Messianic Spring Holiday Helper

The Last Supper, Crucifixion, and Resurrection
Is it true that there are some substantial objections to the
Last Supper being a Passover meal? If there are any, how do
you respond to these arguments?
There are some objections which are commonly made to the Last
Supper being a Passover meal, but very few of them are made in light
of Yeshua’s words to His Disciples: “I have earnestly desired to eat this
Passover with you before I suffer” (Luke 22:15, NASU). According to
the Messiah, the meal which He ate with His Disciples was the
Passover, and what may appear to be divergent accounts among the
Gospels need to be theologically reconciled. The text does not say that
He just celebrated the Passover, but specifically that He ate (Grk. verb
esthiō) a seder meal. And while we commonly consider “Passover” to
just be a holiday, in Scripture the pesach can be the “sacrifice.” 25
Some objections to the Last Supper being a Passover seder include
the references to it occurring on the Day of Preparation (John 19:14),
Passover eaten with solely a group of men as opposed to a family, the
fact that there is no distinguishing between “bread” or “unleavened
bread” in the accounts, and wine being consumed from a common cup.
In contrast to this, the meal was eaten at night as the Passover should
be, the obligatory drinking of wine was remembered, Yeshua and the
Disciples customarily reclined for the meal, and a hymn was sung as
was observed for Passover (Matthew 26:30). They do appear to have
followed the prescribed protocol for a First Century Judean Jewish
Pesach.
In total, it does seem that some modifications were made between
Yeshua’s seder meal and the main seder which would have been
observed during His time. There have been various proposals made for
this, including the thought that Yeshua’s Last Seder was a “teaching
seder” held between a Rabbi and students. Perhaps most importantly
to be considered, is how the Lord deliberately held His Last Supper as a

25 William L. Holladay, ed., A Concise Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the Old
Testament (Leiden, the Netherlands: E.J. Brill, 1988), 294.
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Passover seder a day early, before the rest of the Jewish community,
as He knew the next day He would be put to death.26

I have heard some Messianic teachers say that Yeshua was
not crucified on a cross. Can you clarify this for me?
Many Messianic people have been hesitant to use terms like
“cross” or “crucifixion” for any number of reasons. The Complete
Jewish Bible, for example, widely uses the term “execution-stake”
instead of cross, and it is not uncommon to also hear the term “tree”
being used. Another alternative witnessed may be “wooden scaffold”
(PME). While these are perfectly acceptable alternatives to the more
common terms “cross” or “crucify,” it by no means negates them.
Much of the Messianic Jewish movement uses these alternatives
because of historical Christian abuses and acts of anti-Semitism,
committed in history, in the “sign of the cross.” 27 And so, to be
sensitive to Jewish concerns, alternatives which are less offensive, are
employed to describe the death of the Messiah, such as saying “Yeshua
was sacrificed on the tree.”
History fully attests that criminals in the Roman Empire were
crucified upon some kind of a cross. It was an extremely brutal,
humiliating, and painful way to suffer and die. It was intended to serve
as a public warning to others not to infuriate the Roman state. 28
It is also important to note that if Yeshua had been executed as
solely a Jewish criminal, then He would have been stoned. But Yeshua
was not stoned; He was executed by the Romans. This is because the
sin of the entire world—and not just the Jewish people—was
responsible for His death (1 Corinthians 2:8). We are the ones
responsible for Yeshua’s crucifixion, and we should not try to
trivialize His death. Crucifixion is one of the most painful and
For a brief examination of this issue, consult the article “The Last Supper and
the Passover,” in Duane A. Garrett, ed. et. al., NIV Archaeological Study Bible (Grand
Rapids: Zondervan, 2005), 1611.
27 Paul Liberman, The Fig Tree Blossoms: The Emerging of Messianic Judaism
(Kudu Publishing, 2012), 15.
28 Gerald G. O’Collins, “Crucifixion,” in David Noel Freedman, ed., Anchor Bible
Dictionary, 6 vols. (New York: Doubleday, 1992), 1:1208-1209.
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