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thing—are you in a rather uncertain place in your walk with God? For a season, you 
might get away with disobedience and obstinance, because our Heavenly Father is 
longsuffering and full of a compassion that no human has the capacity to 
demonstrate. But eventually, because His Word requires it, He is going to have to 
execute some form of judgment, or at least penalties. When this happens, where 
will you stand? I would note for you that you need not wait for the final 
judgment of humanity to wait for your personal judgment. 

I pray this week that you will be seeking God with all of your heart, falling on 
your face when desperate circumstances arise, and crying out to Him for 
understanding. I hope that you will learn to embrace the fear of the Lord with 
every ounce of your being. 

Our Heavenly Father is raising up Messianic leaders who have some important 
work to do in the days ahead. Will they follow the examples found in the Torah, 
and indeed all of Scripture? Will we have men and women who truly follow God 
and serve the community of faith? Will we have those who show mercy like the 
benevolent Creator we serve? Truly, my friends, we have much to consider from 
this week’s Torah portion. 
 
 

Chukat 
Regulation 

“On the Face Again” 
Numbers 19:1-22:1 

Judges 11:1-33 
 
The past three Torah portions (Beha’alot’kha; Shelakh-Lekha; Korach)31 have dealt 
with the challenges that Moses encountered to his leadership, during Ancient 
Israel’s desert sojourn. This week in Chukat, the leap from the ordinances given by 
God, to approximately thirty-eight years of sojourning in the wilderness, is quite a 
contrast to contemplate. From red heifer sacrifices,32 to the chronic problem of 
water shortages,33 Moses striking rather than speaking to the rock,34 and the 
challenge of hostile nations35—the narrative of Chukat covers a wide series of 
circumstances. Searching for a thread or a single theme, which holds everything 
together, has been a challenge for me, but it something that can be best achieved 

 
31 Numbers 8:1-12:16; 13:1-15:41; 16:1-18:32. 
32 Numbers 19:1-22. 
33 Numbers 20:1-7. 
34 Numbers 20:8-23. 
35 Numbers 21:21-22:1. 
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while in the prostrated position. There is no doubt that the quintessential example of 
leadership displayed by Moses is repeated one more time for our edification, that 
we might adequately consider where we stand before our Creator. 

Before we analyze the balance of our Torah reading for this week, I would be 
remiss to not consider the perplexing exercise established decades earlier when the 
priests of Israel were given instruction about how to purify the sporadically 
unclean. Since twice in the opening chapter, we see that aspects of this procedure 
are to be a “perpetual statute” for the people of Israel and sojourners in the 
community, it is perhaps something that should be considered spiritually 
illuminating: 

“The one who gathers the ashes of the heifer shall wash his clothes and be 
unclean until evening; and it shall be a perpetual statute to the sons of Israel and 
to the alien who sojourns among them…So it shall be a perpetual statute for 
them. And he who sprinkles the water for impurity shall wash his clothes, and he 
who touches the water for impurity shall be unclean until evening. Furthermore, 
anything that the unclean person touches shall be unclean; and the person who 
touches it shall be unclean until evening” (Numbers 19:10, 21-22). 

“Perpetual statute” or “eternal decree” (ATS) reads as chuqat olam in Hebrew. 
What we see detailed in Numbers 19 concerning the ashes of the red heifer are not 
the only Torah statutes that are to be done in perpetuity. But unlike remembering 
the appointed times on some level,36 which the Jewish Synagogue has done without 
an operating Temple or priesthood for two millennia, how are things like the 
instruction of the red heifer to be honored? 

The Hebrew chuqah or “ordinance” is derived from the root verb chaqaq, 
generally meaning “cut in, inscribe, decree” (BDB).37 The first time this term is used 
appears in Genesis 49:10, in the prophecy regarding the coming of the Messiah to 
rule with a ruler’s staff or scepter: 

“The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler's staff [chaqaq] from 
between his feet, until Shiloh comes, and to him shall be the obedience of the 
peoples” (Genesis 49:10). 

The term chaqaq describes authority with the power to make edicts. A related 
noun, choq, means “something prescribed, a statute or due” (BDB).38 It is used to 
describe Pharaoh’s allotment of land for the priests of Egypt as directed by Joseph, 
when he was the viceroy of Egypt: 

“Only the land of the priests he did not buy, for the priests had an allotment 
[choq] from Pharaoh, and they lived off the allotment [choq] which Pharaoh gave 
them. Therefore, they did not sell their land” (Genesis 47:22). 

Considering these related terms, we can begin to understand that these statutes 
not only have a considerable amount of authority attached to them, but that those 

 
36 Exodus 12:14, 17; Leviticus 16:31; 23:14, 21, 31, 41. 
37 BDB, 349. 
38 Ibid. 
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who follow them also receive or inherit the blessings of the Almighty as they are 
obeyed. Of course, many of today’s Messianic Believers ask which of the Torah’s 
instructions we should observe—or even can observe—in modern times. We do 
not live in the same circumstances, either economic or technological, that many of 
the Torah’s commandments were originally directed for. We obviously do not live in 
the Ancient Near East. However, as Messianics regularly study Moses’ Teaching on a 
consistent basis, we do certainly consider what they mean—and so to an extent we 
can “remember” them. 

It is my conviction that we must all strive to adhere to the Torah 
commandments that Yeshua the Messiah and the Apostles followed. This obviously 
begins with demonstrating a love for God and neighbor,39 and being steadfastly 
concerned with treating our fellow human beings with care and respect. Beyond 
this, today’s Messianic Believers are often widely agreed that matters like keeping 
the Sabbath, the annual feasts, the dietary laws, and related observances, need to be 
observed. The Jewish theological and spiritual tradition can certainly be consulted 
in these areas, as we keep these practices in community, although not to the negation 
of the New Covenant realities to be experienced in Yeshua by His sacrifice for 
sinful humanity. As we strive to be obedient to God’s Torah as the Messiah and the 
Apostles were, we do so with various limitations present within our Twenty-First 
Century world, and sometimes we are forced to speculate on what the Lord would 
do were He living in our time. Beseeching the Lord and being sensitive to 
His Spirit are absolutely required for a Messianic Believer’s Torah 
observance.40 

As I examine different passages in the Torah where the Law of God is 
elaborated upon, I often realize that in many cases you can easily discern their 
symbolism. Using physical and tangible implements, or conducting certain 
activities, are to point one to God’s holiness and majesty. Things like the pure oil 
for the menorah, the purification of hands and feet before entering the Tent of 
Meeting, various peace offerings, the waving of the barley sheaf, the Passover lamb, 
the proclamation made at Shavuot, the Yom Kippur service, the celebration of Sukkot, 
and the blowing of the trumpets—reveal greater and deeper elements of our 
Biblical faith. 

A great difficulty, however, arises if one is trying to understand all of these 
symbols without the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit sent to 
instruct, teach, and guide us into all truth. If you get hung up on all of these 
ordinances and the impression that without doing them all to the letter of the 
Law—or at least to some of the strictest of methods prescribed by modern-day 
Orthodox Judaism—you are in trouble, you likely need to check yourself to see 

 
39 Deuteronomy 6:5; Leviticus 19:18; cf. Matthew 19:19; 22:39; Mark 12:31; Luke 10:27; 

Romans 13:9; Galatians 5:14; James 2:8. 
40 For some useful thoughts, consult the article “The Significance of the Messiah Event” by 

Margaret McKee Huey and J.K. McKee (appearing in the Messianic Torah Helper). 
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where you are in your relationship with God. Is your relationship with the Torah, 
or is it with the Giver of the Torah? 

Within Chuqat, after Numbers ch. 19, Torah readers move a giant leap 
forward, approximately thirty-eight years to the time just before the Ancient 
Israelites were getting ready to enter into the Promised Land. Moses was almost 
120 years old, and his sister Miriam died and was buried (Numbers 20:1). But with 
the previous generation largely now having died off, its children and grandchildren 
were about to fall into their predecessors’ same pattern of complaining and 
murmuring, with the water having dried up (Numbers 20:2). They were at the 
throats of Moses and Aaron, quarreling about the lack of water, and complaining 
about the lack of various fruit bearing trees (Numbers 20:3-5). 

Interestingly, Moses and Aaron, now in their “senior season,” responded in the 
best manner that they have mastered over the years. They got down on their 
faces once again and implored the Lord to intercede. They received the 
answer to their question as how to proceed, and the instructions given by God 
were very direct: 

“Then Moses and Aaron came in from the presence of the assembly to the 
doorway of the tent of meeting and fell on their faces. Then the glory of the LORD 
appeared to them; and the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, ‘Take the rod; and you 
and your brother Aaron assemble the congregation and speak to the rock before 
their eyes, that it may yield its water. You shall thus bring forth water for them out 
of the rock and let the congregation and their beasts drink.’ So Moses took the rod 
from before the LORD, just as He had commanded him.” 

Instead of following the Lord’s instruction as He laid forth, Moses, at this 
somewhat late stage in his life, made a tragic mistake. Rather than speaking to the 
rock as directed, he chastised the rebels and he struck the rock twice, in order to 
bring forth water. This resulted in God disallowing Moses and Aaron their personal 
entrance into the Promised Land: 

“[A]nd Moses and Aaron gathered the assembly before the rock. And he said to 
them, ‘Listen now, you rebels; shall we bring forth water for you out of this rock?’ 
Then Moses lifted up his hand and struck the rock twice with his rod; and water 
came forth abundantly, and the congregation and their beasts drank. But the 
LORD said to Moses and Aaron, ‘Because you have not believed Me, to 
treat Me as holy in the sight of the sons of Israel, therefore you shall 
not bring this assembly into the land which I have given them.’ Those 
were the waters of Meribah, because the sons of Israel contended with the LORD, 
and He proved Himself holy among them” (Numbers 20:10-13). 

This is a great lesson for all of us to learn. Moses was a man chosen to actually 
talk with God “face to face” (cf. Exodus 33:11), but at this late stage in his life he 
acted rashly—and it cost him dearly. Moses was denied the opportunity to enter 
into the Promised Land with the people of Israel. Shortly after this, Aaron died 
(Numbers 20:24-29). The rest of Chukat deals with the battles that erupted with 
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the peoples who wanted to harass Israel and keep them from achieving their destiny 
(Numbers 21:1-22:1). 

What can we learn from this text—that takes us on a wild journey from 
discussing the red heifer, to burying Aaron, and ends up on the precipice of Ancient 
Israel entering the Promised Land on the plains of Moab? Are we going to be like 
Moses and Aaron, and/or their generation who perished in the wilderness or are we 
on the road to entering into the fullness of rest provided in the Messiah? 

There are regulations encountered in the Torah which cannot be observed in 
the Twenty-First Century, some of which are described in Chukat. Not 
infrequently, people within today’s Messianic community feel guilty that they 
cannot keep them, perhaps thinking that our God in Heaven has a ledger sheet by 
which He judges people. Many people, not so unconsciously, think that the Lord 
could literally strike them down at any moment if they are not focused on the 
minutiae of His instructions. 

Those who have experienced the salvation of Yeshua, while surely needing to 
fear the Lord, should not have their spirituality dominated by a phobia of 
approaching Him. Hebrews 4:16 communicates how we are to “draw near with 
confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to 
help in time of need.” 

If any of you do not adequately understand the significance or meaning of 
various instructions witnessed in the Torah, then just as the leaders of Ancient 
Israel fell on their faces before God—might you need to do the same? Do you have 
a heart and mind that are oriented toward His Word and toward obedience? If you 
do, then falling on your face before the Lord, and communing with the Heavenly 
Father, should be a worthwhile exercise. For, our Sovereign God knows our 
individual human circumstances and limitations—and He is most merciful! He 
knows if we are truly seeking obedience and compliance with His Word, or if we 
are trying to deliberately find ways around it. Are we trying to appreciate the 
significance of the things seen in Chukat, informing us as to His character—or think 
that it has no place in the Bible studies of modern Believers? 

As we each do this, will we have a witness in faith in the atoning blood of the 
Messiah? Will we have a witness that the Holy Spirit indwells us, and that we are 
trying to submit our will to His will? Let us each strive toward maturity in the 
Lord…even if it causes us to fall on our face frequently! 
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