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more evident, and for the purposes of God today, hopefully used in the lives of 
contemporary Messianic Believers to persevere through all of the challenges of life. 

Finally, our Torah reading concludes with a promise from the Lord to Moses, 
that the Pharaoh will eventually let His people go: 

“Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘Now you shall see what I will do to 
Pharaoh; for under compulsion he will let them go, and under 
compulsion he will drive them out of his land’” (Exodus 6:1). 

It is not going to be a pleasant exercise for Pharaoh and the Egyptians, as the 
ten plagues or judgments upon them are going to decimate and humiliate this great, 
Ancient Near Eastern power. But is this not what was promised centuries earlier to Abram 
by the Lord? Hopefully, by reading and meditating upon this week’s Torah portion, 
there will be some spiritual benefits to those today, who are turning to the Torah to 
learn about their spiritual inheritance. These are instructions written for the 
admonitions of Messiah followers, as they learn to handle the circumstances of 
human life: 

“Now these things happened to them as an example, and they were 
written for our instruction, upon whom the ends of the ages have 
come. Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed that he does not fall. No 
temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, 
who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the 
temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure 
it” (1 Corinthians 10:11-13). 

The Torah has been recorded and preserved by His grace, in order that those 
reading it today—who are closer to the culmination of the ages—will decisively 
grow in their walks with Yeshua the Messiah. After all, “God is faithful” to fulfill 
His promises to His people. The question is whether each of us will have the faith 
required to walk into His promises, and their resultant blessings. May we each take 
our personal responsibility to be faithful servants to heart, and by His grace 
continue to advance His Kingdom! 
 
 

V’eira 
I appeared 

“Appearance Promises Executed” 
Exodus 6:2-9:35 

Ezekiel 28:25-29:21 
 
This week’s parashah begins with a reminder that the Creator God appeared to 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and that He made—among many declarations—certain 
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promises regarding their descendants’ eventual deliverance from bondage in Egypt. 
Hence, the narrative of the Book of Exodus now summarizes the first seven 
plagues, which resulted from a hardening of Pharaoh’s heart, after he would not 
adhere to Moses’ plea to release the Israelites. While these plagues and judgments 
are well known by those who annually commemorate the Passover and Festival of 
Unleavened Bread, there are some profound spiritual principles revealed to those 
now indwelt by the presence of the Holy Spirit (Jeremiah 31:31-33; Ezekiel 36:26-
27; John 14:16-17). Recognizing and acknowledging this understanding, is essential 
to maturing in one’s walk with the Messiah of Israel. After all, by faith, every child 
of God needs to believe that the Almighty Creator God not only appeared to the 
Patriarchs and Matriarchs in ancient days—but that He alone is committed to fulfill 
His promises, as recorded from Genesis to Revelation. Hopefully with this fuller 
appreciation in mind, the testimonial witness of what occurred millennia ago—
coupled with an additional judgment on Egypt prophesied in the Ezekiel 28:25-
29:21 Haftarah reading—Believers’ faith should soar, knowing that the Father will 
ultimately execute and accomplish all that He has declared. 

As is God’s widescale pattern for the history of the world, He utilizes various 
nations, key figures, or normal individuals to rebuke, chastise, or ultimately judge 
His own. After all, the vocational calling upon Israel to be a light to the nations 
(Isaiah 42:6; 49:6), has had serious repercussions down through the ages—
especially when there has been a deviation into following the ways of the world, the 
flesh, and the Devil (1 John 2:5-18; Ephesians 2:3; 6:11-12; 1 Peter 2:11). 
Throughout Holy Scripture, Egypt will be remembered as the one power which 
subjugated the emerging nation of Israel, to the humble state of human bondage—
and which was humiliated via the judgments and plagues of the Lord. So as our 
Torah reading commences, we see how God spoke to Moses and affirmed His 
promises, noting that He has heard the groans of His people, guaranteeing that He 
will set His people free: 

“God spoke further to Moses and said to him, ‘I am the LORD; and I 
appeared to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, as God Almighty, but by My 
name, LORD, I did not make Myself known to them. I also established 
My covenant with them, to give them the land of Canaan, the land in 
which they sojourned. Furthermore I have heard the groaning of the 
sons of Israel, because the Egyptians are holding them in bondage, and 
I have remembered My covenant. Say, therefore, to the sons of Israel, 
“I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the burdens of the 
Egyptians, and I will deliver you from their bondage. I will also redeem 
you with an outstretched arm and with great judgments. Then I will 
take you for My people, and I will be your God; and you shall know 
that I am the LORD your God, who brought you out from under the 
burdens of the Egyptians. I will bring you to the land which I swore to 
give to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and I will give it to you for a 
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possession; I am the LORD.”’ So Moses spoke thus to the sons of Israel, 
but they did not listen to Moses on account of their despondency and 
cruel bondage” (Exodus 6:2-9). 

Notice that despite this profound declaration by Moses, the Israelites were still 
not convinced, because of their despondency resulting from cruel bondage. Even 
though the promises made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob were well known and now 
reiterated by Moses’ statements—the reality of constant physical oppression was 
impeding belief in the words spoken. This is a reminder today—to even those 
indwelt with the Spirit of God—that even when belief in the Word of God is 
strong, the trials of life can be overwhelming, and bring doubt and despair into the 
mind. At such times, the plea for a “sign” to confirm that God is present in the trial 
or tribulation, can usher forth from the heart of still the most ardent Believer. 

With further encouragement from the Lord, the text records some 
biographical information (Exodus 6:10-30) about the Israelites. Following this, we 
encounter that the task to speak to Pharaoh, and make demands for Pharaoh to 
release Israel from its slave status, is too much for the inarticulate Moses (Exodus 
6:30). The Lord replied with a description of the roles that Moses and Aaron would 
have before Pharaoh, whose heart will harden intermittently throughout the 
judgments about to begin: 

“They were the ones who spoke to Pharaoh king of Egypt about bringing out 
the sons of Israel from Egypt; it was the same Moses and Aaron. Now it came about 
on the day when the LORD spoke to Moses in the land of Egypt, that the LORD 
spoke to Moses, saying, ‘I am the LORD; speak to Pharaoh king of Egypt all that I 
speak to you.’ But Moses said before the LORD, ‘Behold, I am unskilled in speech; 
how then will Pharaoh listen to me?’ Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘See, I 
make you as God to Pharaoh, and your brother Aaron shall be your 
prophet. You shall speak all that I command you, and your brother 
Aaron shall speak to Pharaoh that he let the sons of Israel go out of his 
land. But I will harden Pharaoh's heart that I may multiply My signs 
and My wonders in the land of Egypt. When Pharaoh does not listen to 
you, then I will lay My hand on Egypt and bring out My hosts, My 
people the sons of Israel, from the land of Egypt by great judgments. 
The Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I stretch out My 
hand on Egypt and bring out the sons of Israel from their midst.’ So 
Moses and Aaron did it; as the LORD commanded them, thus they did. 
Moses was eighty years old and Aaron eighty-three, when they spoke 
to Pharaoh” (Exodus 6:26-7:7). 

Here is another reminder that the Holy One does not necessarily require those 
possessing mellifluous speaking ability, to communicate what is on His heart. 
Spiritually speaking, God has foreordained each individual to take on roles and 
responsibilities in His Kingdom’s work. The key to fulfilling these vocations is to be 
exactly what He has called a person to be, and not strive to focus attention on one’s 
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mortal self to the people of the world, but to perform the assignments with His 
leading. Let God be God, and simply be thankful that He has, at the very least, called 
many into His chosen family for His purposes (Romans 8:28). 

Our Torah reading continues, with some final instructions from the Lord on 
what Aaron was to do with his staff, when Pharaoh would ask for a sign. It is 
notable that what might appear to be a “miracle” by some, was indeed a counterfeit 
conjured up by the Egyptian sorcerers and magicians’ arts. In this instance, the 
magicians were able to turn their staffs into serpents, and with their secret arts 
were also able to turn water into blood: 

“Now the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, ‘When Pharaoh speaks to 
you, saying, “Work a miracle,” then you shall say to Aaron, “Take your staff and 
throw it down before Pharaoh, that it may become a serpent.”’ So Moses and 
Aaron came to Pharaoh, and thus they did just as the LORD had 
commanded; and Aaron threw his staff down before Pharaoh and his 
servants, and it became a serpent. Then Pharaoh also called for the wise 
men and the sorcerers, and they also, the magicians of Egypt, did the 
same with their secret arts. For each one threw down his staff and they 
turned into serpents. But Aaron's staff swallowed up their staffs. Yet 
Pharaoh's heart was hardened, and he did not listen to them, as the LORD had said. 
Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘Pharaoh's heart is stubborn; he refuses to let the 
people go. Go to Pharaoh in the morning as he is going out to the water, 
and station yourself to meet him on the bank of the Nile; and you shall 
take in your hand the staff that was turned into a serpent. You shall say 
to him, “The LORD, the God of the Hebrews, sent me to you, saying, ‘Let 
My people go, that they may serve Me in the wilderness. But behold, 
you have not listened until now.’ Thus says the LORD, ‘By this you shall know 
that I am the LORD: behold, I will strike the water that is in the Nile with the staff 
that is in my hand, and it will be turned to blood. The fish that are in the Nile will 
die, and the Nile will become foul, and the Egyptians will find difficulty in drinking 
water from the Nile.’”’ Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘Say to Aaron, “Take your 
staff and stretch out your hand over the waters of Egypt, over their rivers, over 
their streams, and over their pools, and over all their reservoirs of water, that they 
may become blood; and there will be blood throughout all the land of Egypt, both 
in vessels of wood and in vessels of stone.”’ So Moses and Aaron did even as the LORD 
had commanded. And he lifted up the staff and struck the water that was in the 
Nile, in the sight of Pharaoh and in the sight of his servants, and all the water that 
was in the Nile was turned to blood. The fish that were in the Nile died, and the Nile 
became foul, so that the Egyptians could not drink water from the Nile. And the 
blood was through all the land of Egypt. But the magicians of Egypt did the 
same with their secret arts; and Pharaoh's heart was hardened, and he 
did not listen to them, as the LORD had said. Then Pharaoh turned and went 
into his house with no concern even for this. So all the Egyptians dug around the 
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Nile for water to drink, for they could not drink of the water of the Nile. Seven 
days passed after the LORD had struck the Nile” (Exodus 7:8-25). 

For the children of God living today, a profound spiritual principle is revealed 
that needs to be taken seriously—because of the widely commonplace, carnal 
inclination, for people to demand a “sign” for verification of God’s hand upon a 
matter (cf. John 2:18; 6:30). There is one significant warning given by Yeshua the 
Messiah about what has and will be occurring, as the End of the Age approaches: 

“For false Messiahs and false prophets will arise and will show 
great signs and wonders, so as to mislead, if possible, even the elect” 
(Matthew 24:24). 

An even more explicit admonition is offered by the Apostle Paul, as he had to 
offer some words of clarity to the Thessalonicans, who were confused about the 
return of the Messiah: 

“Now we request you, brethren, with regard to the coming of our Lord 
Yeshua the Messiah and our gathering together to Him, that you not be quickly 
shaken from your composure or be disturbed either by a spirit or a message or a 
letter as if from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord has come. Let no one in 
any way deceive you, for it will not come unless the apostasy comes first, 
and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, who 
opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of 
worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying 
himself as being God. Do you not remember that while I was still with you, I 
was telling you these things? And you know what restrains him now, so that in his 
time he will be revealed. For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only he 
who now restrains will do so until he is taken out of the way. Then that lawless 
one will be revealed whom the Lord will slay with the breath of His 
mouth and bring to an end by the appearance of His coming; that is, 
the one whose coming is in accord with the activity of Satan, with all 
power and signs and false wonders, and with all the deception of 
wickedness for those who perish, because they did not receive the love 
of the truth so as to be saved. For this reason God will send upon them 
a deluding influence so that they will believe what is false, in order 
that they all may be judged who did not believe the truth, but took 
pleasure in wickedness” (2 Thessalonians 2:1-12). 

This sobering assessment definitely applies today, to those who are seeking 
truth and knowledge of the Holy One—because in 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12 is a 
certain warning that a great apostasy or falling away from the faith, is just a 
matter of time! All Messiah followers should be forewarned, and not let things that 
appear to be “miracles” or supernatural “signs” lead them astray to follow after the 
ones who appear to be orchestrating the signs. After all, a part of the Lord’s plan to 
test people with false prophets, is found in Deuteronomy ch. 13: 
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“If a prophet or a dreamer of dreams arises among you and gives 
you a sign or a wonder, and the sign or the wonder comes true, 
concerning which he spoke to you, saying, ‘Let us go after other gods 
(whom you have not known) and let us serve them,’ you shall not 
listen to the words of that prophet or that dreamer of dreams; for the 
LORD your God is testing you to find out if you love the LORD your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul. You shall follow the LORD your 
God and fear Him; and you shall keep His commandments, listen to His voice, 
serve Him, and cling to Him. But that prophet or that dreamer of dreams 
shall be put to death, because he has counseled rebellion against the 
LORD your God who brought you from the land of Egypt and redeemed 
you from the house of slavery, to seduce you from the way in which the 
LORD your God commanded you to walk. So you shall purge the evil 
from among you” (Deuteronomy 13:1-5). 

The people of God have been warned, as they will be tested, and they are to 
purge the evil from their midst. If we take the warning of Deuteronomy 13:1-5 
seriously, perhaps much of the confusion, strife, division, and even despair that 
tends to disrupt today’s Messianic community, could be minimized. But 
lamentably, not enough people take this command seriously, and continue to seek 
signs, want their ears tickled (2 Timothy 4:3-4), or simply will not discontinue 
listening to false teachers and false prophets. This needs to change! 

Returning to our Torah portion, we see that the Egyptian magicians were able 
to imitate the plague of frogs—and as is noted, despite the wretched stench—
Pharaoh hardened his heart to the demands of Moses and Aaron: 

“Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘Go to Pharaoh and say to him, “Thus says the 
LORD, ‘Let My people go, that they may serve Me. But if you refuse to let them go, 
behold, I will smite your whole territory with frogs. The Nile will swarm with 
frogs, which will come up and go into your house and into your bedroom and on 
your bed, and into the houses of your servants and on your people, and into your 
ovens and into your kneading bowls. So the frogs will come up on you and 
your people and all your servants.’”’ Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘Say to 
Aaron, “Stretch out your hand with your staff over the rivers, over the streams and 
over the pools, and make frogs come up on the land of Egypt.”’ So Aaron stretched 
out his hand over the waters of Egypt, and the frogs came up and covered the land 
of Egypt. The magicians did the same with their secret arts, making frogs 
come up on the land of Egypt. Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron and 
said, ‘Entreat the LORD that He remove the frogs from me and from my people; 
and I will let the people go, that they may sacrifice to the LORD.’ Moses said to 
Pharaoh, ‘The honor is yours to tell me: when shall I entreat for you and your 
servants and your people, that the frogs be destroyed from you and your houses, 
that they may be left only in the Nile?’ Then he said, ‘Tomorrow.’ So he said, ‘May 
it be according to your word, that you may know that there is no one like the LORD 
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our God. The frogs will depart from you and your houses and your servants and 
your people; they will be left only in the Nile.’ Then Moses and Aaron went out 
from Pharaoh, and Moses cried to the LORD concerning the frogs which He had 
inflicted upon Pharaoh. The LORD did according to the word of Moses, and the 
frogs died out of the houses, the courts, and the fields. So they piled them in heaps, 
and the land became foul. But when Pharaoh saw that there was relief, he 
hardened his heart and did not listen to them, as the LORD had said” 
(Exodus 8:1-15). 

Finally, however, the fourth plague consisting of a creative act, befuddled the 
Egyptian magicians. They proclaimed, in frustration, that even with their secret 
arts, they were unable to duplicate the plague of insects: 

“Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘Say to Aaron, “Stretch out your staff and strike 
the dust of the earth, that it may become gnats through all the land of Egypt.”’ 
They did so; and Aaron stretched out his hand with his staff, and struck 
the dust of the earth, and there were gnats on man and beast. All the 
dust of the earth became gnats through all the land of Egypt. The 
magicians tried with their secret arts to bring forth gnats, but they 
could not; so there were gnats on man and beast. Then the magicians 
said to Pharaoh, ‘This is the finger of God.’ But Pharaoh's heart was 
hardened, and he did not listen to them, as the LORD had said. Now the LORD said 
to Moses, ‘Rise early in the morning and present yourself before Pharaoh, as he 
comes out to the water, and say to him, “Thus says the LORD, ‘Let My people go, 
that they may serve Me. For if you do not let My people go, behold, I will send 
swarms of insects on you and on your servants and on your people and into your 
houses; and the houses of the Egyptians will be full of swarms of insects, and also 
the ground on which they dwell. But on that day I will set apart the land of 
Goshen, where My people are living, so that no swarms of insects will 
be there, in order that you may know that I, the LORD, am in the midst 
of the land. I will put a division between My people and your people. 
Tomorrow this sign will occur.’”’ Then the LORD did so. And there 
came great swarms of insects into the house of Pharaoh and the houses 
of his servants and the land was laid waste because of the swarms of 
insects in all the land of Egypt. Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron and said, 
‘Go, sacrifice to your God within the land.’ But Moses said, ‘It is not right to do so, 
for we will sacrifice to the LORD our God what is an abomination to the Egyptians. 
If we sacrifice what is an abomination to the Egyptians before their eyes, will they 
not then stone us? We must go a three days' journey into the wilderness 
and sacrifice to the LORD our God as He commands us.’ Pharaoh said, ‘I 
will let you go, that you may sacrifice to the LORD your God in the 
wilderness; only you shall not go very far away. Make supplication for 
me.’ Then Moses said, ‘Behold, I am going out from you, and I shall make 
supplication to the LORD that the swarms of insects may depart from Pharaoh, from 
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his servants, and from his people tomorrow; only do not let Pharaoh deal 
deceitfully again in not letting the people go to sacrifice to the LORD.’ So Moses 
went out from Pharaoh and made supplication to the LORD. The LORD did as 
Moses asked, and removed the swarms of insects from Pharaoh, from his servants 
and from his people; not one remained. But Pharaoh hardened his heart this time 
also, and he did not let the people go” (Exodus 8:16-32). 

The plague of insects notably did not afflict the Israelites residing in Goshen. 
The great division between how the Lord separated His judgments between those 
who were directly opposed to Him, versus those who were His own, was 
witnessed. While this can be comforting to many who know that judgment is 
inevitable, it should prompt each of us to the place where we know—beyond a 
shadow of a doubt—that we are His children and His alone. Without the faithful 
realization and belief that the Lord can and will protect His people during times of 
trial and tribulation, a spirit of fear will predominate and have people return to 
various carnal patterns of relying upon their own machinations for survival—or 
worse, resort to following the advice of false teachers, false prophets, and other 
misguided souls. 

V’eira concludes with Exodus 9 describing the plagues of pestilence killing the 
livestock, a pestilence that induced boils and sores on the Egyptians, and finally a 
raining of hail that utterly ruined the crops of the Egyptians. But through it all, note 
that God continued to prevent the judgments to directly affect the Israelites: 

“Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘Go to Pharaoh and speak to him, “Thus says 
the LORD, the God of the Hebrews, ‘Let My people go, that they may serve Me. 
For if you refuse to let them go and continue to hold them, behold, the hand of 
the LORD will come with a very severe pestilence on your livestock 
which are in the field, on the horses, on the donkeys, on the camels, on the herds, 
and on the flocks. But the LORD will make a distinction between the livestock of 
Israel and the livestock of Egypt, so that nothing will die of all that belongs to the 
sons of Israel.’”’ The LORD set a definite time, saying, ‘Tomorrow the LORD will 
do this thing in the land.’ So the LORD did this thing on the next day, and 
all the livestock of Egypt died; but of the livestock of the sons of Israel, 
not one died. Pharaoh sent, and behold, there was not even one of the livestock 
of Israel dead. But the heart of Pharaoh was hardened, and he did not let the people 
go. Then the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, ‘Take for yourselves 
handfuls of soot from a kiln, and let Moses throw it toward the sky in 
the sight of Pharaoh. It will become fine dust over all the land of Egypt, 
and will become boils breaking out with sores on man and beast 
through all the land of Egypt.’ So they took soot from a kiln, and stood 
before Pharaoh; and Moses threw it toward the sky, and it became 
boils breaking out with sores on man and beast. The magicians could 
not stand before Moses because of the boils, for the boils were on the 
magicians as well as on all the Egyptians. And the LORD hardened Pharaoh's 



REFLECTIONS FOR EXODUS 
 

 
 שמות 

135 

heart, and he did not listen to them, just as the LORD had spoken to Moses. Then 
the LORD said to Moses, ‘Rise up early in the morning and stand before Pharaoh 
and say to him, “Thus says the LORD, the God of the Hebrews, ‘Let My people go, 
that they may serve Me. For this time I will send all My plagues on you and your 
servants and your people, so that you may know that there is no one like Me in all 
the earth. For if by now I had put forth My hand and struck you and your people 
with pestilence, you would then have been cut off from the earth. But, indeed, for 
this reason I have allowed you to remain, in order to show you My power and in 
order to proclaim My name through all the earth. Still you exalt yourself against 
My people by not letting them go. Behold, about this time tomorrow, I will send a 
very heavy hail, such as has not been seen in Egypt from the day it was founded until 
now. Now therefore send, bring your livestock and whatever you have in the field 
to safety. Every man and beast that is found in the field and is not brought home, 
when the hail comes down on them, will die.’”’ The one among the servants 
of Pharaoh who feared the word of the LORD made his servants and his 
livestock flee into the houses; but he who paid no regard to the word 
of the LORD left his servants and his livestock in the field. Now the LORD 
said to Moses, ‘Stretch out your hand toward the sky, that hail may fall on all the 
land of Egypt, on man and on beast and on every plant of the field, throughout the 
land of Egypt.’ Moses stretched out his staff toward the sky, and the LORD sent 
thunder and hail, and fire ran down to the earth. And the LORD rained hail on the 
land of Egypt. So there was hail, and fire flashing continually in the midst of the 
hail, very severe, such as had not been in all the land of Egypt since it became a 
nation. The hail struck all that was in the field through all the land of Egypt, both 
man and beast; the hail also struck every plant of the field and shattered every tree 
of the field. Only in the land of Goshen, where the sons of Israel were, 
there was no hail. Then Pharaoh sent for Moses and Aaron, and said to them, ‘I 
have sinned this time; the LORD is the righteous one, and I and my people are the 
wicked ones. Make supplication to the LORD, for there has been enough of God's 
thunder and hail; and I will let you go, and you shall stay no longer.’ Moses said to 
him, ‘As soon as I go out of the city, I will spread out my hands to the LORD; the 
thunder will cease and there will be hail no longer, that you may know that the 
earth is the LORD's. But as for you and your servants, I know that you do not yet 
fear the LORD God.’ (Now the flax and the barley were ruined, for the barley was 
in the ear and the flax was in bud. But the wheat and the spelt were not ruined, for 
they ripen late.) So Moses went out of the city from Pharaoh, and spread out his 
hands to the LORD; and the thunder and the hail ceased, and rain no longer poured 
on the earth. But when Pharaoh saw that the rain and the hail and the 
thunder had ceased, he sinned again and hardened his heart, he and his 
servants. Pharaoh's heart was hardened, and he did not let the sons of 
Israel go, just as the LORD had spoken through Moses” (Exodus 9:1-35). 
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As this parashah concludes with the description of each of these plagues which 
harmed the Egyptians, but averted direct harm to Israel—there is the reminder that 
whenever the immediate damage was mitigated, the tendency for Pharaoh to 
harden his heart returned in full force. This is a reminder that those opposed to the 
Holy One of Israel will continually refuse to acquiesce and admit that there is a 
Creator God, who is ultimately in control of the affairs of humanity. Such is the 
hardness of heart by people, toward even the most vivid demonstrations of God’s 
involvement in the creative order. History will repeat itself. At some future time, 
when the Great Tribulation begins, there will be an horrific war raging against the 
saints, as more fully described in Revelation ch. 13: 

“And the dragon stood on the sand of the seashore. Then I saw a beast coming 
up out of the sea, having ten horns and seven heads, and on his horns were ten 
diadems, and on his heads were blasphemous names. And the beast which I saw was 
like a leopard, and his feet were like those of a bear, and his mouth like the mouth of 
a lion. And the dragon gave him his power and his throne and great authority. I saw 
one of his heads as if it had been slain, and his fatal wound was healed. And the 
whole earth was amazed and followed after the beast; they worshiped the dragon 
because he gave his authority to the beast; and they worshiped the beast, saying, 
‘Who is like the beast, and who is able to wage war with him?’ There was given to 
him a mouth speaking arrogant words and blasphemies, and authority to act for 
forty-two months was given to him. And he opened his mouth in blasphemies 
against God, to blaspheme His name and His tabernacle, that is, those who dwell in 
heaven. It was also given to him to make war with the saints and to 
overcome them, and authority over every tribe and people and tongue 
and nation was given to him. All who dwell on the earth will worship 
him, everyone whose name has not been written from the foundation of 
the world in the book of life of the Lamb who has been slain. If anyone 
has an ear, let him hear. If anyone is destined for captivity, to captivity 
he goes; if anyone kills with the sword, with the sword he must be 
killed. Here is the perseverance and the faith of the saints. Then I saw 
another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had two horns like a lamb and he 
spoke as a dragon. He exercises all the authority of the first beast in his presence. 
And he makes the earth and those who dwell in it to worship the first beast, whose 
fatal wound was healed. He performs great signs, so that he even makes 
fire come down out of heaven to the earth in the presence of men. And 
he deceives those who dwell on the earth because of the signs which it 
was given him to perform in the presence of the beast, telling those who dwell on 
the earth to make an image to the beast who had the wound of the sword and has 
come to life. And it was given to him to give breath to the image of the beast, so 
that the image of the beast would even speak and cause as many as do not worship 
the image of the beast to be killed. And he causes all, the small and the 
great, and the rich and the poor, and the free men and the slaves, to be 
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given a mark on their right hand or on their forehead, and he provides 
that no one will be able to buy or to sell, except the one who has the 
mark, either the name of the beast or the number of his name. Here is 
wisdom. Let him who has understanding calculate the number of the beast, for the 
number is that of a man; and his number is six hundred and sixty-six” (Revelation 
13:1-18). 

There is a solution for God’s people to overcome the inevitable “beast 
system”—whose arrival has been prophesied, and whose emergence is only a 
matter of time. The solution can be found in the emerging Messianic community of 
faith, among people who are ardently attempting to become and will persevere as 
the end-time saints, who will have a testimony of Yeshua and obey His 
commandments: 

“Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, ‘Now the salvation, 
and the power, and the kingdom of our God and the authority of His 
Messiah have come, for the accuser of our brethren has been thrown 
down, he who accuses them before our God day and night. And they 
overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb and because of the 
word of their testimony, and they did not love their life even when 
faced with death. For this reason, rejoice, O heavens and you who dwell in 
them. Woe to the earth and the sea, because the devil has come down to you, 
having great wrath, knowing that he has only a short time.’ And when the dragon 
saw that he was thrown down to the earth, he persecuted the woman who gave 
birth to the male child. But the two wings of the great eagle were given to the 
woman, so that she could fly into the wilderness to her place, where she was 
nourished for a time and times and half a time, from the presence of the serpent. 
And the serpent poured water like a river out of his mouth after the woman, so that 
he might cause her to be swept away with the flood. But the earth helped the 
woman, and the earth opened its mouth and drank up the river which the dragon 
poured out of his mouth. So the dragon was enraged with the woman, and 
went off to make war with the rest of her children, who keep the 
commandments of God and hold to the testimony of Yeshua” (Revelation 
12:10-17; cf. 14:12). 

While many are concerned about the future war against God’s people enacted 
by the antimessiah/antichrist—war against the saints is present and raging even 
now. The beginning stages of the grand apostasy against the Holy Scriptures, the 
gospel of salvation, and even the Creator Himself have already begun! We each 
need to make sure to employ the full armor of God, as Paul originally detailed to 
the Believers in Asia Minor: 

“Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might. Put 
on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes 
of the devil. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against 
the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this 
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darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly 
places. Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so that you will be able to resist 
in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. Stand firm therefore, 
HAVING GIRDED YOUR LOINS WITH TRUTH [Isaiah 11:5], and HAVING PUT ON THE 
BREASTPLATE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS [Isaiah 59:17], and having shod YOUR FEET WITH 
THE PREPARATION OF THE GOSPEL OF PEACE [Isaiah 52:7]; in addition to all, taking 
up the shield of faith with which you will be able to extinguish all the flaming 
arrows of the evil one. And take THE HELMET OF SALVATION [Isaiah 59:17], and the 
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God” (Ephesians 6:10-17). 

Whether we look back to the example of the Ancient Israelites who were 
delivered from the oppression of slavery by the Lord’s hand using judgments upon 
their Egyptian overlords—or we look forward to the Great Tribulation and how to 
overcome the actions of the antimessiah and the beast system—it is personally most 
beneficial to remain in the here and now, and utilize the knowledge received from 
studying the Scriptures, to attain victory over the daily, evil influences. After all, 
each day has enough trouble of its own, and the command from Yeshua is very 
precise without equivocation: 

“But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these 
things will be added to you. So do not worry about tomorrow; for 
tomorrow will care for itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own” 
(Matthew 6:33-34). 

Inevitably, according to the Holy Scriptures, the Second Coming will take 
place, and Yeshua the Messiah will be present among us to fulfill all of the promises 
which have been spoken and written about down through the ages. We do not 
know if those living today, or their children or grandchildren or great-
grandchildren, will be the end-time saints who must content with another set of 
plagues and judgments that are to befall the wicked. Only time will tell. So in the 
meanwhile, brothers and sisters, be about the Father’s business! 
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