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Abbreviations and Special Terms

The following is a list of abbreviations for reference works and special terms which are used in publications by Outreach Israel
Ministries and Messianic Apologetics. Please familiarize yourself with them as the text may reference a Bible version, i.e., RSV
for the Revised Standard Version, or a source such as TWOT for the Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament, solely by its
abbreviation. Detailed listings of these sources are provided in the Bibliography.

ABD: Anchor Bible Dictionary

AMG: Complete Word Study Dictionary: Old Testament, New
Testament

ANE: Ancient Near East(ern)

Apostolic Scriptures/Writings: the New Testament

Ara: Aramaic

ASV: American Standard Version (1901)

ATS: ArtScroll Tanach (1996)

b. Babylonian Talmud (Talmud Bavli)

B.C.E.: Before Common Era or B.C.

BDAG: A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and
Other Early Christian Literature (Bauer, Danker,
Arndt, Gingrich)

BDB: Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew and English Lexicon

C.E.: Common Era or A.D.

CGEDNT: Concise Greek-English Dictionary of New Testament
Words (Barclay M. Newman)

CGL: Cambridge Greek Lexicon (2021)

CHALOT: Concise Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the Old
Testament (Holladay)

CJB: Complete Jewish Bible (1998)

CJSB: Complete Jewish Study Bible (2016)

DRA: Douay-Rheims American Edition

DSS: Dead Sea Scrolls

EDB: Eerdmans Dictionary of the Bible

EJ: Encylopaedia Judaica

ESV: English Standard Version (2001)

Ger: German

GNT: Greek New Testament

Grk: Greek

HALOT: Hebrew & Aramaic Lexicon of the Old Testament
(Koehler and Baumgartner)

HCSB: Holman Christian Standard Bible (2004)

Heb: Hebrew

HNV: Hebrew Names Version of the World English Bible

IDB: Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible

IDBSup: Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible Supplement

ISBE: International Standard Bible Encyclopedia

IVPBBC: IVP Bible Background Commentary (Old & New
Testament)

Jastrow: Dictionary of the Targumim, Talmud Bavli, Talmud
Yerushalmi, and Midrashic Literature (Marcus Jastrow)

JBK: New Jerusalem Bible-Koren (2000)

JETS: Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society

KJV: King James Version

Lattimore: The New Testament by Richmond Lattimore
(1996)

LITV: Literal Translation of the Holy Bible by Jay P. Green
(1986)

LES: Lexham English Septuagint (2019)

LS: An Intermediate Greek-English Lexicon (Liddell-Scott)

LSJM:  Greek-English  Lexicon  (Liddell-Scott-Jones-
McKenzie)

LXE: Septuagint with Apocrypha by Sir L.C.L. Brenton (1851)

LXX: Septuagint

m. Mishnah

MT: Masoretic Text

NASB: New American Standard Bible (1977)

NASU: New American Standard Update (1995)

NBCR: New Bible Commentary: Revised

NEB: New English Bible (1970)

Nelson: Nelson’s Expository Dictionary of Old Testament
Words

NETS: New English Translation of the Septuagint (2007)

NIB: New Interpreter’s Bible

NIDB: New International Dictionary of the Bible

NIV: New International Version (1984)

NJB: New Jerusalem Bible-Catholic (1985)

NJPS: Tanakh, A New Translation of the Holy Scriptures
(1999)

NK]JV: New King James Version (1982)

NRSV: New Revised Standard Version (1989)

NLT: New Living Translation (1996)

NT: New Testament

OT: Old Testament

REB: Revised English Bible (1989)

RSV: Revised Standard Version (1952)

t. Tosefta

Tanach (Tanakh): the Old Testament

Thayer: Thayer’s Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament

TDNT: Theological Dictionary of the New Testament

TLV: Messianic Jewish Family Bible—Tree of Life Version
(2014)

TNIV: Today’s New International Version (2005)

TWOT: Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament

UBSHNT: United Bible Societies’ 1991 Hebrew New
Testament revised edition

v(s). verse(s)

Vine: Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New
Testament Words

Vul: Latin Vulgate

YLT: Young's Literal Translation (1862/1898)

WMB: World Messianic Bible (2020)



Good Fish, Bad Fish (Kasher)

Good Fish, Bad Fish (Kosher)

| have been reading through your Messianic Kosher Helper, and was
surprised that among all of the Bible passages addressed, | did not see
Yeshua’s parable about the good fish and bad fish mentioned. Do you
not think that this is a description of kosher and non-kosher fish being
separated out?

While the Messianic Kosher Helper addresses many Bible passages surrounding the issues of eating and
kosher, from both the Tanach and Apostolic Scriptures, it is very true that Matthew 13:47-50 is not one of them.
As the production for the Messianic Kosher Helper entered into some of its final stages (2014), the criteria for
addressing a Bible passage and the Torah’s dietary code, had to narrow, as we classified verses on the basis of terms
like “food” or “clean” or “unclean,” or scenes where some kind of eating would be taking place. Yeshua’s word of
Matthew 13:47-50 did not meet these criteria, and we thought it much more important to address passages seldom,
if ever, addressed by Messianics, such as: 1 Corinthians 10:14-33; Philippians 3:17-19; Hebrews 9:8-10; 13:9-10, et.
al. Whether or not Yeshua's word of Matthew 13:47-50, actually has anything to do with clean and unclean fish,
was disputable enough for us to save time and pages. We are certainly happy to answer the question, though,
regarding if there is any relationship between Matthew 13:47-50 and the kosher dietary laws.

A straightforward reading of Matthew 13:47-50, especially in light of some of the preceding vingettes about
tares sown among wheat (Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43), demonstrates how Yeshua’s intention was to give a
description of how the righteous will be separated out from the unrighteous. The righteous, those who are
redeemed and have a proper faith in God, will enter into His Kingdom, and the unrighteous will be separated from
it. The Kingdom of Heaven is welcoming of many, but just as one who fishes with a dragnet in the sea has to
separate out good fish from bad fish, so do the righteous have to be sorted out from the unrighteous:

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet cast into the sea, and gathering fish of every kind; and when it was
filled, they drew it up on the beach; and they sat down and gathered the good fish into containers, but the bad they
threw away. So it will be at the end of the age; the angels will come forth and take out the wicked from among the
righteous, and will throw them into the furnace of fire; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth”
(Matthew 13:47-50, NASU).

The suggestion that the good fish are clean or kosher fish, and the bad fish are unclean or unkosher fish, is
not without merit. In The Jewish Annotated New Testament, Aaron M. Gale asserts precisely this: “Fishermen in the
Sea of Galilee would have had to separate kosher and nonkosher fish from their nets.”* A similar conclusion is
witnessed in the 2012 book, Biblically Kosher: A Messianic Jewish Perspective on Kashrut:

“In the Master’s parable of the great catch, he uses ‘good’ (that is, kosher) fish to represent ‘the righteous’ and ‘bad’
(non-kosher) fish to represent ‘the evil.’ This correlates to the view that the characteristics of non-kosher animals,
which are often scavengers and predators, correlate to evil character traits and behaviors.”2

! Aaron M. Gale, “The Gospel According to Matthew,” in Amy-Jill Levine and Marc Zvi Brettler, eds., The Jewish Annotated New Testament,
NRSV (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2011), 26.
% Aaron Eby, Biblically Kosher: A Messianic Jewish Perspective on Kashrut (Marshfield, MO: First Fruits of Zion, 2012), 152.
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It is possible that the “good fish” representing the righteous, are intended by Yeshua to be like kosher fish,
and that the “bad fish” representing the unrighteous are intended to be unkosher fish. This is not entirely
required, though, for a proper interpretation of Matthew 13:47-50. The bad fish could just as well have been kosher
fish which, when inspected, were undersized, had some kind of deformity or disease, or perhaps even
demonstrated some sort of hostility when caught. While it is interesting to posit the thought that the good fish
were kosher and the bad fish were nonkosher, there are many more passages of the Apostolic Scriptures, to be
sure,® which much more clearly involve the kosher dietary laws and their validity for the post-resurrection era,
which have now been given some degree of analysis in the 2014 Messianic Kosher Helper.

® The total list of Apostolic Scriptures passages, addressed in detail, in the Messianic Kosher Helper, include:
Matthew 5:17-19; Mark 7:1-23; Acts 10:1-48; 11:1-18; 15:19-21; Romans 14; 1 Corinthians 6:12-20; 8; 10:14-33; Galatians 2:11-14; Philippians
3:17-19; Colossians 2:16-23; 1 Timothy 4:1-5; Titus 1:14-16; Hebrews 9:8-10; 13:9-10; 1 Peter 1:14-16.
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