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Abbreviations and Special Terms 
The following is a list of abbreviations for reference works and special terms which are used in publications by Outreach Israel 
Ministries and Messianic Apologetics. Please familiarize yourself with them as the text may reference a Bible version, i.e., RSV 
for the Revised Standard Version, or a source such as TWOT for the Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament, solely by its 
abbreviation. Detailed listings of these sources are provided in the Bibliography. 

ABD: Anchor Bible Dictionary 
AMG: Complete Word Study Dictionary: Old Testament, New 

Testament 
ANE: Ancient Near East(ern) 
Apostolic Scriptures/Writings: the New Testament 
Ara: Aramaic 
ASV: American Standard Version (1901) 
ATS: ArtScroll Tanach (1996) 
b. Babylonian Talmud (Talmud Bavli)
B.C.E.: Before Common Era or B.C. 
BDAG: A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and 

Other Early Christian Literature (Bauer, Danker, 
Arndt, Gingrich) 

BDB: Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew and English Lexicon 
C.E.: Common Era or A.D. 
CGEDNT: Concise Greek-English Dictionary of New Testament 

Words (Barclay M. Newman) 
CGL: Cambridge Greek Lexicon (2021) 
CHALOT: Concise Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the Old 

Testament (Holladay) 
CJB: Complete Jewish Bible (1998) 
CJSB: Complete Jewish Study Bible (2016) 
DRA: Douay-Rheims American Edition 
DSS: Dead Sea Scrolls 
EDB: Eerdmans Dictionary of the Bible 
EJ: Encylopaedia Judaica 
ESV: English Standard Version (2001) 
Ger: German 
GNT: Greek New Testament 
Grk: Greek 
HALOT: Hebrew & Aramaic Lexicon of the Old Testament 

(Koehler and Baumgartner) 
HCSB: Holman Christian Standard Bible (2004) 
Heb: Hebrew 
HNV: Hebrew Names Version of the World English Bible 
IDB: Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible 
IDBSup: Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible Supplement 
ISBE: International Standard Bible Encyclopedia 
IVPBBC: IVP Bible Background Commentary (Old & New 

Testament) 
Jastrow: Dictionary of the Targumim, Talmud Bavli, Talmud 

Yerushalmi, and Midrashic Literature (Marcus Jastrow) 
JBK: New Jerusalem Bible-Koren (2000) 
JETS: Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society 
KJV: King James Version 
Lattimore: The New Testament by Richmond Lattimore 

(1996) 

LITV: Literal Translation of the Holy Bible by Jay P. Green 
(1986) 

LES: Lexham English Septuagint (2019) 
LS: An Intermediate Greek-English Lexicon (Liddell-Scott) 
LSJM: Greek-English Lexicon (Liddell-Scott-Jones-

McKenzie) 
LXE: Septuagint with Apocrypha by Sir L.C.L. Brenton (1851) 
LXX: Septuagint 
m. Mishnah 
MT: Masoretic Text 
NASB: New American Standard Bible (1977) 
NASU: New American Standard Update (1995) 
NBCR: New Bible Commentary: Revised 
NEB: New English Bible (1970) 
Nelson: Nelson’s Expository Dictionary of Old Testament 

Words 
NETS: New English Translation of the Septuagint (2007) 
NIB: New Interpreter’s Bible 
NIDB: New International Dictionary of the Bible 
NIV: New International Version (1984) 
NJB: New Jerusalem Bible-Catholic (1985) 
NJPS: Tanakh, A New Translation of the Holy Scriptures 

(1999) 
NKJV: New King James Version (1982) 
NRSV: New Revised Standard Version (1989) 
NLT: New Living Translation (1996) 
NT: New Testament 
OT: Old Testament 
REB: Revised English Bible (1989) 
RSV: Revised Standard Version (1952) 
t. Tosefta
Tanach (Tanakh): the Old Testament 
Thayer: Thayer’s Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament 
TDNT: Theological Dictionary of the New Testament 
TLV: Messianic Jewish Family Bible—Tree of Life Version 

(2014) 
TNIV: Today’s New International Version (2005) 
TWOT: Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament 
UBSHNT: United Bible Societies’ 1991 Hebrew New 

Testament revised edition 
v(s). verse(s) 
Vine: Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New 

Testament Words 
Vul: Latin Vulgate 
YLT: Young’s Literal Translation (1862/1898) 
WMB: World Messianic Bible (2020) 
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Afterlife, negates  
significance of death 

Is it not true that an afterlife in Heaven before the resurrection, would 
subtract from the significance of death? 

Psychopannychists or “soul sleep” advocates claim that the power of death is something which is entirely 
physical. If Believers live a life on Earth, and then in the process of dying go to Heaven to be with the Lord before 
the resurrection, it is claimed that “death” really has no significance. This is an incorrect assumption about the 
significance of death—because even if survivors of a deceased person might believe that a loved one is in the 
presence of Yeshua in Heaven, such survivors still have to cope with the loss or vacuum the deceased has left. 
Death separates people. Even with some people able to experience a degree of comfort knowing that a loved one is 
with the Lord, survivors will still be separated from those whom they knew, and they have to bear the brunt of 
living their lives on Earth without their loved ones’ company, council, and involvement in life-cycle events. 

Death as a force to be reckoned with, often leaves a very bitter aftermath for those who have had to confront 
it. Even if all of the persons involved have confessed faith in the Lord, and have known Yeshua as Savior, and have 
believed in an intermediate afterlife in Heaven before resurrection—the force of death will take its (serious) toll. 
Simply consider the child who will never grow up having met a grandparent or a parent, who pre-deceased birth 
or who died when the child was very young. Even if this child grows up hearing stories about a grandparent who 
died before he or she was born, the most personal connection the grandchild can make to the person, is probably 
visiting a cemetery plot. Even if it is believed that a family member is in Heaven, there is still very much a desire 
in the heart of a survivor to see the Lord return in glory, so an extended family can be fully reunited across the 
generations. Bruce Milne further describes in The Message of Heaven & Hell, 

“Death’s sting [1 Corinthians 15:55-56] is truly felt, no matter the circumstances or the degree of conviction with 
which Christians experience the passing of a loved one. The pain often goes very, very deep, and commonly the 
wound never fully heals. A conviction that the loved one is now ‘with the Lord’, while clearly a source of comfort, 
may do little even after the passage of time to counteract the numbing blow of the loss.” 1 

Each one of us in our lives has had to experience the death of a loved one—a husband or wife, a father or 
mother, a close relative, a dear friend, a mentor—and throughout our lives we will always entertain thoughts, at 
least in part, wondering what it would or could mean to us, were they still with us. All of us who believe in an 
intermediate afterlife in Heaven, and who believe that a deceased loved one is presently basking in the presence 
of Yeshua HaMashiach and all of the other departed righteous—have wanted such a person alive and with us. 
Each day we wonder what our lives would be like with them present with us, especially at those most happy 
moments like a wedding, the birth of a new child, a graduation, or even a special trip. Every day, we have to carry 
with us the resonating pain which the power of death has caused. We eagerly anticipate the day when we can see 
our departed grandparents, parents, extended family, and friends again! 

The psychopannychist is often directly guilty, of robbing a survivor of the little bit of comfort he or she has, 
in knowing that a loved one is in Heaven until the time of the resurrection (John 10:10a). While there is a 

1 Bruce Milne, The Message of Heaven & Hell (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2002), 169. 
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significant error of many people thinking that those who die in faith go to Heaven, never to have their bodies 
resurrected—those of us who have always believed in the provisionality of the intermediate state, are told to think 
that our loved ones are only steadily decomposing in a grave. What does such a thought do especially to those who 
have derived comfort from their loved one being in Heaven, a family member or friend who may have died 
suddenly or tragically? 

Every one of us who has lost a loved one carries with us the pain and effects of their departure, and are quite 
aware of the power and significance of death on human existence. We know that death is an enemy which needs 
to be defeated! 
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