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THE GOSPEL  
OF THE KINGDOM 

One of the most critical prophecies in the Bible as it relates to 
the Great Commission, which is to spread the good news of 
Messiah Yeshua to the world and instruct others as disciples 
(Matthew 28:19-20), is stated by the Lord Himself in Matthew 
24:14: “This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the 
whole world as a testimony to all the nations, and then the end 
will come.” It is only after this prophecy is fulfilled that Yeshua 
speaks of “the ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION which was spoken of 
through Daniel the prophet” (Matthew 24:15; cf. Daniel 9:27), 
where the antimessiah/antichrist reveals himself. 

As can be expected, there are a wide variety of 
interpretations in evangelical Christianity and in much of 
Messianic Judaism, concerning what “this good news of the 
kingdom” (NRSV) or to euangelion tēs basileias actually is, and how 
it is to be spread throughout the entire world. The overarching 
belief espoused by many, both pre- and post-tribulationists 
alike, is that the Messiah cannot return until this message has 
been proclaimed to all nations. With this, we should all 
wholeheartedly agree. But what is the message which is to be 
preached? Are there various elements of it which we need to be a 
bit more conscious of, which we might not be at present? 

The issue of the salvation message or gospel being preached 
to the far reaches of Planet Earth is one which has intrigued 
many evangelists, especially those who place a high emphasis on 
Bible prophecy. Many noted evangelistic ministries have 
purchased vast amounts of television airtime, have built massive 
transmitters, and others have even launched their own satellites. 
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Some claim these satellites will be responsible for reaching the 
last groups of people who have never heard the gospel before 
the Second Coming. Others believe that this passage speaks of a 
coming great revival that is to take place before the Messiah’s 
return. 

First and foremost, all that Matthew 24:14 says is that the 
gospel will be preached or proclaimed to all nations. There are 
multiple definitions as to what the term “nations” could mean in 
this passage. Some feel it means literal countries, while others 
feel it means ethnicities. In this case, the nations are best viewed 
as the latter. Secondly, some take Matthew 24:14 and believe that 
not only will the gospel be preached, but that millions upon 
millions—or even billions—of people will be saved. 

Countering the idea that millions upon millions or billions 
will be saved, 2 Thessalonians 2:3 issues the sobering word that 
the end “will not come unless the apostasy comes first, and the 
man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction.” The 
apostasy will be a massive departure from or rejection of the 
faith, not a massive embracement of it, so the idea that untold 
numbers will come to faith in Yeshua is overstated. Of course, as 
the apostasy takes place, the gospel message could likewise be 
preached—and as a result of people given the choice between 
receiving Yeshua or rejecting Him, many could choose 
damnation over redemption. 

But are there elements of the gospel of the Kingdom being 
declared that we often overlook? To properly understand this 
prophecy of Yeshua’s, might we need to more specifically 
determine what message will be disseminated? Is it solely the 
message of personal salvation? I believe it brings us to the heart 
of the Seventieth Week of Israel—and what it really is all about. 

The focus of the Tribulation period is to see the Kingdom 
restored to Israel and the return of the Messiah at the Second 
Coming. This is something that not only involves the Jewish 
people, but also the redeemed of the nations (Isaiah 49:6). When 
the Lord comes back, we get to see that “He establishes and 
makes Jerusalem a praise in the earth” (Isaiah 62:7), as it will be 
the capital of the world, from where the Messiah will reign. We 
will get to see the complete fulfillment of the Disciples’ question, 
“Lord, is it at this time You are restoring the kingdom to Israel?” 
(Acts 1:6). We will get to enter into a world where redeemed 
humanity gets to rule with no one but God Himself over it 
(Hebrews 2:5-8). 
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Before that period comes about, Yeshua the Messiah has 
commanded all His disciples to fulfill the Great Commission, by 
proclaiming the message of His death, burial, and resurrection—
so that others might repent and come to eternal salvation in 
Him. New Believers are to be trained and discipled in the truths 
of the Scriptures, so that they in turn can go out and fulfill this 
call. However, another critical admonition is that we are to pray 
and see that His Kingdom comes, as Yeshua admonishes us from 
His Lord’s Prayer. Every day we should be considering the 
prayer, “Your kingdom come. Your will be done, on earth as it is 
in heaven” (Matthew 6:10). We are not just to pray that the 
Kingdom’s power is manifest in our lives, but that He comes to 
Earth one day to establish His Kingdom. 

We need to understand that the Kingdom of God is not just 
some “generic kingdom,” but it is, in fact, the Kingdom of Israel. 
The Lord’s promise to restore Israel is nothing less than His 
promise to restore the Earth to the way that He originally 
intended, or, at least near to the way things were at the 
beginning. 

When God restores His people in the end-times, it will 
undoubtedly be coupled with His goal of seeing the gospel 
proclaimed to the whole world. By this time when the major 
fulfillment of prophecies will be occurring, the preaching of the 
good news will not just be tied to one’s personal redemption—
but also the message of the King who is coming to restore the 
Kingdom to Israel. Many of the prophecies, known and perhaps 
not so well known, will be in motion by this time. Things 
happening in association with the Land of Israel will be serious 
enough to merit the attention of the entire world. The Messiah of 
Israel will be in the process of finally returning... All of the redeemed 
in Yeshua, both Jewish and non-Jewish, will be participants—and 
hopefully many of the unredeemed will turn from their sins to 
salvation in Him. 

 

KINGDOM NOW OR KINGDOM LATER? 
If each of us is diligently and properly fulfilling the Great 

Commission, when the gospel is preached it certainly needs to 
be preached in the context of one being personally 
redeemed—so that he or she can be a part of God’s corporate 
redemption of the world. Those, who are a part of “the Israel of 
God” (Galatians 6:16), compose the vehicle by which this 
redemption is to definitively come about. Redemption will be 
consummated at the return of the Messiah, when the 
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resurrection of the righteous dead, the transformation of the 
living righteous, and when He takes His rightful place as king of 
Planet Earth from Jerusalem.1 Yeshua’s prophecy in Matthew 
24:14 will not be completed until the message of both personal 
salvation and a much fuller message of the Kingdom being 
restored is proclaimed to the entire world. 

A very serious issue can ensue when one talks about “the 
Kingdom of God.” Among some Christians is the false idea that 
they are not to seek the restoration of any Kingdom on Earth, as 
it is believed to only be “for Israel,” meaning the ethnic Jewish 
people, and not for some separate Church entity. Likewise, there 
is the inherent idea among many others that the Kingdom is 
“here,” now, in its complete fullness, and it is not something to 
be consummated in the future. This too is in error because even 
when the Messiah returns, the Kingdom of God will not be fully 
manifest. That will only occur when the Millennium is 
completed, the unrighteous are judged, and we enter into the 
Eternal State. John Wesley rightly extended the New Creation to 
not only affect humankind, but also to the animal and plant 
worlds: 

“The whole brute creation will then, undoubtedly, be 
restored, not only to the vigour, strength, and swiftness which 
they had at their creation, but to a far higher degree of each than 
they ever enjoyed. They will be restored, not only to that 
measure of understanding which they had in paradise, but a 
degree of it as much higher than that, as the understanding of an 
elephant is beyond that of a worm. And whatever affections they 
had in the garden of God, will be restored with vast increase; 
being exalted and refined in a manner which we ourselves are 
not able to comprehend.”2 

We see hints of all these things in Isaiah 11:6-7: 
“And the wolf will dwell with the lamb, and the leopard will 

lie down with the young goat, and the calf and the young lion 
and the fatling together; and a little boy will lead them. Also the 
cow and the bear will graze, their young will lie down together, 
and the lion will eat straw like the ox.” 

 
1 Much of this is planned to be discussed in the author’s forthcoming 

publication, The Resurrection and the Age to Come, the third volume in the 
Confronting Issues Heaven & Hell series. 

2 “John Wesley on Universal Restoration,” in Alister E. McGrath, ed., The 
Christian Theology Reader, second edition (Malden, MA: Blackwell Publishing, 
2001), 630. 
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In a way that our human minds are presently unable to fully 
comprehend, God’s Creation will be returned in eternity to the 
way that He originally intended it. Not only will humanity be 
restored to a position second only to God, but plants and 
animals will exist in perfect harmony. We will learn many of the 
secrets of existence from the Creator Himself at this time. We are 
certainly not living in this condition today—and it will not even 
be fully present in the Millennium. The state of a restored 
Creation will not be present until we as individuals are first 
restored unto our Heavenly Father—and that begins by one 
receiving Yeshua the Messiah (Jesus Christ) as Savior. 

John the Immerser/Baptist rightly preached a message of 
repentance, declaring “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand” (Matthew 3:2). Likewise, the Messiah Himself instructed 
His Disciples, “As you go, proclaim the good news, ‘The 
kingdom of heaven has come near’” (Matthew 10:7, NRSV). After 
being immersed by John, Yeshua said that “The time is fulfilled, 
and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the 
gospel” (Mark 1:15). Certainly, there is a definite inference that 
the Kingdom of God is here, today, represented in the many 
saints all over the world who have put their trust in the Messiah 
of Israel. We can all partake of elements of the Kingdom of God 
in our individual lives by seeing the Holy Spirit move and work 
in power, and experience the essential reality of forgiveness and 
final atonement for our sins promised in New Covenant 
passages like Jeremiah 31:31-34 and Ezekiel 36:25-27 (what 
theologians often call “realized eschatology”).3 But obviously, the 
Kingdom of God has not come in its total fullness—because if it 
had the Lord would be physically present with us right now, and 
the many ills which plague human civilization would have been 
cured. 

The Greek verb engizō, often translated “at hand” or “come 
near,” can mean “to draw near in a temporal sense, draw near, 
come near, approach” (BDAG).4 We know that the Kingdom of 
God is here and now. The Gospels record that during Yeshua’s 
ministry He taught repentance, performed many miracles, and 
delivered people from demons. Many of these same things are 
happening today. Hopefully, when the good news is truly 
proclaimed, we see people repenting of their sins, turning to 
God, being delivered of demons, and being spiritually healed 

 
3 Consult the author’s article “What is the New Covenant?” 
4 BDAG, 270. 
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and restored. We should see people enabled to become true 
disciples of the Holy One of Israel. 

At the same time, however, the Messiah commanded His 
followers to pray “May your Kingdom come soon. May your will 
be done here on earth, just as it is in heaven” (Matthew 6:10, 
NLT). We know that one day Yeshua will physically descend 
toward the Earth, defeat His enemies, and establish His Kingdom 
from Jerusalem. Only at that time will God’s Kingdom be among 
us in the fullness that the Disciples expected. The Kingdom of 
God is here and now among the saints, but it has not been fully 
manifested in all of its glory. Israel itself, with a regathered 
twelve tribes and its realm extending to the nations (cf. Amos 
9:11-12; Acts 15:16-18), has not been restored. 

 

PERSONAL AND NATIONAL SALVATION 
The most critical element of Biblical faith is obviously our 

common fallen, mortal necessity for personal salvation. If a 
person does not repent of sin and receive Yeshua as his or her 
personal Savior, then there is no quantitative hope of ever being 
in the Kingdom. On the contrary, eternal punishment awaits. 
Such a message of personal salvation can never be overstated. 
If all one focuses on in Biblical instruction is salvation, 
sanctification, and ultimate perfection—you certainly cannot go 
wrong. 

Throughout the centuries, many of the Christian Believers 
who have preceded us have rightfully expounded upon these 
important truths. In time periods such as the First and Second 
Great Awakenings, Christians saw the wickedness of society and 
revivals occurred with an emphasis on God’s judgment of sin 
and the salvation available through Jesus. When dealing with the 
individual, there is nothing more important than personal 
salvation. 

But our faith is about more than such essentials (Hebrews 
6:1-2). For much of the past two millennia, Christianity has 
helped to spread the good news of Jesus to the far reaches of 
Planet Earth and bring many to saving faith—including in the 
past century or so, many Jewish people, with various levels of 
success. But is that all that comes of preaching the gospel? Once 
we have a contingent of Believers who have accepted Yeshua 
and have received the Holy Spirit, what are we to do? Is the 
purpose of spreading the gospel just to “gain recruits”? Or, is it 
all leading to something bigger? 
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Will God not do something with all of His “recruits” in His 
final battle with Satan? One term that some German Reformers 
of the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries used to describe 
God’s plan for the ages was Heilsgeschichte, meaning “salvation 
history.” “It is used by theologians who view the Bible as 
essentially such a history. It makes God’s redemptive purpose 
the controlling factor in all theological investigation.”5 Many 
Christians today do not consciously consider this fact, even 
though the history of salvation will be surely consummated with 
God’s Kingdom being restored on Earth. 

Perhaps as we consider the message of Israel being restored 
to be witnessed in the Last Days—and most especially what we 
might consider the role of the still emerging Messianic 
movement to possibly be—we can gain some valuable insights 
concerning the Jewish view of salvation, which is distinctly 
connected to the restoration of Israel’s Kingdom, fully consistent 
with the Disciples’ question of Acts 1:6. The Jewish view of 
salvation is always connected to the restoration of Israel’s 
Kingdom, and of the problems caused by the various exiles to be 
finally resolved. Every day in the Shacharit or the weekday 
morning service, Orthodox Jews pray that the Lord will come to 
Jerusalem and establish His Kingdom once again: 

“And to Jerusalem, Your city, may You return in compassion, 
and may You rest within it, as You have spoken. May You 
rebuild it soon in our days as an eternal structure, and may You 
speedily establish the throne of David within it. Blessed are You 
HASHEM, the Builder of Jerusalem….The offspring of your 
servant David may You speedily cause to flourish, and enhance 
his pride for Your salvation all day long. Blessed are You, 
HASHEM, Who causes the pride of salvation to flourish.”6 

When you read liturgical prayers like these, you do wonder 
why so many Jews cannot see the truth of Yeshua—and likewise 
why so many Christians cannot understand how important it is 
to know that the Messiah is coming back to Planet Earth! 
Christianity often emphasizes personal salvation at the expense 
of the restoration of the world. And Judaism, in contrast, 
emphasizes the restoration of Israel’s Kingdom to the extent that 
a personal relationship with God can be overlooked. 

 
5 Alan Cairns, Dictionary of Theological Terms (Greenville, SC: Ambassador 

Emerald International, 2002), 206. 
6 Scherman and Zlotowitz, Complete ArtScroll Siddur, 109. 
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There are some problems which tend to arise concerning 
these two distinct views of “salvation.” Christianity has in some 
ways placed such an over-emphasis on personal salvation and 
one’s relationship with God, that many Believers have forgotten 
that they are part of a larger, collective group of righteous 
people with a trail extending to First Century Israel and to 
Mount Sinai. They have forgotten the truth of national salvation 
for God’s Kingdom realm of Israel. Judaism, at the same time, 
has placed an over-emphasis on national salvation and one being 
a part of Israel. This can be so bad that many Jews simply believe 
that because they were born Jewish they are “redeemed” 
(m.Sanhedrin 10:1). In so doing, Judaism has failed to recognize 
Yeshua as the Messiah and the personal, eternal redemption 
which is available only in Him. They can lack the understanding 
that God does care about us personally. 

As today’s broad Messianic community continues to develop 
and mature theologically—with many Jewish people coming to 
salvation in Messiah Yeshua, and many non-Jewish Believers 
embracing their Hebraic Roots—we should now begin to see 
how important it is to see salvation in both “personal” and 
“national” terms. The redemption of Israel, of which all of us are 
involved, begins with the redemption of the individual, but does 
not end with the redemption of the individual. 

Many Pre-tribulationists, somewhat contradicting themselves 
because according to them the Messiah can return at any 
moment, readily tell us that He will return as soon as the gospel 
is preached to the entire world. This is a valid claim, because 
Yeshua says, “The gospel must first be preached to all the 
nations7” (Mark 13:10). Without any doubt, the first priority that 
must be achieved concerning the fulfillment of this prophecy is 
the declaration John the Baptist made: “Repent, for the kingdom 
of heaven is at hand” (Matthew 3:2). 

The gospel of the kingdom, or “this good news of the reign” 
(YLT), must be proclaimed to the whole world before Yeshua 
can return. But it is much more than just a message of personal 
salvation. It is the message of Israel’s Kingdom redemption, 
culminating at the point where the Apostle Paul can say “all 
Israel will be saved” (Romans 11:25-27; cf. Isaiah 59:20-21; 27:9; 
Jeremiah 31:33-34). When this process begins in full gear, the 
clarion call will go out to the entire world, warning people to 
repent of their sin and to recognize that the restoration of the 

 
7 Grk. eis panta ta ethnē. 
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Kingdom is at hand. People will have the choice to partake of the 
personal salvation available in Yeshua, and as a result be there to 
rule and reign with Him when He returns—or reject it and face 
eternal punishment. This will be a message that all born again 
Believers, who are mature and who understand Holy Scripture 
and its trajectory, will have a responsibility to declare. 

Consequently, given the current, still-developing season for 
today’s Messianic movement—Yeshua’s prophecy of the gospel 
of the Kingdom being proclaimed is nowhere near being 
fulfilled, at the present time. Alas, the message of personal 
salvation coupled with the prophecies of a greater restoration of 
Israel, involving the salvation of the Jewish people and the 
incorporation of the righteous from the nations into the 
Kingdom, has not been disseminated to the entire world. Yet as 
we look to the future, exciting times no doubt await us! 

 

SALVATION AND THE TRIBULATION PERIOD 
As is human nature, many of us become serious about “our 

religion” during intense times of crisis or trial in our personal 
lives. This was most evident as a result of the events of 
September 11, 2001 when the World Trade Center in New York 
City was destroyed with two 767 planes, and the Pentagon in 
Washington, D.C. was attacked with a 757. Many people on the 
hijacked aircraft which were used as weapons no doubt called 
out to God for salvation—and were heard by Him—as they knew 
their deaths were inevitable. This notably includes the United 
Airlines 757 that was taken down by passengers outside of 
Pittsburgh after they had defeated the terrorists; all of them had 
recited the Lord’s Prayer before retaking the plane. Many in the 
buildings who were unable to escape with their lives also called 
upon God. As a greater result, many others, both in the United 
States and worldwide, began to turn to the Lord as a 
consequence of this tragedy. But sadly, this was only temporary 
as in the years following people have not been crying out to the 
Lord to protect them from terrorist threats. 

The same I believe will be the case regarding the Seventieth 
Week of Israel or Tribulation period, a time of intense judgment 
and global peril where people will either turn to the Lord, or 
reject Him. Concerning this period, Yeshua said that there “shall 
be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the 
world to this time, no, nor ever shall be” (Matthew 24:21, KJV). 
During this unprecedented era of war, plague, and calamity, 
many will repent of their sins before God Almighty and be 
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reconciled to Him—entering into His Kingdom as redeemed 
sons and daughters. 

But we also know that many will turn away from God and 
will not want a thing to do with Him. The Apostle Paul writes 
that many will reject the Lord because of the simple reason, 
“They perish because they did not accept the love of the truth in 
order to be saved” (2 Thessalonians 2:10, HCSB). He further 
writes, “For this reason God will send upon them a deluding 
influence so that they will believe what is false, in order that they 
all may be judged who did not believe the truth, but took 
pleasure in wickedness” (2 Thessalonians 2:11-12). Because these 
people did not want to turn from their sins in repentance toward 
God, He will turn them over via a “strong delusion” (KJV). 

It is a sobering reality that it is God Himself who sends the 
strong delusion or deluding energy so that people would be 
turned over to their own wicked desires. The term energeia is 
used “mostly in the OT [Septuagint] and NT for the work of 
divine or demonic powers” (TDNT).8 Thayer explains that it is 
“used only of superhuman power, whether of God or of the 
Devil.”9 

It must be our prayer that when many people see the intense 
horrors of the Tribulation period, they will turn in repentance 
toward their Creator, confessing their sins and faults, and 
turning toward immediate obedience. But at the same time, the 
Scriptures also plainly inform us that many will reject God. Paul 
observed in the First Century, that many have “exchanged the 
truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature 
rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever” (Romans 1:25). 

 

WHO ARE THE 144,000? 
Some very important players in the Seventieth Week of 

Israel are going to be the 144,000. There are many 
interpretations as to who these 144,000 will be. Revelation 7:4 
says that these “144,000 [will come] from every tribe of the 
people of Isra'el” (CJB). These figures will be rather specific, 
designated servants, sealed for some important work which only 
they can achieve: 

“[F]rom the tribe of Judah, twelve thousand were sealed, from 
the tribe of Reuben twelve thousand, from the tribe of Gad 
twelve thousand, from the tribe of Asher twelve thousand, from 

 
8 G. Bertram, “energéō, enérgeia, enérgēma, energēs,” in TDNT, 254. 
9 Thayer, 215. 
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the tribe of Naphtali twelve thousand, from the tribe of 
Manasseh twelve thousand, from the tribe of Simeon twelve 
thousand, from the tribe of Levi twelve thousand, from the tribe 
of Issachar twelve thousand, from the tribe of Zebulun twelve 
thousand, from the tribe of Joseph twelve thousand, from the 
tribe of Benjamin, twelve thousand were sealed” (Revelation 7:5-
8). 

These individuals are going to be physical descendants of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. While tribal delineation has widely 
been lost due to the Assyrian and Babylonian exiles, those who 
are sealed know what tribe of Israel they are from, because God 
Himself is the One who performs the sealing—and it is likely 
that many of them are not all from the Holy Land, with many in 
the Diaspora. John records that 12,000 from every tribe are 
sealed. Notably missing is the Tribe of Dan, because for 
whatever reason, Dan is incapable of performing the functions 
that God would assign to it. Instead, it is replaced with “Joseph,” 
and Levi or the priestly tribe is also included on the list. 
Undoubtedly included among these people will be various 
descendants of the exiled Northern Kingdom of Israel, which 
was corporately taken captive by Assyria in a series of 
dispersions in the Eighth Century B.C.E., and whose return to 
the Holy Land will be a sign of the end-times.10 

While there are many theories, and some outright myths, 
about the “ten lost tribes” which abound, there are Messianic 
Jews today who will acknowledge pockets of people in remote 
corners of places like Southeast Asia, Southern Asia, the Middle 
East, the Eastern Mediterranean basin, and the environs of 
Central Africa, who claim to be descendants of the exiled 
Northern Kingdom via some kind of oral tradition, and/or what 
can appear to be Jewish-style customs—and most probably are. 
(Sometimes this has been enjoined with some credible DNA 
analysis, confirming distant Semitic descent.) These are the areas 
which generally fall within the sphere of influence of the old 
Assyrian, Babylonian, and Persian Empires, and where the exiles 
of the Northern Kingdom could have been legitimately 
deported, scattered, and/or assimilated (cf. Jeremiah 31:10; Hosea 
8:8-9; Amos 9:8-9).11 These also include groups which have 

 
10 Cf. Walter C. Kaiser, Preaching and Teaching the Last Things: Old Testament 

Eschatology for the Life of the Church (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2011), pp 37-
38, 47-49. 

11 I.e., as would be particularly seen in a work like Quest for the Lost Tribes 
A&E, 1998, DVD 2006, hosted by Simcha Jacobovici, and the concurrent 
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already started to migrate back to the Holy Land, and take up a 
place in modern Israeli society.12 

Much has already started through the advent of the modern-
day Messianic movement. With many Jewish Believers vibrantly 
expressing a relationship with the Jewish Messiah, Yeshua, there 
is no doubt in my mind that some of the parents or 
grandparents of those who will compose the 144,000 are already 
in our midst. Jewish people are coming to faith in Messiah 
Yeshua in significant numbers. Yet in order to get to this point in 
the Last Days, there is likely still a great deal of Messianic 
maturation which needs to occur, and with it better 
understanding regarding the mission of God and 
communicating to diverse groups of humanity.13 It seems most 
doubtful that a majority of the future 144,000 will be in an 
unbelieving Jewish community, and simply “receive revelation” 
of their tribal heritage in Ancient Israel and be endowed with a 
significant knowledge of the gospel like the Apostle Paul on the 
Damascus road. These are instead people who will be 
supernaturally selected, mature, innovative, prepared, and ready 
to be set-apart for special Divine tasks during the Tribulation 
period. Who these are only God knows for sure—and it is 
certainly not the job of various Messianic people to label 
themselves as one of them. 

Some have indicated that Revelation is not specific in that 
the 144,000 will be evangelists or special ministering servants, 
but only that they will be sealed by God. But we would obviously 
have to ask what they are “sealed” to do. Are the 144,000 going to 
be sealed just for the sake of “being sealed”? Jeremiah 
prophesied of a group of fishers (Heb. dayagim) and hunters 
(Heb. tzayadim), who the Lord would designate to go out and 

 
comments witnessed in Jonathan Bernis (2005), The Scattering of the Tribes of 
Israel, March/April 2005. Jewish Voice Today. Available via 
<http://www.jewishvoice.org> and Sid Roth, The Incomplete Church: Bridging the 
Gap Between God’s Children (Shippensburg, PA: Destiny Image, 2007), pp 17-18. 

Some of the complexities of this topic will be considered in the author’s 
forthcoming book, Israel in Future Prophecy: Is There a Larger Restoration of the 
Kingdom to Israel? 

12 Concurrent with this, it is not impossible to conclude that some non-
Jewish Believers, with distant Jewish ancestry widely unknown to them, could be 
among the 144,000. 

13 Consult the author’s article “The Song of Moses and God’s Mission for His 
People,” appearing in the Messianic Spring Holiday Helper by Messianic 
Apologetics. 
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gather back in the scattered remnants of Israel, those who are 
still suffering from the penalty of exile from the Holy Land: 

“‘Therefore behold, days are coming,’ declares the LORD, 
‘when it will no longer be said, “As the LORD lives, who brought 
up the sons of Israel out of the land of Egypt,” but, “As the LORD 
lives, who brought up the sons of Israel from the land of the 
north and from all the countries where He had banished them.” 
For I will restore them to their own land which I gave to their 
fathers. Behold, I am going to send for many fishermen,’ 
declares the LORD, ‘and they will fish for them; and afterwards I 
will send for many hunters, and they will hunt them from every 
mountain and every hill and from the clefts of the rocks’” 
(Jeremiah 16:14-16). 

At times, these verses have been applied to the original 
mission of the Disciples and Apostles and first followers of 
Yeshua, mainly because figures like Peter and Andrew were 
fishermen. That these fishers and hunters to come, are most 
likely the 144,000, is quite compelling. Consider the rest of the 
prophecy and the declaration of many of those who encounter 
these people: 

“O LORD, my strength and my stronghold, and my refuge in 
the day of distress, to You the nations will come from the ends of 
the earth and say, ‘Our fathers have inherited nothing but 
falsehood, futility and things of no profit.’ Can man make gods 
for himself? Yet they are not gods! Therefore behold, I am going 
to make them know—this time I will make them know My 
power and My might; and they shall know that My name is the 
LORD” (Jeremiah 16:19-21).14 

When I think about some of the statements which are made 
about, “they will hunt them down on every mountain and hill 
and from the crevices of the rocks” (Jeremiah 16:16, NIV), there is 
one place on Earth which immediately comes to my mind, 
which is widely inhospitable, very dangerous, is widely full of 
lawlessness, and has widely never been subdued by any great 
power. While there is much unwarranted and inappropriate 
speculation about the descendants of the exiled Northern 
Kingdom of Israel present in religious history, there is a 
geographical area—sitting within the sphere of influence of the 

 
14 This passage has been widely misapplied in much of the independent 

Messianic movement, to apply to non-Jewish Believers embracing their Hebraic 
Roots, and consequently thinking that everything which Christianity has ever 
stood for is one big “lie.” While contemporary Christianity does have its faults, it 
does rightly declare Yeshua to be the Savior. 
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old Assyrian, Babylonian, and Persian Empires—where even the 
most skeptical and critical people have had to concede many of 
them are likely to reside. David Baron, a Messianic Jew who 
widely ministered at the turn of the last century, and dismissed 
“lost tribes” theories, still acknowledged how people like, “the 
Nestorians, and the Afghans, and some other Eastern tribes are 
descendants of the original Israelitish exiles in Assyria, but [have] 
more or less mixed themselves up by inter-marriage with the 
surrounding nations…”15 Afghanistan, and the surrounding 
region in Pakistan, is certainly a place with crevices, caves, and 
rocks, where only a specially-sealed and supernaturally 
empowered 144,000 could go to reach out to some of the 
descendants of Israel, still in exile after so many centuries, but 
yet who preserve a modicum of some ancient identity through 
either oral tradition or unique custom. It is a region where even 
today, many civilians frequently do not go, and even the military 
finds it difficult to control—but would be exactly the kind of 
place where only the 144,000 could get the job done. 

 

THE TORAH AND ITS RELATIONSHIP  
TO THE GOSPEL 

In addition to recognizing that there is a coming, final push 
to see the fulfillment of the Great Commission—by spreading 
the good news of personal redemption and the restoration of the 
Kingdom to Israel—is the specific importance that God’s Torah 
plays in the proclamation of this message. The promise of the 
New Covenant, after all, is not only one of permanent 
atonement and forgiveness from sins, but that God’s Spirit will 
supernaturally transcribe His commandments onto the hearts 
and minds of His people (Jeremiah 31:31-34; Ezekiel 36:25-27). It 
is also said, quite definitively, that the nations will go to Zion to 
be taught God’s Law, and worldwide peace will abound (Micah 
4:1-3; Isaiah 2:2-4). 

Recognizing the present growth and development of the 
Messianic movement, and with it many Believers who are 
definitely observing His Instruction—should come the subject of 
how the gospel of the Kingdom should be spoken forth. Will this 
message be proclaimed as today’s modern gospel is often given, 
meaning that it will make people “feel good” with very little 

 
15 David Baron, The History of the Ten “Lost” Tribes: Anglo-Israelism Examined 

reprint (London: Morgan & Scott Ld., 1915), pp 47-48. 
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emphasis placed on their fallen sin nature and true Biblical 
repentance? Or, should it be declared more from the position of 
emphasizing a mortal sinner’s violation of God’s 
commandments, and the eternal judgment that awaits? 
Hopefully, as the Lord brings us into a greater awareness of the 
entirety of His Word, we will become more accustomed to 
proclaiming and hearing the latter message in our Messianic 
fellowships and congregations, albeit with more elements of the 
Torah emphasized that those who have gone before us in the 
faith unfortunately missed (i.e., the seventh-day Sabbath, the 
appointed times of Leviticus 23, the kosher dietary laws).16 

We plainly know that the gospel message is to be an offense 
to non-Believers for the simple reason that the message of 
Yeshua reveals the sin in a person’s life—and sin is disobedience 
to God’s Law (1 John 3:4). People can either react to this by 
repenting and confessing their sin, being restored to God, or by 
rejecting the message and rejecting God. However, the revealing 
of sin in a person’s life is very interesting as it relates to the 
gospel today. 

Often in modern Christianity, sin is usually defined as 
“anything that is contrary to the will of God.” Those who do 
recognize that sin is lawlessness, often have a difficult time 
defining what “lawlessness” is, and conclude that lawlessness is 
anything contrary to God’s will. While not incorrect, it often still 
leaves us with a vague definition of “sin.” We should agree that 
anything that is contrary to what our Creator mandated for us is 
not in His will and we are sinning if we reject it. But what is His 
desire for us? Perhaps it is best emphasized in Deuteronomy 
5:28-29: 

“The LORD heard the voice of your words when you spoke to 
me, and the LORD said to me, ‘I have heard the voice of the 
words of this people which they have spoken to you. They have 
done well in all that they have spoken. Oh that they had such a 
heart in them, that they would fear Me and keep all My 
commandments always,17 that it may be well with them and 
with their sons forever!” 

If we want to obey God and be in His will, then we will follow 
His commandments to the best of our human abilities. This 
should certainly be possible when the Holy Spirit takes residence 
inside of us and transforms our wills to His will. Many of the 

 
16 Consult the FAQ, “Torah, moral and ceremonial law.” 
17 Heb. l’hem l’yir’ah oti v’lish’mor et-kol-mitzvotai kol-ha’yamim. 
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great preachers and missionaries of the past have known this to 
be true, and they proclaimed the gospel on the basis of 
preaching repentance from the violation of the Ten 
Commandments. Of course, it is also true that those of the past 
may have not understood all of the Torah intricacies that the 
Lord is restoring to His people today through the advent of the 
Messianic movement. 

Unfortunately, the admonitions of lawlessness being 
prevalent in the Last Days are all too great so that this 
methodology of preaching the good news is not evident among 
many today. In fact, even in some sectors of the Messianic 
movement, the gospel message of repentance of sin is 
downplayed to such an extent, that in some sectors, all one has 
to do is “receive Yeshua” and then “keep Torah.” But what we 
know must take place is the conversion of a person to faith, who 
can then be set upon a life of continual sanctification as God’s 
salvation and His holy way of living go together (cf. Ephesians 
2:8-10). 

Lawlessness is a serious phenomenon in the Last Days. In His 
Olivet Discourse, Yeshua tells us plainly that “many people’s love 
will grow cold because of increased distance from Torah” 
(Matthew 24:12, CJB). The antimessiah/antichrist is likewise 
called “the man who separates himself from Torah...the one 
destined for doom” (2 Thessalonians 2:3, CJB), or simply “the 
man of lawlessness.”18 

In most Bibles, the Greek noun anomia is generally translated 
“lawlessness,” but many Christians do not understand what this 
fully means. Many believe that “Christ is the end of the Law,” 
meaning the termination of the Torah, based on a misguided 
understanding of Romans 10:4. But that is not what Paul writes. 
The NIV Study Bible, for example, confirms that “Although the 
Greek word for ‘end’ (telos) can mean either (1) ‘termination,’ 
‘cessation,’ or (2) ‘goal,’ ‘culmination,’ ‘fulfillment,’ it seems best 
here to understand it in the latter sense.”19 If Yeshua is the 
“termination of the Law” rather than its goal, then this would 
contradict Yeshua’s words in Matthew 5:17-19 about the Torah 
not passing away. The Torah, rather, is to point to our need for a 

 
18 Grk. ho anthrōpos tēs anomias. 
19 Kenneth L. Barker, ed., et. al., NIV Study Bible (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 

2002), 1761. 
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Divine Redeemer, and should result in our turning toward God 
in repentance.20 

Most spiritual Christians, in principle, do uphold the validity 
of the Ten Commandments. We believe that as today’s 
Messianic movement grows and our Heavenly Father leads 
more people into a greater appreciation of His Torah, many will 
be led to uphold many of its other commandments as well—
especially as there are some direct end-time applications we 
should consider. 

Let us consider the fact that the Biblical dietary requirements 
laid out in the Torah forbid the eating of pork and shellfish 
(Leviticus 11; Deuteronomy 14). God says “they are detestable 
things to you” (Leviticus 11:10) or “they are an abomination to 
you” (ATS). The Hebrew sheqetz means “cultic abomination” 
(HALOT).21 TWOT explains that abstaining from unclean meats 
“was to be accepted on the simple basis of trust in, and 
obedience to, God.”22 The Jerusalem Council ruled that the non-
Jewish Believers coming to faith were to “abstain from things 
contaminated by idols and from fornication and from what is 
strangled and from blood” (Acts 15:20), meaning that they were 
to eat kosher. The Apostles did not speak against eating kosher in 
their writings, even if the dietary laws are not on the same level 
as commandments against murder or adultery. 

Concerning the validity of the dietary laws and their end-
time significance, it is very important that we consider the 
following admonition about the Day of the LORD: 

“For the LORD will execute judgment by fire and by His 
sword on all flesh, and those slain by the LORD will be many. 
Those who sanctify and purify themselves to go to the gardens, 
following one in the center, who eat swine's flesh, detestable 
things and mice, will come to an end altogether,’ declares the 
LORD. ‘For I know their works and their thoughts; the time is 
coming to gather all nations and tongues. And they shall come 
and see My glory” (Isaiah 66:16-18). 

Did you notice the end-time importance here? God is going 
to judge those “Who eat swine's flesh, and the broth of unclean 
meat is in their pots” (Isaiah 65:4). He states that He will punish 
those who eat unclean things. Does this offend some Christians 

 
20 For a further discussion of this, consult the author’s article “Is Messiah the 

Termination of the Torah?” 
21 HALOT, 2:1646. 
22 Hermann J. Austel, “sheqeṣ,” in TWOT, 2:955. 
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who believe that the Torah’s dietary requirements were annulled 
by Yeshua and the Apostles? Yes.23 

The Lord certainly looks beyond many of our weaknesses 
and is quick to forgive our transgressions. But as God restores 
His people, there will be a return to the Torah and a greater 
maturity evidenced in the saints, which many in Christianity 
today unfortunately lack. (And with this, even our own faith 
community has quite a long way to go.) Some Messianics think it 
is their job to judge the salvation of Christians who choose to 
ignore following God’s commandments on these finer issues of 
faith. Only God Himself knows the true intentions of a person’s 
heart. But, we can determine whether or not such people are 
mature or immature, wanting to do as much or as little as 
possible in their obedience to God. Part of the maturation that 
the Lord wants to instill in us is letting Him alone determine who 
enters into His Kingdom. 

During the Seventieth Week of Israel the masses of Planet 
Earth will be called upon to repent of their sin, as it will be 
plainly evident then that God’s judgment is at hand and the 
appearing of Yeshua is inevitable. Repenting of sin will not just 
be a matter of a person confessing “bad things,” but will be 
confession of the violation of God’s eternal statutes and the 
turning toward things which make His people set-apart from the 
rest of the world. People will be given the clear choice of serving 
the creature or the Creator, and following what Satan has said 
and substituted for Biblical ordinances, or what the Holy One of 
Israel has said and ordained. 

I would emphasize here quite strongly my firm conviction 
that the observance of the Torah in no way, shape, or form will 
bring any of us eternal salvation. Salvation can only be sought 
through Messiah Yeshua (Christ Jesus) and through faith in His 
shed blood alone (Ephesians 2:8-9). But the Torah does play an 
important role in the salvation process, as it is to reveal the sin in 
a person’s life, and thus result in a man or woman crying out for 
salvation because of disobedience to it (Galatians 3:23-24).24 As 
Believers who have been regenerated by the Holy Spirit and who 
have Yeshua resident in our hearts, a continual obedience to 
God’s Torah will keep us holy unto Him and set-apart from 

 
23 For a detailed analysis of this subject, consult the author’s article “To Eat 

or Not to Eat?” 
24 Consult the FAQ, “Galatians 3:23-24,” and the specific issues surrounding 

the clause eis Christon, commonly rendered as either “to lead us to Christ” (NASU) 
or “until Christ came” (RSV). 
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others around us (Ephesians 2:10). By God blessing us because 
we obey Him, we can be that light to the world that He desires us 
all to be!25 In his sermon “Properties of the Law,” Wesley once 
summarized this with, 

“I cannot spare the law one moment, no more than I can 
spare Christ: seeing I now want it as much, to keep me to Christ, 
as I ever wanted it to bring me to him…Indeed each is 
continually sending me to the other,—the law to Christ, and 
Christ to the law. On the one hand, the height and depth of the 
law constrain me to fly to the love of God in Christ; on the other, 
the love of God in Christ endears the law to me ‘above gold or 
precious stones;’ seeing I know every part of it is a gracious 
promise, which my Lord will fulfill in its season.”26 

It is a Biblical prerequisite that the gospel of the Kingdom be 
preached to all the world before Yeshua the Messiah can return 
(Matthew 24:15). Presently, this has not happened. Not everyone 
on Planet Earth has heard the good news of salvation in Him—
and the message of the Kingdom being restored to Israel, and 
this realm engulfing the planet when Yeshua arrives. Until this 
occurs—and this message will likely be proclaimed by the 
144,000 during the Tribulation period—the Messiah will not 
return. 
 
 
 

 
25 Consult the author’s book The New Testament Validates Torah for an 

examination of many Bible verses that are frequently used to say that the Law 
has been “done away.” 

26 N. Burwash, ed., Wesley’s Doctrinal Standards Part I: The Sermons, with 
Introductions, Analysis, and Notes (Salem, OH: Schmul Publishing, 1988), 350. 
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