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Abbreviations and Special Terms

The following is a list of abbreviations for reference works and special terms which are used in publications by Outreach Israel
Ministries and Messianic Apologetics. Please familiarize yourself with them as the text may reference a Bible version, i.e., RSV
for the Revised Standard Version, or a source such as TWOT for the Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament, solely by its
abbreviation. Detailed listings of these sources are provided in the Bibliography.

ABD: Anchor Bible Dictionary

AMG: Complete Word Study Dictionary: Old Testament, New
Testament

ANE: Ancient Near East(ern)

Apostolic Scriptures/Writings: the New Testament

Ara: Aramaic

ASV: American Standard Version (1901)

ATS: ArtScroll Tanach (1996)

b. Babylonian Talmud (Talmud Bavli)

B.C.E.: Before Common Era or B.C.

BDAG: A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and
Other Early Christian Literature (Bauer, Danker,
Arndt, Gingrich)

BDB: Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew and English Lexicon

C.E.: Common Era or A.D.

CGEDNT: Concise Greek-English Dictionary of New Testament
Words (Barclay M. Newman)

CGL: Cambridge Greek Lexicon (2021)

CHALOT: Concise Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the Old
Testament (Holladay)

CJB: Complete Jewish Bible (1998)

CJSB: Complete Jewish Study Bible (2016)

DRA: Douay-Rheims American Edition

DSS: Dead Sea Scrolls

EDB: Eerdmans Dictionary of the Bible

EJ: Encylopaedia Judaica

ESV: English Standard Version (2001)

Ger: German

GNT: Greek New Testament

Grk: Greek

HALOT: Hebrew & Aramaic Lexicon of the Old Testament
(Koehler and Baumgartner)

HCSB: Holman Christian Standard Bible (2004)

Heb: Hebrew

HNV: Hebrew Names Version of the World English Bible

IDB: Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible

IDBSup: Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible Supplement

ISBE: International Standard Bible Encyclopedia

IVPBBC: IVP Bible Background Commentary (Old & New
Testament)

Jastrow: Dictionary of the Targumim, Talmud Bavli, Talmud
Yerushalmi, and Midrashic Literature (Marcus Jastrow)

JBK: New Jerusalem Bible-Koren (2000)

JETS: Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society

KJV: King James Version

Lattimore: The New Testament by Richmond Lattimore
(1996)

LITV: Literal Translation of the Holy Bible by Jay P. Green
(1986)

LES: Lexham English Septuagint (2019)

LS: An Intermediate Greek-English Lexicon (Liddell-Scott)

LSJM:  Greek-English  Lexicon  (Liddell-Scott-Jones-
McKenzie)

LXE: Septuagint with Apocrypha by Sir L.C.L. Brenton (1851)

LXX: Septuagint

m. Mishnah

MT: Masoretic Text

NASB: New American Standard Bible (1977)

NASU: New American Standard Update (1995)

NBCR: New Bible Commentary: Revised

NEB: New English Bible (1970)

Nelson: Nelson’s Expository Dictionary of Old Testament
Words

NETS: New English Translation of the Septuagint (2007)

NIB: New Interpreter’s Bible

NIDB: New International Dictionary of the Bible

NIV: New International Version (1984)

NJB: New Jerusalem Bible-Catholic (1985)

NJPS: Tanakh, A New Translation of the Holy Scriptures
(1999)

NK]JV: New King James Version (1982)

NRSV: New Revised Standard Version (1989)

NLT: New Living Translation (1996)

NT: New Testament

OT: Old Testament

REB: Revised English Bible (1989)

RSV: Revised Standard Version (1952)

t. Tosefta

Tanach (Tanakh): the Old Testament

Thayer: Thayer’s Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament

TDNT: Theological Dictionary of the New Testament

TLV: Messianic Jewish Family Bible—Tree of Life Version
(2014)

TNIV: Today’s New International Version (2005)

TWOT: Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament

UBSHNT: United Bible Societies’ 1991 Hebrew New
Testament revised edition

v(s). verse(s)

Vine: Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New
Testament Words

Vul: Latin Vulgate

YLT: Young's Literal Translation (1862/1898)

WMB: World Messianic Bible (2020)



Torah, Before Mount Sinai (Abraham)

Torah, Before Mount Sinai
(Abraham)

| have heard many Messianic people claim that the Torah existed before
Mount Sinai, and that Abraham kept it. To what degree is this actually
true?

This entry has been adapted from The New Testament Validates Torah

When the Torah was codified, it was given to the people of Ancient Israel, a wide community composed of
those both native born and sojourner. But torah as God’s Teaching or Instruction, contrary to what many
contemporary Christians might know, certainly pre-dated Mount Sinai. Genesis 26:5 affirms how the Patriarch
Abraham “obeyed Me and kept My charge, My commandments, My statutes and My laws” (NASU). The
Hebrew translated “laws” in most Bibles is torotai or “My Torahs” (ATS), also “teachings” (NJPS) or “instructions”
(TNIV). Abraham surely obeyed God, and knew a wide degree of what He considered acceptable and unacceptable,
prior to the formal giving of the Torah to the Ancient Israelites.

In Genesis 26:5 affirming that Abraham obeyed God’s “laws,” what these various “Torahs” would have likely
included, would have been a series of instructions primarily relating to ethics, morality, various sorts of animal
sacrifice, and other practices which would mark him out as serving the One True God and not the gods of
Mesopotamia or Canaan.! The usage of the plural torot could imply that as Abraham grew in his relationship with
the Creator and fellowshipped with Him, that he was taught more laws by Him as time progressed, such as the rite
of circumcision and the significance it would have for his descendants.? Originally having to answer the call of the
Unseen God to leave Ur (Genesis 12:1; 15:7), Abraham was surely not told everything he was to do all at once.

A common Jewish interpretation of Genesis 26:5, as the Soncino Chumash notes, holds that “Abraham fulfilled
all the laws of the Torah before they were revealed at Sinai, arriving at a knowledge of them through inspiration.”?
Sirach 44:19-20a in the Apocrypha reflects this opinion: “Abraham was the great father of a multitude of nations,
and no one has been found like him in glory; he kept the law of the Most High, and was taken into covenant with
him” (RSV). In some cases, Jewish interpreters have taken the plural torot or “laws” to be both the Written Torah
and Oral Torah,* the latter of which is thought to widely compose literature like the Mishnah and Talmud. While
it is very possible that among the various “laws” Abraham followed could include those various oral explanations
which would aid Ancient Israel with the keeping of the commandments codified at Mount Sinai, the main point to
be taken from Genesis 26:5 is how Abraham’s faith in the Unseen God was in no way incompatible with him being
obedient to whatever instructions such a God gave him. Abraham could not remember the Passover, which is
clearly rooted in the Exodus experience of the future nation of Ancient Israel from Egypt. But among those things
which could have been clearly given to him, Abraham was faithfully obedient. In his Genesis commentary, John
Calvin correctly detected the main focus of what Abraham following God’s “laws” meant:

'].H. Hertz, ed., Pentateuch & Haftorahs (London: Soncino, 1960), 95.

2 Genesis 17:10-27.

3 A. Cohen, ed., The Soncino Chumash (Brooklyn: Soncino Press, 1983), 145.

*Nosson Scherman, ed., ArtScroll Chumash, Stone Edition (Brooklyn: Mesorah Publications, Ltd., 2000), 129.

- 580 -




Torah, Before Mount Sinai (Abraham)

“[A]lthough laws, statutes, rites, precepts, and ceremonies, had not yet been written, Moses used these terms, that
he might the more clearly show how sedulously Abraham regulated his life according to the will of God alone—
how carefully he abstained from all of the impurities of the heathen—and how exactly he pursued the straight
course of holiness, without turning aside to the right or to the left.”s

Of course, many readers of Genesis 26:5 do not know what to do with the assertion that Abraham followed
God’s “laws” or “Torahs.” The critical tradition, which views the Pentateuch as being a compilation of different
sources after the Babylonian exile, might view this only as a statement of the so-called ] source or Yahwist,® which
has been read into the account and is largely fictional. While it is easy to disregard such a liberal opinion, even
conservative Protestant readers issue objections to the mere thought that Abraham observed any of what would
later be codified as the “Mosaic Law.” Objections are often made on the basis that Abraham married his half-sister,
which is clearly prohibited.” Later, Jacob married two sisters,® and also erected a pillar to God.® Worst of all,
Abraham took his wife’s handmaiden Hagar to conceive a child,' a definite practice of Ancient Near Eastern
paganism which has never been viewed with the greatest of compliments in the Scriptures.

The answer to much of this can elude some people, but these oversights—aside from the obvious fact that
these people were limited mortals and were by no means perfect—is that there was a period when the Patriarch
Abraham was an idolater, and such influences are not always easily removed. Joshua 24:2 records,

“Joshua said to all the people, ‘Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, “From ancient times your fathers lived beyond
the River, namely, Terah, the father of Abraham and the father of Nahor, and they served other gods [elohim
acheirim]”” (Joshua 24:2, NASU).

It is true that the Torah would not be formally codified or written until Mount Sinai. But, it is to definitely
be noted that a large part of the Torah being given to Ancient Israel in such a written form was to help establish
the Levitical priesthood (Galatians 3:19), and with it regulate atonement for sins via animal sacrifice in the
Tabernacle or Temple until the arrival of the Messiah (Hebrews 10:1, 3). The plural torotai was undoubtedly used
in Genesis 26:5 to describe the obedience of Abraham, because he had to learn all of the instructions—mitzvotai
chugotai v'torotai, “My commandments, My statutes and My laws” (NASU) —directly from God, albeit somewhat
loosely in some cases.

J.H. Hertz, in his Pentateuch & Haftorahs, suggests that the commandments (mitzvot) Abraham received were
“Laws dictated by the moral sense, e.g. against the crimes of robbery, bloodshed, etc.,” that the statutes (chugim)
were “Laws ordained by God which we are to observe although reason cannot assign an explanation, e.g. the
prohibition of swine’s flesh,” and laws (torot) were “Customs and traditional ordinances orally transmitted from
generation to generation.”'2 Passing any of this down orally to the succeeding generations would have been highly
difficult, because of how various pagan, Ancient Near Eastern practices are seen interspersed within the early
narratives of Genesis, and would have required an authority like Moses to finally and formally deliver via the
transcription of the Pentateuch or Chumash.®

Generally speaking, all mature evangelical Protestants agree that Abraham is an example which born again
Believers are to follow (cf. Romans 4:16). But any argument that Abraham lived his life and conducted himself
entirely on blind faith, with no instructions or commandments of any kind to follow, is most unsupportable.

5John Calvin: Genesis, trans. and ed. John King (Carlisle, PA: Banner of Truth Trust, 1975), 2:60.

¢ Gerhard Von Rad, Genesis: A Commentary, revised edition (Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1972), pp 270-271.

7 Genesis 20:12; prohibition: Leviticus 18:9, 11.

8 Genesis 29:15-35; prohibition: Leviticus 18:18.

° Genesis 28:22; 31:13; prohibition: Leviticus 26:1; Deuteronomy 16:22.

1° Genesis 16.

1 Cf. Galatians 4:25.

2 Hertz, Pentateuch & Haftorahs, 95.

13 At least in terms of the narrative materials from Genesis 1:1-37:2, a conservative scholar like R.K. Harrison, Introduction to the Old
Testament (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1969), pp 548-551 holds that this material could have originally survived on eleven clay tablets which could
have later been used by Moses in the composition of the Pentateuch.

- 581 -




	Introduction
	Abomination of Desolation
	Acts 8:27, 36, 38
	Afterlife, negates need for resurrection
	Afterlife, negates  significance of death
	Alcohol
	Alef-Tav, Yeshua as the
	Annihilationism  (eternal punishment)
	Antimessiah/antichrist
	Antimessiah,  Makes or Confirms Covenant
	Anti-Semitism, Luther
	Apocrypha
	Apocrypha, Versions of
	Aramaic Peshitta
	Babylon
	Beards
	Bible Versions
	Bible Versions, Messianic
	Biblical Calendar
	Biblical Faith, a Judaism
	Biblical Festivals
	Birth Control
	Birth of Yeshua
	Body-Brain-Consciousness Interaction
	Breath of life, humans and animals
	B’rit Chadashah
	Calvinist-Arminian Controversy
	Celibacy
	Chanukah, Actions of Antiochus
	Chanukah, Celebrated  instead of Sukkot
	Chanukah, Eight Days of Oil
	Chanukah, Nine-Branched Menorah
	Cheese, Kosher
	Christianity, Pagan?
	Christian Scholars
	Christian, Title
	Christians who do not keep Torah
	Christmas
	Christmas Dinner
	Church Fathers
	Church,  missing after Revelation 4:1
	Church, word of pagan origin
	Cock/Rooster Crowing
	Commonwealth of Israel
	Communion
	Concubines
	1 Corinthians 6:9-10
	1 Corinthians 6:12
	1 Corinthians 7:17-24
	1 Corinthians 14:34-35
	2 Corinthians 5:8
	Creationism
	Crucifixion
	Cult
	Daniel 3:25
	Death, as an unconscious sleep
	Death, for Believers
	Denying Messiah
	Deuteronomy 6:25
	Dictionaries/Lexicons
	DNA Test for Semitic Ancestry
	Doctors, and Modern Medicine
	Dualism
	Easter
	Egalitarianism, Leads to an Acceptance of Homosexuality
	Ekklesia/Qahal (English word “church”)
	Elements of the World  (Galatians 4:3, 9; Colossians 2:8, 20)
	End-Times Revival
	Ephesians 2:14-15
	Ephesians 6:11-17
	Eternal life,  physically alive forever
	Exodus, date of
	Exodus, numbers of
	Exodus, Pharaoh  who did not know Joseph
	Exodus, route of
	False Prophecy Predictions
	Fasting
	Final Generation
	Fire Baptism
	Fruits and Vegetables, Kosher
	Fullness of the Nations
	Galatians 3:24, 25
	Galatians 5:2-3
	Gelatin, Kosher
	Genesis 5, 11 Genealogies
	Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs), Kosher
	Gentile, Term
	Glatt Kosher
	God-Fearers
	God & Lord, Pagan Titles
	Good Fish, Bad Fish (Kosher)
	Halal Meat (Islam)
	Headcovering Garments
	Heaven, prayer covering offered by deceased loved ones
	Hebrew, Letter Pictures
	Hebrew, Pure Language
	Hebrew Versus Greek Mindset
	Hebrews 9:1-5
	Hell, Metaphorical View
	Heresy, Heretic
	Hour of Testing
	Hunting
	Illegal Drugs (Kosher)
	Image of God, Human Beings
	Image of God, Rulership
	Inheritance in the Holy Land,  Non-Jews
	Isaac, Sacrificed
	Isaiah 7:14
	Isaiah 24:5
	James, Name of
	Jashar, Book of
	JEDP Documentary Hypothesis
	Jewish Marriage Analogy
	Jots and Tittles
	Kabbalah
	Karaites, Karaite Judaism
	Law of Moses,  Binding on Christians
	Least in the Kingdom
	Leaven of the Pharisees  and Sadducees
	Leavening Agents
	Levirate Marriage
	Leviticus 18:5
	Liturgy, Hebrew
	Lost Sheep of the House of Israel
	Luke 16:19-31
	Lunar Sabbath
	Male Headship
	Mark 7
	Mark of the Beast
	Matthew 5:17-19
	Matthew 10:28
	Matthew 16:18-19
	Messiah, Confirms the Covenant
	Messianic
	Mixed Fibers
	Moses, Write the Entire Torah?
	Mushrooms, Kosher
	Nazarene, Yeshua Called
	Nephilim
	New Moon
	New Testament,  Written in Hebrew
	New Wine, Old Wineskins
	Niddah, Laws of
	Noahide Laws
	Non-Jews, Inheritance  in Holy Land
	Non-profit organizations
	Omer Count
	One New Man (One New Humanity)
	Original Order, Books of the Bible
	Pagan, Christmas and Easter
	PaRDeS
	Passover, Eating Lamb
	Passover, Egg on Seder Plate
	Passover, Objections  to Last Supper
	Passover, Traditional Seder Meal
	Paul, Name of
	Paul, Opposed or Not Opposed to the Torah (Law)
	Paul, Tentmaker
	Philippians 1:23
	Polygamy
	Preterist Theology
	Psychopannychy,  growing in adherence
	Psychopannychy,  motivation for belief
	Psychopannychy, term
	Public Restaurants, Kosher
	Purim
	Rabbi, Title
	Rapture
	Reformation
	Resurrection, Late Belief
	Resurrection, Sunday
	Revelation 22:14
	Romans 1:26-27
	Romans 10:4
	Rosh HaShanah
	Sabbath Dismissal,  Mark of the Beast
	Sabbath, Jewish Tradition
	Sabbath, Originated in Ancient Near Eastern Paganism
	Sabbath Violation,  Alleged by Yeshua
	Sacrifices in the Millennium
	Scripture Interpretation,  Basic Guidelines for
	Sensationalism, Messianic
	Septuagint (LXX)
	Smoking, Tobacco
	Sukkot
	Talmud
	Tefillin
	Textual Criticism
	Thanksgiving Day
	1 Thessalonians 2:14-16
	Tithing
	Tongues
	Torah, Before Mount Sinai (Abraham)
	Torah, command not to “Add to”
	Torah, division of commandments
	Torah, moral and ceremonial law
	Torah, only focused on
	Torah, Yeshua
	Tradition, Role that it plays
	Trinity
	Two-House Teaching
	Tzitzits
	Unclean Things, Eating
	Under the Law
	Valentine’s Day
	Violent Seize the Kingdom of God
	Women in Ministry
	Works of the Law
	Wrath, spared from
	Yeshua, Divinity of
	YHWH/YHVH
	YHWH, Above the Cross
	Yom Kippur, Fasting
	6,000 Year Teaching
	About the Author
	SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY
	OUTREACH ISRAEL MINISTRIES  MESSIANIC APOLOGETICS    STATEMENT OF FAITH



