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This week, as we consider the Aaronic Benediction, we can first be thankful 
that we have this wonderful prayer to contemplate and recite—as we cry out to the 
Lord for His blessings. Additionally, as Believers in the redeeming work of the 
Messiah Yeshua, we should be able to invoke this meaningful prayer for ourselves, 
as well as others, as we serve the Lord. Above all, we should always remember that 
more is to come as we await the return of the Messiah to Planet Earth, and the 
eventual establishment of His reign of total peace and shalom. What kind of service 
of worship must we offer to Him in the meantime (cf. Romans 12:1), to hasten the 
Lord’s coming? 
 
 

B’ha’alotkha 
When you set up 

“Prophets All” 
Numbers 8:1-12:16 
Zechariah 2:14-4:7 

 
As we look at this week’s Torah portion, B’ha’alotkha or “When you set up,” we are 
directed to the continuing saga of Ancient Israel, and some of the trials and 
tribulations of its sojourn through the wilderness wanderings. Among the things we 
encounter, Moses is given the design for the menorah or lampstand that is to be 
placed in the Tent of Meeting.16 This seven-branched candelabrum is to illuminate 
the Holy of Holies where the Ark of the Covenant is located. Specific instructions 
are given for the Levites, who are dedicated to serve the Almighty.17 It is also noted 
that the requirements for sojourners who have joined themselves to the God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, are identical to those as the native born.18 

In one of the unique passages of the Torah, Numbers 10:35-36 are actually 
separated out by two inverted Hebrew letter nuns.19 These are editorial markers 
that have been placed in the text by copyists, to denote that this is something which 
needs to be paid attention to: 

 

 
16 Numbers 8:1-4. 
17 Numbers 8:5-26. 
18 Cf. Numbers 9:14. 
19 See Karl Elliger and Wilhelm Rudolph, et. al., eds., Biblica Hebraica Stuttgartensia (Stuttgart: 

Deutche Bibelgesellschaft, 1977), 231; and Aron Dotan, ed., Biblia Hebraica Leningradensia (Peabody, 
MA: Hendrickson, 2001), 213. 
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{inverted nun} V’yehi binso’a 

ha’aron v’yomer Moshe, 
“Qumah ADONAI v’yafutzu 
o’vekha v’yanusu mesanekha 
mipanekha, 

u’venuchoh yomar shuvah 
ADONAI riv’vot alfei Yisrael 

{inverted nun} 

 

 
Numbers 10:35-36 are certainly important verses in the Torah, 

communicating how Ancient Israel would move in the desert, and they implore 
God to protect Israel from its enemies: 

“Thus they set out from the mount of the LORD three days' journey, with the 
ark of the covenant of the LORD journeying in front of them for the three days, to 
seek out a resting place for them. The cloud of the LORD was over them by day 
when they set out from the camp. Then it came about when the ark set out 
that Moses said, ‘Rise up, O LORD! And let Your enemies be scattered, 
and let those who hate You flee before You.’ When it came to rest, he said, 
‘Return, O LORD, to the myriad thousands of Israel’” (Numbers 10:33-36). 

A theological explanation, for the two inverted nuns, is obviously so that Torah 
readers can pay attention to the significance of these verses.20 Textual explanations 
also exist, in that there is some doubt as to whether or not Numbers 10:35-36 are 
actually in their correct place within the Hebrew text, possibly being dislocated,21 
as the Greek Septuagint testifies to a slightly different arrangement for Numbers 
10:33-36. This is not at all something, though, that communicates any difference of 
content: 

 
[33] And they departed from the mount of the Lord a three days’ journey; and 
the ark of the covenant of the Lord went before them a three days’ journey to 
provide rest for them. [35] And it came to pass when the ark set 
forward, that Moses said, Arise, O Lord, and let thine enemies be 
scattered: let all that hate thee flee. [36] And in the resting he said, 
Turn again, O Lord, the thousands and tens of thousands in Israel. 
[34] And the cloud overshadowed them by day, when they departed from the 
camp.22 
 
From Numbers 10:35-36, we see a significant declaration issued by Moses, 

indicating how critical it would be for the Israelites to appeal to the Lord and His 
power prior to moving the Ark of the Covenant. These verses undoubtedly 

 
20 Cf. Hertz, Pentateuch & Haftorahs, 613. 
21 Cf. Kelley, Mynatt, and Crawford, pp 34-35. 
22 Sir Lancelot C. L. Brenton, ed & trans., The Septuagint With Apocrypha (Peabody, MA: 

Hendrickson, 1999), 188. 
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communicate a sincere reverence for the Word of God, and its Divine inspiration. 
By remembering that God has the power to scatter the enemies of His people, each 
of us today must entreat the Holy One to protect us and preserve us—as opposed 
to us relying on our own human strength. It should not be surprising for us to know 
that Numbers 10:35-36 is recited, along with Micah 4:1-3 and Isaiah 2:2-4, every 
Shabbat in the traditional liturgy of the Jewish Synagogue before the Torah scroll is 
removed for reading.23 

Following this important word, B’ha’alotkha now turns to the incessant 
complaints of the Israelites, and how the Lord dealt with their insurrection and 
demands for food and the culinary comforts of Egypt.24 The introduction of the 
quail for food, and the response of Moses to the judgment that is meted out upon 
these recalcitrant people, gives us a real sense of Moses’ heart and love for them. 
Moses has a real willingness to step out for the Israelites, in spite of their negative 
and thankless attitudes: 

“So Moses said to the LORD, ‘Why have You been so hard on Your servant? 
And why have I not found favor in Your sight, that You have laid the burden of all 
this people on me? Was it I who conceived all this people? Was it I who brought 
them forth, that You should say to me, “Carry them in your bosom as a nurse 
carries a nursing infant, to the land which You swore to their fathers”? Where am I 
to get meat to give to all this people? For they weep before me, saying, “Give us 
meat that we may eat!” I alone am not able to carry all this people, because it is too 
burdensome for me. So if You are going to deal thus with me, please kill me at 
once, if I have found favor in Your sight, and do not let me see my wretchedness’” 
(Numbers 11:11-15). 

At this point in Israel’s experiences, we see that Moses is ready to offer himself 
for the needs of his people. The solution to the frustration that Moses felt, even 
though he surely served Israel without reservation, was that Moses’ leadership 
responsibilities would be divided among seventy elders. Moses would not have to 
lead Ancient Israel, presumably mostly by himself: 

“The LORD therefore said to Moses, ‘Gather for Me seventy men from the 
elders of Israel, whom you know to be the elders of the people and their officers 
and bring them to the tent of meeting, and let them take their stand there with you. 
Then I will come down and speak with you there, and I will take of the Spirit who 
is upon you, and will put Him upon them; and they shall bear the burden of the 
people with you, so that you will not bear it all alone’” (Numbers 11:16-17). 

As you consider the requirements for leadership in the camp of Ancient Israel, 
you can read that Moses simply knew who those were, intended to be chosen to 
“have experience as elders and officers of the people” (NJPS). Moses chose 
individuals of the highest caliber. The instructions witnessed in the Torah, 

 
23 Hertz, The Authorised Daily Prayer Book, pp 473-475; Scherman and Zlotowitz, Complete ArtScroll 

Siddur, pp 471-473; Harlow, Siddur Sim Shalom, 139. 
24 Numbers 11:1-35. 
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for the leaders of Ancient Israel, affected later generations of Israelites as the 
Promised Land was settled, as well as informed the leadership structures of the 
Jewish Synagogue during the time of Yeshua and the emerging Messianic movement 
of the First Century. 

After Moses chose the seventy elders who would assist with the administration 
of the Ancient Israelites, the Holy One then was able to pour out His Spirit upon 
them. As a result of this occurring, we see that various individuals in the camp of 
Israel began to prophesy: 

“So Moses went out and told the people the words of the LORD. Also, he 
gathered seventy men of the elders of the people, and stationed them around the 
tent. Then the LORD came down in the cloud and spoke to him; and He 
took of the Spirit who was upon him and placed Him upon the seventy 
elders. And when the Spirit rested upon them, they prophesied. But 
they did not do it again. But two men had remained in the camp; the name of 
one was Eldad and the name of the other Medad. And the Spirit rested upon them 
(now they were among those who had been registered, but had not gone out to the 
tent), and they prophesied in the camp. So a young man ran and told Moses and 
said, ‘Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.’ Then Joshua the son of Nun, 
the attendant of Moses from his youth, said, ‘Moses, my lord, restrain them.’ But 
Moses said to him, ‘Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all the 
LORD's people were prophets, that the LORD would put His Spirit upon 
them!’ Then Moses returned to the camp, both he and the elders of Israel” 
(Numbers 11:24-30). 

In an incredible display of God’s grace toward His people, He placed His Spirit 
upon the seventy elders who had been selected for leadership. Apparently, there 
were two who were chosen to lead, but who did not attend the initial outpouring 
of the Spirit upon the other sixty-eight. All of a sudden within the camp, Eldad and 
Medad were found prophesying in the camp, and Joshua came and reported this 
activity to Moses, having thought that perhaps they were out of order. 

The response of Moses is quite interesting, as he admonished Joshua for his 
concern. Moses already knew that God wanted the seventy to help lead Israel. 
Moses’ response, “I wish that all the LORD's people were prophets and that the 
LORD would put his Spirit on them!” (Numbers 11:29, NIV), indicates that he was 
desiring all of Israel to be in a position to prophesy or speak forth God’s truth with 
clarity. 

Being able to speak forth important admonitions, from the Lord, is something 
that our Heavenly Father surely desires for all of His children. In the Apostle Paul’s 
description of various ministry functions within the Body of Messiah—whether one 
is an apostle, a prophet, an evangelist, or a pastor or a teacher—all are to be guided 
by the Holy Spirit and speak forth the Lord’s message with clarity and maturity: 

“And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, 
and some as pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of 
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service, to the building up of the body of Messiah; until we all attain to the unity of 
the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure 
of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Messiah. As a result, we are no 
longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every 
wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming; but 
speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the 
head, even Messiah” (Ephesians 4:11-15). 

The goal of these, and various other jobs to be performed within the Body of 
Messiah, is so that all Believers may attain unity within the faith, and be mature. All 
of the Believers, properly functioning together, are to necessarily point to the Head 
or the Source of all: Yeshua the Messiah (Jesus Christ). 

One of the critical aspects required for any leadership position, within the 
Body of Messiah, is the ability to speak forth God’s truth in love. The only way to 
do this is by allowing the agapē love of the Holy Spirit to speak through us. This 
requires a person not only to be born again, but also to be committed to a life of 
holiness and steady growth in the Lord. Just like Moses desired that all of Israel 
would prophesy, so too are gifts of prophecy and many others, to be present among 
the community of Messiah followers today. 

The other Apostles also give us fair warning about the need to be able to 
discern what are truly genuine words originating from the Spirit of God, and what 
are not. The Apostle Peter warns about the need to discern between a true 
prophetic utterance and what is not, emphasizing how he was present at the Mount 
of Transfiguration when he saw Yeshua the Messiah in all of His exalted glory: 

“For we did not follow cleverly devised tales when we made 
known to you the power and coming of our Lord Yeshua the Messiah, 
but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty. For when He received honor and 
glory from God the Father, such an utterance as this was made to Him by the 
Majestic Glory, ‘This is My beloved Son with whom I am well-pleased’—and we 
ourselves heard this utterance made from heaven when we were with Him on the 
holy mountain. So we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which 
you do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until 
the day dawns and the morning star arises in your hearts. But know this 
first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one's own interpretation, for 
no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy 
Spirit spoke from God” (2 Peter 1:16-21). 

In this day and age, when we have been warned incessantly throughout the 
Scriptures that many false teachers and false prophets will arise to deceive people, 
we need to be mindful of the imperative to check everything we hear through the 
grid of the Bible. This is why it is so critical that we establish a working knowledge 
of Scripture, beginning with the laws of the Torah, and consistent with the actual 
Prophets and Apostles of God themselves. Here is an extremely worthwhile 
example to consider, because it is very clear that God Himself is going to send false 



COMMENTARY ON NUMBERS 
 

 
 במדבר 

215 

signs and wonders to test His people, and determine if they are following Him or 
some other spirit: 

“If a prophet or a dreamer of dreams arises among you and gives you a sign or a 
wonder, and the sign or the wonder comes true, concerning which he spoke to 
you, saying, ‘Let us go after other gods (whom you have not known) and let us 
serve them,’ you shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that dreamer of 
dreams; for the LORD your God is testing you to find out if you love the 
LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul. You shall 
follow the LORD your God and fear Him; and you shall keep His commandments, 
listen to His voice, serve Him, and cling to Him” (Deuteronomy 13:1-4). 

Imagine a statute of “the Virgin Mary” crying with actual tears coming from the 
stone or marble. To many in the world, this sounds like a tremendous sign or 
miracle that one might even witness with his or her very own eyes. What is one to 
do, especially when the people who are showing you this sign are trying to impress 
you? 

First of all, given the fact that there have been many “manufactured miracles” 
witnessed in the course of Roman Catholic history, it is appropriate that a critical 
person question whether something supernatural has really transpired. There are 
many perceived supernatural or spiritual occurrences, which are actually man-
made. 

Secondly, just because something “supernatural” occurs, does not automatically 
mean that it originates from God. Those who know the Torah, or Law of God, 
should be instinctly aware of the Second Commandment, and its prohibition of 
making statutes or carved images to be used in worship: 

“You shall not make for yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven 
above or on the earth beneath or in the water under the earth” (Exodus 20:4; cf. 
Deuteronomy 5:8-9). 

When you know that God does not permit graven images to be used for, or in, 
worship, a statue of the Virgin Mary apparently crying can be immediately 
disregarded as originating from Him. This is something that would violate the Second 
Commandment. 

Can you think of any other examples of so-called “signs” or “miracles” that 
might occur today, but clearly do not align with the character of the Holy 
Scriptures, or the testimonies that it gives us of the kinds of signs we should 
legitimately expect to see? There are probably many supernatural occurrences you 
have either seen or witnessed, which are “supernatural” only in the sense that human 
beings are not responsible for them—and they actually come from the forces of 
darkness. It is a sobering and scary thought, but we each need to realize that 
demonic signs will actually become more treacherous, slippery, and commonplace 
the sooner we get to the return of Yeshua. The need to know what the Scriptures 
say about these things is absolutely critical, for discerning what is from the Lord, 
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and also what is from the Adversary. Yeshua Himself warned His Disciples that false 
signs will be prevalent in the Last Days: 

“For false messiahs and false prophets will arise and will show great 
signs and wonders, so as to mislead, if possible, even the elect. Behold, I 
have told you beforehand. If therefore they say to you, ‘Behold, He is in the 
wilderness,’ do not go forth, or, ‘Behold, He is in the inner chambers,’ do not 
believe it” (Matthew 24:24-26). 

This is a stern warning that false messiahs and false prophets “will appear and 
produce great signs and omens” (NRSV) that will challenge the elect of God to 
discern from where these manifestations emanate. I would urge you to be warned 
of many false signs and wonders that do not line up with instruction of God in the 
Torah, or any part of the Bible for that matter. For those of us who are trying to 
reestablish a firm foundation for our faith, we should exhibit some skepticism when 
we hear about many of the “miracles” present throughout Pentecostal and 
charismatic Christianity today. Are they genuine, or are they deception? 

We need to all know the Word of God and inculcate it into our hearts and 
minds every day! Certainly, Moses desired that all would prophesy. But, he also 
wanted all to be filled with God’s Holy Spirit, as the Spirit through His people 
would do the prophesying. This is available today as we submit our wills to His will. As 
we seek to be led by the Spirit and walk by the Spirit, we can let all of the Lord’s 
words come forth from our innermost being. May this be the testimony for one and 
all! 
 
 

Shelakh-Lekha 
Send on your behalf 

“Nevertheless” 
Numbers 13:1-15:41 

Joshua 2:1-24 
 
This week, the Torah continues to discuss some of the challenges that Ancient Israel 
had with various leadership issues, as the journey from Egypt to the Promised Land 
proceeded. Having just witnessed a threat to his leadership from his sister Miriam 
and his brother Aaron,25 Moses is now placed in a position to continue encouraging 
the Israelites to move forward on the journey, toward the ultimate goal of securing 
the land promised to them. This humble servant of the Most High had just survived 
accusations from his sister that resulted in her temporary bout with leprosy 

 
25 Numbers 12:1-16. 


	Annual Torah Reading Schedule
	INTRODUCTION
	Bereisheet In the Beginning “Return to Foundation”
	Noach Noah “Walking by Faith”
	Lekh-Lekha Get yourself out “Go Forth and Receive Blessings”
	V’yeira He appeared “Difficult and Hesitant Questions”
	Chayei Sarah Sarah’s life “Respecting the Local Customs”
	Toldot  History “Generational Choices”
	V’yeitzei He went out “Jacob’s Maturation (Part 1)”
	V’yishlach He sent “Jacob’s Maturation (Part 2)”
	V’yeishev He continued living “Conflict and Faith”
	Mikkeitz At the end “Remembering God’s Favor”
	V’yigash He approached “Positioning for Restoration”
	V’yechi He lived “Blessing Israel”
	Shemot Names “Fear to Hear”
	V’eira I appeared “The Finger of God”
	Bo Go “Signs for Us”
	B’shalach After he had let go “An Ancient and Current Foe”
	Yitro Jethro “Divine Service Toward Others”
	Mishpatim Rulings “Rules Unto Others”
	Terumah Contribution “The Heart of the Matter”
	Tetzaveh You shall command “Set-Apart Unto Him”
	Ki Tisa When you take “Compassion Personified”
	V’yakheil He assembled “Actions Speak Louder Than Words”
	Pequdei Accounts “Weight of Glory”
	Vayikra He called “A Witness Who Keeps Silent”
	Tzav Give an order “Kindness, Justice, Righteousness”
	Shemini Eighth “Be Ye Holy”
	Tazria She Conceives
	Metzora Infected One “Clean! Clean!”
	Acharei Mot After the death
	Kedoshim Holy Ones “Holiness and the Golden Rule”
	Emor Speak “Hear, Obey, Walk”
	B’har On the mount
	B’chuqotai By My Regulations “Double-Edged Sevens”
	Bamidbar In the wilderness “The God of Order and Authority”
	Naso Take “A Prayer of Peace”
	B’ha’alotkha When you set up “Prophets All”
	Shelakh-Lekha Send on your behalf “Nevertheless”
	Korach Korah “Budding Leadership Patterns”
	Chukat Regulation “On the Face Again”
	Balak Destroyer “Self-Inflicted Curses”
	Pinchas Phinehas “Wise Choices”
	Mattot Tribes
	Mas’ei Stages “Final Instructions”
	Devarim Words “Rehearsing the Truths”
	V’et’chanan I pleaded “Call Upon Him!”
	Ekev Because “What God Ultimately Requires: Faith”
	Re’eih See “Tests from Within and Without”
	Shoftim Judges “Required Words”
	Ki-Teitzei When you go out “Love Thy Neighbor”
	Ki-Tavo When you enter in “Why We Obey the Lord”
	Nitzavim Standing “Choose Life”
	V’yeilekh And he went
	Ha’azinu Hear “The Rock of Salvation”
	V’zot Ha’berakhah This is the blessing “Keeping Faith as a Servant of God”
	About the Author
	BIBLIOGRAPHY



