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Abbreviations and Special Terms

The following is a list of abbreviations for reference works and special terms which are used in publications by Outreach Israel
Ministries and Messianic Apologetics. Please familiarize yourself with them as the text may reference a Bible version, i.e., RSV
for the Revised Standard Version, or a source such as TWOT for the Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament, solely by its
abbreviation. Detailed listings of these sources are provided in the Bibliography.

ABD: Anchor Bible Dictionary

AMG: Complete Word Study Dictionary: Old Testament, New
Testament

ANE: Ancient Near East(ern)

Apostolic Scriptures/Writings: the New Testament

Ara: Aramaic

ASV: American Standard Version (1901)

ATS: ArtScroll Tanach (1996)

b. Babylonian Talmud (Talmud Bavli)

B.C.E.: Before Common Era or B.C.

BDAG: A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and
Other Early Christian Literature (Bauer, Danker,
Arndt, Gingrich)

BDB: Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew and English Lexicon

C.E.: Common Era or A.D.

CGEDNT: Concise Greek-English Dictionary of New Testament
Words (Barclay M. Newman)

CGL: Cambridge Greek Lexicon (2021)

CHALOT: Concise Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the Old
Testament (Holladay)

CJB: Complete Jewish Bible (1998)

CJSB: Complete Jewish Study Bible (2016)

DRA: Douay-Rheims American Edition

DSS: Dead Sea Scrolls

EDB: Eerdmans Dictionary of the Bible

EJ: Encylopaedia Judaica

ESV: English Standard Version (2001)

Ger: German

GNT: Greek New Testament

Grk: Greek

HALOT: Hebrew & Aramaic Lexicon of the Old Testament
(Koehler and Baumgartner)

HCSB: Holman Christian Standard Bible (2004)

Heb: Hebrew

HNV: Hebrew Names Version of the World English Bible

IDB: Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible

IDBSup: Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible Supplement

ISBE: International Standard Bible Encyclopedia

IVPBBC: IVP Bible Background Commentary (Old & New
Testament)

Jastrow: Dictionary of the Targumim, Talmud Bavli, Talmud
Yerushalmi, and Midrashic Literature (Marcus Jastrow)

JBK: New Jerusalem Bible-Koren (2000)

JETS: Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society

KJV: King James Version

Lattimore: The New Testament by Richmond Lattimore
(1996)

LITV: Literal Translation of the Holy Bible by Jay P. Green
(1986)

LES: Lexham English Septuagint (2019)

LS: An Intermediate Greek-English Lexicon (Liddell-Scott)

LSJM:  Greek-English  Lexicon  (Liddell-Scott-Jones-
McKenzie)

LXE: Septuagint with Apocrypha by Sir L.C.L. Brenton (1851)

LXX: Septuagint

m. Mishnah

MT: Masoretic Text

NASB: New American Standard Bible (1977)

NASU: New American Standard Update (1995)

NBCR: New Bible Commentary: Revised

NEB: New English Bible (1970)

Nelson: Nelson’s Expository Dictionary of Old Testament
Words

NETS: New English Translation of the Septuagint (2007)

NIB: New Interpreter’s Bible

NIDB: New International Dictionary of the Bible

NIV: New International Version (1984)

NJB: New Jerusalem Bible-Catholic (1985)

NJPS: Tanakh, A New Translation of the Holy Scriptures
(1999)

NK]JV: New King James Version (1982)

NRSV: New Revised Standard Version (1989)

NLT: New Living Translation (1996)

NT: New Testament

OT: Old Testament

REB: Revised English Bible (1989)

RSV: Revised Standard Version (1952)

t. Tosefta

Tanach (Tanakh): the Old Testament

Thayer: Thayer’s Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament

TDNT: Theological Dictionary of the New Testament

TLV: Messianic Jewish Family Bible—Tree of Life Version
(2014)

TNIV: Today’s New International Version (2005)

TWOT: Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament

UBSHNT: United Bible Societies’ 1991 Hebrew New
Testament revised edition

v(s). verse(s)

Vine: Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New
Testament Words

Vul: Latin Vulgate

YLT: Young's Literal Translation (1862/1898)

WMB: World Messianic Bible (2020)



Passaver, Traditional Seder Meal

Passover, Traditional Seder Meal

Where did the traditions from the seder meal employed during
Passover come from?

Obviously, the Torah itself originally issued some specific commands to Ancient Israel concerning the
observance of the Passover. There were some specific commandments relating to the first Passover, the
deliverance from Egypt, which included slaughtering a lamb and spreading its blood upon the doorposts of the
house, and eating the meal in haste, as the Israelites were preparing to leave (Exodus 12). Passover or Pesach is
codified as one of the appointed times in Leviticus 23, and regulations on how to observe it in the Promised Land
were detailed in Numbers 9.

Between the first Passover in Egypt to the Passovers kept in the Land of Israel, coupled with the division and
dispersion of Israel—and later with a vast Diaspora Jewish community by the time of Yeshua—the remembrance
of Passover developed substantially. By the Second Temple period, the specific order of service for Passover was
more-or-less systematized in the Haggadah of Passover, later codified in the Mishnah. This was focused around a
midrashic interpretation of Deuteronomy 26:5-9, which allowed for one to recline and remember the mighty deeds
God performed before the Egyptians in delivering Israel:

“You shall answer and say before the LORD your God, ‘My father was a wandering Aramean, and he went down to
Egypt and sojourned there, few in number; but there he became a great, mighty and populous nation. And the
Egyptians treated us harshly and afflicted us, and imposed hard labor on us. Then we cried to the LORD, the God
of our fathers, and the LORD heard our voice and saw our affliction and our toil and our oppression; and the LORD
brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm and with great terror and with signs and
wonders; and He has brought us to this place and has given us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey”
(Deuteronomy 26:5-9, NASU).

Elements of the traditional Jewish Passover of the Second Temple period were included in Yeshua’s Last
Supper, although some slight deviations. The Dictionary of Judaism in the Biblical Period summarizes the central
elements of Passover contained in the Haggadah:

“The ritual found in the Haggadah is first referred to in M. Pesahim, chapter 10, which describes a festival meal
marked by a set order of foods and a required liturgy (seder). At the heart of the meal is an explanation of the
significance of three foods (unleavened bread, bitter herbs, and the passover offering) and the recitation of the
Hallel-psalms. In early Amoraic times, this basic ceremony was embellished through the addition of a discussion
of Israelite history, leading up to and including captivity in Egypt. In later developments, continuing to the
present, liturgical poems and other homilies have been added to the basic format set in talmudic times.”?

In the Twentieth and Twenty-First Centuries, a wide variation of Passover customs and traditions have been
present in the Jewish community—and much of this has been carried over into Messianic Judaism. There are
significant variations between Sephardic and Ashkenazic Jews, as well as between Orthodox, Conservative, and
Reform (or Progressive) Judaism. The Passover haggadah is something which has been adapted and changed by
each denomination of Judaism, as some haggadahs include an all-night service, where one stays awake and focuses

! “Haggadah of Passover,” in Jacob Neusner and William Scott Green, eds., Dictionary of Judaism in the Biblical Period (Peabody, MA:
Hendrickson, 2002), pp 266-267.
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Passaver, Traditional Seder Meal

on certain Scripture passages, to those that are only focused around a meal at one’s home with family and close
friends. There are traditions present in Passover today which are unique to the lands where the Jewish people
have been scattered.

Messianic Judaism has adapted many of these traditions to form its own Passover haggadahs, which
demonstrate how the redeemed are to rejoice in God delivering Israel from Egypt, and Yeshua delivering us from
the bondage of sin.
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