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Abbreviations and Special Terms

The following is a list of abbreviations for reference works and special terms which are used in publications by
Outreach Israel Ministries and Messianic Apologetics. Please familiarize yourself with them as the text may
reference a Bible version, i.e., RSV for the Revised Standard Version, or a source such as TWOT for the Theological
Wordbook of the Old Testament, solely by its abbreviation. Detailed listings of these sources are provided in the

Bibliography.

ABD: Anchor Bible Dictionary

AMG: Complete Word Study Dictionary: Old Testament,
New Testament

ANE: Ancient Near East(ern)

Apostolic Scriptures/Writings: the New Testament

Ara: Aramaic

ASV: American Standard Version (1901)

ATS: ArtScroll Tanach (1996)

b. Babylonian Talmud (Talmud Bavli)

B.C.E.: Before Common Era or B.C.

BDAG: A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament
and Other Early Christian Literature (Bauer,
Danker, Arndt, Gingrich)

BDB: Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew and English Lexicon

C.E.: Common Era or A.D.

CGEDNT: Concise Greek-English Dictionary of New
Testament Words (Barclay M. Newman)

CGL: Cambridge Greek Lexicon (2021)

CHALOT: Concise Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the
0ld Testament (Holladay)

CJB: Complete Jewish Bible (1998)

CJSB: Complete Jewish Study Bible (2016)

DRA: Douay-Rheims American Edition

DSS: Dead Sea Scrolls

EDB: Eerdmans Dictionary of the Bible

EJ: Encylopaedia Judaica

ESV: English Standard Version (2001)

Ger: German

GNT: Greek New Testament

Grk: Greek

HALOT: Hebrew & Aramaic Lexicon of the Old
Testament (Koehler and Baumgartner)

HCSB: Holman Christian Standard Bible (2004)

Heb: Hebrew

HNV: Hebrew Names Version of the World English
Bible

IDB: Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible

IDBSup: Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible
Supplement

ISBE: International Standard Bible Encyclopedia

IVPBBC: IVP Bible Background Commentary (Old &
New Testament)

Jastrow: Dictionary of the Targumim, Talmud Bavli,
Talmud Yerushalmi, and Midrashic Literature
(Marcus Jastrow)

JBK: New Jerusalem Bible-Koren (2000)

JETS: Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society

KJV: King James Version

Lattimore: The New Testament by Richmond
Lattimore (1996)

LITV: Literal Translation of the Holy Bible by Jay P.
Green (1986)

LES: Lexham English Septuagint (2019)

LS: An Intermediate Greek-English Lexicon (Liddell-
Scott)

LSJM: Greek-English Lexicon (Liddell-Scott-Jones-
McKenzie)

LXE: Septuagint with Apocrypha by Sir L.C.L. Brenton
(1851)

LXX: Septuagint

m. Mishnah

MT: Masoretic Text

NASB: New American Standard Bible (1977)

NASU: New American Standard Update (1995)

NBCR: New Bible Commentary: Revised

NEB: New English Bible (1970)

Nelson: Nelson’s Expository Dictionary of Old
Testament Words

NETS: New English Translation of the Septuagint
(2007)

NIB: New Interpreter’s Bible

NIDB: New International Dictionary of the Bible

NIV: New International Version (1984)

NJB: New Jerusalem Bible-Catholic (1985)

NJPS: Tanakh, A New Translation of the Holy
Scriptures (1999)

NKJV: New King James Version (1982)

NRSV: New Revised Standard Version (1989)

NLT: New Living Translation (1996)

NT: New Testament



OT: Old Testament

REB: Revised English Bible (1989)

RSV: Revised Standard Version (1952)

t. Tosefta

Tanach (Tanakh): the Old Testament

Thayer: Thayer’s Greek-English Lexicon of the New
Testament

TDNT: Theological Dictionary of the New Testament

TLV: Messianic Jewish Family Bible—Tree of Life
Version (2014)

TNIV: Today’s New International Version (2005)

TWOT: Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament

UBSHNT: United Bible Societies’ 1991 Hebrew New
Testament revised edition

v(s). verse(s)

Vine: Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and
New Testament Words

Vul: Latin Vulgate

YLT: Young's Literal Translation (1862/1898)

WMB: World Messianic Bible (2020)
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Noahide Laws Conspiracy

Blogcast, 07 May, 2019

What are the seven Noahide laws? | recently heard a
teaching that Orthodox Jews are secretly controlling the
New World Order, and that they will impose the Noahide laws
to get people to only worship God proper, and that those
wha waorship Yeshua the Messiah will be put to death.

The following is a brief description of “Noahides” as provided by the Dictionary of
Judaism in the Biblical Period:

“[Noahides] are non-Jews who observe the seven laws that apply to the descendants of
Noah (namely, all peoples). According to rabbinic authorities, these include the following
prohibitions: idolatry, adultery and incest, bloodshed, blasphemy, robbery, social
injustice, and eating the flesh of a limb cut from a living animal (T. Abodah Zarah 8:4-8).”!

Today’s Messianic community has various opinions as they relate to what are often
considered to be the Noahide laws. Some think that the Noahide laws form the basis of the
Apostolic Decree of Acts 15:20, 29, whereas others think that the Noahide laws—while surely
useful principles to be followed by all followers of Israel’s God—were the product of post-
Second Temple Judaism.

In a great deal of historic Jewish thought, while the Torah proper is widely concluded to
only be applicable to ethnic Israelites and proselytes to Judaism, the nations at large are
thought to only have to really follow seven precepts affecting the b’nai Noach or children of
Noah, derived from Genesis 9.> Aside from many finer details, it is safe to say that today’s
broad Messianic community expects non-Jewish Believers in Israel’s Messiah to observe far
more principles from Moses’ Teaching than just the Noahide laws. But what is a little more
important than this, is how academically, it is not agreed among scholars that there were
seven stipulations known as the “Noahide laws” even in place during the Second Temple

! “Noahides,” in Jacob Neusner and William Scott Green, eds., Dictionary of Judaism in the Biblical Period
(Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 2002), 456.

2 Cf. Nahum M. Sarna, JPS Torah Commentary: Genesis (Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society, 1989), pp
376-377.
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period. Many conclude that what has become known as the Noahide laws, were likely not
formulated until after the destruction of the Second Temple. There are two lists of these
different regulations found in Jewish literature:

“And in the twenty-eighth jubilee Noah began to command his grandsons with ordinances
and commandments and all of the judgments which he knew. And he bore witness to his
sons so that they might do justice and cover the shame of their flesh and bless the one who
created them and honor father and mother, and each one love his neighbor and preserve
themselves from fornication and pollution and from all injustice. For on account of these
three the Flood came upon the earth. For (it was) because of fornication which the
Watchers, apart from the mandate of their authority, fornicated with the daughters of men
and took for themselves wives from all whom they chose and made a beginning of
impurity” (Jubilees 7:20-21).2

“Concerning seven religious requirements were the children of Noah admonished: setting
up courts of justice, idolatry, blasphemy [cursing the Name of God], fornication, bloodshed,
and thievery” (t.Avodah Zarah 8:4).*

In his article “Infanticide and the Apostolic Decree of Acts 15,” David Instone-Brewer
points out how “The two versions of the list in Jubilees and in later rabbinic texts have so little
in common that we cannot know what this list contained in the first century or even if such
a list existed.”®

Moving on to more modern times, particularly concerning the positive contribution
which the Jewish community has made to Western society, various governmental authorities
have wanted to recognize the usefulness of what Judaism has deemed to be the Noahide laws.
The United States government has officially considered the seven Noahide laws to be
regulations to be followed by its citizens. Yet it needs to be fairly recognized how the United
States government has also considered other religious codes and philosophies to be beneficial
as well. Endorsing the usefulness of the Noahide laws is quantitatively indifferent than
endorsing the usefulness of the philosophy of Plato or Aristotle, the speeches of Cicero, or the
rights espoused by the Magna Carta.

Unfortunately, for whatever reason or series of reasons, various conspiracy theorists
have concluded that the United States’ historic support of the State of Israel and the Jewish
community has gone too far, and concluded that certain Orthodox Jewish authorities are
preparing the way for the persecution, and even execution, of followers of Yeshua the

30.S. Wintermute, “Jubilees,” in James H. Charlesworth, ed., The Old Testament Pseudepigrapha, Vol 2 (New
York: Doubleday, 1985), pp 69-70.

*Jacob Neusner, trans., The Tosefta: Translated from the Hebrew With a New Introduction, 2 vols. (Peabody,
MA: Hendrickson, 2002), 2:1291-1292.

5 David Instone-Brewer, “Infanticide and the Apostolic Decree of Acts 15” in Journal of the Evangelical
Theological Society Vol. 52 No. 2 (2009):308.
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Messiah. By establishing the Noahide laws as regulations to be followed by American citizens,
which includes prohibitions on idolatry and blasphemy, it is thought that the Jewish
influence on American politics will lead to Believers being persecuted, and even killed, for
having faith in a Messiah which Judaism corporately rejects. This will probably also lead to
the rise of the antimessiah/antichrist, who as the false messiah will use the Noahide laws as
a means to persecute Believers as well.

This conspiracy theory presumes a great deal about the Orthodox Jewish influence on
global politics, and is rooted in a great deal of anti-Semitic and anti-Zionist sentiment
certainly extending back to the late Nineteenth Century. The Orthodox Jewish community does
not have the same kind of influence on the American political scene, as the evangelical Protestant
community. Furthermore, while it is safe to say that the antimessiah will claim to be the true
messiah of Israel, the bulk of the worldwide Jewish community is secular, and agnostic at
best—meaning that principles such as the Noahide laws do not bear any significance to them.

More than anything else, though, the New World Order and government of the
antimessiah, will not need the Noahide laws in order to persecute Believers. Revelation 13:3-
4 makes it clear enough that the population of this planet will willingly worship the beast,
and concede to his reign—meaning that he can do whatever he wants: “And the whole earth
was amazed and followed after the beast; they worshiped the dragon because he gave his
authority to the beast; and they worshiped the beast, saying, ‘Who is like the beast, and who
is able to wage war with him?”” (NASU).
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