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Abbreviations and Special Terms 
The following is a list of abbreviations for reference works and special terms which are used in publications by Outreach Israel 
Ministries and Messianic Apologetics. Please familiarize yourself with them as the text may reference a Bible version, i.e., RSV 
for the Revised Standard Version, or a source such as TWOT for the Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament, solely by its 
abbreviation. Detailed listings of these sources are provided in the Bibliography. 

ABD: Anchor Bible Dictionary 
AMG: Complete Word Study Dictionary: Old Testament, New 

Testament 
ANE: Ancient Near East(ern) 
Apostolic Scriptures/Writings: the New Testament 
Ara: Aramaic 
ASV: American Standard Version (1901) 
ATS: ArtScroll Tanach (1996) 
b. Babylonian Talmud (Talmud Bavli)
B.C.E.: Before Common Era or B.C. 
BDAG: A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and 

Other Early Christian Literature (Bauer, Danker, 
Arndt, Gingrich) 

BDB: Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew and English Lexicon 
C.E.: Common Era or A.D. 
CGEDNT: Concise Greek-English Dictionary of New Testament 

Words (Barclay M. Newman) 
CGL: Cambridge Greek Lexicon (2021) 
CHALOT: Concise Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the Old 

Testament (Holladay) 
CJB: Complete Jewish Bible (1998) 
CJSB: Complete Jewish Study Bible (2016) 
DRA: Douay-Rheims American Edition 
DSS: Dead Sea Scrolls 
EDB: Eerdmans Dictionary of the Bible 
EJ: Encylopaedia Judaica 
ESV: English Standard Version (2001) 
Ger: German 
GNT: Greek New Testament 
Grk: Greek 
HALOT: Hebrew & Aramaic Lexicon of the Old Testament 

(Koehler and Baumgartner) 
HCSB: Holman Christian Standard Bible (2004) 
Heb: Hebrew 
HNV: Hebrew Names Version of the World English Bible 
IDB: Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible 
IDBSup: Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible Supplement 
ISBE: International Standard Bible Encyclopedia 
IVPBBC: IVP Bible Background Commentary (Old & New 

Testament) 
Jastrow: Dictionary of the Targumim, Talmud Bavli, Talmud 

Yerushalmi, and Midrashic Literature (Marcus Jastrow) 
JBK: New Jerusalem Bible-Koren (2000) 
JETS: Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society 
KJV: King James Version 
Lattimore: The New Testament by Richmond Lattimore 

(1996) 

LITV: Literal Translation of the Holy Bible by Jay P. Green 
(1986) 

LES: Lexham English Septuagint (2019) 
LS: An Intermediate Greek-English Lexicon (Liddell-Scott) 
LSJM: Greek-English Lexicon (Liddell-Scott-Jones-

McKenzie) 
LXE: Septuagint with Apocrypha by Sir L.C.L. Brenton (1851) 
LXX: Septuagint 
m. Mishnah 
MT: Masoretic Text 
NASB: New American Standard Bible (1977) 
NASU: New American Standard Update (1995) 
NBCR: New Bible Commentary: Revised 
NEB: New English Bible (1970) 
Nelson: Nelson’s Expository Dictionary of Old Testament 

Words 
NETS: New English Translation of the Septuagint (2007) 
NIB: New Interpreter’s Bible 
NIDB: New International Dictionary of the Bible 
NIV: New International Version (1984) 
NJB: New Jerusalem Bible-Catholic (1985) 
NJPS: Tanakh, A New Translation of the Holy Scriptures 

(1999) 
NKJV: New King James Version (1982) 
NRSV: New Revised Standard Version (1989) 
NLT: New Living Translation (1996) 
NT: New Testament 
OT: Old Testament 
REB: Revised English Bible (1989) 
RSV: Revised Standard Version (1952) 
t. Tosefta
Tanach (Tanakh): the Old Testament 
Thayer: Thayer’s Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament 
TDNT: Theological Dictionary of the New Testament 
TLV: Messianic Jewish Family Bible—Tree of Life Version 

(2014) 
TNIV: Today’s New International Version (2005) 
TWOT: Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament 
UBSHNT: United Bible Societies’ 1991 Hebrew New 

Testament revised edition 
v(s). verse(s) 
Vine: Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New 

Testament Words 
Vul: Latin Vulgate 
YLT: Young’s Literal Translation (1862/1898) 
WMB: World Messianic Bible (2020) 
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Under the Law 
How can today’s Messianic movement widely advocate that the Law of 
Moses is still valid, when the Bible is clear that Christians are not 
“under the Law”? 

Any person who believes in the final authority of the Holy Scriptures, Genesis-Revelation, will have to take 
the admonition “for you are not under law but under grace” (Romans 6:4, NASU) very seriously. For anyone 
who believes in the continued validity of the Torah or Law of Moses in the post-resurrection era, to disregard 
something like this—or somehow claim that the Apostle Paul was “wrong”—would indicate that he or she does 
not hold to a very high view of the whole Scriptural canon. 

There are various challenges present when approaching the issue of what “under the Law” should be viewed 
as meaning, which too many of your average Bible readers are simply not aware of. Much of this has to do with 
the fact that being “under the law” in too much of contemporary, modern speech, has become synonymous with 
“according to the law,” whether such law is Biblical or secular. When “under the Law” terminology is witnessed 
in the Scriptures, it is automatically assumed to mean “according to the law” or “being obedient to the law.” But, 
does it really mean this? And, few are aware that in various mainline English translations, like the New American 
Standard or Revised Standard Version, how there are a variance of Greek clauses rendered as “under [the] law.” 

Our ultimate appeal as Bible readers and examiners, as it pertains to what “under the Law” really means, 
has to be made to the source text which sits behind our English translations. It would not only be too convenient, 
but even a bit haphazard, for any of us to simply type in a few search criteria via some Bible software program for 
“under law,” and then conclude that the results include just the places where the Greek clause hupo nomon 
appears. The only places where “under [the] law” legitimately appears in the Bible are: Romans 6:14, 15; 1 
Corinthians 9:20 (four times); Galatians 3:23; 4:4, 5, 21; 5:18. Where an English version may employ “under [the] 
law,” and something else actually appears in the source text, we need to carefully determine if something like “in 
the law,” “by the law,” or “according to the law” is used instead. 

While for many Bible readers, being “under the Law” means being obedient to the Torah or Law of Moses, 
few laypersons are actually aware of the fact that there are actually three main interpretations of “under the Law” 
accessible to interpreters. Douglas J. Moo, who himself believes that obedience to the Torah was only a part of the 
pre-resurrection era, is quite fair in summarizing the three main options of what “under the Law” could mean: 

“We do not presume that ‘under the law’ must connote the same idea in each of its occurrences, although the 
stereotypical flavor of the phrase may point in this direction. Three general meanings of the phrase are popular: 
(1) under the condemnation pronounced by the law; (2) under a legalistic perversion of the law; and (3) under the 
law as a regime or power in a general sense” (Five Views on Law and Gospel).1 

Within a great deal of today’s broad Messianic movement (in no small part due to the influence of David H. 
Stern’s Complete Jewish Bible), “under the Law” meaning some kind of legalistic perversion of the Torah, has been 
a common view one will encounter. Ultimately, though, Bible readers have to recognize that the redeemed in 
Yeshua not being “under the Law,” has to serve as an appropriate counterpart to them being “under grace.” 

1 Douglas J. Moo, “The Law of Christ as the Fulfillment of the Law of Moses: A Modified Lutheran View,” in Wayne G. Strickland, ed., Five 
Views on Law and Gospel (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1996), 361. 
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It is the viewpoint of Outreach Israel and Messianic Apologetics, that “under the Law” being subjected to 
the condemnation pronounced by the Torah, is actually the best way to view the clause hupo nomon in all of the 
locations where it appears within the Pauline letters. For, it is quite obvious that those who have received Yeshua 
and His salvation into their lives are redeemed from the high penalties of the Torah (cf. Colossians 2:14), yet the 
Messiah Himself bid His followers to follow Moses’ Teaching (Matthew 5:17-19). Being “under the Law,” then, is a 
status in which unsaved persons will find themselves—not saved persons who know Yeshua as their personal 
Savior. Being “under the Law” regards a condition of condemnation and punishment if not rectified, not the 
steadfast requirement that God’s people obey His commandments and live in holiness.2 

2 The author has written two articles on this topic. “What Does ‘Under the Law’ Really Mean?” (appearing in the Messianic Torah Helper) 
and “What Does ‘Under the Law’ Really Mean?—A Further Study” (appearing in The New Testament Validates Torah). 

Both of these should inform you a great deal about the meaning of hupo nomon in the Greek Scriptures, and how “under the Law” meaning 
obedient to God’s Torah is a poor conclusion. The second article goes into much more detail than the first, and is engaged with a wider array of 
scholastic perspectives. 
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