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between the House of Judah and the House of Israel/Ephraim—be rest assured that 
God is very much blessed when restoration occurs. We see emotional glimpses of it 
when Joseph hugged and wept with his brothers. We see it again when the aged 
Jacob greeted Joseph after years of separation. Hopefully, you have experienced 
some restoration in your own life, which will allow you to identify with what you 
have been studying. 

Let us all be about the Father’s business of making restoration, in love, to all 
who call upon the name of Yeshua (Jesus). It is a part of the plan for the Creation. May 
we make it a part of our lifestyle as His representatives, sent to love others into the 
Kingdom! 
 
 

V’yechi 
He lived 

“Blessing Israel” 
Genesis 47:28-50:26 

1 Kings 2:1-12 
 
This week, the final parashah for the Book of Genesis is studied, as the period of the 
Patriarchs and details about the unique family chosen by God to receive His faithful 
blessings, finally comes to a dramatic close. Here in Genesis’ last three chapters, 
the similar dying requests of both Jacob/Israel and Joseph, to be buried in the 
Promised Land, may be said to simply “bookend” the specific blessings that Jacob 
bestowed upon his immediate progeny. Apparently, belief in the promises of God 
for the descendants of Abraham and Isaac, for them to multiply and reside in 
Canaan, was genuine for Jacob and Joseph—or the preferences to be buried among 
their relatives would not have been a priority. Additionally, the desire to pass on to 
future generations, some of the blessings received, was of paramount importance to 
Jacob/Israel. So as we study V’yechi, it is important to consider how we can 
individually follow the practices and examples of our forebearers in faith—by not 
only believing in God’s promises, but also in passing God’s blessings down to our 
own future generations. 

V’yechi begins after Jacob and his entourage had relocated to Egypt, to avoid 
the ravages of the regional famine. His family was well received by the ruling 
Pharaoh, and they were living in the choice land of Goshen, tending to their herds. 
The name of our Torah reading comes from its opening verse, where it is recorded 
that Jacob lived in the land of Egypt. In V’yechi, Jacob/Israel’s time to die was 
drawing near. He called upon his favored son Joseph, to faithfully return him to the 
land of his fathers, knowing that Joseph had the authority to make this happen: 
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“Jacob lived in the land of Egypt seventeen years; so the length of Jacob's life 
was one hundred and forty-seven years. When the time for Israel to die drew near, 
he called his son Joseph and said to him, ‘Please, if I have found favor in your sight, 
place now your hand under my thigh and deal with me in kindness and faithfulness. 
Please do not bury me in Egypt, but when I lie down with my fathers, you shall 
carry me out of Egypt and bury me in their burial place.’ And he said, ‘I will do as 
you have said.’ He said, ‘Swear to me.’ So he swore to him. Then Israel bowed in 
worship at the head of the bed” (Genesis 47:28-31). 

 

Blessing Manasseh and Ephraim 
While being returned to the burial grounds of Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, Rebekah, 

and Leah was important to Jacob, the desire of Joseph to have his own sons receive 
the blessing of their grandfather was most crucial to him. Joseph knew the power of 
blessings from his ancestors. After all, there is an indication that he attempted to 
retain some connectivity to his forebearers when he significantly named his sons 
Manasseh and Ephraim, despite their mother being an Egyptian: 

“Joseph named the firstborn Manasseh, ‘For,’ he said, ‘God has made me forget 
all my trouble and all my father's household.’ He named the second Ephraim, 
‘For,’ he said, ‘God has made me fruitful in the land of my affliction’” (Genesis 
41:51-52). 

Consequently, upon learning that his father Jacob/Israel was sick and about to 
die, Joseph took his two sons to his father, to seek his blessing upon his sons. But 
more than receive just a blessing, Jacob/Israel literally adopted them into his 
family, giving them equal status with their uncles and Joseph. However, another 
interesting thing occurred when the nearly blind Jacob/Israel went to place his 
hands upon the heads of Manasseh and Ephraim. He actually crossed his arms, and 
placed his right hand of blessing upon the head of the younger Ephraim, and his left 
hand upon the elder Manasseh. This did not go unnoticed by Joseph, who pointed it 
out to his father. Yet, the Lord ordained these blessings, as Jacob/Israel was simply 
following the leading of His Holy Spirit: 

“Now it came about after these things that Joseph was told, ‘Behold, your 
father is sick.’ So he took his two sons Manasseh and Ephraim with him. When it 
was told to Jacob, ‘Behold, your son Joseph has come to you,’ Israel collected his 
strength and sat up in the bed. Then Jacob said to Joseph, ‘God Almighty appeared 
to me at Luz in the land of Canaan and blessed me, and He said to me, “Behold, I 
will make you fruitful and numerous, and I will make you a company of peoples, 
and will give this land to your descendants after you for an everlasting possession.” 
Now your two sons, who were born to you in the land of Egypt before I came to 
you in Egypt, are mine; Ephraim and Manasseh shall be mine, as Reuben and 
Simeon are. But your offspring that have been born after them shall be yours; they 
shall be called by the names of their brothers in their inheritance. Now as for me, 
when I came from Paddan, Rachel died, to my sorrow, in the land of Canaan on the 
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journey, when there was still some distance to go to Ephrath; and I buried her there 
on the way to Ephrath (that is, Bethlehem).’ When Israel saw Joseph's sons, he 
said, ‘Who are these?’ Joseph said to his father, ‘They are my sons, whom God has 
given me here.’ So he said, ‘Bring them to me, please, that I may bless them.’ Now 
the eyes of Israel were so dim from age that he could not see. Then Joseph brought 
them close to him, and he kissed them and embraced them. Israel said to Joseph, ‘I 
never expected to see your face, and behold, God has let me see your children as 
well.’ Then Joseph took them from his knees, and bowed with his face to the 
ground. Joseph took them both, Ephraim with his right hand toward Israel's left, 
and Manasseh with his left hand toward Israel's right, and brought them close to 
him. But Israel stretched out his right hand and laid it on the head of Ephraim, who 
was the younger, and his left hand on Manasseh's head, crossing his hands, although 
Manasseh was the firstborn. He blessed Joseph, and said, ‘The God before whom 
my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked, the God who has been my shepherd all my 
life to this day, the angel who has redeemed me from all evil, bless the lads; and 
may my name live on in them, and the names of my fathers Abraham and Isaac; and 
may they grow into a multitude in the midst of the earth.’ When Joseph saw 
that his father laid his right hand on Ephraim's head, it displeased him; 
and he grasped his father's hand to remove it from Ephraim's head to 
Manasseh's head. Joseph said to his father, ‘Not so, my father, for this 
one is the firstborn. Place your right hand on his head.’ But his father 
refused and said, ‘I know, my son, I know; he also will become a 
people and he also will be great. However, his younger brother shall be 
greater than he, and his descendants shall become a multitude of 
nations.’ He blessed them that day, saying, ‘By you Israel will 
pronounce blessing, saying, “May God make you like Ephraim and 
Manasseh!”’ Thus he put Ephraim before Manasseh. Then Israel said to 
Joseph, ‘Behold, I am about to die, but God will be with you, and bring you back 
to the land of your fathers. I give you one portion more than your brothers, which I 
took from the hand of the Amorite with my sword and my bow’” (Genesis 48:1-
22). 

There is something extremely powerful about acknowledging the blessings of 
any of our predecessors, which was something certainly true for Jacob/Israel and 
Joseph in ancient times. However, the irony that the younger would be greater 
than the older must have taken Jacob back to the time when he was in a similar 
predicament with his older twin brother Esau. He probably recalled the blessings of 
Isaac, and the fact that once the blessing was uttered and bestowed upon him, it 
could not be rescinded (Genesis 27:33). Ephraim received the more powerful 
blessing of his grandfather. Despite a momentary startlement with the disposition 
of the blessings, Joseph did not protest but simply accepted and embraced the 
blessings as they were uttered. 
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Israel Blesses His Sons 
In Genesis 49, we see a selection of text that is devoted to relating all of 

Jacob/Israel’s blessings, to his natural born sons. The prophetic picture of this aged 
patriarch, proclaiming the blessings and/or prophecies over his sons, is a majestic 
scene for each of us to contemplate. Imagine your own father or mother, speaking 
insightful words such as these. Or, perhaps imagine yourself—at sometime in the 
distant future—declaring words like these to your own children. After decades of 
watching his sons mature, Israel’s ability to speak prophetically into their lives was 
set. Without going into the specific statements about each of the sons, note the 
greater amount of explicit details regarding the future of Judah and Joseph, the two 
sons who rose to prominence in their generation: 

“Then Jacob summoned his sons and said, ‘Assemble yourselves that I may tell 
you what will befall you in the days to come. Gather together and hear, O sons of 
Jacob; And listen to Israel your father. Reuben, you are my firstborn; my might and 
the beginning of my strength, preeminent in dignity and preeminent in power. 
Uncontrolled as water, you shall not have preeminence, because you went up to 
your father's bed; then you defiled it—he went up to my couch. Simeon and Levi 
are brothers; their swords are implements of violence. Let my soul not enter into 
their council; let not my glory be united with their assembly; because in their anger 
they slew men, and in their self-will they lamed oxen. Cursed be their anger, for it 
is fierce; and their wrath, for it is cruel. I will disperse them in Jacob, and scatter 
them in Israel. Judah, your brothers shall praise you; your hand shall be on the neck 
of your enemies; your father's sons shall bow down to you. Judah is a lion's whelp; 
from the prey, my son, you have gone up. He couches, he lies down as a lion, and 
as a lion, who dares rouse him up? The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the 
ruler's staff from between his feet, until Shiloh comes, and to him shall be the 
obedience of the peoples. He ties his foal to the vine, and his donkey's colt to the 
choice vine; he washes his garments in wine, and his robes in the blood of grapes. 
His eyes are dull from wine, and his teeth white from milk. Zebulun will dwell at 
the seashore; and he shall be a haven for ships, and his flank shall be toward Sidon. 
Issachar is a strong donkey, lying down between the sheepfolds. When he saw that 
a resting place was good and that the land was pleasant, he bowed his shoulder to 
bear burdens, and became a slave at forced labor. Dan shall judge his people, as one 
of the tribes of Israel. Dan shall be a serpent in the way, a horned snake in the path, 
that bites the horse's heels, so that his rider falls backward. For Your salvation I 
wait, O LORD. As for Gad, raiders shall raid him, but he will raid at their heels. As 
for Asher, his food shall be rich, and he will yield royal dainties. Naphtali is a doe 
let loose, he gives beautiful words. Joseph is a fruitful bough, a fruitful bough by a 
spring; Its branches run over a wall. The archers bitterly attacked him, and shot at 
him and harassed him; but his bow remained firm, and his arms were agile, from the 
hands of the Mighty One of Jacob (from there is the Shepherd, the Stone of Israel), 
from the God of your father who helps you, and by the Almighty who blesses you 
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with blessings of heaven above, blessings of the deep that lies beneath, blessings of 
the breasts and of the womb. The blessings of your father have surpassed the 
blessings of my ancestors up to the utmost bound of the everlasting hills; may they 
be on the head of Joseph, and on the crown of the head of the one distinguished 
among his brothers. Benjamin is a ravenous wolf; in the morning he devours the 
prey, and in the evening he divides the spoil.’ All these are the twelve tribes 
of Israel, and this is what their father said to them when he blessed 
them. He blessed them, every one with the blessing appropriate to 
him” (Genesis 49:1-28). 

Much speculation has been compiled, which has been devoted to analyzing 
these final words of Jacob/Israel directed toward his sons. In fact, when one 
couples the blessings of Israel found in Genesis 49, with the blessings of Moses to 
the tribes of Israel found in Deuteronomy 33, one can discern that these great 
servants of God were given a glimpse of the future—regarding some destiny of the 
descendants of Israel. Particular attention to the blessings or prophecies uttered 
toward Judah and Joseph, indicate that these tribes which bear their names would 
surely have prominence, as can certainly be seen in the Historical Books of the 
Tanakh. 

In the case of Judah, a definite ancestor of Yeshua the Messiah, there appears a 
statement that the tribe Judah and/or his descendants was going to be in a position 
of leadership or prominence, at least somehow until His arrival (Genesis 49:10). 
Yeshua, the Lion of the Tribe of Judah, after all, is the quintessential Jew 
(Revelation 5:5). For Believers in Him, that there is Messianic expectation 
interwoven into Jacob/Israel’s blessings in Genesis 49, means that we have to 
exhibit much confidence that all of his pronouncements have been coming to pass 
over the centuries. 

 

Joseph’s Insight 
After the death of Jacob/Israel, the sons of Israel had a genuine fear that Joseph 

might then take revenge on them, for their heinous acts toward Joseph years earlier. 
It is here, where we witness a definite contrast between the faith of Joseph and his 
brothers. Despite seventeen years of living in Goshen, the brothers were still 
concerned that Joseph might be harboring a grudge toward them. But, Joseph was 
not only sincere in his actions toward his family, but most critically, he truly 
understood the circumstances of his extraordinary life from God’s perspective: 

“Then his brothers also came and fell down before him and said, ‘Behold, we 
are your servants.’ But Joseph said to them, ‘Do not be afraid, for am I in 
God's place? As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it 
for good in order to bring about this present result, to preserve many 
people alive. So therefore, do not be afraid; I will provide for you and 
your little ones.’ So he comforted them and spoke kindly to them. Now 
Joseph stayed in Egypt, he and his father's household, and Joseph lived one hundred 
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and ten years. Joseph saw the third generation of Ephraim's sons; also the sons of 
Machir, the son of Manasseh, were born on Joseph's knees. Joseph said to his 
brothers, ‘I am about to die, but God will surely take care of you and bring you up 
from this land to the land which He promised on oath to Abraham, to Isaac and to 
Jacob.’ Then Joseph made the sons of Israel swear, saying, ‘God will surely take 
care of you, and you shall carry my bones up from here.’ So Joseph died at the age 
of one hundred and ten years; and he was embalmed and placed in a coffin in 
Egypt” (Genesis 50:18-26). 

Joseph was not only used by the Almighty to save his family during the regional 
famine, but he was also able to see the hand of God upon the incidents that led him 
to be in the position to save his family. This is a great lesson for each of us to 
consider when we are disappointed with some of life’s inevitable challenges. When 
things do not necessarily go as we hoped or expected—but they inadvertently take 
a turn for what might have seemed the worse at the time—are we able to recognize 
that God is still sovereign? Can we have enough trust in the Lord to understand that 
what happens in our lives is a part of His will for each of us? Joseph certainly did, 
and perhaps, his own brothers might have learned the same life lesson. 

 

Faith and Blessing 
So what can we glean from the concluding Torah portion from the Book of 

Genesis, regarding faith and the power of blessings? We need to each recognize that 
the Holy One is truly faithful to His chosen vessels. Despite the circumstances of 
life that might seem difficult, God is faithfully accomplishing His will. If we, as 
limited mortal humans, could better understand things from His perspective—then 
we would have the wisdom and discernment to see His fingerprints on all that 
occurs in life, whether good or bad. 

For a reflection back on much of Genesis, we can look and compare the lives of 
Jacob/Israel and Joseph, and note how each one learned to be faithful to God in 
very different ways. We can recall how at relatively young ages, they each had 
encounters with the Almighty through dreams or visions. Yet, we can also see from 
their personalities that the level of faith was not the same throughout their lives. 
Still, when the end of their lives came, their faith was quite strong, and they each 
wanted the blessing of burial in the Promise Land along with their relatives. They 
each wanted God’s blessings to be passed on to their progeny. 

Jacob/Israel and Joseph knew the power of blessings. They not only desired 
the blessings of their elders, but they also gladly participated in extending blessings 
to their descendants. For modern-day followers of the Messiah, these examples are 
something to emulate. However, in order to even want to extend blessings, we 
each must have faith in the ultimate Provider of blessings. The two go together hand in 
hand. After all, the Almighty chooses human vessels to extend His blessings to 
others, but He requires faith as one of the critical ingredients to not only give 
blessings but also receive them. So, let each of us seek more faith—so that in being 
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blessed with it, we will in turn be able to pass on the blessings we have received 
from the Lord! 
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