The seven-week period between the Biblical festivals of Passover
and Shavuot, or Pentecost, is the season of Counting the Omer
(Leviticus 23:10-16; Deuteronomy 16:9-11). Originally in the
Tabernacle and Temple of Ancient Israel, the priests were to
present special offerings before the Lord each day for the fifty-day
count. Psalm 67 was among the hymns recited and employed to
offer praise and adoration to Him. Since the destruction of the
Second Temple, various Jewish traditions have been developed in
order to make the seven-week or fifty-day Omer Count a very
special time to focus on God, His blessings, and the important
themes of Shavuot.

Today’s Messianic Believers can surely benefit from any discipline
where God’s people can review various Scripture passages for a set
time, and allow themselves to be prepared for great things when
the Feast of Weeks is finally observed. The awesome wisdom and
goodness of our Heavenly Father are things definitely worthy of
exploration and contemplation—via a reflection upon the themes
of various Psalms, and how they relate to our understanding of
Shavuot and our faith in Yeshua the Messiah (Jesus Christ).

Counting the Omer: A Daily Devotional Toward Shavuot is a
compilation of insightful, encouraging messages, which examines
a passage from Psalms every day for the fifty-day Omer Count
season. Each exhortation is intended to prepare you for the
commemoration of Shavuot (Pentecost) at the end of seven weeks.
Gleaned from the studies and notes of William Mark Huey, it is the
author’s intent that God’s people can not only be energized to
Count the Omer themselves—but be specially prepared to
experience His presence when the Feast of Weeks finally arrives!






COUNTTNG
THE OMER_






COUNTTNG
THE OMER_

ADAILY DEVOTIONAL
TOWARD SHAVUOT

WILLIAM MARK HUEY

MESSIANIC APOLOGETICS
messianicapologetics.blog



COUNTING THE OMER
ADAIY DEVOTIONALTOWARD SHAVUOT

© 2005, 2008, 2012, 2024 William Mark Huey

edited by J.K. McKee

All rights reserved. With the exception of quotations for academic purposes, no part of
this publication may be reproduced without prior permission of the publisher.

Cover Image: eclipse_images via istockphoto

ISBN 979-8316273010 (paperback)
ASIN Boo6P01Z36 (eBook)

Published by Messianic Apologetics, a division of Outreach Israel Ministries
P.O. Box 516

McKinney, Texas 75070

(407) 933-2002

outreachisrael.net / outreachisrael.blog
messianicapologetics.net / messianicapologetics.blog

Unless otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from the World Messianic Bible
(WMB), published at <ebible.org/engwmb>.

Fair Use Notice: This publication contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always
been specifically authorized by the copyright owner. We make use of this material as a matter of
teaching, scholarship, research, and commentary. We believe in good faith that this constitutes a
“fair use” of any such copyrighted material as provided for in section 107 of the US Copyright Law,
and is in accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107. For more information go to:
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/17/107

Outreach Israel Ministries is a non-profit 501(c)3. All prices listed on the publications of Outreach
Israel Ministries and Messianic Apologetics are suggested donations.



Speak to the children of Israel, and tell them,
“When you have come into the land which I give to you,
and shall reap its harvest, then you shall bring the sheaf

of the first fruits of your harvest to the priest. He shall
wave the sheaf before the LORD, to be accepted for you.
On the next day after the Sabbath the priest shall wave it.
On the day when you wave the sheaf, you shall offer a
male lamb without defect a year old for a burnt offering
to the LORD. The meal offering with it shall be two
tenths of an efah of fine flour mixed with oil, an offering
made by fire to the LORD for a pleasant aroma; and the
drink offering with it shall be of wine, the fourth part of
a hin. You must not eat bread, or roasted grain, or fresh
grain, until this same day, until you have brought the
offering of your God. This is a statute forever throughout
your generations in all your dwellings. You shall count
from the next day after the Sabbath, from the day that
you brought the sheaf of the wave offering: seven
Sabbaths shall be completed” (WMB).

Leviticus 23:10-15
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INTRODUCTION

An interesting experience happened to me on my spiritual journey,
between Passover and the Feast of Weeks in 2004, which actually
inspired this volume. At that time, in my capacity as director of
Outreach Israel Ministries, we were responsible for certain elements of
a unified effort, by several independent Messianic ministries, to co-host
a celebration of the festival of Shavuot (Pentecost) in Orlando, Florida.
With the stated theme of “Unity in Spirit and Truth,” our collective
efforts, among many goals, were devoted to displaying to much of the
beleaguered Messianic community—at least for a brief moment—that
Spirit-led followers of Yeshua the Messiah could actually work, worship,
and minister together while commemorating the Feast of Weeks. In
Biblical times, Shavuot was originally given to be one of the three times
of ingathering at Jerusalem:

“You shall observe a feast to me three times a year. You shall observe
the feast of unleavened bread. Seven days you shall eat unleavened
bread, as I commanded you, at the time appointed in the month Abib
(for in it you came out of Egypt), and no one shall appear before me
empty. And the feast of harvest, the first fruits of your labors,
which you sow in the field; and the feast of ingathering, at the end
of the year, when you gather in your labors out of the field. Three
times in the year all your males shall appear before the Lord GOD”
(Exodus 23:14-17, WMB; cf. Leviticus 23:11-16).

The important feature of Shavuot is to convoke and declare
allegiance and dedication to God. Our primary objective in 2004 was to
focus on the Holy One of Israel, and since most do not have the financial
ability to convene in Jerusalem—we simply wanted to assemble as one
and declare our love and obedience to the Lord, allowing His Spirit to
minister. As a result, almost all who attended our convocation were
treated to an awesome display of how events and gatherings focused on
the Messiah Yeshua and His work for us, can be a spiritual blessing
beyond description.
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