
The Mishnah tractate Pirkei Avot or Sayings of the Fathers, is a 
compilation of wise sayings, proverbs, and anecdotes dating from 
the Third Century B.C.E.-Third Century C.E., forming much of 
the basis of ancient Jewish ethics. Many important parallels can 
be seen between remarks made in the Pirkei Avot, and the wisdom 
sayings or teachings of Yeshua the Messiah, James the Just, and 
the Apostles Peter and Paul. In the Jewish community today, the 
Pirkei Avot are traditionally read and considered during the seven 
weeks, between the festivals of Passover and Shavuot. 

Sayings of the Fathers: A Messianic Perspective on Pirkei Avot takes 
readers through not just one, but two years of fifty-day 
reflections, and six bonus days, of some of the ancient wisdom 
seen in this valuable text. You will not only be introduced to some 
of the key views present in the Apostolic period, but also be able to 
weigh the value which the Jewish Sages have in your own personal 
study and reflection upon the Holy Scriptures. Be prepared to join 
into an ancient discussion which spans the ages, as you reflect on 
these words. Be blessed, as your faith and outlook on the world 
are enriched, and you have more to take to your Heavenly Father 
in prayer! 
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Provide thyself a teacher, 
and get thee an associate, 

and judge all men in the scale of merit 
 

Avot 1:6 
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familiarize yourself with them as the text may reference a Bible version, i.e., RSV for 
the Revised Standard Version, or a source such as TWOT for the Theological Wordbook 
of the Old Testament, solely by its abbreviation. Detailed listings of these sources are 
provided in the Bibliography. 
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