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Abbreviations and Special Terms

The following is a list of abbreviations for reference works and special terms which are used in publications by Outreach Israel
Ministries and Messianic Apologetics. Please familiarize yourself with them as the text may reference a Bible version, i.e., RSV
for the Revised Standard Version, or a source such as TWOT for the Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament, solely by its
abbreviation. Detailed listings of these sources are provided in the Bibliography.

ABD: Anchor Bible Dictionary

AMG: Complete Word Study Dictionary: Old Testament, New
Testament

ANE: Ancient Near East(ern)

Apostolic Scriptures/Writings: the New Testament

Ara: Aramaic

ASV: American Standard Version (1901)

ATS: ArtScroll Tanach (1996)

b. Babylonian Talmud (Talmud Bavli)

B.C.E.: Before Common Era or B.C.

BDAG: A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and
Other Early Christian Literature (Bauer, Danker,
Arndt, Gingrich)

BDB: Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew and English Lexicon

C.E.: Common Era or A.D.

CGEDNT: Concise Greek-English Dictionary of New Testament
Words (Barclay M. Newman)

CGL: Cambridge Greek Lexicon (2021)

CHALOT: Concise Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the Old
Testament (Holladay)

CJB: Complete Jewish Bible (1998)

CJSB: Complete Jewish Study Bible (2016)

DRA: Douay-Rheims American Edition

DSS: Dead Sea Scrolls

EDB: Eerdmans Dictionary of the Bible

EJ: Encylopaedia Judaica

ESV: English Standard Version (2001)

Ger: German

GNT: Greek New Testament

Grk: Greek

HALOT: Hebrew & Aramaic Lexicon of the Old Testament
(Koehler and Baumgartner)

HCSB: Holman Christian Standard Bible (2004)

Heb: Hebrew

HNV: Hebrew Names Version of the World English Bible

IDB: Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible

IDBSup: Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible Supplement

ISBE: International Standard Bible Encyclopedia

IVPBBC: IVP Bible Background Commentary (Old & New
Testament)

Jastrow: Dictionary of the Targumim, Talmud Bavli, Talmud
Yerushalmi, and Midrashic Literature (Marcus Jastrow)

JBK: New Jerusalem Bible-Koren (2000)

JETS: Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society

KJV: King James Version

Lattimore: The New Testament by Richmond Lattimore
(1996)

LITV: Literal Translation of the Holy Bible by Jay P. Green
(1986)

LES: Lexham English Septuagint (2019)

LS: An Intermediate Greek-English Lexicon (Liddell-Scott)

LSJM:  Greek-English  Lexicon  (Liddell-Scott-Jones-
McKenzie)

LXE: Septuagint with Apocrypha by Sir L.C.L. Brenton (1851)

LXX: Septuagint

m. Mishnah

MT: Masoretic Text

NASB: New American Standard Bible (1977)

NASU: New American Standard Update (1995)

NBCR: New Bible Commentary: Revised

NEB: New English Bible (1970)

Nelson: Nelson’s Expository Dictionary of Old Testament
Words

NETS: New English Translation of the Septuagint (2007)

NIB: New Interpreter’s Bible

NIDB: New International Dictionary of the Bible

NIV: New International Version (1984)

NJB: New Jerusalem Bible-Catholic (1985)

NJPS: Tanakh, A New Translation of the Holy Scriptures
(1999)

NK]JV: New King James Version (1982)

NRSV: New Revised Standard Version (1989)

NLT: New Living Translation (1996)

NT: New Testament

OT: Old Testament

REB: Revised English Bible (1989)

RSV: Revised Standard Version (1952)

t. Tosefta

Tanach (Tanakh): the Old Testament

Thayer: Thayer’s Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament

TDNT: Theological Dictionary of the New Testament

TLV: Messianic Jewish Family Bible—Tree of Life Version
(2014)

TNIV: Today’s New International Version (2005)

TWOT: Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament

UBSHNT: United Bible Societies’ 1991 Hebrew New
Testament revised edition

v(s). verse(s)

Vine: Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New
Testament Words

Vul: Latin Vulgate

YLT: Young's Literal Translation (1862/1898)

WMB: World Messianic Bible (2020)



Passover, Objections to Last Supper

Passover, Objections
to Last Supper

Is it true that there are some substantial objections to the Last
Supper being a Passover meal? If there are any, how do you respond to
these arguments?

There are some objections which are commonly made to the Last Supper being a Passover meal, but very
few of them are made in light of Yeshua’s words to His Disciples: “I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with
you before I suffer” (Luke 22:15, NASU). According to the Messiah, the meal which He ate with His Disciples was
the Passover, and what may appear to be divergent accounts among the Gospels need to be theologically
reconciled. The text does not say that He just celebrated the Passover, but specifically that He ate (Grk. verb esthis)
a seder meal. And while we commonly consider “Passover” to just be a holiday, in Scripture the pesach can be the
“sacrifice.”

Some objections to the Last Supper being a Passover seder include the references to it occurring on the Day
of Preparation (John 19:14), Passover eaten with solely a group of men as opposed to a family, the fact that there is
no distinguishing between “bread” or “unleavened bread” in the accounts, and wine being consumed from a
common cup. In contrast to this, the meal was eaten at night as the Passover should be, the obligatory drinking of
wine was remembered, Yeshua and the Disciples customarily reclined for the meal, and a hymn was sung as was
observed for Passover (Matthew 26:30). They do appear to have followed the prescribed protocol for a First
Century Judean Jewish Pesach.

In total, it does seem that some modifications were made between Yeshua’s seder meal and the main seder
which would have been observed during His time. There have been various proposals made for this, including the
thought that Yeshua's Last Seder was a “teaching seder” held between a Rabbi and students. Perhaps most
importantly to be considered, is how the Lord deliberately held His Last Supper as a Passover seder a day early,
before the rest of the Jewish community, as He knew the next day He would be put to death.2

'William L. Holladay, ed., A Concise Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the Old Testament (Leiden, the Netherlands: E.]. Brill, 1988), 294.
2 For a brief examination of this issue, consult the article “The Last Supper and the Passover,” in Duane A. Garrett, ed. et. al., NIV
Archaeological Study Bible (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2005), 1611.
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