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Abbreviations and Special Terms 
The following is a list of abbreviations for reference works and special terms which are used in publications by 
Outreach Israel Ministries and Messianic Apologetics. Please familiarize yourself with them as the text may 
reference a Bible version, i.e., RSV for the Revised Standard Version, or a source such as TWOT for the Theological 
Wordbook of the Old Testament, solely by its abbreviation. Detailed listings of these sources are provided in the 
Bibliography. 

ABD: Anchor Bible Dictionary 
AMG: Complete Word Study Dictionary: Old Testament, 

New Testament 
ANE: Ancient Near East(ern) 
Apostolic Scriptures/Writings: the New Testament 
Ara: Aramaic 
ASV: American Standard Version (1901) 
ATS: ArtScroll Tanach (1996) 
b. Babylonian Talmud (Talmud Bavli)
B.C.E.: Before Common Era or B.C. 
BDAG: A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament 

and Other Early Christian Literature (Bauer, 
Danker, Arndt, Gingrich) 

BDB: Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew and English Lexicon 
C.E.: Common Era or A.D. 
CGEDNT: Concise Greek-English Dictionary of New 

Testament Words (Barclay M. Newman) 
CGL: Cambridge Greek Lexicon (2021) 
CHALOT: Concise Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the 

Old Testament (Holladay) 
CJB: Complete Jewish Bible (1998) 
CJSB: Complete Jewish Study Bible (2016) 
DRA: Douay-Rheims American Edition 
DSS: Dead Sea Scrolls 
EDB: Eerdmans Dictionary of the Bible 
EJ: Encylopaedia Judaica 
ESV: English Standard Version (2001) 
Ger: German 
GNT: Greek New Testament 
Grk: Greek 
HALOT: Hebrew & Aramaic Lexicon of the Old 

Testament (Koehler and Baumgartner) 
HCSB: Holman Christian Standard Bible (2004) 
Heb: Hebrew 
HNV: Hebrew Names Version of the World English 

Bible 
IDB: Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible 
IDBSup: Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible 

Supplement 
ISBE: International Standard Bible Encyclopedia 

IVPBBC: IVP Bible Background Commentary (Old & 
New Testament) 

Jastrow: Dictionary of the Targumim, Talmud Bavli, 
Talmud Yerushalmi, and Midrashic Literature 
(Marcus Jastrow) 

JBK: New Jerusalem Bible-Koren (2000) 
JETS: Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society 
KJV: King James Version 
Lattimore: The New Testament by Richmond 

Lattimore (1996) 
LITV: Literal Translation of the Holy Bible by Jay P. 

Green (1986) 
LES: Lexham English Septuagint (2019) 
LS: An Intermediate Greek-English Lexicon (Liddell-

Scott) 
LSJM: Greek-English Lexicon (Liddell-Scott-Jones-

McKenzie) 
LXE: Septuagint with Apocrypha by Sir L.C.L. Brenton 

(1851) 
LXX: Septuagint 
m. Mishnah 
MT: Masoretic Text 
NASB: New American Standard Bible (1977) 
NASU: New American Standard Update (1995) 
NBCR: New Bible Commentary: Revised 
NEB: New English Bible (1970) 
Nelson: Nelson’s Expository Dictionary of Old 

Testament Words 
NETS: New English Translation of the Septuagint 

(2007) 
NIB: New Interpreter’s Bible 
NIDB: New International Dictionary of the Bible 
NIV: New International Version (1984) 
NJB: New Jerusalem Bible-Catholic (1985) 
NJPS: Tanakh, A New Translation of the Holy 

Scriptures (1999) 
NKJV: New King James Version (1982) 
NRSV: New Revised Standard Version (1989) 
NLT: New Living Translation (1996) 
NT: New Testament 



OT: Old Testament 
REB: Revised English Bible (1989) 
RSV: Revised Standard Version (1952) 
t. Tosefta 
Tanach (Tanakh): the Old Testament
Thayer: Thayer’s Greek-English Lexicon of the New 

Testament 
TDNT: Theological Dictionary of the New Testament 
TLV: Messianic Jewish Family Bible—Tree of Life 

Version (2014) 
TNIV: Today’s New International Version (2005) 

TWOT: Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament 
UBSHNT: United Bible Societies’ 1991 Hebrew New 

Testament revised edition 
v(s). verse(s) 
Vine: Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and 

New Testament Words 
Vul: Latin Vulgate 
YLT: Young’s Literal Translation (1862/1898) 
WMB: World Messianic Bible (2020) 



John 14:1-6 

- 120 -

John 14:1-6 
Is it indeed true that Yeshua (Jesus) of Nazareth, says that 
He alone is the only means to the Father? What about all of 
the people on Earth, especially Jewish people, who died and 
never acknowledged Him? 

Readers of the Gospels should be astute enough to know how that there will be those, 
who never specifically recognized Yeshua of Nazareth as the Redeemer, who will be present 
in the future Kingdom of God. Yeshua Himself made it clear that righteous figures like 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (Matthew 8:11; Luke 13:28), will all be in the Kingdom (cf. Hebrews 
11). It is often concluded that having lived in the time prior to the First Coming of the Messiah, 
that their trust in the One God and faith in His future promise of a Deliverer (i.e., Genesis 
3:16), has been applied to their being reckoned as eternally His own. 

The major question, to be sure, more involves those who have lived on the opposite site 
of the First Coming of the Messiah. If people fail to specifically recognize Yeshua of Nazareth 
as Lord, Savior, and Messiah—are they eternally condemned? Many well-meaning and 
sincere Bible readers, over the centuries, have actually had a problem with this conclusion. 
Yeshua the Messiah specifically declared in John 14:1-6, 

“‘Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. In My Father’s house 
are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place 
for you. If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that 
where I am, there you may be also. And you know the way where I am going.’ Thomas said 
to Him, ‘Lord, we do not know where You are going, how do we know the way?’ Yeshua 
said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but 
through Me’” (John 14:1-6, NASU). 

The main statement, often spoken at funerals today, involves Yeshua’s assertion of how 
“I go to prepare a place for you” (John 14:2), with the topos in view likely a position or station 
of authority in the future Kingdom. More weighty is Yeshua’s imperative word, “I am the 
way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me” (John 
14:6, NRSV). This is most often read as a statement that no human being can come to the 
Father, except by a person consciously acknowledging Yeshua as his or her personal Savior. 
Alternatively, though, some have approached John 14:6 from the perspective that no human 
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being is able to come to the Father except through the saving work of Yeshua, and/or the 
effects of the saving work of Yeshua. 

In a great deal of contemporary theological evaluation, three vantage points of having to 
weigh the statement of John 14:6 (among others) are usually found. Universalism argues for 
the eventual salvation and redemption of all persons (and entities?) in Creation, regardless of 
any active or passive participation in the good news or gospel. Exclusivism argues that direct 
acknowledgement of the good news or gospel, and the work of Yeshua, is required to receive 
forgiveness of sins and salvation. Inclusivism is an approach which often sees direct 
participation in the good news or gospel, and work of Yeshua, as being required for 
salvation—but also often concludes that God is merciful toward His human creations, 
particularly those of other religions, who are sincere, who may never have heard the good 
news, and/or may have misunderstood the good news or were presented with the message 
poorly. 

Reflective of an inclusivist view of salvation is Adam Hamilton, as noted in his 2014 book 
Making Sense of the Bible: 

“It is possible…for God to give the gift of salvation to those who have sought to love and 
serve God even if they had never heard the gospel or had not fully understood or accepted 
it. He can give it to people who had heard the gospel but for whom it did not make sense, 
or who heard it presented poorly, or who were raised in another faith and simply could not 
imagine that the faith their parents had taught them was not true. This view is clear that 
Christ is the Savior of the world. But his salvation is given by God as God chooses.”1 

Concurrent with this, there are some in today’s Messianic Judaism who adhere to a 
concept known as Unrecognized Mediation. Essentially, the Jewish people throughout 
history have rejected a false, Christian version of the Messiah, which would require them to 
give up their Jewish heritage and being Israel. By Jewish people rejecting a Gentile Christian 
version of “Jesus,” and by affirming their Jewish heritage and HaShem’s promises with Israel, 
Torah faithful Jews have, perhaps, unknowingly benefitted from the mediation of the Jewish 
Messiah Yeshua in Heaven. Hence, many Jewish people throughout history will indeed find 
themselves eternally redeemed by the salvation activity of the Messiah. It cannot go without 
saying that Unrecognized Mediation is a problematic theological idea in many parts of today’s 
Messianic Judaism as well—particularly among those who have been strongly involved with 
Jewish outreach and evangelism—and has been condemned by a number of prominent 
Messianic Jewish leaders.2 

We should affirm that Yeshua’s statement, “I am the way, the truth, and the life! No one 
comes to the Father except through Me” (John 14:6, TLV), is one of exclusivism, and that 

1 Adam Hamilton, Making Sense of the Bible (New York: HarperOne, 2014), 251. 
2 Consult Michael Wolf and Larry Feldman. (2009). Unrecognized Mediation: A False Hope. International 

Alliance of Messianic Congregations and Synagogues. Available online via <http://iamcs.org>. 
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eternal salvation only comes through a conscious recognition of Him as Lord and Messiah. 
This should stir us to not only constantly pray for the salvation of the lost, but for our being 
active participants in evangelism and discipleship. 

It is fair, however, that we also conclude how ultimately only God knows who enters 
into God’s Kingdom. There are many people, who have seemingly made some sort of 
confession of faith in Yeshua (Jesus), yet who are not spiritually regenerated and will be 
excluded from the Kingdom. There are likewise many people who make peace with their 
Creator in the final moments of their lives, and whose true heart condition can only be known 
by Him who knows all things. Such persons could, surprisingly, be actually welcomed into His 
Kingdom. And to be sure, there are people who curse God and His Messiah in the final 
moments of their lives, who we can safely assume will be excluded from His presence.3 

03 September, 2023 

3 For a further discussion, consult the excursus, “Is Salvation Only Available for those who Profess Faith in 
Yeshua?”, appearing in the commentary Romans for the Practical Messianic by J.K. McKee. 
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