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Abbreviations and Special Terms 
The following is a list of abbreviations for reference works and special terms which are used in publications by 
Outreach Israel Ministries and Messianic Apologetics. Please familiarize yourself with them as the text may 
reference a Bible version, i.e., RSV for the Revised Standard Version, or a source such as TWOT for the Theological 
Wordbook of the Old Testament, solely by its abbreviation. Detailed listings of these sources are provided in the 
Bibliography. 

ABD: Anchor Bible Dictionary 
AMG: Complete Word Study Dictionary: Old Testament, 

New Testament 
ANE: Ancient Near East(ern) 
Apostolic Scriptures/Writings: the New Testament 
Ara: Aramaic 
ASV: American Standard Version (1901) 
ATS: ArtScroll Tanach (1996) 
b. Babylonian Talmud (Talmud Bavli)
B.C.E.: Before Common Era or B.C. 
BDAG: A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament 

and Other Early Christian Literature (Bauer, 
Danker, Arndt, Gingrich) 

BDB: Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew and English Lexicon 
C.E.: Common Era or A.D. 
CGEDNT: Concise Greek-English Dictionary of New 

Testament Words (Barclay M. Newman) 
CGL: Cambridge Greek Lexicon (2021) 
CHALOT: Concise Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the 

Old Testament (Holladay) 
CJB: Complete Jewish Bible (1998) 
CJSB: Complete Jewish Study Bible (2016) 
DRA: Douay-Rheims American Edition 
DSS: Dead Sea Scrolls 
EDB: Eerdmans Dictionary of the Bible 
EJ: Encylopaedia Judaica 
ESV: English Standard Version (2001) 
Ger: German 
GNT: Greek New Testament 
Grk: Greek 
HALOT: Hebrew & Aramaic Lexicon of the Old 

Testament (Koehler and Baumgartner) 
HCSB: Holman Christian Standard Bible (2004) 
Heb: Hebrew 
HNV: Hebrew Names Version of the World English 

Bible 
IDB: Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible 
IDBSup: Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible 

Supplement 
ISBE: International Standard Bible Encyclopedia 

IVPBBC: IVP Bible Background Commentary (Old & 
New Testament) 

Jastrow: Dictionary of the Targumim, Talmud Bavli, 
Talmud Yerushalmi, and Midrashic Literature 
(Marcus Jastrow) 

JBK: New Jerusalem Bible-Koren (2000) 
JETS: Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society 
KJV: King James Version 
Lattimore: The New Testament by Richmond 

Lattimore (1996) 
LITV: Literal Translation of the Holy Bible by Jay P. 

Green (1986) 
LES: Lexham English Septuagint (2019) 
LS: An Intermediate Greek-English Lexicon (Liddell-

Scott) 
LSJM: Greek-English Lexicon (Liddell-Scott-Jones-

McKenzie) 
LXE: Septuagint with Apocrypha by Sir L.C.L. Brenton 

(1851) 
LXX: Septuagint 
m. Mishnah 
MT: Masoretic Text 
NASB: New American Standard Bible (1977) 
NASU: New American Standard Update (1995) 
NBCR: New Bible Commentary: Revised 
NEB: New English Bible (1970) 
Nelson: Nelson’s Expository Dictionary of Old 

Testament Words 
NETS: New English Translation of the Septuagint 

(2007) 
NIB: New Interpreter’s Bible 
NIDB: New International Dictionary of the Bible 
NIV: New International Version (1984) 
NJB: New Jerusalem Bible-Catholic (1985) 
NJPS: Tanakh, A New Translation of the Holy 

Scriptures (1999) 
NKJV: New King James Version (1982) 
NRSV: New Revised Standard Version (1989) 
NLT: New Living Translation (1996) 
NT: New Testament 



OT: Old Testament 
REB: Revised English Bible (1989) 
RSV: Revised Standard Version (1952) 
t. Tosefta 
Tanach (Tanakh): the Old Testament
Thayer: Thayer’s Greek-English Lexicon of the New 

Testament 
TDNT: Theological Dictionary of the New Testament 
TLV: Messianic Jewish Family Bible—Tree of Life 

Version (2014) 
TNIV: Today’s New International Version (2005) 

TWOT: Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament 
UBSHNT: United Bible Societies’ 1991 Hebrew New 

Testament revised edition 
v(s). verse(s) 
Vine: Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and 

New Testament Words 
Vul: Latin Vulgate 
YLT: Young’s Literal Translation (1862/1898) 
WMB: World Messianic Bible (2020) 
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Yeshua, Worship of 
Blogcast, 25 May, 2019 

How important is worship of Yeshua, witnessed in the 
Scriptures, to regarding Yeshua as being genuinely God? 

The First Commandment explicitly prohibits the worship of any other deity than the 
LORD God of Israel (Exodus 20:3-5; Deuteronomy 5:6-9), meaning that some significant 
questions are posed from the Apostolic Scriptures, when it is clear that Yeshua of Nazareth 
was venerated by people and various supernatural entities. How are examiners and readers 
to view such veneration of Yeshua? Is this to just be some kind of intensified honor, as could 
be demonstrated by the ancients toward various human kings, political leaders, and figures 
of importance? Or, is the veneration which Yeshua of Nazareth received, to be indeed 
regarded as worship? 

There are linguistic factors which play into evaluating the veneration demonstrated 
toward Yeshua of Nazareth. There is some disagreement about what the specific Hebrew verb 
translated “worship” in the First Commandment, among other key places, actually is, among 
lexicons, with TWOT favoring the verb chavah,1 but it more often favored to be the verb 
shachah.2 Lexically speaking, whether it is chavah or shachah, the underlying Hebrew can be 
translated as either “worship” or “bow down,” depending on whether or not the God of Israel 
or some pagan deity is being venerated, or if just honor is being expressed toward another 
human being. The Greek equivalent via the Septuagint, which is also employed in the 
Apostolic Scriptures, is proskuneō, which in relative totality can mean “worship; fall down and 
worship, kneel, bow low, fall at another's feet” (CGEDNT).3 The verb proskuneō can lexically be 
translated as either “worship” or “bow down,” certainly asking some important questions 
concerning how it is employed when veneration or honor is expressed toward Yeshua of 
Nazareth (i.e., Matthew 2:2, 11; 14:33; 28:9). 

Those who hold to a high Christology would, for sure, view the majority of uses of 
proskuneō in regard to veneration or honor of Yeshua of Nazareth being regarded as 

1 Edwin Yamauchi, “chavah,” in R. Laird Harris, Gleason L. Archer, Jr., and Bruce K. Waltke, eds., Theological 
Wordbook of the Old Testament (Chicago: Moody Press, 1980), 1:267-269. 

2 Merrill F. Unger and William White, Nelson’s Expository Dictionary of the Old Testament (Nashville: Thomas 
Nelson, 1980), pp 295-296. 

3 Barclay M. Newman, Jr., A Concise Greek-English Dictionary of the New Testament (Stuttgart: United Bible 
Societies/Deutche Bibelgesellschaft, 1971), 154. 
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“worship,” and not just some sort of “bowing down.”4 This especially concerns Tanach 
intertextuality, where worship of YHWH is ascribed to Yeshua (Hebrews 1:6 and Psalm 97:7). 
If Yeshua is not genuinely God, then to worship Yeshua is to violate the First Commandment 
and commit blatant idolatry. Those who hold to a low Christology of Yeshua of Nazareth being 
some important human lord or master, and perhaps even a supernatural agent but ultimately 
a created being, would not often consider “worship” to be ascribed to Yeshua. Where the verb 
proskuneō appears in the Apostolic Scriptures in association with honor of Yeshua, it is widely 
concluded to only involve people “bowing down” to the Messiah. 

4 H. Greeven, “proskynéō,” in Geoffrey W. Bromiley, ed., Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, abridged 
(Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1985), 949. 
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