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this time, the Lord reveals Himself in a unique way to all members of the human 
family. Our prayers are described in Revelation like incense unto God, being 
gathered in His throne room in golden bowls: 

“When He had taken the book, the four living creatures and the twenty-four 
elders fell down before the Lamb, each one holding a harp and golden bowls 
full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints” (Revelation 5:8). 

Perhaps, as we each rehearse whatever truths He brings to mind as we 
intercede this weekend, our Heavenly Father will be pleased with our petitions and 
return those prayers to those who in a like manner are crying out for His salvation 
and hand to move. Remember that God’s Kingdom can only be restored first by 
the restoration of individuals unto Him. May we fervently pray to this end! 
 
 

V’et’chanan 
I pleaded 

“Call Upon Him!” 
Deuteronomy 3:23-7:11 

Isaiah 40:1-26 
 
V’et’channan is one of the most compelling Torah portions in the entire annual 
cycle. With a reiteration of the Decalogue5 and the Shema6 being just two of the 
many words that are declared, the commentaries written about this critical 
juncture in the sojourn of Ancient Israel are voluminous. One could spend days 
dissecting the grand significance of the Decalogue and the Shema, as these two 
critical pieces from the Bible have doubtlessly molded the thoughts and views of 
countless followers of the Creator God since. While these studies are definitely 
beneficial and recommended for the ardent student of the Torah, the aspect of this 
week’s reading, that seemed to settle in my spirit, is the comment that Moses made 
regarding the opportunity that God’s people have to call upon Him: 

“For what great nation is there that has a god so near to it as is the 
LORD our God whenever we call on Him?” (Deuteronomy 4:7). 

There should be no doubt that this week I am being influenced by the 
distressing affairs that are currently going on in our world. These are troubling 
times for many who follow the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. From my limited 
perspective, if there were ever a time to call upon Him, this is such a time. The 
fact that these particular Scriptures just happen to be studied this week is not by 

 
5 Deuteronomy 5:1-21. 
6 Deuteronomy 6:1-12. 
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chance, because our Sovereign God is intimately aware of the circumstances of His 
Creation. The question that keeps coming to my mind is just how we should all be 
calling on our God as we each deal with the various challenges of this hour. 

As born again Believers, each of us should already know that since we have a 
personal relationship with our Heavenly Father, via the work of the Risen Savior 
Yeshua, with us being granted the indwelling presence of the Ruach HaKodesh 
(Holy Spirit)—that we can have the confidence to approach the Lord with our 
requests (Hebrews 4:16). These following words from David, who knew the Lord 
and is often referred to as one after God’s own heart, should have much more 
meaning to you as you experience the presence of the Spirit of God in a redeemed 
heart of flesh by your faith in the Messiah: 

“The LORD is righteous in all His ways and kind in all His deeds. The LORD is 
near to all who call upon Him, to all who call upon Him in truth. He 
will fulfill the desire of those who fear Him; He will also hear their cry and will 
save them. The LORD keeps all who love Him, but all the wicked He will destroy. 
My mouth will speak the praise of the LORD, and all flesh will bless His holy name 
forever and ever” (Psalm 145:17-21). 

One can definitely see a connection between how Deuteronomy 4:7 speaks of 
those who “call on Him,” and Psalm 145:18, those “who call upon Him in truth.” 
The noticeable difference, between these two phrases, is how Psalm 145:18 adds 
the requirement that God’s people call upon Him b’emet or “in truth,” also 
rendered as “in integrity” (HCSB). Surely, with a knowledge of God’s truth, and a 
comprehension of His holiness and awesome power, we will be able to properly 
issue our requests—and most especially our pleas for His mercy and 
intervention—to Him. 

Personally, I have been praying for many different situations this week. 
Messianic Believers always have the current events present in the Land of Israel, 
and the proverbial “mess” in the Middle East to pray about. This past week (for 12 
August, 2011), though, there has been the growing “mess” in the global economy, 
and specifically the U.S., to pray about. Uncertainty about the future is running 
rampant, especially as the value of homes, property, one’s investment portfolio, 
and confidence in government(s) plummet “down the tubes.” Many people want 
direction regarding these, and other challenges. 

I am reminded that it is often in the broken moments of life, that God finally 
has the opportunity to reveal Himself. It is when questions seem to go unanswered, 
that people can come to the end of relying on themselves, and turn to their Creator 
for mercy, comfort, and even redemption. There is something truly 
wonderful about seeing that you are nothing without the Lord. When 
you can honestly confess that you need to totally trust in Him, and recognize that 
what He is doing or allowing is for your ultimate good—it is then that the 
understanding witnessed in the Shema can be realized: 
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“You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your might” (Deuteronomy 6:5). 

To love the Lord your God with all of oneself, means that you totally accept 
what He is doing in you and your environment. While you might not completely 
like what is going on, and you might want it to change, the fact remains that He as 
Supreme Creator is still in charge. He knows the beginning from the end. He is not 
confounded by the horrific circumstances that have caused turmoil for someone’s 
financial holdings or stocks this week. 

In V’et’chanan, we see a prophecy of how in the Last Days, those who are 
scattered of Israel will return to the Lord, and be gathered back to the Promised 
Land. Within this word are ever-critical admonitions about how His people are to 
turn to Him with all their beings, and how He is astutely faithful to His covenant: 

“The LORD will scatter you among the peoples, and you will be left few in 
number among the nations where the LORD drives you. There you will serve gods, 
the work of man's hands, wood and stone, which neither see nor hear nor eat nor 
smell. But from there you will seek the LORD your God, and you will 
find Him if you search for Him with all your heart and all your soul. 
When you are in distress and all these things have come upon you, in the latter days 
you will return to the LORD your God and listen to His voice. For the LORD 
your God is a compassionate God; He will not fail you nor destroy you 
nor forget the covenant with your fathers which He swore to them” 
(Deuteronomy 4:27-31). 

As you can read, our compassionate God will remember His promises to the 
ancients. This is one promise we can all rely upon, something which faithful 
followers have always turned to throughout the remainder of Holy Writ: 

“Now therefore, our God, the great, the mighty, and the awesome God, who 
keeps covenant and lovingkindness, do not let all the hardship seem insignificant 
before You, which has come upon us, our kings, our princes, our priests, our 
prophets, our fathers and on all Your people, from the days of the kings of Assyria 
to this day” (Nehemiah 9:32). 

“Now the God of peace, who brought up from the dead the great Shepherd of 
the sheep through the blood of the eternal covenant, even Yeshua our Lord, equip 
you in every good thing to do His will, working in us that which is pleasing in His 
sight, through Yeshua the Messiah, to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen” 
(Hebrews 13:20-21). 

I would urge you to please take the time to regularly cry out for all of those 
who truly need Him. Are you one of those people? We live in a world today, where 
circumstances appear to be getting worse and worse, and are completely out of our 
control. This is when the Lord can move. Please take the time to call upon the 
Lord. Pray for all of those being affected by what is happening today, because He is 
the only One who can bring true shalom, true peace and tranquility, to those whose 
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lives are being turned upside down and into chaos. May we be among those 
who know that we can call on Him in this time of need! 
 
 

Ekev 
Because 

“What God Ultimately Requires: 
Faith” 

Deuteronomy 7:12-11:25 
Isaiah 49:14-51:3 

 
Ekev falls on the heels of the last exhortation seen in last week’s Torah portion, 
V’et’chanan (Deuteronomy 3:23-7:11), where Moses commands the people of Israel 
to faithfully observe the instructions, statutes, and judgments that he has delivered 
to them from God (Deuteronomy 6:25-7:11). Deuteronomy 7:12 begins with the 
statement, “Then it shall come about…,” ekev tishme’un, employing the word 
ekev, which is a conjunction meaning “to the end,” or “result, reward” 
(CHALOT).7 Sometimes it can be rendered as “if” (NJPS) or “because” (ESV). Its 
usage indicates the results of obedience to the list of instructions given. 

The opening verses of our parashah this week describe many of the blessings 
that are to come from listening to and performing the commandments of God: 

 
“Then it shall come about, because you listen to these judgments and keep and 
do them, that the LORD your God will keep with you His covenant and His 
lovingkindness which He swore to your forefathers. He will love you and bless 
you and multiply you; He will also bless the fruit of your womb and the fruit of 
your ground, your grain and your new wine and your oil, the increase of your 
herd and the young of your flock, in the land which He swore to your 
forefathers to give you. You shall be blessed above all peoples; there will be no 
male or female barren among you or among your cattle. The LORD will remove 
from you all sickness; and He will not put on you any of the harmful diseases of 
Egypt which you have known, but He will lay them on all who hate you. You 
shall consume all the peoples whom the LORD your God will deliver to you; 
your eye shall not pity them, nor shall you serve their gods, for that would be a 
snare to you. If you should say in your heart, ‘These nations are greater than I; 
how can I dispossess them?’ you shall not be afraid of them; you shall well 
remember what the LORD your God did to Pharaoh and to all Egypt: the great 
trials which your eyes saw and the signs and the wonders and the mighty hand 

 
7 CHALOT, 281. 
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