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Abbreviations and Special Terms 
The following is a list of abbreviations for reference works and special terms which are used in publications by Outreach Israel 
Ministries and Messianic Apologetics. Please familiarize yourself with them as the text may reference a Bible version, i.e., RSV 
for the Revised Standard Version, or a source such as TWOT for the Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament, solely by its 
abbreviation. Detailed listings of these sources are provided in the Bibliography. 

ABD: Anchor Bible Dictionary 
AMG: Complete Word Study Dictionary: Old Testament, New 

Testament 
ANE: Ancient Near East(ern) 
Apostolic Scriptures/Writings: the New Testament 
Ara: Aramaic 
ASV: American Standard Version (1901) 
ATS: ArtScroll Tanach (1996) 
b. Babylonian Talmud (Talmud Bavli)
B.C.E.: Before Common Era or B.C. 
BDAG: A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and 

Other Early Christian Literature (Bauer, Danker, 
Arndt, Gingrich) 

BDB: Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew and English Lexicon 
C.E.: Common Era or A.D. 
CGEDNT: Concise Greek-English Dictionary of New Testament 

Words (Barclay M. Newman) 
CGL: Cambridge Greek Lexicon (2021) 
CHALOT: Concise Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the Old 

Testament (Holladay) 
CJB: Complete Jewish Bible (1998) 
CJSB: Complete Jewish Study Bible (2016) 
DRA: Douay-Rheims American Edition 
DSS: Dead Sea Scrolls 
EDB: Eerdmans Dictionary of the Bible 
EJ: Encylopaedia Judaica 
ESV: English Standard Version (2001) 
Ger: German 
GNT: Greek New Testament 
Grk: Greek 
HALOT: Hebrew & Aramaic Lexicon of the Old Testament 

(Koehler and Baumgartner) 
HCSB: Holman Christian Standard Bible (2004) 
Heb: Hebrew 
HNV: Hebrew Names Version of the World English Bible 
IDB: Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible 
IDBSup: Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible Supplement 
ISBE: International Standard Bible Encyclopedia 
IVPBBC: IVP Bible Background Commentary (Old & New 

Testament) 
Jastrow: Dictionary of the Targumim, Talmud Bavli, Talmud 

Yerushalmi, and Midrashic Literature (Marcus Jastrow) 
JBK: New Jerusalem Bible-Koren (2000) 
JETS: Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society 
KJV: King James Version 
Lattimore: The New Testament by Richmond Lattimore 

(1996) 

LITV: Literal Translation of the Holy Bible by Jay P. Green 
(1986) 

LES: Lexham English Septuagint (2019) 
LS: An Intermediate Greek-English Lexicon (Liddell-Scott) 
LSJM: Greek-English Lexicon (Liddell-Scott-Jones-

McKenzie) 
LXE: Septuagint with Apocrypha by Sir L.C.L. Brenton (1851) 
LXX: Septuagint 
m. Mishnah 
MT: Masoretic Text 
NASB: New American Standard Bible (1977) 
NASU: New American Standard Update (1995) 
NBCR: New Bible Commentary: Revised 
NEB: New English Bible (1970) 
Nelson: Nelson’s Expository Dictionary of Old Testament 

Words 
NETS: New English Translation of the Septuagint (2007) 
NIB: New Interpreter’s Bible 
NIDB: New International Dictionary of the Bible 
NIV: New International Version (1984) 
NJB: New Jerusalem Bible-Catholic (1985) 
NJPS: Tanakh, A New Translation of the Holy Scriptures 

(1999) 
NKJV: New King James Version (1982) 
NRSV: New Revised Standard Version (1989) 
NLT: New Living Translation (1996) 
NT: New Testament 
OT: Old Testament 
REB: Revised English Bible (1989) 
RSV: Revised Standard Version (1952) 
t. Tosefta
Tanach (Tanakh): the Old Testament 
Thayer: Thayer’s Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament 
TDNT: Theological Dictionary of the New Testament 
TLV: Messianic Jewish Family Bible—Tree of Life Version 

(2014) 
TNIV: Today’s New International Version (2005) 
TWOT: Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament 
UBSHNT: United Bible Societies’ 1991 Hebrew New 

Testament revised edition 
v(s). verse(s) 
Vine: Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New 

Testament Words 
Vul: Latin Vulgate 
YLT: Young’s Literal Translation (1862/1898) 
WMB: World Messianic Bible (2020) 
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DNA Test for Semitic Ancestry 
I am non-Jewish, but I am very interested in the possibility of there 
being some Jewish ancestry in my family line. I am planning to get a 
DNA test. What does it mean if I have some Jewish markers in the 
results? 

Because of the interconnectivity of the Internet and social media, it is hardly a surprise that one of the most 
frequently researched topics, on the part of individuals and families, has been genealogy. Decades ago, if people 
in North America wanted to research their Western European origins, it would have at least required lengthy 
correspondence with town halls, record halls, libraries, and churches via standard postal mail. For some people, 
really wanting to investigate their origins, it would have involved taking trips to one’s ancestral homelands, and 
spending weeks sorting through depositories of census records, marriage certificates, and universities. Today, 
however, via the advent of electronic records—often made freely or at nominal charge to the public—it is much 
more convenient for people to explore who they are. 

Many non-Jewish Believers in today’s Messianic movement, do wonder if one of the reasons why they have 
entered into the Messianic movement, is because they have some distant Jewish ancestry. Various non-Jewish 
Believers in today’s Messianic movement, have discovered via genealogical investigation, that they do actually 
have a Jewish line or two, several, or multiple generations removed. Some of this may have involved a family story, 
or a deliberate repression of one’s Jewish heritage, in an effort to assimilate into Western society. Forgetting about 
a Jewish line in one’s family may also have taken place as a Jewish person intermarried, and the grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren steadily forgot about their Jewish ancestry. 

Beyond researching one’s ancestry via genealogical records, census reports, and the like—various services 
are available, at reasonable cost, to test one’s DNA for some analysis of a man or woman’s ethnic makeup. Many 
people who take a DNA test for their ancestry, can attest to being unaware of particular nationalities in their family 
tree. There are non-Jewish Believers in today’s Messianic movement, who while being curious about possibly 
having some Jewish ancestry, have taken some DNA test for resolution to see if this is the case. Some people are 
not surprised by the results that they see, when some percentage of Semitic DNA appears. 

There are likely to be many opinions present among not only Messianic people, but those in the Jewish 
community, as to whether or not a non-Jewish person, with some percentage of Jewish DNA, is actually “Jewish.” 
While there are those non-Jewish people who find, after taking a DNA test, that their genetic portfolio can be 
anywhere from 25%-50% Jewish—in which case one’s Jewish parent or grandparent may have deliberately 
withheld knowledge of his or her Jewish heritage to offspring—more likely than not when non-Jewish people have 
a DNA test, if they have Jewish DNA markers, then they are going to be less than 10%. This would logically mean 
that one’s Jewish ancestor(s) lived several centuries ago. 

For the non-Jewish person in today’s Messianic movement, who has a DNA test revealing some small 
percentage of Jewish heritage—it would mean that he or she is a non-Jewish Believer with some Jewish 
ancestry, and it would be presumptuous for he or she to claim being “Jewish.” To many in the Jewish community, 
being Jewish does involve being raised or exposed to some quantitative Jewish experience from at least one’s 
grandparents or great-grandparents—not a Jewish ancestor or two who lived before the American Revolution, 
and who was forgotten. 

No matter how open-minded various non-Jewish Believers are to learning about the Jewish experience, 
appreciating it, supporting the State of Israel and actively opposing anti-Semitism in today’s world—non-Jews in 
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today’s Messianic movement who find out that 2-5% of their DNA is Jewish, should not call themselves Jewish. 
(The modern State of Israel is not going to consider such persons as candidates for citizenship.) Messianic Jewish 
congregations may consider you to have distant Jewish ancestry, which is appreciable, but would likely not 
consider you Jewish. However, various Jewish people one may encounter—seeing non-Jewish Believers actively 
participating in the Messianic movement—may very well be more open to hearing the good news of Messiah, 
when non-Jewish Believers with small percentages of Jewish ancestry confirm that their participation in things 
Messianic and Torah, does involve their reconnecting to a forgotten part of their family lineage. 
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