
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

-2- 
 

THE SECOND COMING 
When many sincere Believers contemplate the return of the 
Messiah, there is a tendency for a variety of terms to be thrown 
around: the Second Coming, the rapture, the parousia, His 
arrival, the coming epiphany. Some of these terms are used 
more frequently than others. Some of these labels are taken or 
derived directly from Holy Scripture, and others of them, while 
not being unbiblical at all, have undoubtedly taken on a life of 
their own in contemporary religious culture. How do we each 
sort through the different labels associated with the Messiah’s 
return, and carefully be able to discern where various people 
may be coming from in their presuppositions and ideas 
surrounding it? 
 

HIS GLORIOUS APPEARING 
 
Many people connect the Second Coming with a phenomenon 
which has been popularly called “the rapture.” When discussing 
the issue of the timing of the Messiah’s return, we can often find 
that few understand the specifics of such a “rapture” and what is 
to occur. Some assume that “the rapture” and the Second 
Coming are two separate events, and others hold that they are 
one and the same event. The Holy Scriptures certainly speak 
much about the Messiah’s “coming” or His “appearing,” than 
some kind of “rapture.” We need to understand the Bible’s 
description of the Messiah’s return so that we do not get 
confused. Until Yeshua sets His feet upon the Mount of Olives, 
God’s Kingdom will not be fully restored. The Prophet 
Zechariah attests, 
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“In that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which 
is in front of Jerusalem on the east; and the Mount of Olives will 
be split in its middle from east to west by a very large valley, so 
that half of the mountain will move toward the north and the 
other half toward the south” (Zechariah 14:4). 

Both pre- and post-tribulationists agree that prior to this 
event, “the rapture,” as it is commonly called, has occurred. Pre-
tribulationists believe that the Messiah has taken the saints up 
into Heaven seven years before. Post-tribulationists believe that 
the Messiah has just taken them up into the clouds, meeting 
them as He descends toward Earth. My own viewpoint concurs 
with the post-tribulational view, as Yeshua stated in His Olivet 
Discourse on the Last Days, that He would gather the saints at 
the end of the Tribulation: 

 
“But immediately after the tribulation of those days THE SUN 

WILL BE DARKENED, AND THE MOON WILL NOT GIVE ITS LIGHT, AND 

THE STARS WILL FALL from the sky, and the powers of the 
heavens will be shaken. And then the sign of the Son of Man 
will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will 
mourn, and they will see the SON OF MAN COMING ON THE 

CLOUDS OF THE SKY with power and great glory. And He will 
send forth His angels with A GREAT TRUMPET and THEY WILL 

GATHER TOGETHER His elect from the four winds, from one 
end of the sky to the other” (Matthew 24:29-31; cf. Mark 13:24-
27; Luke 21:27-28).1 
 
The Apostle Paul also spoke about this in 1 Corinthians 15:51-

52: 
 
“Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will 
all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the 
last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be 
raised imperishable, and we will be changed.” 
 
The event commonly known as “the rapture” to many 

people, also specifically involves the resurrection of the dead. 
For many of the Greek and Roman Believers in Corinth, who 
had not been raised in the Jewish Synagogue and had not been 
greatly exposed to the doctrine of the resurrection, they did not 
know what was going to happen to their fellow Believers who 
had passed on. Paul assures them that at the last trumpet their 
bodies will be resurrected to life again, and living Believers at 

 
1 Cf. Isaiah 13:10; Ezekiel 32:7; Joel 2:10, 31; 3:15. 
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this time will be transformed. Those who have died in the faith 
and with salvation, presently in Heaven, will have their 
consciousnesses reunited with their reanimated, physical 
remains at the time of the Messiah’s appearing (cf. 1 
Thessalonians 3:13; 4:14).2 Those who are still alive at this time 
will likewise be changed. The great mystery is that there will be a 
certain group of Believers who will never die, yet will receive 
glorified and immortal bodies. All will be collected in the clouds 
of the sky as Yeshua makes His descent toward the Earth. 

Another passage that is commonly quoted among those who 
examine the Messiah’s return is 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18: 

 
“For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, 
and the dead in Messiah will rise first. Then we who are alive 
and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds 
to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the 
Lord. Therefore comfort one another with these words.” 
 
Paul’s admonition in 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18 is not as specific 

as what he later says in 1 Corinthians 15:51-52, but it does 
describe the same event. As we analyze “the rapture,” be aware 
how many pre-tribulationists quote 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18, yet 
tend to overlook Paul’s specific clarification in 1 Corinthians 
15:51-52 that the Messiah’s return is “at the last trumpet.” 
 

IS “RAPTURE” AN APPROPRIATE TERM TO USE? 
The word “rapture” is not found anywhere in the canonical, 

source texts of Scripture. The Bible does not readily refer to the 
return of the Messiah as “the rapture,” but rather “the coming” of 
the Lord. The Disciples never asked Yeshua about an event 
known as “the rapture,” but instead asked Him about His 
“coming”: 

“As He was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came 
to Him privately, saying, ‘Tell us, when will these things happen, 
and what will be the sign of Your coming,3 and of the end of the 
age?’” (Matthew 24:3). 

The Greek term used to communicate the concept of 
“coming” is parousia, which LS defines as “a being present, presence” 

 
2 For a further discussion on the intermediate state between death and the 

resurrection, consult the author’s publication To Be Absent From the Body. 
3 Grk. to sēmeion tēs sēs parousias. 
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or “arrival.”4 TDNT observes how “the parousía will be a 
definitive manifestation when God’s eternal rule supercedes 
history. Christ is the resolution of the tension between this world 
and the next, hope and possession, concealment and 
manifestation, and faith and sight.”5 Parousia is a very powerful 
term to use describing the Lord’s “coming,” because it not only 
speaks of His arrival—but His arrival to transform the world 
and take possession of it! Any good Bible student should take 
issue with the term “rapture,” as it is commonly used today, 
because it can skew much of what is to be anticipated. Too often 
downplayed among pre-tribulationists is the Messiah arriving to 
fully establish His Kingdom on Earth—as their emphasis is often 
on an escape from Earth. 

Where does the term “rapture” come from? Paul specifically 
wrote, “we who are still alive and are left will be caught up 
[harpazō] together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in 
the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever” (1 Thessalonians 
4:17, NIV). The verb harpazō means “to grab or seize suddenly so 
as to remove or gain control, snatch/take away” (BDAG).6 In 
Jerome’s Latin Vulgate, this was rendered with the verb rapturo,7 
meaning “a snatching away,” from which the term “rapture” is 
derived. 

The term “rapture” is quite commonplace to hear among 
many of today’s popular prophecy teachers—mostly among 
those who want to make a (rigid) distinction between the 
gathering of the saints into the clouds, and the coming of the 
Messiah to Planet Earth. For the familiarity of the reader in this, 
and other publications, I have kept usage of the term “rapture” 
to refer to the Messiah’s return at a minimum. This is because 
those who would describe themselves as post-tribulationists 
might use the term “rapture” as well, but obviously include and 
incorporate many other components into it, than pre-
tribulationists do. However, for Biblical discussions, the term 
Second Coming is far more accurate and is preferable. 

It cannot go overlooked that the term “rapture,” as it relates 
to the Messiah’s parousia or coming, has been argued by some to 
possibly have occultic connections. Author Dave MacPherson, 
who has spent many years researching the historical origins of 

 
4 LS, 611. 
5 A. Oepke, “parousía,” in TDNT, 793. 
6 BDAG, 134. 
7 Lat. rapiemur cum illis in nubibus; “taken up together with them in the 

clouds” (Douay-Rheims). 
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pre-tribulationism, actually writes, “Take the word ‘rapture.’ 
Many still don’t know that this word (body-lifting sense) had 
been used for centuries by medieval mystics to describe their 
own levitation a few inches (or even several feet) above the floor 
or ground. Such ‘raptures’ were often condemned by Catholic 
leaders.”8 Pre-tribulationist Jack Van Impe, commenting on the 
translation of rapturo for harpazō, has stated that “Jerome, when 
creating the Catholic Latin Vulgate version, was the first to use 
the term rapturo for the snatching away of 1 Corinthians 15:52. 
Hence, the Catholic Church is literally responsible for this 
glorious term.”9 

The Latin Vulgate did legitimately help many people come 
to salvation, and is a resource which can be consulted as a 
product of early Christianity. But a wide number of today’s 
Messianic Believers would definitely find problems with the 
sentiment about “rapture” being a “glorious term” which 
Catholicism is responsible for. Although it is not necessarily 
wrong to use the term “rapture,” the better description and more 
accurate description by far is still Second Coming. 

We should also note that the Latin rapturo, from where we 
get “rapture,” is the same term from which the name of the 
extinct dinosaur species raptor is derived. The popular, 1993 
motion picture Jurassic Park, portrayed these beasts as violently 
ripping open human bowels and consuming them. We cannot 
disclude the sad reality that many contemporary Christians who 
are eagerly looking for a pre-tribulation rapture, might be 
consumed in some way when it does not come and rescue them. 
Will there be people who have a crisis of faith and trust in God, 
if a pre-tribulation rapture escape does not occur? 

 

WHAT HAPPENS AT THE MESSIAH’S APPEARING? 
Although Scripture does say that at the Messiah’s Second 

Coming the righteous will be changed “in a twinkling of an eye,” 
it is not a mere “levitation” or a violent snatching away. This is 
something that Believers are told to “comfort” (NASU) or 
“encourage” (1 Thessalonians 4:18, NIV) one other with. Those 
who miss being taken up into the clouds to meet the Lord will 
suffer a horrible fate. 2 Thessalonians 2:8 specifically speaks of 

 
8 Dave MacPherson, The Rapture Plot (Simpsonville, SC: Millennium III 

Publishers, 1994), 51. 
9 Jack Van Impe, The Great Escape (Nashville: Word Publishing, 1998), pp 52-

53. 
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how the antimessiah’s rule will be brought to a sudden end by 
His appearing: “Then that lawless one will be revealed whom the 
Lord will slay with the breath of His mouth and bring to an end 
by the appearance of His coming.” Even more frightening, 
though, is how 1 Thessalonians 1:9 says that sinners in general 
“will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the 
presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power.” 

Malachi 4:1-3 emphasizes the physical destruction of the 
wicked at Yeshua’s appearing: 

“‘For behold, the day is coming, burning like a furnace; and 
all the arrogant and every evildoer will be chaff; and the day that 
is coming will set them ablaze,’ says the LORD of hosts, ‘so that it 
will leave them neither root nor branch. But for you who fear 
My name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its 
wings; and you will go forth and skip about like calves from the 
stall. You will tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes 
under the soles of your feet on the day which I am preparing,’ 
says the LORD of hosts.” 

At the time of the Messiah’s appearing in conjunction with 
the Battle of Armageddon, the antimessiah/antichrist and false 
prophet will be defeated by Him and immediately thrown into 
the Lake of Fire (Revelation 19:20), and many others will be 
physically destroyed (until the second resurrection).10 Yet in 
spite of these judgments to be anticipated, Believers who have 
put their trust in Yeshua, are to eagerly anticipate His parousia, as 
they will meet Him in the clouds, and as Paul so aptly concluded, 
“so shall we ever be with the Lord” (1 Thessalonians 4:17, KJV). 

 

WHO WILL POPULATE THE MILLENNIUM? 
Many pre-tribulationists have argued that if the unrighteous 

who oppose Yeshua are physically destroyed at His Second 
Coming, that there will actually be no one to repopulate Planet 
Earth during the Millennium. We do see that “When the 
thousand years are completed, Satan will be released from his 
prison, and will come out to deceive the nations which are in the 
four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them 
together for the war; the number of them is like the sand of the 
seashore” (Revelation 20:7-8). They commonly argue that since 
“the Church” has been raptured to Heaven, that ethnic Israel and 
certain righteous survivors from the Tribulation period will be 
permitted to repopulate the world during the Millennium. They 

 
10 Revelation 20:6, 12-14. 
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often say that post-tribulationists have all the righteous 
transformed at the end of the Tribulation, and that there can be 
no one who produces offspring during the Millennium. 

Scripture is clear that there will be physical reproduction of 
human beings occurring in the Millennium. Isaiah 60:22 directs 
us, “The smallest one will become a clan, and the least one a 
mighty nation. I, the LORD, will hasten it in its time.” But simply 
because there will be physical reproduction during the 
Millennium does not necessarily require a pre-tribulation 
rapture. There are two viable possibilities that we might consider 
to answer the pre-tribulational claims: 

1. All those who do not meet the Messiah in the 
clouds are physically destroyed. Those who 
repopulate the Millennium originate from people 
who never physically die, as the Apostle Paul 
writes, “we shall not all sleep” (1 Corinthians 15:51; 
cf. 1 Thessalonians 4:15). These people receive 
redeemed physical bodies similar to those which 
Adam and Eve had in the Garden of Eden, and are 
able to reproduce in a similar manner as was 
originally intended at the time of Creation.11 

2. Revelation 19:21 states that right after the beast and 
the false prophet are thrown into the Lake of Fire, 
that “the rest were killed with the sword which 
came from the mouth of Him who sat on the 
horse.” This can specifically involve “the beast and 
the kings of the earth and their armies” 
(Revelation 19:19). The survivors, those who do not 
participate in the Battle of Armageddon, are those 
who repopulate Planet Earth. 

Since these events have yet to take place, we cannot be 
dogmatic about what will occur. Both of these possibilities listed 
above could take place. However, there are some viable 
responses to the claim that only a pre-tribulation rapture 
provides a group of people who will repopulate Earth during the 
Millennium. Those repopulating Planet Earth could be those 
who never die, but whose bodies are transformed at the Second 

 
11 We should take note of the fact that in Matthew 22:30 Yeshua says, “For in 

the resurrection they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels 
in heaven.” This can certainly be taken as referring only to those who physically 
die and whose bodies are resurrected, unlike those who never die, and perhaps 
during the Messiah’s Millennial Kingdom will be responsible for repopulating 
Planet Earth. 
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Coming. They could likewise be possible survivors from the 
Tribulation who do not participate in the Battle of Armageddon. 

 

HOW WILL WE “MEET” THE MESSIAH? 
In 1 Thessalonians 4:17, Paul asserts that the righteous will 

“meet the Lord in the air.” To some, it may seem that this 
meeting is only an “encountering.” But what actually will occur is 
much more involved. The Greek term that is translated “meet” 
in this verse is apantēsis. Vine notes that it “is used in the papyri 
of a newly arriving magistrate,”12 in reference of course to its 
ancient classical usage. A notable place where apantēsis is used in 
the Apostolic Scriptures is Acts 28:15: 

“And the brethren, when they heard about us, came from 
there as far as the Market of Appius and Three Inns to meet 
[apantēsis] us13; and when Paul saw them, he thanked God and 
took courage.” 

This verse speaks of the Believers in Rome going out to meet 
Paul as far as the Market of Appius and the Three Inns,14 and 
then according to Acts 28:16, “we came into Rome” (RSV). This 
usage of apantēsis is an excellent indication that at His return, (1) 
the “meeting” involves Yeshua’s coming to Earth to establish His 
throne, (2) that the saints will be gathered up into the clouds to 
meet Him, and (3) immediately following the company of 
redeemed will all go back to the Earth together. Just as the 
Roman Believers met Paul just outside of the city, and they all 
entered into Rome together—so will the righteous (those just 
resurrected and those transformed) meet the Lord and return to 
the Earth with Him. 

Yeshua is indeed returning as a newly appointed magistrate 
to this planet, and He will establish the Torah as its constitution. 
He will rule in power and majesty as the Psalmist tells us: “You 
shall break them with a rod of iron, You shall shatter them like 
earthenware” (Psalm 2:9). The Prophet Isaiah further says, “it will 
come about that in the last days the mountain of the house of 
the LORD will be established as the chief of the mountains, and 
will be raised above the hills; and all the nations will stream to it. 
And many peoples will come and say, ‘Come, let us go up to the 

 
12 W.E. Vine, Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words (Nashville: 

Thomas Nelson, 1997), 730. 
13 Grk. ēlthan eis apantēsin hēmin; more lit. “came to a meeting with us” 

(Robert K. Brown and Philip W. Comfort, trans., The New Greek-English Interlinear 
New Testament [Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House, 1990], 527). 

14 Some versions have Three Taverns. 
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mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; that He 
may teach us concerning His ways and that we may walk in His 
paths.’ For the law will go forth from Zion and the word of the 
LORD from Jerusalem” (Isaiah 2:2-3; cf. Micah 4:2). 

I sincerely hope that a select few of us, living at this time, 
may persevere long enough to be among those privileged ones 
who get to meet the Messiah in the clouds—never having died—as 
He comes to restore His Kingdom on Earth! 

 

PAROUSIA 
As mentioned previously, the term which is most often used 

in the Apostolic Scriptures as it relates to the Messiah’s return is 
parousia, which generally means “coming,” “arrival,” or 
“presence.” A common pre-tribulational tactic is to claim that 
“the rapture” and Second Coming are separate events. It is often 
argued that when the Messiah comes for “the Church,” He only 
meets them in the clouds and will only be visible to Believers. It 
is further thought that when He later comes in the Second 
Coming, it will only be then that He sets His feet on the Mount 
of Olives. But this does not align with the testimony that we see in the 
Bible concerning His return. In stark contrast to what pre-
tribulationists often argue, the angels testified that He “will come 
in just the same way15 as you have watched Him go into heaven” 
(Acts 1:11)—and surely He was visible to all of those physically 
present at His ascension. The Lord’s ascension was witnessed by 
more than just the Disciples. 

In his book The Blessed Hope, author George Eldon Ladd 
offers a modified quote of 1 Thessalonians 4:17, as “We that are 
alive, that are left unto the parousia of the Lord, shall in no wise 
precede them that are fallen asleep.” In examining the claim that 
“the rapture” and Second Coming are separate events, Ladd 
would explain, “It is very difficult to find a secret coming of 
Christ in [this verse]. His coming will be attended with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, and with the heavenly 
trumpet.”16 

Ladd similarly approaches 2 Thessalonians 2:8: “And then 
shall be revealed the lawless one, whom the Lord Jesus shall slay 
with the breath of his mouth, and bring to naught by the 
manifestation of his parousia.” He astutely comments, “This 
[coming] is obviously no secret event, for the parousia of Christ 

 
15 Grk. hon tropon, “in what manner” (YLT). 
16 George Eldon Ladd, The Blessed Hope (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1956), 63. 
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will be an outshining, a manifestation....[T]his verse locates the 
parousia at the end of the Tribulation. One would naturally 
conclude by comparing the verses just cited that the Rapture of 
the living saints, the resurrection of those who have died, and 
the judgment upon the Antichrist will all take place at the same 
time, namely, at the parousia of Jesus at the end of the 
Tribulation.”17 

It is important for us to note that Paul told the 
Thessalonicans to “establish your hearts without blame in 
holiness before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord 
Yeshua with all His saints” (1 Thessalonians 3:13). Even with there 
being some debate as to whether or not Paul expected this to 
occur in his or his original audience’s lifetime—there is no 
indication here of a pre-tribulation rapture. In fact, the language 
of 1 Thessalonians 3:13 is derived directly from Zechariah 14:5, 
which is definitely post-tribulational: 

“You will flee by the valley of My mountains, for the valley 
of the mountains will reach to Azel; yes, you will flee just as you 
fled before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah. 
Then the LORD, my God, will come, and all the holy ones with 
Him!”18 

Further to be considered, is how in 2 Thessalonians 2:1, Paul 
speaks of “the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being 
gathered to him” (NIV). The Greek is even more specific, reading 
tēs parousias tou Kuriou hēmōn Iēsou Christou kai hēmōn 
episunagōgēs ep’ auton. This indicates that Yeshua’s coming and 
gathering of the saints are indeed part of the same event, and 
cannot be so easily separated. The Greek source text is quite 
clear on this point. 

Pre-tribulationists believe that “the rapture” and Second 
Coming of the Messiah are two separate events. One of the 
major premises for this idea is that “the Church” is a group of 
elect separate from Israel. Therefore by necessity, it is said that 
“the Church” must be removed in a “secret event.” But the Bible 
does not direct us in such a manner, instead saying, “BEHOLD, HE 

IS COMING WITH THE CLOUDS, and every eye will see Him, even 
those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will 
mourn over Him. So it is to be. Amen” (Revelation 1:7; cf. Daniel 

 
17 Ibid. 
18 It is rightly thought that the saints or holy ones in Zechariah 14:5 and 1 

Thessalonians 3:13 are a mixed company of angels, and the deceased righteous 
coming to Earth to be resurrected, as these are the same ones who are presently 
in Heaven (Hebrews 12:23). 
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7:13). Pasai hai phulai tēs gēs, “all the tribes of the earth,” are going 
to see the Lord at this moment; this will not be just a select few. 

Pre-tribulationist Jack Van Impe actually does say that the 
Messiah “says He is coming back exactly as He left.”19 This is an 
interesting remark to make, because if pre-tribulationists are 
serious about this, then we have to conclude that at the Messiah’s 
appearing, every eye will indeed see Him and that there will be 
no “secret coming” visible only to Believers. Why? Because when 
Yeshua ascended into Heaven, all of those present visibly saw 
Him. Acts 1:9 attests, “And after He had said these things, He was 
lifted up while they were looking on, and a cloud received Him 
out of their sight.” At His Second Coming, all will visibly see 
Him. There is not going to be any secret return or “appearing” 
for the saints. 

 

TWO RESURRECTIONS FOR THE RIGHTEOUS? 
Concerning the resurrection of the dead, Daniel 12:2 asserts 

how in the end-times, “Many of those who sleep in the dust of 
the ground will awake, these to everlasting life, but the others to 
disgrace and everlasting contempt.” This is the principal verse in 
the Tanach from which most support concerning the doctrine of 
resurrection elsewhere is weighed.20 Of this verse, John F. 
Walvoord actually observes, 

“It has been characterized of some branches of 
premillenarians to include the resurrection of Israel 
[represented in this passage] with the resurrection of the church 
at the time of the rapture. Those who have followed this 
interpretation have been somewhat embarrassed by the fact that 
Daniel 12:1,2 seems to place the resurrection of Israel after the 
tribulation instead of before it. This would indicate that...the 
rapture is posttribulational in that the resurrection follows the 
tribulation.”21 

Those who are dispensational like Walvoord, and who 
believe that God has two groups of elect, have difficulty with the 
assertion of Daniel 12:2. Those who are not dispensational, and 
who believe that all of the righteous are a part of Israel—
meaning that non-Jewish Believers too are a part of Israel’s 
Commonwealth (Ephesians 2:11-13), the Israel of God (Galatians 

 
19 Van Impe, 2. 
20 The doctrine of resurrection is going to be examined further in the 

planned article “The Certainty of the Resurrection.” 
21 John F. Walvoord, Israel In Prophecy (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1962), 116. 
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6:16), and are grafted-in by their Messiah faith (Romans 11:17)—
would affirm that all of the righteous get resurrected at the same 
time. And as such, the resurrection of the righteous mentioned 
in Daniel 12:2 must be the resurrection of all of the elect who 
are in the Lord. 

Walvoord himself believes that the resurrections of the 
righteous and the condemned occur at different times, as 
Revelation 20:5 says: “The rest of the dead did not come to life 
until the thousand years were completed.” He comments, “A 
paraphrase would render [Daniel 12:2] this way: ‘Many of them 
that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, these to 
everlasting life, and those to shame and everlasting contempt.’ 
The passage...becomes a statement that subsequent to the 
tribulation all the dead will be raised, but in two groups, one 
group to everlasting life and the other group to everlasting 
contempt. The fact that these are separated in time is clearly 
spelled out in Revelation 20, and the fact that this detail is not 
given here should not be considered a major problem.”22 The 
resurrection of the condemned would occur after the thousand 
year Millennial reign of the Messiah on Earth. 

Given the importance of Daniel 12:2 for the doctrine of 
resurrection, and how it acknowledges two resurrections to 
occur—one for the righteous, and one for the condemned—then 
if the resurrection for the righteous in this verse is only for 
ethnic Israel or the Jewish people, where do members of some 
separate “Church” entity get resurrected? Pre-tribulationists will 
widely and correctly conclude that the second resurrection, the 
resurrection of the condemned in Daniel 12:2, is the same as in 
Revelation 20:5. Should we not also conclude, then, that the 
resurrection of the righteous in Daniel 12:2 is the same one 
spoken of in the Apostolic Scriptures in the critical “rapture 
passages”? 

Why would God confuse His own, in having two 
resurrections for the righteous—but then only one for the 
condemned? This is what pre-tribulationists widely conclude. Could 
it simply be that pre-tribulationists are following a flawed 
hermeneutic which advocates their desire to want to “get out” at 
the earliest possible moment, and they will bend Scripture to 
prove so? 

There will only be two bodily resurrections: one for the 
righteous, and the other for the condemned. Yeshua said in John 

 
22 Ibid., 117. 
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5:28-29, “Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in which 
all who are in the tombs will hear His voice, and will come forth; 
those who did the good deeds to a resurrection of life, those who 
committed the evil deeds to a resurrection of judgment.” This is 
fully consistent with the prophecy of Daniel 12:2, as some will be 
resurrected to an existence of grand communion with their 
Creator in the coming New Creation—and others will be 
resurrected to a final sentencing for crimes committed against 
their Creator. The resurrection of the righteous is clearly a post-
tribulational event, and it is for all the righteous. 

But what of a pre-tribulational resurrection of “the Church,” 
something independent of the resurrection of Daniel 12:2? 
Where is it mentioned or alluded to in the Bible? 
Dispensationalist author Paul Sadler actually writes, “to help us 
distinguish...[our resurrection] from the first resurrection we... 
refer to our resurrection as the secret resurrection....[I]t pertains 
only to the members of the Body of Christ.”23 In this, pre-
tribulationists can take the liberty of interpreting the Apostle 
Paul’s words, “Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, 
but we will all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an 
eye, at the last trumpet” (1 Corinthians 15:51-52a), as applying 
only to “the Church.” The “last trumpet” becomes the so-called 
“last trumpet of the Church Age”—whatever “that trumpet” is—and 
not be associated with the last trumpet judgment of Revelation 
11:15, where the Messiah claims the world as His personal 
property, establishing His Kingdom. 

Sadler further states, “When Christ returns in His Second 
Coming at the close of the Great Tribulation, He will raise [the 
Old Testament saints] from the dead for the sole purpose of 
ushering them into His earthly kingdom.”24 And so, according to 
this line of reasoning, there are in actuality to be two 
resurrections for the righteous: (1) a “secret resurrection” for “the 
Church” disassociated from Daniel 12:2, and (2) a resurrection 
for the “Old Covenant saints” at the Messiah’s parousia. This way 
pre-tribulationism can be vindicated, and the escape that so 
many seek prior to the Seventieth Week of Israel can be 
attained. 

Bible readers have to be most critical of these views, because 
ecclesiology plays a substantial role concerning the validity of 
pre-tribulationism. In the pre-tribulational model of the 

 
23 Sadler, The Triumph of His Grace, 178. 
24 Ibid, 173. 
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resurrection, “the Church” receives a secret resurrection that is 
not spoken of in Scripture. Israel, on the other hand, seeks one 
that is, at the last trumpet. Messianic Believers widely hold to a 
different view, because they widely deny any separation 
between Israel and “the Church,” instead affirming that all of the 
righteous are a part of Israel’s domain. In contrast to what pre-
tribulationists are likely to think, if all of the righteous are a part 
of Israel’s Kingdom realm, then there is no avoiding the fact that 
there is only one resurrection for the righteous—and likewise, 
that there is only one resurrection for the condemned. This 
single resurrection, for those to be ushered into God’s Kingdom 
on Earth, is plainly attested to in both the Tanach (Old 
Testament) and Apostolic Scriptures (New Testament). 

Revelation 20:6 communicates, “Blessed and holy is the one 
who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second 
death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of 
Messiah and will reign with Him for a thousand years.” Of the 
ones who miss the first resurrection, we are told, “the sea gave 
up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave up the 
dead which were in them; and they were judged, every one of 
them according to their deeds. Then death and Hades were 
thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of 
fire” (Revelation 20:13-14). 

If we die in the faith we should eagerly seek to participate in 
the first resurrection, because those who do not participate in 
the first resurrection experience eternal punishment. The pre-
tribulational implication that there are two resurrections for the 
righteous: one for “the Church,” to be followed by one for the 
“Old Covenant saints,” is faulty. This errant concept is based on 
the false belief that Israel and “the Church” are separate groups 
of elect, and is fueled by escapism. All of the righteous dead are 
going to participate in a single resurrection, just like all of the 
unrighteous dead are going to participate in a single 
resurrection. 
 
 

THE TRUE BLESSED HOPE 
 
When questioning the validity of the pre-tribulation rapture, 
post-tribulationists are sometimes staunchly criticized for 
denying “the blessed hope.” For the pre-tribulationist, the 
blessed hope which post-tribulationists deny, is defined as 
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Believers being taken into Heaven prior to the Tribulation 
period. Unfortunately, post-tribulationists can be unwarrantedly 
criticized as sometimes wanting to go through the Tribulation—
so as to prove our “superior sanctity.” 

I actually did receive an e-mail in 1999, where one person 
stated that post-tribulationists “have no thought for the welfare, 
safety and hope of anyone else... [they] WANT the human race, 
and even ‘the best Christians’ among them, AND THEIR CHILDREN, 
to be swallowed up in the nightmare of history. These cynical, 
bitter, Church hating misanthropes...prefer to assert the most 
cynical and horrible view of it that is possible.” Certainly, this 
person’s comments represent only a few of the extreme 
elements of pre-tribulationism. And, in my ministry experiences 
I have certainly encountered post-tribulationists who, most 
shamefully, do not have that much concern for the eternal 
condition of people who will die during the Tribulation period. 

We cannot be led by the sensationalism or hype of others. 
We must not seek to see those with whom we might disagree, 
over what is not a salvation issue, be overcome by the nightmare 
of history—lest we too, as post-tribulationists, be widely unready 
for what is to occur. Each of us must be spiritually prepared, 
having the strong conviction and assurance, that our personal 
salvation, and that those of others, is secure. Many people I have 
interacted with, would actually like to pre-decease the final years 
of human history—given what is prophesied to transpire, and 
what they, at least psychologically, do not wish to witness take 
place. Let us not forget what the Prophet Amos communicates, 
concerning the Day of the LORD: 

“Alas, you who are longing for the day of the LORD, for what 
purpose will the day of the LORD be to you? It will be darkness 
and not light25; as when a man flees from a lion and a bear meets 
him, or goes home, leans his hand against the wall and a snake 
bites him. Will not the day of the LORD be darkness instead of 
light, even gloom with no brightness in it?” (Amos 5:18-20). 

Just as there are those post-tribulationists who indeed believe 
that the Tribulation period occurs so that they can be “spiritually 
superior” to others—perhaps seeing themselves as a kind of 
Moses, John the Baptist, or other prophet or figure of insight—is 
the reality that many pre-tribulationists think they too are so 
“special,” so that God would give them an early escape. Could we 
not argue that these people do not desire to see the Lord 

 
25 Heb. hu-choshek v’lo-or. 
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perform in His miracle working power as He did before the 
Ancient Israelites in Egypt? Even more so, if God did not remove 
the early Believers and the Apostles from the tribulation or trials 
that they experienced in the First and Second Centuries, what 
makes those of our time, think we should deserve to be removed 
from the Seventieth Week of Israel? Would not those promoting 
a pre-tribulation rapture be elevating themselves far above the 
early martyrs of our faith—including those who walked and 
talked with the Messiah in person—so as to prove their “superior 
sanctity”? 

 

IS THE BLESSED HOPE  
THE PRE-TRIBULATION RAPTURE? 

What is the blessed hope? The term, “the blessed hope,” or 
tēn makarian elpida, only appears once in Holy Scripture. It is 
used by the Apostle Paul in his letter to Titus: 

“For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all 
men, instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and 
to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age, looking 
for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great 
God and Savior, Messiah Yeshua” (Titus 2:11-13). 

With this as support, we are told by many that the pre-
tribulation rapture is the “blessed hope” which we are to all 
eagerly anticipate. However, this is not what Paul says. Rather, 
what Believers are to wait for, is “the glorious appearing of our 
great God and Savior” (Titus 2:13, NIV). What this “appearing” 
encompasses is of importance to us. Is it the “secret rapture” we 
are told so much about by pre-tribulationists? Or, is it when the 
Messiah arrives to judge the world at the Battle of Armageddon? 
His “appearing”—whatever it is—is actually our blessed hope. 

The specific Greek term which is often translated 
“appearing” in these verses is epiphaneia, meaning “act of 
appearing, appearance” (BDAG).26 Paul speaks of this 
“epiphany” in 1 Timothy 6:14, instructing his friend “to keep this 
command without spot or blame until the appearing27 of our 
Lord Jesus Christ” (NIV). Ladd comments, “At the end of his life, 
Paul expresses confidence that he has fought a good fight, and 
looking forward to the day of rewards at the judgement seat of 

 
26 BDAG, 386. 
27 Grk. mechri tēs epiphaneias; alternatively, “as far as the appearing,” as mechri 

can mean “even to, as far as” (LS, 507). 
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Christ.”28 Paul specifically writes, “in the future there is laid up 
for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to 
me, but also to all who have loved His appearing” (2 Timothy 
4:8). 

The epiphany of the Messiah will occur when He physically 
descends toward Earth, and the saints are brought up to meet 
Him. Titus 2:13-14 admonishes Believers that in the meantime, 
they are to live in obedience to the Lord. They are specifically to 
be the people whom the Messiah will “purify for himself,” “a 
people for his own possession who are zealous for good works” 
(ESV). We should have no doubt in our minds that those being 
spoken of here are intended to be a fully restored community of 
Israel, composed of many Messianic Jewish Believers and those 
righteous of the nations who have been incorporated into Israel’s 
expanded realm, as Paul appropriates concepts spoken of in the 
Torah: 

“For you are a holy people to the LORD, your God; the LORD, 
your God, has chosen you to be for Him a treasured people 
above all the peoples that are on the face of the earth” 
(Deuteronomy 7:6; cf. 14:2; 1 Peter 2:9). 

Our blessed hope is the Messiah’s appearing, when the 
redeemed are to meet Him in the clouds, and He then defeats 
His enemies and comes to rule and reign as King over the Earth. 
This is when He will reward all of the righteous for their service 
to Him, and they are given responsibilities in this future 
Kingdom. The Apostle John aptly recorded this: “Then the 
seventh angel sounded; and there were loud voices in heaven, 
saying, ‘The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of 
our Lord and of His Messiah; and He will reign forever and 
ever’” (Revelation 11:15). The restoration of God’s Kingdom—the 
restoration of Israel—will not be complete until the Messiah 
appears in the clouds. 

 

HOW ARE WE SPARED FROM  
THE “WRATH” OF GOD? 

Consistent with the false claim that the blessed hope is the 
pre-tribulation rapture, is the idea that the “wrath” spoken of, 
which all Believers are certainly spared from, has to be the 
Tribulation period. There is no denying that the redeemed in 

 
28 Ladd, 67. 
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Messiah are spared from God’s wrath, but is this wrath the 
Tribulation period? Pre-tribulationists can use several passages 
to support this premise: 

 
“But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while 
we were yet sinners, Messiah died for us. Much more then, 
having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved 
from the wrath of God through Him” (Romans 5:8-9). 
 
“For they themselves report about us what kind of a reception 
we had with you, and how you turned to God from idols to 
serve a living and true God, and to wait for His Son from 
heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is Messiah, who 
rescues us from the wrath to come” (1 Thessalonians 1:9-10). 
 
“For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining 
salvation through our Lord Yeshua the Messiah” (1 
Thessalonians 5:9). 
 
On the primary basis of these verses, many are told to expect 

a pre-tribulation rapture, removing Believers from Planet Earth. 
But this presupposes that the “wrath” of God is the Tribulation 
period. It is important that Bible readers adequately determine 
what the wrath of God actually is, which something very few 
pre-tribulational adherents tend to do. Pre-tribulationists 
errantly consider the entire Tribulation period to be God’s 
wrath. 

There are two primary Greek words used in the Apostolic 
Scriptures, often translated as “wrath” in our English Bibles: orgē 
and thumos, each indicative of a particular type of wrath or anger 
of God. 

BDAG defines orgē as “strong indignation directed at 
wrongdoing, w. focus on retribution, wrath.”29 This is necessary 
to understand because it indicates that orgē “wrath” is most often 
reserved for the Divine punishment of God on sinners in His 
eternal punishment upon them. Thayer adds to this, saying that 
orgē is indicative of “anger exhibited in punishing, hence used for 
the punishment itself.”30 

Thumos, on the other hand, is described as “a state of intense 
displeasure, anger, wrath, rage, indignation” (BDAG).31 Thayer 
remarks that it means “passion, angry heat…anger forthwith boiling 

 
29 BDAG, 720. 
30 Thayer, 452. 
31 BDAG, 461. 
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up and soon subsiding again.”32 This does not indicate a “wrath” 
that is constant, but one that is widely momentary. 

The comparison of these two words is that orgē “denotes 
indignation which has arisen gradually and becomes more settled” 
(Thayer).33 Orgē is the Divine wrath used to describe the eternal 
punishment of non-Believers, whereas thumos is used to describe 
the anger of God poured out during the Tribulation period. 

Interestingly enough, the only times orgē appears in the Book 
of Revelation are in a post-tribulational context (6:16, 17; 11:18; 
14:10; 16:19; 19:15). It is used after the sixth seal (Revelation 6:16-
17), the seventh or the last trumpet (Revelation 11:18), the seventh 
vial/bowl (Revelation 16:19), and is most importantly used to 
describe the eternal punishment of the condemned (Revelation 
14:10). 

Redeemed Believers are indeed spared from the orgē wrath 
of God, as (1) the orgē or Divine wrath of God is poured out after 
the Tribulation period, and (2) the orgē of God is for those who 
reject the Messiah and suffer eternal punishment. When the orgē 
wrath of God is poured out upon those who take the mark of the 
beast, “he also will drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which 
is mixed in full strength in the cup of His anger [orgē]” 
(Revelation 14:10). 

It should also be noted that numerous references exist 
throughout the Tanach or Hebrew Scriptures describing that the 
judgment of God is poured out on the Day of the LORD (i.e., 
Isaiah 13:6, 9; Ezekiel 30:3; 1:15; 2:1; 31; 3:14; Amos 5:18, 20; 
Obadiah 15; Zephaniah 1:14; Malachi 4:5). Although there are 
numerous interpretations that are given for the term “day,” 
more often than not this can be used in reference to the point 
when Yeshua returns and defeats His enemies at Armageddon, 
initiating His Millennial reign. Presumably, before this Day of 
the LORD takes place, Believers have been removed from Planet 
Earth, because this judgment of God is reserved for the 
unrighteous. 

The Apostolic Scriptures also speak of the Day of the LORD, 
which we should most certainly presume is the same event 
spoken of by the Prophets in the Tanach (cf. Acts 2:20; 1 
Thessalonians 5:2; 2 Peter 3:10). During this time period God’s 
wrath and anger will be poured out. But what do we define as the 
wrath of God? The Apostle Paul offers a fairly good explanation: 

 
32 Thayer, 293. 
33 Ibid. 
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“For the wrath [orgē] of God is revealed from heaven against 
all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who suppress the 
truth in unrighteousness…But because of your stubbornness 
and unrepentant heart you are storing up wrath [orgē] for 
yourself in the day of wrath [orgē] and revelation of the 
righteous judgment of God, who WILL RENDER TO EACH PERSON 

ACCORDING TO HIS DEEDS” (Romans 1:18; 2:5-6; cf. Psalm 62:12; 
Proverbs 24:12). 
 
“But immorality or any impurity or greed must not even be 
named among you, as is proper among saints; and there must 
be no filthiness and silly talk, or coarse jesting, which are not 
fitting, but rather giving of thanks. For this you know with 
certainty, that no immoral or impure person or covetous man, 
who is an idolater, has an inheritance in the kingdom of 
Messiah and God. Let no one deceive you with empty words, 
for because of these things the wrath [orgē] of God comes 
upon the sons of disobedience. Therefore do not be partakers 
with them” (Ephesians 5:3-7). 
 
The above Scripture quotations from Romans 1:18, 2:4-6, and 

Ephesians 5:3-7 speak of wrath or orgē of God in regard to 
eternal damnation. Thumos, on the other hand, is indicative more 
of the anger of God, not always related to eternal punishment. In 
some instances, it is notable that thumos is also used to describe 
the wrath, or the indignation or anger, of Satan. The following 
are a selection of quotations from the Book of Revelation where 
thumos is used: 

 
“For this reason, rejoice, O heavens and you who dwell in 
them. Woe to the earth and the sea, because the devil has 
come down to you, having great wrath [thumos], knowing that 
he has only a short time” (Revelation 12:12). 
 
“So the angel swung his sickle to the earth and gathered the 
clusters from the vine of the earth, and threw them into the 
great wine press of the wrath [thumos] of God. And the wine 
press was trodden outside the city, and blood came out from 
the wine press, up to the horses' bridles, for a distance of two 
hundred miles” (Revelation 14:19-20). 
 
“Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvelous, 
seven angels who had seven plagues, which are the last, because 
in them the wrath [thumos] of God is finished” (Revelation 
15:1). 
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In determining what the wrath of God actually encompasses 
when you read Scripture, be advised that you make sure what 
term is specifically used in the source text, and then compare the 
context of the passage. Ultimately, the wrath of God is eternal 
damnation, which all Believers—Tribulation saints or 
otherwise—will be spared from. However, once defining what 
the “wrath of God” actually is, and distinguishing the Greek 
terms orgē and thumos, we can then begin to address the more 
important question: Will Believers experience hard times? This 
is a question that many pre-tribulationists answer incorrectly. 

Many popular pre-tribulationists say, “Why would anyone 
want to go through the Tribulation?” They would be correct as 
no one should want to go through the Tribulation. By no means 
is experiencing the Tribulation something one should ever wish for. 

But, many of the same pre-tribulationists prey on people’s 
emotions rather than dealing with the facts that Believers in the 
Messiah have and will experience difficult times—something 
American Christianity, in particular, has never really had to 
endure. We should each be keen to heed the Prophet Isaiah’s 
words: “I seek You with all the spirit within me. For when your 
judgments are wrought on earth, the inhabitants of the world 
learn righteousness. But when the scoundrel is spared, he learns 
not righteousness” (Isaiah 26:9b-10a, NJPS). 

According to many pre-tribulationists, although Believers are 
to be spared from the Tribulation period, supposedly God’s 
“wrath” in its entirety, many people will be saved during the 
Tribulation period and come to faith in the Messiah. But 
according to this logic, if Believers are to be spared from the 
wrath of God—supposedly the Tribulation—then in what way 
are these people “saved”? In the pre-tribulationist’s schema, 
these people will suffer the “wrath” of the Tribulation, 
contradicting their idea that Believers are spared from the 
“wrath of God.” Furthermore, if the Holy Spirit is to be removed 
as the “restrainer” as so many also believe (cf. 2 Thessalonians 
2:6-7), how can these people actually be born again when we 
must all have the presence of the Holy Spirit inside of us to be 
regenerated? (discussed further) The pre-tribulational reasoning 
here has been found rather wanting. 

It is appropriate to say that the more immediate thumos 
“wrath” is something that Believers of all generations have had 
to endure through, similar to how the Ancient Israelites were 
preserved during the plagues God dispersed upon Egypt at the 
time of the Exodus. The orgē of God, on the other hand, should 
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be considered to be the steady anger of God that has been 
building up against unredeemed humanity for millennia, which 
will be dispensed upon the beast and false prophet at the parousia 
of Yeshua, and ultimately released upon the unrighteous at the 
Great White Throne judgment. Those of us who have put our 
trust in Messiah Yeshua are saved from the orgē to come, because 
we have been delivered from eternal damnation. 

The gathering to be with the Lord comes at the end of the 
Tribulation (Matthew 24:29-31), but it also occurs prior to His 
intense orgē being poured out on Planet Earth. When Yeshua 
comes to defeat His enemies, we are told, “From His mouth 
comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may strike down the 
nations, and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads 
the wine press of the fierce wrath [orgē] of God, the Almighty” 
(Revelation 19:15). The righteous will be removed from the world 
prior to this wrath being poured out. 
 
 

EAT, DRINK, AND BE MERRY 

FOR TOMORROW  
WE MAY BE RAPTURED 

 
It is a sad thing to say, but the epitome of what the pre-
tribulation rapture often represents—especially when a 
critically-thinking post-tribulationist can see how people act 
about it—can be summed up in the following statement: Let us 
eat, drink, and be merry for tomorrow we may be raptured! 
This is a brief summation of much of its ideology, and what 
many of its advocates and proponents believe (at least 
unconsciously). Does pre-tribulationism encourage spiritual 
maturity? Does it encourage spiritual endurance? Or, does it 
encourage spiritual immaturity and cowardice? 

Pre-tribulationism can discourage spiritual alertness because 
it advocates that the Messiah can return at any moment for 
God’s people. Regarding the Second Coming and the 
resurrection, the Apostle Paul says, “If from human motives I 
fought with wild beasts at Ephesus, what does it profit me? If the 
dead are not raised, LET US EAT AND DRINK, FOR TOMORROW WE 

DIE” (1 Corinthians 15:32; cf. Isaiah 22:13; 56:12). This should 
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concern genuine Messiah followers, as it is prophesied, “Many of 
those who sleep in the dust of the ground will awake, these to 
everlasting life, but the others to disgrace and everlasting 
contempt” (Daniel 12:2). If there is no afterlife and attendant 
resurrection, then our human lives are widely meaningless. 
What we do here on Planet Earth does not matter that much in 
the hereafter, because there will probably be no hereafter. And 
concurrent with that, there will be no prophesied restoration of 
Israel, a Millennial Kingdom of Yeshua and expanded rule of 
Israel, or the incumbent grand Eternal State and New Creation. 

Although many pre-tribulationists will claim that their view 
stimulates an urgency to spread the gospel message, as the 
Messiah can supposedly return at any moment, the actions of 
many individual pre-tribulationists do not always reflect this 
intent. It has been my personal experience that many people 
who endorse a pre-tribulation rapture are not that eager to 
spread the good news, and would just assume to “live it up now” 
as the Lord can supposedly return in the next hour, minute, or 
even second. I concede that this view may only be held by some 
(who would likely never admit it), but the Bible is quite clear that 
certain events must precede the return of the Messiah. Yeshua 
the Messiah cannot return at “any moment.” God’s people are 
to have the utmost wisdom, discernment, and productivity in 
the time which leads up to the Messiah’s return. 

Many of the same pre-tribulationists who say that pre-
tribulationism stimulates an urgency to spread the gospel, may 
say that post-tribulationism does not stimulate such an urgency 
and encourages spiritual laxness. I would have to consider this 
impossible, especially as we consider the fact that if Believers are 
to go through the Tribulation period, some may have to be 
horrifically martyred for the faith. This certainly does not 
sound like spiritual laxness! The unpopular reality of possibly 
being martyred is not something that most pre-tribulationists 
readily think about, emphasize, or even discuss in their 
teachings. 

 

THE DOCTRINE OF IMMINENCE 
Pre- and post-tribulationists are in agreement that Yeshua 

the Messiah (Jesus Christ) will return before the start of the 
Millennium, and so they are both classified as pre-millennialists. 
The pre-tribulation rapture position is the pre-millennial view 
which advocates the idea that the Messiah can return at any 
moment for the corporate body of Believers, whereas those who 
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are post-tribulational are of the position that various, definitive 
events have to precede it. Pre-tribulationism is frequently based 
in what has been called the doctrine of imminence, with support 
provided from the Messiah’s statement, “But of that day and 
hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, 
but the Father alone” (Matthew 24:36; cf. Mark 13:32). If one does 
not know the exact time of the Messiah’s return, then it should 
be expected to occur at any time. 

No human being, no angel, or even the Son Himself, knows 
the exact time of the Messiah’s return. Such information is 
known exclusively by God the Father, being withheld from 
mortal view, and is also directly related to the Son’s obvious 
obedience and willful submission to His Father (cf. Acts 1:7; 
Philippians 2:6, Grk.). However, the Messiah specifically spoke 
“concerning that day and hour [which] no one knows” (ESV), 
simply implying that no one will know the day or the hour,34 but 
not that a person cannot know the general season or window of 
His return. 

Is there justifiable proof to conclude that the Messiah can 
return at any moment? No. All the Lord says is that no one, save 
God the Father, will know the exact time of the Messiah’s return. 
God’s people are to be aware of anticipated things which are to 
precede His return. This is even confirmed by many pre-
tribulationists, ironically enough, as Jack Van Impe states, 
“Though we will never know the precise day or hour (Matthew 
24:36), we can know God’s approximate schedule.”35 This is 
perplexing, as most pre-tribulationists use Matthew 24:36, Mark 
12:32, and possibly other texts, to conclude that the Messiah can 
return at any moment, not that people can know the Lord’s 
“approximate schedule.” 

Many pre-tribulationists will claim that those living during 
the Great Tribulation will know when the Messiah returns at its 
end, because Daniel 12:11 attests, “From the time that the regular 
sacrifice is abolished and the abomination of desolation is set up, 
there will be 1,290 days.” It is said that all one needs to do is count 
these 1,290 days from the Abomination of Desolation until the 
appearing of Yeshua at the Battle of Armageddon. So, their 
position of the Messiah coming for the saints in a pre-tribulation 
rapture must be correct. But is this truly the case? 

 
34 Grk. tēs hēmeras…kai hōras. 
35 Van Impe, 59. 
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Prior to the Lord’s appearing, a great darkness is going to 
engulf the Earth. Revelation 9:1-6 tells us that something is going 
to hit Earth and that great smoke is going to blanket the planet. 
Some kind of “locust” creatures will come forth to torment 
people, but this will only take place for a period of five months: 

“Then the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star from heaven 
which had fallen to the earth; and the key of the bottomless pit 
was given to him. He opened the bottomless pit, and smoke went 
up out of the pit, like the smoke of a great furnace; and the sun 
and the air were darkened by the smoke of the pit. Then out of 
the smoke came locusts upon the earth, and power was given 
them, as the scorpions of the earth have power. They were told 
not to hurt the grass of the earth, nor any green thing, nor any 
tree, but only the men who do not have the seal of God on their 
foreheads. And they were not permitted to kill anyone, but to 
torment for five months; and their torment was like the torment 
of a scorpion when it stings a man. And in those days men will 
seek death and will not find it; they will long to die, and death 
flees from them.” 

These “locust” creatures—whatever they may be, or whatever 
they represent—will have free reign to torment people during 
these five months of darkness. Further descriptions of this time 
of almost total darkness appear in Revelation and the Book of 
Joel. In Revelation 6:12, the Apostle John states, “I looked when 
He broke the sixth seal, and there was a great earthquake; and 
the sun became black as sackcloth made of hair, and the whole 
moon became like blood.” This parallels the prophecies of Joel. 
Joel says that “The sun will be turned into darkness and the 
moon into blood before the great and awesome day of the LORD 
comes” (Joel 2:31). Describing the severity of this darkness, he 
proclaims that “The sun and moon grow dark and the stars lose 
their brightness” (Joel 3:15). 

These prophecies may very well describe the reality that a 
meteor or comet will hit the Earth, causing black clouds to 
engulf the atmosphere. A major side effect of this could be that 
Earth is thrown off of its axis, thus being responsible for any 
number of other great judgments that God will use to inflict 
further devastation. While the text tells us that this darkness will 
be in place for five months, we must consider the chance that 
individual days may be reduced in length to a shorter time is 
something to consider. This is because Yeshua says, “Unless the 
Lord had shortened those days, no life would have been saved; 
but for the sake of the elect, whom He chose, He shortened the 
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days” (Mark 13:30). While “five months” will occur—it may be an 
accelerated five months. And if individual days are shortened, it 
will be amazing to see how many people actually do survive! 

What this all means is that while we are given an exact 
number of days and months in the Scriptures, which lead up to 
the Second Coming, it does not mean that a person can “count 
down” until the exact time of the Lord’s Second Coming. The 
Messiah will return at a time which only the Father knows, quite 
possibly because the time for human beings living on Earth will 
have substantially changed. Even those with watches during the 
time of darkness may be unable to actually know what “day” it is, 
because Planet Earth may very well be thrown off its normal 
rotation in such a way that the “days” are shortened in length. 
How short they will become we can only speculate. Those living 
during this time will have to turn to God for their total 
provision, just as He preserved Ancient Israel during the 
darkness He inflicted upon the Egyptians. 

Is the doctrine of imminence Biblically valid? Can the 
Messiah return at any moment? The Scriptures do not support 
imminence, nor can the Messiah return for all Believers at any 
moment. There are other factors that we should consider, like 
Earth being thrown off its axis and days being shortened in 
length, that many pre-tribulationists do not even think to 
consider. There are other ways—other than there being a pre-
tribulation rapture—which account for us not being able to 
know the exact time of the Messiah’s return. 

 

THREE THINGS THAT MUST HAPPEN 
BEFORE THE MESSIAH’S RETURN 

There are three specific events which must precede the 
return of the Messiah. One of the major reasons why the Apostle 
Paul had to write the letters of 1&2 Thessalonians was to counter 
the false claim that the Messiah was soon returning, or that the 
Day of the Lord was imminently at hand. People were likely 
forging letters in his name, or reporting oral stories in his name, 
claiming that the Last Days were taking place. Paul responded to 
much of what was going on, with the following words: 

“Now we request you, brethren, with regard to the coming of 
our Lord Yeshua the Messiah and our gathering together to Him, 
that you not be quickly shaken from your composure or be 
disturbed either by a spirit or a message or a letter as if from us, 
to the effect that the day of the Lord has come. Let no one in any 
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way deceive you, for it will not come unless the apostasy comes 
first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of 
destruction” (2 Thessalonians 2:1-3). 

The Apostle Paul himself details two of the events which 
must precede the return of the Messiah: 

1. The apostasy, a spiritual defection from and/or a 
rejection of the faith 

2. The revealing of the antimessiah/antichrist 
Can Yeshua return at any moment? No. Paul wrote 

concerning a specific situation where people thought the end 
was at hand and that Yeshua could come at any time. He 
reassured the Thessalonicans that these two events must precede 
the Second Coming. They still have not taken place even at our 
present time—in spite of the claims of anyone—pre-trib or post-
trib. 

It is important to note that there is a false teaching which is 
prevalent among many pre-tribulationists concerning the 
prophesied apostasy from the faith. Many interpret Paul’s 
admonition, “for that day shall not come, except there come a 
falling away first” (2 Thessalonians 2:3, KJV), as actually being the 
rapture. The textbook Book of Revelation, Church History, and 
Things to Come, published by Pensacola Christian College, 
actually states that “the Greek word translated ‘falling away’ 
means ‘departure, or going out,’ similar to our word exit; it 
refers to the rapture.”36 2 Thessalonians 2:3 is given as support 
for the pre-tribulation rapture. 

What this textbook fails to do is actually state what this 
“Greek word” actually is, which is apostasia. The Liddell-Scott 
lexicon, primarily concerned with classical-period Greek, 
defines it as “defection.”37 BDAG says that it means “defiance of 
established system or authority, rebellion, abandonment, 
breach of faith.”38 Apostasia is the root for our English word 
“apostasy,” which itself means a rejection of or standing away 
from the faith. “Rebellion” is possibly another understanding, as 
the NIV renders 2 Thessalonians 2:3 with “that day will not come 
until the rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is 
revealed.”39 

 
36 Beka Horton, Book of Revelation, Church History, and Things to Come 

(Pensacola: Pensacola Christian College, 1993), 196. 
37 LS, 107. 
38 BDAG, 120. 
39 Other notable usages of apostasia appear in Joshua 22:22; 2 Chronicles 

29:19; and Jeremiah 2:19, and 1 Maccabees 2:15 in the Septuagint, and notably in 
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We must consider the fact that most modern Bible versions 
are translated by pre-tribulationists, or at least have a significant 
number of pre-tribulationists on the translation committees. If 
“departure” were a legitimate rendering of apostasia, then it 
would be employed as such. 

None of the modern English Bible versions render apostasia 
with anything close to “departure” in 2 Thessalonians 2:3. The 
Contemporary English Version has, “But don't be fooled! People 
will rebel against God. Then before the Lord returns, the wicked 
one who is doomed to be destroyed will appear,” and the New 
Living Translation renders it with “that day will not come until 
there is a great rebellion against God and the man of lawlessness 
is revealed.” The terms “rebel against” (CEV) or “great rebellion” 
(NLT), are a far cry from a “departure” construed to be the pre-
tribulation rapture. 

Even the 1890 Darby Bible, translated by John Nelson Darby, 
the principal founder of modern-day dispensationalism and 
largely responsible for popularizing the pre-tribulation rapture, 
renders this verse with apostasy: “Let not any one deceive you in 
any manner, because it will not be unless the apostasy have first 
come, and the man of sin have been revealed, the son of 
perdition.” 

The third major event which must occur is given by the 
Messiah Himself in His Olivet Discourse on the Last Days, 
among a host of other events for His followers to look for prior 
to His return. The primary event He warned about is the 
Abomination of Desolation: 

“Therefore when you see the ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION 
which was spoken of through Daniel the prophet, standing in the 
holy place (let the reader understand), then those who are in 
Judea must flee to the mountains. Whoever is on the housetop 
must not go down to get the things out that are in his house. 
Whoever is in the field must not turn back to get his cloak” 
(Matthew 24:15-18; cf. Daniel 9:27). 

At the Abomination of Desolation, the antimessiah/antichrist 
will proclaim himself to be “the true god,” and the false prophet 
will erect an image of him in a restablished Temple that has the 
power to speak. The Apostle Paul wrote about this after 
describing the apostasy, and the Apostle John provides 
additional testimony to it in the Book of Revelation: 

 
Acts 21:21 where Paul is falsely accused of teaching the Jews to “forsake Moses” 
(Grk. apostasian...apo Mōuseōs). 
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“Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will not come unless 
the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is 
revealed, the son of destruction, who opposes and exalts 
himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that 
he takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself as 
being God” (2 Thessalonians 2:3-4). 
 
“And it was given to him to give breath to the image of the 
beast, so that the image of the beast would even speak and 
cause as many as do not worship the image of the beast to be 
killed” (Revelation 13:15). 
 
It is only after the Abomination of Desolation, when the 

return of the Messiah can even occur. We have yet to see this take 
place today. No Temple has been rebuilt in Jerusalem where the 
Abomination can take place. (There is not even an operating 
Tabernacle tent structure, like the Israelites had in the wilderness 
and which operated in Jerusalem until the time of King 
Solomon, which should be minimally expected as necessary for 
the Abomination of Desolation to occur.) While it can be argued 
that apostasy has always been a negative spiritual force to 
contend with, we have not seen a concentrated worldwide 
rebellion against and rejection of God as the Scriptures describe. 
After the Abomination of Desolation takes place, we then see the 
return of the Messiah occurring “Immediately after the suffering 
of those days” (Matthew 24:29, NRSV). The Messiah’s return will 
take place at the end of the Tribulation period, and there are 
certain events for Believers to look out for, which have yet to 
take place, which must precede it. 

Three events must precede the Second Coming: (1) the 
apostasy, (2) the revealing of the antimessiah, and (3) the 
Abomination of Desolation. Can the Messiah return at any 
moment? No. Are any of these things in place to possibly occur 
in our lifetimes? We will have to wait and see, and remain 
patient and faithful to the ministry work and tasks that God has 
called each one of us to do in the meantime. 

 

TRULY READY OR ASLEEP? 
Many pre-tribulationists claim that they are “ready at all 

times” for the return of the Messiah. Many of them probably 
think they are. But are they really? Are any of us really ready for the 
return of the Messiah, and the changes it will bring to the Earth? 
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Many who believe in the pre-tribulation rapture say, “I expect 
the Lord to come as a thief in the night, just as He said.” 

Yeshua the Messiah did indeed say He would come like a 
thief, but is He “coming as a thief” for those who are His own 
and know Him as their Lord and Savior? The Messiah 
specifically warned, “But be sure of this, that if the head of the 
house had known at what time of the night the thief was coming, 
he would have been on the alert and would not have allowed his 
house to be broken into” (Matthew 24:43). 

Why did the Lord compare His return to an unexpected break-
in? He clearly tells His Disciples, “Remember, if the householder 
had known of what time of night the burglar was coming, he 
would have kept awake and not have let his house be broken 
into” (NEB). The context of this passage indicates that the 
Messiah returning like a thief or burglar, and is an admonition to 
His followers to remain spiritually alert. The Apostle Paul 
reemphasizes this in 1 Thessalonians 5:2-4: 

“For you yourselves know full well that the day of the Lord 
will come just like a thief in the night. While they are saying, 
‘Peace and safety!’ then destruction will come upon them 
suddenly like labor pains upon a woman with child, and they 
will not escape. But you, brethren, are not in darkness, that the 
day would overtake you like a thief.” 

One of the primary admonitions of the Bible is not to be 
overtaken as a thief. Many pre-tribulationists are of the impression 
that if they simply “wait unexpectedly” for the Lord to return 
that everything “will work out just fine.” I was told by many of 
my Christian friends in high school and college (1996-2001), that 
they thought the Messiah would return unexpectedly for them 
like one “big surprise party.” But this is not what the Bible tells 
His followers. 1 Thessalonians 5:2 says that Believers “are not in 
the dark” (HCSB), because they have been warned in advance 
what to expect. Should we be going about our day-to-day lives 
with absolutely no comprehension of what the Scriptures tell us 
about the Last Days or Second Coming? No. In fact, as Yeshua 
told the assembly at Sardis, “remember what you have received 
and heard; and keep it, and repent. Therefore if you do not wake 
up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour I 
will come to you” (Revelation 3:3). 

Yeshua is returning like a thief in the night. He is coming 
unexpectedly like a burglar for those who are not on guard, alert, 
and aware of the signs of the times. The Messiah issues a strong 
warning in Revelation 16:15: “Behold, I am coming like a thief. 
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Blessed is the one who stays awake and keeps his clothes, so that 
he will not walk about naked and men will not see his shame.” 
Do you want this to happen to you? Do you want to stand 
“shamefully exposed” (NIV) before the Son of God? Surely not. 

As born again Believers, our call is not to be asleep, but to be 
on guard at all times as to the coming of the Messiah. This not 
only concerns “the rapture”; we can each individually die in the 
next moment, and find ourselves in either Heaven—or in Hell. 
Because we can each enter into another dimension at any 
moment, we need not treat the return of the Messiah as being 
unimportant, either, as many pre-tribulationists—at least 
unconsciously—do. Furthermore, we are to be aware of the signs 
of the times so that when He does return, we are on watch and 
alert. 

 

LEFT BEHIND OR TAKEN AWAY TO JUDGMENT? 
The Left Behind prophecy fiction series by authors Jerry 

Jenkins and Tim LaHaye has helped promote the popular pre-
tribulational notion, “Will you be left behind?” As we have 
already seen, the Messiah cannot return at any moment, as there 
must be three main events which precede His coming: the 
apostasy, the revealing of the antimessiah/antichrist, and the 
Abomination of Desolation. 

So what is the issue with being “left behind”? 
There will be a “rapture,” as it is commonly called, or more 

accurately a gathering of the saints into the clouds to meet the 
Messiah at His return. Regardless of your view, there will be a 
translation and transformation of all the righteous from Planet 
Earth to meet the Lord in the clouds. When it happens is the 
issue that we are debating. 

There will be people who remain or are “left behind,” so to 
speak, after this gathering occurs. However, the term “left 
behind” as popularly viewed, invokes some very serious 
concerns. We need to review the Scripture passages where this 
popular phrase is derived. It begins with Yeshua comparing the 
time period prior to His return to the Noahadic Flood of Genesis 
chs. 6-8: 

“For the coming of the Son of Man will be just like the days 
of Noah. For as in those days before the flood they were eating 
and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day 
that Noah entered the ark, and they did not understand until the 
flood came and took them all away; so will the coming of the 
Son of Man be” (Matthew 24:37-39). 
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Here, Yeshua describes the days of Noah. He says “the people 
were enjoying banquets and parties and weddings right up to the 
time Noah entered his boat” (NLT). When the Flood came it 
“swept them all away” (RSV). 

The Greek verb often translated as “took” in this passage is 
airō, which means “carry away, remove” (BDAG).40 The 
understanding of something being carried away or removed is 
contingent entirely by context, here indicative of people being 
swept away as in Noah’s Flood. Thayer notes that airō can mean 
“to take from among the living, either by a natural death…or by 
violence.”41 We see it used in John 15:2 describing the branches 
that are cut off by the Lord because they did not bear any fruit: 
“Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away 
[airō]; and every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it so that it 
may bear more fruit.” 

Using Noah’s Flood as a comparison, the Messiah spoke of a 
group of people who will be taken or swept away. The people 
who were not in Noah’s Ark were taken away—they were killed 
by the floodwaters. They were not “raptured up” to meet the 
Lord in the air as some might like to think. The Flood certainly 
took them away—they were swept away by violence. Just read 
the Noahadic Flood account of Genesis chs. 6-8, which gives us 
the first theology of judgment seen in the Scriptures.42 

Yeshua continues, describing in Matthew 24:40-41 that prior 
to His return, there will be people taken and that there will be 
people left behind: 

“Then there will be two men in the field; one will be taken 
and one will be left. Two women will be grinding at the mill; one 
will be taken and one will be left.” 

In context this is not speaking of people being taken up to 
meet the Lord. Rather, the Messiah is explaining how there will 
be people killed up to the time of His return. Some object, 
because a different Greek verb is used in vs. 40-41 for “taken,” 
paralambanō, which YLT renders as “received.” This verb actually 
has a variety of possible meanings, notably “to take into close 
association, take (to oneself), take with/along” (BDAG).43 Each 
one of the possible meanings of paralambanō as seen in Scripture 

 
40 BDAG, 28. 
41 Thayer, 17. 
42 Consult the author’s article “Encountering Mythology: A Case Study from 

the Flood Narratives,” for a comparison and contrast between the Flood of 
Genesis chs. 6-8 and the Babylonian Gilgamesh Epic. 

43 BDAG, 767. 
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must be considered in context, and notably not every usage in 
the Biblical text is necessarily positive. It is used in Yeshua’s 
description of a person who is delivered from a demon, but 
because he or she failed to spiritually rectify things, the demon is 
allowed re-entry taking seven more evil spirits with it: 

“Then it goes and takes along [paralambanō] seven other 
spirits more evil than itself, and they go in and live there; and 
the last state of that man becomes worse than the first” (Luke 
11:26). 

Even though it is common to interpret the phrase “one will 
be taken, one will be left” as meaning that those taken are “taken 
up” to Heaven, being “taken” does not always have positive 
meanings. Vine says that one possible usage of paralambanō 
regards “the removal of persons from the earth in judgment, 
when ‘the Son of Man is revealed.’”44 This would concur with the 
context of the Messiah’s return being like the time of Noah as he 
entered into the ark—and those “taken” are taken to judgment. 
AMG confirms these conclusions: 

“[I]n these verses, those who are taken are not to be 
misconstrued as those whom the Lord favors, as if they were the 
same saints spoken of in 1 Thes. 4:17 who will be raptured...to 
meet the Lord in the clouds. The verb paralambánō in most cases 
indicates a demonstration in favor of the one taken, but not 
always...It is used to refer to those in the days of Noah who were 
taken away, not being favored but being punished, while Noah 
and his family were left intact. Therefore, in this 
passage...paralambánō must not be equated to the believers who 
are to be raptured at the coming of the Lord for His saints. It 
refers rather to those who, as in the days of Noah, are taken away 
to destruction.”45 

This is quite different than the verb analambanō, which 
means, “to take up, take into one's hands” (LS)46 or “to lift up and 
carry away, take up” (BDAG).47 Luke employed this verb in his 
introduction to the Book of Acts, describing Yeshua being taken 
into the clouds: 

“The first account I composed, Theophilus, about all that 
Yeshua began to do and teach, until the day when He was taken 

 
44 Vine, 1117. 
45 Spiros Zodhiates, ed., Complete Word Study Dictionary: New Testament 

(Chattanooga: AMG Publishers, 1993), 1108. 
46 LS, 57. 
47 BDAG, 66. 
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up [analambanō] to heaven, after He had by the Holy Spirit given 
orders to the apostles whom He had chosen” (Acts 1:1-2). 

Concurrent with this, Hosea prophesied that “the sons of 
Judah and the sons of Israel will be gathered together, and they 
will appoint for themselves one leader, and they will go up from 
the land, for great will be the day of Jezreel” (Hosea 1:11). This 
speaks to not only the restoration of Israel in the Last Days, but 
with it resolution to the Divided Kingdom which emerged 
following the death of Solomon. We should all agree that the 
“one head” (RSV; Heb. rosh echad; Grk. LXX archēn mian) being 
referred to, is the Messiah Himself, to be formally acknowledged 
as ruler of Israel. But why does this verse say that they “will 
ascend from the land” (ATS)? What does this mean? 

The Hebrew verb translated “will go up” is alah. In the Qal 
stem (simple action, active voice) alah means “go up, ascend,” 
and can also mean, “climb” (CHALOT).48 When Israel is fully 
reunited and restored prior to the Second Coming (cf. Romans 
11:25-27), is Hosea 1:11 possibly referring of the gathering of the 
saints into the clouds to meet Yeshua? I believe that the evidence 
is strongly in favor of this. It is important that I point out how 
the clause v’alu min-ha’eretz is rendered as kai anabēsontai ek tēs gēs 
in the Septuagint, with anabainō possibly meaning “to go up, move 
to a higher place, ascend” (Thayer).49 Only at the moment when the 
restoration of Israel anticipated truly consummates, will the 
Messiah then be ready to return. 

The Greek verb often translated “left” in Matthew 24:40-41, is 
aphiēmi, and it too has a variety of possible applications, each 
contingent on context. Two notable meanings include “to send 
away, let go, loose, set free” and “to leave alone, give up, let pass, 
neglect” (LS).50 What this could mean is that those who are 
“left”—those who are not “taken”—are simply “left alone.” Some 
think that those “left alone” at the Second Coming are mortals 
who enter into Yeshua’s Millennial Kingdom to repopulate the 
world. Others think that this is a reference to Believers whom 
the Lord pays no attention to when He issues this judgment on 
the world. Comparing this to the Noahadic Flood, it would mean 
that when the sinners who were not in the Ark were “taken 
away,” those “left” were Noah and his family. 

 
48 CHALOT, 273. 
49 Thayer, 35. 
50 LS, 138. 
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The understanding of paralambanō of being taken to 
judgment does much better justice to what is communicated. 
These passages in Matthew are not speaking of “the rapture.” 
Luke’s account makes it even clearer, as the Disciples asked 
Yeshua where those taken will be taken to: 

“‘I tell you, on that night there will be two in one bed; one 
will be taken and the other will be left. There will be two women 
grinding at the same place; one will be taken and the other will 
be left. Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other 
will be left.’ And answering they said to Him, ‘Where, Lord?’ And 
He said to them, ‘Where the body is, there also the vultures will 
be gathered’” (Luke 17:34-37).51 

The view of sinners being taken to judgment is solidified 
with the parallel admonition in Matthew 24:28: “Wherever the 
corpse is, there the vultures will gather.” One only needs to 
review the Book of Revelation and other prophetic passages to 
understand that many will die in the Last Days, and indeed 
ravenous birds of prey will gather themselves around dead 
carcasses (Isaiah 34:3; Jeremiah 12:9; Ezekiel 39:17-18; Habakkuk 
1:8; Revelation 19:17, 21). Yeshua says that if His followers do not 
want to be taken or swept away in the judgment that is coming, 
that they are to keep watch and be alert: 

“Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day 
your Lord is coming. But know this, that if the master of the 
house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, 
he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be 
broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of 
Man is coming at an hour you do not expect” (Matthew 24:42-44, 
ESV). 

The Lord admonishes His followers to be on the alert, 
because no one will know the exact time of His return. The 
Messiah explains how His return will come like a thief—or a 
burglar—entering into a house for those who are not on guard. 
Although people will remain on Earth after the gathering of the 
saints, the phrase “left behind” speaks of people who are not 
taken away or killed during the time of judgment that will come, 
who do not allow themselves to be swept away because they 
were more concerned with their menial lives. It speaks of people 
who endure to the end.52 

 
51 The same Greek verbs used in Matthew 24:35-37 for “taken” and “left,” 

paralambanō and aphiēmi, are likewise used in this passage. 
52 The issue of “taken” and “left” is discussed in greater detail in Appendix A: 

“Is Being ‘Taken’ Always a Good Thing?” 
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WHAT WE SHOULD NOT BE DOING 
Continuing in Matthew 24, Yeshua gives His followers a 

perfect example of what they should not be doing in His parable 
of the evil slave: 

“Who then is the faithful and sensible slave whom his master 
put in charge of his household to give them their food at the 
proper time? Blessed is that slave whom his master finds so 
doing when he comes” (Matthew 24:45-46). 

The Messiah plainly states, “Blessed is that slave whom his 
master will find at work when he arrives” (NRSV). Each one of us 
as a Believer in Yeshua is to be a servant or slave totally 
dedicated to Him, and we are to be diligent in our service to 
Him. The Lord expects each one of us to be obedient to His will 
prior to His return. Unfortunately, personal experience has 
taught me that this is not always the attitude among some pre-
tribulationists who believe that the Messiah can return at any 
moment. Yeshua’s next words issue a very strong warning to 
people who are not faithful to the work He has assigned them: 

“Truly I say to you that he will put him in charge of all his 
possessions. But if that evil slave says in his heart, ‘My master is 
not coming for a long time,’ and begins to beat his fellow slaves 
and eat and drink with drunkards…” (Matthew 24:47-49). 

The Lord speaks of the “wicked slave [who] says to himself, 
‘My master is delayed’” (NRSV) or “My master is staying away a 
long time” (NIV). When we consider this, we are forced to ask if 
this is the attitude of some pre-tribulationists. Do some put 
important spiritual matters aside because they think the Lord 
can return at any moment? According to some pre-
tribulationists I have encountered, the Messiah would never 
return to “ruin their plans,” in reference of course to their lives. 
The Messiah would never make them endure anything difficult 
prior to His return. Yeshua tells anyone with these attitudes, “He 
who loves his life loses it, and he who hates his life in this world 
will keep it to life eternal” (John 12:25). 

Anyone who considers personal plans to be superior to the 
will and plan of God is violating the First Commandment. The 
First Commandment says “I am the LORD your God, who 
brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 
You shall have no other gods before Me” (Exodus 20:2-3; cf. 
Deuteronomy 5:7). The cause of most disobedience to the Lord 
is because God is not the first priority in peoples’ lives. Many 
people place themselves ahead of God, by making their personal 
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plans more important to God’s plans. Furthermore, they violate 
the First Commandment by forgetting that just as God was 
powerful enough to lead Ancient Israel out of bondage in 
Egypt—so is He just as powerful to lead His people through the 
Tribulation period. 

Yeshua continues, saying that the evil slave will “eat and 
drink with drunkards” (Matthew 24:49). This pictures an 
individual on the verge of denying saving faith, or at least 
severely backsliding. We must always be on alert and doing our 
Father’s business in the world, rather than slacking off, somehow 
expecting our Master to come in the distant future and “ruin our 
plans.” The Apostle Paul admonished the Corinthians to 
“Become sober-minded as you ought, and stop sinning; for some 
have no knowledge of God. I speak this to your shame” (1 
Corinthians 15:34). If various people do not “Wake up from 
[their] drunken stupor” (ESV) as sinners, then God’s judgment 
upon them is inevitable. The Messiah says that those who are led 
into sin, and are not conscious of Him coming, will be judged 
eternally—because He comes at a time least expected: 

“[T]he master of that slave will come on a day when he does 
not expect him and at an hour which he does not know, and will 
cut him in pieces and assign him a place with the hypocrites; in 
that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth” (Matthew 
24:50-51). 

Yeshua concludes this parable by saying that “the master will 
return unannounced and unexpected” (NLT). We see no 
implication here that His followers should be on the “un-alert” as 
to His return. The fate of the evil slave is not a good one. Yeshua 
says that He “will punish him [cut him up by scourging] and put 
him with the pretenders (hypocrites)” (Amplified Bible). The 
sinner who is unaware of the Master’s return will suffer eternal 
punishment. 

Many pre-tribulationists do not compare to the level of the 
“evil slave,” as they are sincere Believers and are serving the 
Lord to the best of their ability. But likewise, many who believe 
in the pre-tribulation rapture are not as sincere in their faith as 
they should be. How many go about thinking that they can put 
spiritual matters off because Yeshua will not return for a “very 
long time”? Although the converse of this is believing that the 
“end is tomorrow” or that “it’s coming down” at any moment—
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which is equally wrong and has its own problems53—there must 
be a balance of daily spiritual living and growth with the 
knowledge that the Messiah will return, and that each day brings 
us closer to His return. We must be aware of the times in which 
we are living, and be about the work that the Lord has assigned 
to each of us. 

 

WHAT WE SHOULD BE DOING 
What should we be doing? If we are Believers, we are to be 

about our Father’s business—and that is to do all we can to see 
His Kingdom restored on Earth. This can only happen through 
the restoration of individuals via the proclamation of the gospel, 
and then their being discipled in His Word, so their relationship 
with Him can properly develop. (For today’s emerging Messianic 
movement, this presents many challenges, given the unique 
needs of both Jewish and non-Jewish Believers, and the strengths 
and weaknesses which we have all inherited from Judaism and 
Christianity.) 

We take additional insight concerning being about what the 
Father wants His people to do, from another critical parable of 
Yeshua’s, the parable of the talents: 

“For it is just like a man about to go on a journey, who called 
his own slaves and entrusted his possessions to them. To one he 
gave five talents, to another, two, and to another, one, each 
according to his own ability; and he went on his journey” 
(Matthew 25:14-15). 

This parable adequately describes that when Yeshua left 
Planet Earth, He entrusted His followers with the Holy Spirit. 
Each person has been granted certain tools and resources to use 
for God’s glory,54 to be employed in the individual tasks and 
callings one has: 

“Immediately the one who had received the five talents went 
and traded with them, and gained five more talents. In the same 
manner the one who had received the two talents gained two 
more. But he who received the one talent went away, and dug a 
hole in the ground and hid his master's money. Now after a long 
time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with 

 
53 For a further discussion of these problems, consult Appendix B: 

“Millennium Madness or Prophecy Awareness?” 
54 Please do note that in the Biblical context, a “talent” is a particular measure 

or weight of a precious metal such as gold or silver. Yet, the comparison to 
someone’s actual abilities, skills, or talents is appropriate. 
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them. The one who had received the five talents came up and 
brought five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you entrusted five 
talents to me. See, I have gained five more talents’” (Matthew 
25:16-20). 

Yeshua describes how each faithful servant invests his talents 
and uses them for the Master’s benefit. The Master later rewards 
them: 

“His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful slave. 
You were faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of 
many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ Also the one 
who had received the two talents came up and said, ‘Master, you 
entrusted two talents to me. See, I have gained two more talents.’ 
His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful slave. You 
were faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of many 
things; enter into the joy of your master’” (Matthew 25:21-23). 

The ones who invest what the Master gave them are 
rewarded accordingly, but some chose not to use what they were 
given. Yeshua describes what the Master will do to this person: 

“And the one also who had received the one talent came up 
and said, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where 
you did not sow and gathering where you scattered no seed. And 
I was afraid, and went away and hid your talent in the ground. 
See, you have what is yours.’ But his master answered and said to 
him, ‘You wicked, lazy slave, you knew that I reap where I did 
not sow and gather where I scattered no seed. Then you ought to 
have put my money in the bank, and on my arrival I would have 
received my money back with interest. Therefore take away the 
talent from him, and give it to the one who has the ten talents’” 
(Matthew 25:24-28). 

The servant who did nothing with his talent and buried it in 
the ground, has his talent taken away from him and it is given to 
the one who had ten. He is judged no differently than the evil 
slave who thought the Master was not coming, or has delayed 
His coming: 

“For to everyone who has, more shall be given, and he will 
have an abundance; but from the one who does not have, even 
what he does have shall be taken away. Throw out the worthless 
slave into the outer darkness; in that place there will be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth” (Matthew 25:29-30). 

God expects the best out of every one of us. He has given us 
great responsibilities and tasks to perform before the Messiah’s 
return. Many of these things regard our spiritual service to 
others, to make sure that they have the proper relationship with 
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Him. Yeshua concludes this parable by telling us the slave who 
buried or did not use his talent is cast into Hell. Do you truly 
want to be caught unaware of the time of the Messiah’s return? 
Do you want to be guilty of not using your resources for God’s 
glory? If not, then it is time for you to get to work. 

Before His ascension into Heaven, the Messiah told His 
followers exactly what to do. He told them to go into the world 
and tell people of the good news of salvation in Him. We are to 
then see that these people are made into disciples, by being 
taught and trained from God’s Word (Matthew 28:18-20). Are all 
pre-tribulationists “slacking off” because they believe the Lord 
can return at any moment? No. Many are indeed doing the best they 
can out of expediency. But many others are not, and we need to 
understand quite clearly that the Bible does not support pre-
tribulationism. We need to be prepared to endure for our faith, 
and if possible, even die for it—something that pre-
tribulationists, whether serious ones or not, often do not 
emphasize. 

Experience has taught me that not all pre-tribulationists are 
trying to fulfill the Great Commission and see God’s Kingdom 
come to this world. Many are not using their abilities to their 
fullest, and are burying them in the ground. Some, whether they 
realize it or not, are actually focusing on “eating and drinking 
with drunkards” (Matthew 24:49), in their own various ways, like 
the slave who will be thrown into darkness. The pre-tribulation 
rapture often leads people away from our Heavenly Father’s 
stated goal, about which the Disciples asked Yeshua (Acts 1:6): to 
restore the Kingdom to Israel. This not only includes the 
salvation of the Jewish people, but also will incorporate the 
righteous from the nations. 

 

THE SECOND COMING IN VIEW: 
TIME IS SHORT(ER) 

Technically speaking, the Last Days began two millennia ago 
with the Apostle Peter’s proclamation at Shavout/Pentecost, with 
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, that “in the last days it shall 
be” (Acts 2:17, RSV).55 We all need to be aware of the signs of our 
times and not become lax in regard to the Messiah’s return. 
Equally so, we know that certain events must Biblically precede 

 
55 This is discussed further in Chapter 9, “What Happened to Our 

Eschatology?” 
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the Second Coming. Yeshua the Messiah is not going to return 
tomorrow. The prophesied apostasy, revealing of the 
antimessiah, and Abomination of Desolation in a rebuilt Temple 
in Jerusalem, have presently not occurred. 

We are each called not to be like the evil slave who says, “the 
master won't return until late,” and then goes “and eats and 
drinks with people who are drunk” (Matthew 24:48, CEV). 
Yeshua says that the person with this attitude will experience 
condemnation. Is this the attitude of some holding to a pre-
tribulational rapture view? Unfortunately yes. Are some people 
“eating, drinking, and being merry for tomorrow they may be 
raptured”? Again, unfortunately yes. 

The only thing we can do about such people is pray that they 
are able to see that the return of the Messiah is a serious affair, 
and that they can be used by the Lord to diligently perform His 
work and not be caught unaware. There is a great deal to do, as 
we fine tune our understanding regarding the specifics of the 
Second Coming, focus our attention on declaring “the gospel of 
the kingdom” (Matthew 24:14), and even more so probe the 
different dynamics of the restoration “of the kingdom to Israel” 
(Acts 1:6). 
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