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Abbreviations and Special Terms 
The following is a list of abbreviations for reference works and special terms which are used in publications by Outreach Israel 
Ministries and Messianic Apologetics. Please familiarize yourself with them as the text may reference a Bible version, i.e., RSV 
for the Revised Standard Version, or a source such as TWOT for the Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament, solely by its 
abbreviation. Detailed listings of these sources are provided in the Bibliography. 

ABD: Anchor Bible Dictionary 
AMG: Complete Word Study Dictionary: Old Testament, New 

Testament 
ANE: Ancient Near East(ern) 
Apostolic Scriptures/Writings: the New Testament 
Ara: Aramaic 
ASV: American Standard Version (1901) 
ATS: ArtScroll Tanach (1996) 
b. Babylonian Talmud (Talmud Bavli)
B.C.E.: Before Common Era or B.C. 
BDAG: A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and 

Other Early Christian Literature (Bauer, Danker, 
Arndt, Gingrich) 

BDB: Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew and English Lexicon 
C.E.: Common Era or A.D. 
CGEDNT: Concise Greek-English Dictionary of New Testament 

Words (Barclay M. Newman) 
CGL: Cambridge Greek Lexicon (2021) 
CHALOT: Concise Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the Old 

Testament (Holladay) 
CJB: Complete Jewish Bible (1998) 
CJSB: Complete Jewish Study Bible (2016) 
DRA: Douay-Rheims American Edition 
DSS: Dead Sea Scrolls 
EDB: Eerdmans Dictionary of the Bible 
EJ: Encylopaedia Judaica 
ESV: English Standard Version (2001) 
Ger: German 
GNT: Greek New Testament 
Grk: Greek 
HALOT: Hebrew & Aramaic Lexicon of the Old Testament 

(Koehler and Baumgartner) 
HCSB: Holman Christian Standard Bible (2004) 
Heb: Hebrew 
HNV: Hebrew Names Version of the World English Bible 
IDB: Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible 
IDBSup: Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible Supplement 
ISBE: International Standard Bible Encyclopedia 
IVPBBC: IVP Bible Background Commentary (Old & New 

Testament) 
Jastrow: Dictionary of the Targumim, Talmud Bavli, Talmud 

Yerushalmi, and Midrashic Literature (Marcus Jastrow) 
JBK: New Jerusalem Bible-Koren (2000) 
JETS: Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society 
KJV: King James Version 
Lattimore: The New Testament by Richmond Lattimore 

(1996) 

LITV: Literal Translation of the Holy Bible by Jay P. Green 
(1986) 

LES: Lexham English Septuagint (2019) 
LS: An Intermediate Greek-English Lexicon (Liddell-Scott) 
LSJM: Greek-English Lexicon (Liddell-Scott-Jones-

McKenzie) 
LXE: Septuagint with Apocrypha by Sir L.C.L. Brenton (1851) 
LXX: Septuagint 
m. Mishnah 
MT: Masoretic Text 
NASB: New American Standard Bible (1977) 
NASU: New American Standard Update (1995) 
NBCR: New Bible Commentary: Revised 
NEB: New English Bible (1970) 
Nelson: Nelson’s Expository Dictionary of Old Testament 

Words 
NETS: New English Translation of the Septuagint (2007) 
NIB: New Interpreter’s Bible 
NIDB: New International Dictionary of the Bible 
NIV: New International Version (1984) 
NJB: New Jerusalem Bible-Catholic (1985) 
NJPS: Tanakh, A New Translation of the Holy Scriptures 

(1999) 
NKJV: New King James Version (1982) 
NRSV: New Revised Standard Version (1989) 
NLT: New Living Translation (1996) 
NT: New Testament 
OT: Old Testament 
REB: Revised English Bible (1989) 
RSV: Revised Standard Version (1952) 
t. Tosefta
Tanach (Tanakh): the Old Testament 
Thayer: Thayer’s Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament 
TDNT: Theological Dictionary of the New Testament 
TLV: Messianic Jewish Family Bible—Tree of Life Version 

(2014) 
TNIV: Today’s New International Version (2005) 
TWOT: Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament 
UBSHNT: United Bible Societies’ 1991 Hebrew New 

Testament revised edition 
v(s). verse(s) 
Vine: Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New 

Testament Words 
Vul: Latin Vulgate 
YLT: Young’s Literal Translation (1862/1898) 
WMB: World Messianic Bible (2020) 
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Cock/Rooster Crowing 
I heard a Messianic teaching which advocated that it was not a “cock” 
or “rooster” crowing, which was supposed to make a noise after Peter 
denied Yeshua, but rather a Temple-crier functioning in his duties. This 
was used to support an original Hebrew New Testament. Can you help 
me with this? 

The reference to a cock or rooster crowing, in association with Peter’s denial of Yeshua, appears in all four 
Gospels: 

“And Yeshua said to him, ‘Truly I say to you, that this very night, before a rooster crows twice, you yourself 
will deny Me three times’...Immediately a rooster crowed a second time. And Peter remembered how Yeshua 
had made the remark to him, ‘Before a rooster crows twice, you will deny Me three times.’ And he began to 
weep” (Mark 14:30, 72, NASU). 

“Yeshua said to him, ‘Truly I say to you that this very night, before a rooster crows, you will deny Me three 
times.’...Then he began to curse and swear, ‘I do not know the man!’ And immediately a rooster crowed. And 
Peter remembered the word which Yeshua had said, ‘Before a rooster crows, you will deny Me three times.’ 
And he went out and wept bitterly” (Matthew 26:34, 74-75, NASU). 

“‘Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded permission to sift you like wheat; but I have prayed for you, that 
your faith may not fail; and you, when once you have turned again, strengthen your brothers.’ But he said to 
Him, ‘Lord, with You I am ready to go both to prison and to death!’ And He said, ‘I say to you, Peter, the rooster 
will not crow today until you have denied three times that you know Me.’ And He said to them, ‘When I sent 
you out without money belt and bag and sandals, you did not lack anything, did you?’ They said, ‘No, nothing’” 
(Luke 22:31-35, NASU). 

“But Peter said, ‘Man, I do not know what you are talking about.’ Immediately, while he was still speaking, a 
rooster crowed. The Lord turned and looked at Peter. And Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how He 
had told him, ‘Before a rooster crows today, you will deny Me three times’” (Luke 22:60-61, NASU). 

“Yeshua answered, ‘Will you lay down your life for Me? Truly, truly, I say to you, a rooster will not crow until 
you deny Me three times.’...Peter then denied it again, and immediately a rooster crowed” (John 13:38; 18:27, 
NASU). 

The late Nineteenth Century Delitzsch Hebrew New Testament, rendered the Greek alektōr with the Hebrew 
tar’negol, “cock, chicken” (Jastrow),1 an indication that within the narrative, Peter’s denial of Yeshua took place 
before the normal crowing of a rooster adjacent to daybreak. Those who suggest that the alektōr is actually a 
Temple-crier, would have to do so on the basis of the term gever, which can mean both “man, master,” as well as 
“(the cryer’s) crying, or the cock’s crowing” (Jastrow).2 In The Messianic Writings by Daniel Gruber, Matthew 26:34 

1 Marcus Jastrow, Dictionary of the Targumim, Talmud Bavli, Talmud Yerushalmi, and Midrashic Literature (New York: Judaica Treasury, 
2004), 1700. 

2 Ibid., 208. 
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is rendered as, “I tell you faithfully that this very night, before the rooster calls out, you will completely deny me 
three times.” In his annotations, Gruber points out how “The Hebrew word gever can mean either ‘rooster’ or 
‘man.’ There was a man in the Temple who cried out in the morning to begin the service of the Temple.”3 He then 
references several statements appearing in the Talmud: 

“What is the definition of the cock crow? Rab said, ‘It is the call of a man’ [since the word for man and cock share 
the same consonants]. R. Shila said, ‘It is the call of a cock.’ Rab visited the locale of R. Shila. There was no public 
speaker to appoint to stand next to R. Shila to serve him in presenting his public address, so Rab took the position next 
to him to serve as his loud speaker. He explained, ‘What is the definition of the cock crow? It is the call of a man.’ Said 
to him R. Shila, ‘But will the master please say, It is the call of a cock?’ He said to him, ‘A flute makes great music for 
nobles, but hand it to weavers, and they won’t take it at all’...When I stood before R. Hiyya [as his public voice] and 
interpreted the matter so — What is the definition of the cock crow? It is the call of a man — he didn’t say a word to 
me! And yet you say to me, But will the master please say, It is the call of a cock!’” (b.Yoma 20b).4 

There should be little problem, in an academic sense, suggesting the possibility that the cock or rooster 
crowing, might be the Temple-crier—positing that the Greek Gospel narratives translated Yeshua’s apparent, oral 
usage of the Hebrew gever literally as alektōr. As is inferable from the Talmudic quote referenced, only an 
understanding of the terminology within the context of Second Temple Judaism, could or would have enabled a 
reader to think that before the Temple-crier (a/k/a a cock or rooster) called for daily prayers to begin, that Peter 
would have denied the Messiah. Yet, not all of those involved in translating the Greek Apostolic Scriptures into 
Hebrew, for either Jewish evangelism or the benefit of native Hebrew speakers, have chosen to render alektōr as 
gever, but instead as tar’negol (Delitzsch, Salkinson-Ginsburg, 1992 UBSHNT) In modern Hebrew, tarnegol means 
“cock; rooster,” although in some instances can also be “turkey.”5 

There are some who have gone beyond a hypothetical and academically-informed proposal that gever could 
have been used as an alternative to tar’negol. One advocate of an original Hebrew New Testament states, 

“The ‘rooster’ or ‘cock’ that Peter and Yeshua heard was not a bird at all, but a man. That man was a priest at the 
Temple. He was the one who had the responsibility of unlocking the Temple doors each and every morning before 
dawn….The priest in question was known as the Temple Crier, and he was called the Gever in Hebrew, which 
means ‘cock’ or ‘rooster.’”6 

The problem is not suggesting the possibility that this could be an Hebraism, and the Gospel writers were 
relying on their audience to know that a “rooster” or “cock” might be the Temple-crier; the problem is with the 
assumption that this is “is [a] mistranslation of the original text,” being an example of “A common problem that 
exists in our English bibles,”7 thus this one expression requires the Gospels to have been written in Hebrew. 
Furthermore, consider the poor external evidence which is provided for this being an Hebraism: 

“[C]hickens were not allowed in Jerusalem during Temple times. The reason for this prohibition was because 
chickens are very dirty birds and they have the obnoxious habit of finding their way into places where they do 
not belong. Therefore, to assure that chickens could not gain access to the Temple and desecrate the Holy Place 
or, worse yet, the Holy of Holies, the Priests simply forbid [sic] everyone in Jerusalem from having chickens.”8 

The real problem which exists with the logic demonstrated here, is failing to account how chickens right 
outside the city of Jerusalem could certainly be heard audibly when they crowed. If kept in an academic sense of a 
rooster crowing possibly be the Temple-crier, then we should have little problem with such an hypothesis. Yet this is 

3 Daniel Gruber, trans., The Messianic Writings (Hanover, NH: Elijah Publishing, 2011), 62. 
4 The Babylonian Talmud: A Translation and Commentary. MS Windows XP. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 2005. CD-ROM. 
5 Hayim Baltsan, Webster’s NewWorld Hebrew Dictionary (Cleveland: Wiley Publishing, Inc., 1992), 413. 
6 Dean and Susan Wheelock, The Quiet Revival (Hebrew Roots Press: Lakewood, WI, 2001), 15. 
7 Ibid., 14. 
8 Ibid, pp 14-15. 
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not what the Hebrew New Testament advocate thinks; he or she thinks that there are mistranslations in the 
Gospels, and that Bible readers are being misled at best, deceived at worst. 

If this be the case about one seemingly insignificant reference about a “rooster” or “chicken” in the Gospels, 
then what will some of these Hebrew New Testament advocates do to other, more important Scripture passages? 
Can we suddenly not trust the Gospels for the basic facts contained therein? Will we suddenly start hearing that 
when Yeshua was eating a meal that it really means that He was instead deficating? What about Yeshua healing 
someone or delivering a person from demons? This may sound extreme, but this is how far it could go when 
various people are seen to dismantle the validity of the Greek source text behind the Apostolic Scriptures. What 
other basic facts are on the chopping block? Today’s Messianic movement cannot afford to be accused of “radically 
reinterpreting” the Bible in such a manner. 

Few should deny the presence of legitimate Hebraisms in the Gospels (i.e., Matthew 16:19 and its reference 
to “binding and loosing” which pertains to permitting and prohibiting, relating to halachah.)9 The presence of 
Hebraisms, though, does not require the Gospels, much less the entire Apostolic Scriptures or New Testament, to 
have actually been written down in Hebrew.10 

9 Cf. Raymond F. Collins, “Binding and Loosing,” in David Noel Freedman, ed., Anchor Bible Dictionary, 6 vols. (New York: Doubleday, 1992), 
1:743-745; Terrerence Prendergast, S.J., “Binding and Loosing,” in David Noel Freedman, ed., Eerdmans Dictionary of the Bible (Grand Rapids: 
Eerdmans, 2000), 187. 

10 For a further discussion on this, consult the author’s article, “The Hebrew New Testament Misunderstanding” (appearing in Confronting 
Critical Issues). 


	Introduction
	Abomination of Desolation
	Acts 8:27, 36, 38
	Afterlife, negates need for resurrection
	Afterlife, negates  significance of death
	Alcohol
	Alef-Tav, Yeshua as the
	Annihilationism  (eternal punishment)
	Antimessiah/antichrist
	Antimessiah,  Makes or Confirms Covenant
	Anti-Semitism, Luther
	Apocrypha
	Apocrypha, Versions of
	Aramaic Peshitta
	Babylon
	Beards
	Bible Versions
	Bible Versions, Messianic
	Biblical Calendar
	Biblical Faith, a Judaism
	Biblical Festivals
	Birth Control
	Birth of Yeshua
	Body-Brain-Consciousness Interaction
	Breath of life, humans and animals
	B’rit Chadashah
	Calvinist-Arminian Controversy
	Celibacy
	Chanukah, Actions of Antiochus
	Chanukah, Celebrated  instead of Sukkot
	Chanukah, Eight Days of Oil
	Chanukah, Nine-Branched Menorah
	Cheese, Kosher
	Christianity, Pagan?
	Christian Scholars
	Christian, Title
	Christians who do not keep Torah
	Christmas
	Christmas Dinner
	Church Fathers
	Church,  missing after Revelation 4:1
	Church, word of pagan origin
	Cock/Rooster Crowing
	Commonwealth of Israel
	Communion
	Concubines
	1 Corinthians 6:9-10
	1 Corinthians 6:12
	1 Corinthians 7:17-24
	1 Corinthians 14:34-35
	2 Corinthians 5:8
	Creationism
	Crucifixion
	Cult
	Daniel 3:25
	Death, as an unconscious sleep
	Death, for Believers
	Denying Messiah
	Deuteronomy 6:25
	Dictionaries/Lexicons
	DNA Test for Semitic Ancestry
	Doctors, and Modern Medicine
	Dualism
	Easter
	Egalitarianism, Leads to an Acceptance of Homosexuality
	Ekklesia/Qahal (English word “church”)
	Elements of the World  (Galatians 4:3, 9; Colossians 2:8, 20)
	End-Times Revival
	Ephesians 2:14-15
	Ephesians 6:11-17
	Eternal life,  physically alive forever
	Exodus, date of
	Exodus, numbers of
	Exodus, Pharaoh  who did not know Joseph
	Exodus, route of
	False Prophecy Predictions
	Fasting
	Final Generation
	Fire Baptism
	Fruits and Vegetables, Kosher
	Fullness of the Nations
	Galatians 3:24, 25
	Galatians 5:2-3
	Gelatin, Kosher
	Genesis 5, 11 Genealogies
	Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs), Kosher
	Gentile, Term
	Glatt Kosher
	God-Fearers
	God & Lord, Pagan Titles
	Good Fish, Bad Fish (Kosher)
	Halal Meat (Islam)
	Headcovering Garments
	Heaven, prayer covering offered by deceased loved ones
	Hebrew, Letter Pictures
	Hebrew, Pure Language
	Hebrew Versus Greek Mindset
	Hebrews 9:1-5
	Hell, Metaphorical View
	Heresy, Heretic
	Hour of Testing
	Hunting
	Illegal Drugs (Kosher)
	Image of God, Human Beings
	Image of God, Rulership
	Inheritance in the Holy Land,  Non-Jews
	Isaac, Sacrificed
	Isaiah 7:14
	Isaiah 24:5
	James, Name of
	Jashar, Book of
	JEDP Documentary Hypothesis
	Jewish Marriage Analogy
	Jots and Tittles
	Kabbalah
	Karaites, Karaite Judaism
	Law of Moses,  Binding on Christians
	Least in the Kingdom
	Leaven of the Pharisees  and Sadducees
	Leavening Agents
	Levirate Marriage
	Leviticus 18:5
	Liturgy, Hebrew
	Lost Sheep of the House of Israel
	Luke 16:19-31
	Lunar Sabbath
	Male Headship
	Mark 7
	Mark of the Beast
	Matthew 5:17-19
	Matthew 10:28
	Matthew 16:18-19
	Messiah, Confirms the Covenant
	Messianic
	Mixed Fibers
	Moses, Write the Entire Torah?
	Mushrooms, Kosher
	Nazarene, Yeshua Called
	Nephilim
	New Moon
	New Testament,  Written in Hebrew
	New Wine, Old Wineskins
	Niddah, Laws of
	Noahide Laws
	Non-Jews, Inheritance  in Holy Land
	Non-profit organizations
	Omer Count
	One New Man (One New Humanity)
	Original Order, Books of the Bible
	Pagan, Christmas and Easter
	PaRDeS
	Passover, Eating Lamb
	Passover, Egg on Seder Plate
	Passover, Objections  to Last Supper
	Passover, Traditional Seder Meal
	Paul, Name of
	Paul, Opposed or Not Opposed to the Torah (Law)
	Paul, Tentmaker
	Philippians 1:23
	Polygamy
	Preterist Theology
	Psychopannychy,  growing in adherence
	Psychopannychy,  motivation for belief
	Psychopannychy, term
	Public Restaurants, Kosher
	Purim
	Rabbi, Title
	Rapture
	Reformation
	Resurrection, Late Belief
	Resurrection, Sunday
	Revelation 22:14
	Romans 1:26-27
	Romans 10:4
	Rosh HaShanah
	Sabbath Dismissal,  Mark of the Beast
	Sabbath, Jewish Tradition
	Sabbath, Originated in Ancient Near Eastern Paganism
	Sabbath Violation,  Alleged by Yeshua
	Sacrifices in the Millennium
	Scripture Interpretation,  Basic Guidelines for
	Sensationalism, Messianic
	Septuagint (LXX)
	Smoking, Tobacco
	Sukkot
	Talmud
	Tefillin
	Textual Criticism
	Thanksgiving Day
	1 Thessalonians 2:14-16
	Tithing
	Tongues
	Torah, Before Mount Sinai (Abraham)
	Torah, command not to “Add to”
	Torah, division of commandments
	Torah, moral and ceremonial law
	Torah, only focused on
	Torah, Yeshua
	Tradition, Role that it plays
	Trinity
	Two-House Teaching
	Tzitzits
	Unclean Things, Eating
	Under the Law
	Valentine’s Day
	Violent Seize the Kingdom of God
	Women in Ministry
	Works of the Law
	Wrath, spared from
	Yeshua, Divinity of
	YHWH/YHVH
	YHWH, Above the Cross
	Yom Kippur, Fasting
	6,000 Year Teaching
	About the Author
	SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY
	OUTREACH ISRAEL MINISTRIES  MESSIANIC APOLOGETICS    STATEMENT OF FAITH



