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THE TIME TO COME 
The Messiah has been crucified, has risen, and will come again! 
Amein! Such is the hallmark of our faith. If we believe that 
Yeshua (Jesus)1 is the Redeemer, that He came to Earth in 
fulfillment of the Messianic prophecies of the Tanach (Old 
Testament), that He has taken away our sin through His sacrifice 
at Golgotha (Calvary), and has ascended to the right hand of the 
Father in Heaven—then we rightly believe that He will indeed 
return. The major question we are all left hanging with is: 

When will the Messiah return? 
The subject of the Messiah’s return is one of the most 

controversial in the religious world today. If we believe that 
Yeshua is the Savior, then hopefully we will believe His words 
and what He told us about how He would return. However, for 
some, taking the Messiah’s words as our instruction concerning 
His Second Coming is difficult. Unfortunately, there exists 
competing factions, views, and creeds across the theological 
spectrum. Each often has an agenda and something at stake 
when it comes to the return of the Messiah. While this is 
certainly true of much of today’s evangelical Christianity, even 
today’s broad Messianic movement is not immune to competing 
eschatological views and debates. 

Many believe that the Messiah can return at any moment, 
but ignore other Scripture passages which speak of something 
else taking place. What does the Bible say about the end-times? 
How are we to view eschatology from a distinct Messianic 
perspective? These are the questions which we need to be 

 
1 Yeshua is the original Hebrew name of the Messiah meaning “He is 

Salvation” (Matthew 1:21). Jesus is the English derivation of Iēsous, the Greek 
transliteration of Yeshua. 



WHEN WILL THE MESSIAH RETURN? 

  

 

2 

seriously contemplating, as we collect our thoughts, and are 
presented with the critical concepts and ideas surrounding the 
Messiah’s return. 

 

A FUTURE EVENT 
It is quite obvious that when any of us, wherever we live, look 

outside and see the condition of the world—that the Messiah has 
not yet returned. We live in a world of complete and total 
injustice, hatred, bigotry, oppression, inopportunity for too 
many of the oppressed, poverty, and various levels of 
deterioration. Natural disasters have always been present since 
our planet was formed by God multiplied millennia ago, and are 
widely a part of the ecosystem, being widely beyond human 
control—but humans have left a noticeable impact through their 
exploitation of the environment, various natural resources, and 
the defacement of far too many wonders of nature. Moral, 
ethical, political, and economic disasters are certainly things of 
our own making. These are the problems which affect the 
livelihood and attitudes of all human beings—and also affect 
whether people will turn to their Creator for the answers they 
seek, or widely reject Him and His ways (cf. Romans 1:17-23ff). 

For people who believe in the Holy Scriptures, we are 
convicted that things will unfortunately have to get worse, 
before they will get better. And with this, general world 
problems will lead to the foretold culmination of the end. The 
final years of humanity before the return of the Messiah are 
going to be very severe. Yeshua says that “there will be a great 
tribulation, such as has not occurred since the beginning of the 
world until now, nor ever will” (Matthew 24:21). He continues, 
saying, “Unless those days had been cut short, no life would have 
been saved; but for the sake of the elect those days will be cut 
short” (Matthew 24:22). Many have speculated about what 
Yeshua meant when He said that “no one would survive” (NIV) 
or “no flesh be saved” (KJV).2 We might consider that in light of 
other prophecies—as well as the modern-day proliferation of 
weapons of mass destruction—that if the Lord does not return, 
fallen humanity will inevitably annihilate itself, or at least 
irreparably harm itself, in one way or another. 

The end of the Book of Revelation concludes with Yeshua 
saying, “He who testifies to these things says, ‘Yes, I am coming 
soon’” (Revelation 22:20). Many faithful men and women have 

 
2 Grk. ouk an esōthē pasa sarx. 
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eagerly been waiting for the return of the Messiah for centuries. 
However, one’s definition of, or approach to, “soon,” is critical in 
evaluating many of the important aspects of when He will return. 

At His trial before the Sanhedrin, Yeshua the Messiah said 
that the next time that the leaders of Israel or the Jewish people 
would see Him, would be when He was decisively “SITTING AT 
THE RIGHT HAND OF POWER, and COMING ON THE CLOUDS OF 
HEAVEN” with great glory (Matthew 26:64; cf. Luke 22:69).3 
Appealing to the Son of Man theophany of Daniel 7:13-14, One 
of whom it is said, “to Him was given dominion, glory and a 
kingdom, that all the peoples, nations and men of every language 
might serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
which will not pass away,” was one of the major factors that saw 
Yeshua executed as a heretic—a definite claim to Divinity. This 
is a message of sure hope, as the dominion of Yeshua is one 
which is to envelop the whole Earth, and that all people and 
people groups are invited to acknowledge Him as the King of 
Kings. Unfortunately, in order to see the full dimensions of this 
take shape, many bad things are going to happen. 

The frequently discussed end-time aspects of the Bible 
among many contemporary Believers, include things like the 
rise of the antimessiah/antichrist, the figure of the false prophet, 
the mark of the beast, and world government. For many of those 
within today’s broad Messianic community, things surrounding 
Israel, the Jewish people, Israel’s restoration, and what exactly 
God intends to do with the emerging Messianic movement—
understandably have been discussed, considered, and even 
debated by many people. 

Following His crucifixion, Yeshua was buried for three days, 
and was then resurrected. After spending forty days with His 
Disciples, He ascended into Heaven.4 Prior to His ascension, the 
Disciples asked Him a most important question: “Lord, is it at 
this time You are restoring the kingdom to Israel?” (Acts 1:6). 
After He ascended, the angels present asked the Disciples, “Men 
of Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky? This Yeshua, 
who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in just 
the same way as you have watched Him go into heaven” (Acts 
1:11). 

 
3 Psalm 110:1; Daniel 7:13. 
4 Consult the author’s article “The Last Seder and Yeshua’s Passover 

Chronology,” appearing in the Messianic Spring Holiday Helper by Messianic 
Apologetics, for a discussion of these events. 
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While many are keen to notice that the Messiah will return in 
the clouds just as He was taken into the clouds, how many of 
today’s Christian Bible readers have overlooked the Disciples’ 
question of Israel’s restoration? Do we not have the 
responsibility of understanding that the focus of the end-times—
is not necessarily the rise of the beast, devastating natural 
disasters, and World War III (or even IV)—but instead seeing the 
Disciples’ question finally answered? How many important 
elements of this have we already witnessed in history, and how 
are there still some key components likely yet to be witnessed—
because they need to be fulfilled by a spiritually and 
theologically mature Messianic community? 

 

IT WILL NOT BE A SECRET EVENT 
Based on the words of the angels in Acts ch. 1, we need to 

know that when the Messiah does finally return, it will not be 
some sort of secret or hidden event, as so many Bible Believers 
likely expect it to be. Yeshua instructed His Disciples, “For just as 
the lightning comes from the east and flashes even to the west, 
so will the coming of the Son of Man be” (Matthew 24:27). He 
says that “it will be like lightning that flashes out of the east and 
fills the sky to the western horizon” (CJB). It will be an awesome 
sight to behold, and will instill an intense fear beyond belief in 
the enemies of God, as they face judgment (cf. 2 Thessalonians 
1:9). 

The Disciples were very perplexed by Yeshua leaving them, 
because they were expecting Him to restore the Kingdom to 
Israel, gather in all of the exiles of their people, and to proclaim 
the beginning of the Messianic Age—then in the First Century. 
Instead, Yeshua left them with the admonition that “It is not for 
you to know times or epochs which the Father has fixed by His 
own authority” (Acts 1:7). He reemphasized the promise He gave 
to them during His ministry, which is that the Helper would 
come to them when He was gone (John 15:26; Acts 1:8). This 
occurred ten days later when the Holy Spirit descended upon 
those gathered for Shavuot/Pentecost. 

Since these events almost 2,000 years ago, there has 
occurred what many in Christianity call “Church history.” For 
the past two millennia, there is no doubting the fact that a great 
many of Yeshua’s followers have been diligently fulfilling the 
Great Commission, making “disciples of all the nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the 
Holy Spirit,” hopefully instructing these disciples in the ways of 
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God, remembering that His presence is “with [us] always, even to 
the end of the age” (Matthew 28:18-20). Many over the centuries 
have experienced the elements of God’s Kingdom which can be 
legitimately captured among His people here on Earth via the 
presence of the Holy Spirit, and the genuine miracles and 
supernatural acts which accompany it. But we still have not seen 
His Kingdom fully consummated, along with the true justice and 
righteousness that only His personal rule from Jerusalem can 
provide. 

God’s people have been waiting for the past two millennia, 
but the Messiah has still not returned as He promised. In a 
period of great uncertainty and world unrest, we hear doubts 
from many people as to whether or not the Lord is ever coming 
back. The Apostle Peter wrote that in the Last Days many would 
ask the question, “Where is this ‘coming’ he promised?” (2 Peter 
3:4, NIV). We are not living in the Messianic Kingdom, nor is the 
world getting any better. And at one point, even many claiming 
Believers are likely going to express extreme doubts and denials 
about the Messiah’s return. 

In our time of global uncertainty, we need to acknowledge 
how many of the things which are prophesied in Holy Scripture, 
have started to develop and mature. But will they actually 
develop and mature at the speed and pace that we, as mortal 
people, would like to see them? How “fast” will the return of the 
Messiah really come about? Have any of us ever become impatient 
regarding the Second Coming? When we put ourselves in the 
position of our Eternal Heavenly Father, He undeniably sees the 
occurrence of time and the placement of events, from a much 
different perspective than we mere mortals do! So, might some 
of us need to not be as zealous in regard to the end-times as 
some others are—especially to avoid making poor life decisions 
with our families, and overstatements to those skeptical of the 
Bible and faith? There is a definite danger is directing one’s 
attention so much on the negative signs of the Last Days, that we 
forget how the end result is indeed the return of the Messiah 
Himself. 

 

THE TIME TO COME 
For the true Believer, the return of the Messiah is to be an 

exciting, yet sobering, event to ponder. We know that He is 
returning for His own and that He will come to establish His 
Kingdom—of which every person who has ever put his or her 
faith in Him will be a part. Yet we also know, as the Psalmist 
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proclaimed, “You shall break them with a rod of iron, You shall 
shatter them like earthenware” (Psalm 2:9). Similarly, the Apostle 
Paul said, “For this you know with certainty, that no immoral or 
impure person or covetous man, who is an idolater, has an 
inheritance in the kingdom of Messiah and God” (Ephesians 5:5). 
There will be those who not only do not partake of His 
Kingdom—whether it be during the Millennium or in the 
Eternal State—but are to be consigned to a place where there 
“will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”5 

The time to come is both exciting and terrifying. 
It is a mainstay of our faith that the Messiah will return. 

Indeed, an ancient declaration like the Apostles’ Creed stated, 
“he ascended into heaven and sitteth at the right hand of the 
Father whence he cometh to judge the living and the dead.”6 

Holding to such beliefs, however, is very controversial, 
especially as current world trends indicate a strong rise in 
religious “tolerance.” Whether you realize it or not, we who 
believe in Yeshua, advocate that He is returning to establish His 
Kingdom on this planet, and in so doing He will violently 
overthrow the governments of this world. Sometime in the 
future, those who will willingly give themselves over to the Devil 
will not only view Believers in Yeshua (Jesus) as “dangerous,” but 
it will likely be made illegal to hold to religious views where any 
group of people, which holds to eternal redemption being 
exclusive to their object of worship, will be viewed as intolerant 
and socially divisive. The main target will obviously be those 
who declare salvation as being exclusively provided by the 
Messiah of Israel (cf. John 14:16). 

We know that any attempts of the Adversary to stop the 
declaration of the good news—and surely stop or halt the 
Messiah’s return—will be in vain, just as they were when he had 
Herod kill the Jewish male babies in Bethlehem prior to His 
birth (like Pharaoh before him tried to stop Moses’ birth), and 
just as when he tried to stop His ministry by having Him 
executed on a Roman cross. But be rest assured, the Accuser will 
try to take as many with him to the Lake of Fire as possible, and 
he will use a wide variety of nefarious means to do so. A rise in 
deception and a denial of the God of the Bible will be a 

 
5 Matthew 8:12; 13:42, 50; 22:13; 24:51; 25:30; Luke 13:28. 
6 Henry Bettenson and Chris Maunder, eds., Documents of the Christian Church 

(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1999), 26. 
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component of the end-times, every bit as much as a rise of 
global warfare. 

For the past century or so, many projections and theories 
have been rampantly promoting the return of Yeshua. Many 
have rightly tried to declare a message of “Repent, for the Day of 
the LORD is at hand!” and have emphasized the eternal judgment 
which awaits those who refuse the message of salvation, 
regardless of when He returns on a specific timetable. Some 
have propagated a message of “doom and gloom” concerning 
the worst to befall Planet Earth, but have then been discredited 
due to false end-time projections, associated with either dates or 
events. And others have disseminated a message of a quick 
escape via a “rapture” to Heaven, prior to the horrors that are 
prophesied to befall the world. 

The Messianic movement today is helping to restore some 
vital, foundational truths to the faith. We are restoring the 
Hebraic background of the Apostolic Scriptures (New 
Testament) as understood by the original Jewish Disciples and 
First Century Believers in Yeshua. We are restoring the need for 
all Believers to have a good spiritual grounding in the Torah or 
Law of Moses, which many have overlooked in centuries past, 
but are now studying and integrating into their personal faith 
today. Most notably, the understanding that God is in the 
process of decisively bringing together Jewish and non-Jewish 
Believers as “one new humanity” (Ephesians 2:15, NRSV/CJB) in 
Messiah Yeshua, is being welcomed with great acceptance. Much 
of what was supposed to take place in the early days of our 
Messianic faith, but was deterred by the forces of history, is 
being recaptured, explored, and embraced—as we desire to live 
like Yeshua and His early followers, in mixed assemblies of 
Jewish and non-Jewish people, in sure anticipation of His return. 

Also to keep in mind, is how in the past century, Planet Earth 
has had two world wars, the establishment of the United Nations, 
a Cold War between the United States and Soviet Union and its 
obvious aftermath, and the creation of the State of Israel. We 
have nuclear, chemical, and biological weapons, mass 
transportation, the Internet. and a widely expanding global 
financial market. We are the only generation that has truly seen 
knowledge increase and travel between the continents become 
commonplace (Daniel 12:4). We are the only generation that has 
been to the stars and has landed on the moon (cf. Jeremiah 
51:53). Arguably, we are the first generation in the history of this 
world in which end-time prophecies could even occur. Even more 
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arguably, some believe we are the final generation. Are we the 
final generation? We do not fully know. Yet, we should all fully 
know that the study of the Messiah’s return is of paramount 
importance, and should be critically examined! It will somehow 
affect our future. 

I do not think that I am alone in thinking that the return of 
the Messiah is closer now than it ever has been before. 

 

A CAUSE OF MUCH CONTROVERSY 
One would think that the issue of the Messiah’s return would 

be easier for many of today’s Believers to approach, than it 
commonly is. Our individual attitudes should be, “I know He’s 
coming back. I’ll be ready for whatever happens. My faith is in the God 
of the Universe.” 

If this were only the case... 
If we truly put our faith in the Lord, then we will indeed 

accept whatever happens, and conform our will to His will. For 
as it is affirmed in the Prophets, “Remember the former things 
long past, for I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and 
there is no one like Me, declaring the end from the beginning, 
and from ancient times things which have not been done, 
saying, ‘My purpose will be established, and I will accomplish all 
My good pleasure’; calling a bird of prey from the east, the man 
of My purpose from a far country. Truly I have spoken; truly I 
will bring it to pass. I have planned it, surely I will do it” (Isaiah 
46:9-11). The Lord already knows what is going to occur in His 
Creation and how things will transpire—with all of the details 
obviously to be known by Him—but we do not. As human 
beings, as we read His Word and probe it for answers, we have 
no choice but to place our trust in Him. The problem is that we 
often do not do this... 

A major controversy, which ensues today among many 
Believers, is between those who believe that the Lord will 
remove His people from Planet Earth before the time of horrors, 
or Tribulation period begins—and those who believe that God 
will preserve and guide His people during humanity’s final 
years. This controversy is commonly known as “the pre-
tribulation versus post-tribulation rapture debate,” or “pre-trib 
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versus post-trib” for short. Some of you are innately familiar 
with it.7 

At first glance, we should all agree that an escape from what 
is to befall this planet sounds most preferable. Indeed, are we not 
told that this time of great distress will be “such as not was since 
the beginning of the world...no, nor ever shall be” (Matthew 
24:21, KJV)? But at the same time, could it not also be argued that 
people seeking a definitive removal from the terrible ordeals to 
come, are escapists, and do not desire to see the Lord perform His 
delivering power—just as He judged the gods of Ancient Egypt, 
and just as He will judge various modern gods of convenience, 
technology, and self-indulgence? Regardless of which view one 
holds to, the prophesied apocalypse is not going to be a pleasant 
time. Billions will die. The Prophet Amos stated quite candidly 
that none of God’s people are to seek the Day of the Lord when 
His judgment is fully poured out on Earth: 

“Alas, you who are longing for the day of the LORD, for what 
purpose will the day of the LORD be to you? It will be darkness 
and not light; as when a man flees from a lion and a bear meets 
him, or goes home, leans his hand against the wall and a snake 
bites him. Will not the day of the LORD be darkness instead of 
light, even gloom with no brightness in it?” (Amos 5:18-20). 

The return of the Messiah will herald God’s true judgment 
on this sinful world. We should be in constant prayer and 
intercession for those who might be caught unaware and be 
judged. We should pray for the salvation of the world, so it does 
not experience eternal punishment, if people do not repent of 
their sins. 

But in order to do this properly, what is the role that the 
Body of Messiah is to play in the end-times? What is the destiny 
of the saints concerning the Tribulation? Escape or endurance? 

Yeshua the Messiah Himself, our Savior, gives us a few clues 
in His Olivet Discourse: 

 
“But immediately after the tribulation of those days THE SUN 

WILL BE DARKENED, AND THE MOON WILL NOT GIVE ITS LIGHT, AND 

THE STARS WILL FALL from the sky, and the powers of the 
heavens will be shaken. And then the sign of the Son of Man 
will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will 
mourn, and they will see the SON OF MAN COMING ON THE 

 
7 To be broadly familiar with the different sides of this issue, consult Gleason 

L. Archer, Jr., and Paul D. Feinberg, Douglas J. Moo, Richard R. Reiter, Three 
Views on the Rapture (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1996). 
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CLOUDS OF THE SKY with power and great glory. And He will 
send forth His angels with A GREAT TRUMPET and THEY WILL 

GATHER TOGETHER His elect from the four winds, from one 
end of the sky to the other” (Matthew 24:29-31; cf. Mark 13:24-
27; Luke 21:27-28).8 
 
The Messiah stated very plainly that He would return to 

gather the saints or His elect, “Immediately after the distress of 
those days” (NIV), eutheōs de meta tēn thlipsin. 

The Apostle Paul reinforced Yeshua’s words in 1 Corinthians 
15:51-52: 

 
“Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will 
all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the 
last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be 
raised imperishable, and we will be changed.” 
 
Paul stated that the Messiah would return at “the last 

trumpet,” tē eschatē salpingi. Not surprisingly, at the seventh or 
the last trumpet in Revelation, we witness that the kingdoms of 
this world become the property of the Messiah: 

 
“Then the seventh angel sounded [blew his trumpet, RSV; 
Grk. verb salpizō]9; and there were loud voices in heaven, 
saying, ‘The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of 
our Lord and of His Messiah; and He will reign forever and 
ever’” (Revelation 11:15). 
 
It should seem that the controversy is over. The Messiah says 

that He returns after the Tribulation. The Apostle Paul confirms 
this by saying the Messiah gathers the saints at the last trumpet. 
The Apostle John confirms this by indicating that the last 
trumpet is the seventh trumpet of Revelation. Yeshua the 
Messiah will return for the saints after the Tribulation. 

But it is not that easy. Many want to be removed from the 
coming Tribulation before it begins. Sadly, many evangelical 
Christians (especially in America) believe in an any-moment 
pre-tribulation rapture, and are often not concerned with what 
might happen if they face the Tribulation period, or even just 
hard times for that matter. In fact, many evangelical Christians 
today support the State of Israel because they believe that by 

 
8 Cf. Isaiah 13:10; Ezekiel 32:7; Joel 2:10, 31; 3:15. 
9 “to sound the trumpet, give signal by trumpet” (H.G. Liddell and R. Scott, An 

Intermediate Greek-English Lexicon [Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1994], 723). 
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supporting Israel they will be accelerating God’s prophetic 
timetable, and that they will be raptured out sooner rather than 
later. Consider the following quotation from the 06 October, 
2002 issue of the New York Times, in an article called “Rapture 
and Rupture” by Maureen Dowd: 

“Evangelicals fervently support Israel for theological reasons 
of their own, based on a literal reading of the Book of Revelation 
that entwines the Jewish commonwealth with the Apocalypse 
and the Second Coming.” 

This article also says, “When the Rapture comes, they grouse, 
the holy alliance between Christians and Jews will suddenly 
become unholy, with Christians levitating and Jews left behind 
to deal with the Antichrist, plagues, sores, boils, frogs...and 
locusts from the ‘bottomless pit,’ each with a human face, horse’s 
body, scorpion’s tail and a sting that torments for five months.”10 

Similar sentiments are voiced by Israeli journalist and author 
Gershom Gorenberg in his book The End of Days: Fundamentalism 
and the Struggle for the Temple Mount. He comments, “the 
Christians will safely exit to the wings, while on stage, the Jews 
will find themselves at the center of the apocalypse.”11 He also 
says, “On the Christian side are those who want to ‘bless’ Israel, 
and provide it with what they believe is the fuse for 
Armageddon.”12 

The real reason why many of today’s evangelical Christians 
support Israel is because Israel is a major player in the end-
times. If they support Israel, then they can be raptured out prior 
to the end-time Tribulation sooner. While it is certainly not the 
case with all Christians, it is definitely the case with many, 
especially among the evangelicals of America. These secular 
writers quoted see the truth; it is sad that many others cannot 
adequately evaluate the various motives and ideologies involved. 

In my opinion, many Christians (but not necessarily all) who 
support Israel because of its role in the end-times, although they 
are supposed to be “raptured out,” do not support Israel because they 
“love Israel,” per se. They “support Israel” because they love 
themselves! 

The reason this is a serious problem is because such 
Christians often fail to see themselves as even being that 

 
10 Maureen Dowd (2002). Rapture And Rupture, 06 October, 2002. New York 

Times. Retrieved 25 June, 2003 from <http://www.newyorktimes.com>. 
11 Gershom Gorenberg, The End of Days: Fundamentalism and the Struggle for 

the Temple Mount (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), 27. 
12 Ibid, 29. 
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connected to Israel. While they may feel associated with Israel 
and the Jewish people, because they all recognize the same God, 
many Christians do not consider that the prophecies relating to 
Israel directly—or perhaps even indirectly—apply to them. But, 
the prophecies relating to the restoration of Israel’s Kingdom 
ultimately relate to the restoration of God’s Kingdom on Earth. 
God’s Kingdom on Earth just happens to be the Kingdom of 
Israel, a realm which will encompass the whole Earth when the 
Messiah returns. Surely, all Believers in Yeshua—even if they 
just have largely viewed themselves as “Churchy Christians,” so 
to speak—will be a part of this Kingdom. 

 

WE ALL NEED TO SEE OURSELVES  
AS A PART OF ISRAEL 

There are two reasons why mainstream Christianity has 
often not succeeded with Jewish evangelism and in presenting 
Jews with the truth of Messiah Yeshua. The first reason is that 
the Christian community, by-and-large, presents a messiah to 
Jewish people which widely came to do away and abolish the 
Torah or Law of Moses, a concept that the Jewish people cannot 
accept because the Messiah is supposed to uphold the Torah, 
and the nations themselves are to be instructed by it (i.e., Micah 
4:1-3; Isaiah 2:2-4). 

(This is also one of the principal problems that a wide 
number of today’s Messianic Believers have with the modern, 
contemporary Church system. Yeshua prophesied that in the 
Last Days “many people's love will grow cold because of 
increased distance from Torah” [Matthew 24:12, CJB], and we are, 
sadly, seeing this prophecy in the process of being fulfilled 
today. Many Christians have problems with most Messianics 
because we affirm that we need to return to the Torah as the 
foundation of our faith. Those who reject the truths that the 
Lord is restoring to His people, at the very least, reveal 
themselves as immature and unwilling to cede more control of 
their lives over to Him. Hopefully, they will not be those who 
promote the lawlessness that the Messiah warns about.13) 

The second reason is more complex. Many Christians believe 
that in order for the Jews, who presently do not believe in 

 
13 Consult the author’s book The New Testament Validates Torah for an 

examination of many Bible verses that are frequently used to say that the Law 
has been “done away.” Also consult the Messianic Torah Helper by Messianic 
Apologetics (forthcoming). 
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Yeshua, to be saved, that they, the Christians, must be removed 
from Planet Earth via the pre-tribulation rapture. It is believed 
that this must take place so that the Jewish people who remain 
can experience another Holocaust at the hands of the 
antimessiah/antichrist, and then “seek salvation.” But in 
reflecting upon past history, many Jews rejected the existence of 
God as a result of Hitler’s Holocaust and became atheists. Would 
Holocaust II do anything different? 

Furthermore, many Jews whom I have encountered find the 
idea of a pre-tribulation rapture insulting, or at least tantamount 
to making God impotent. I have been told personally by Jewish 
people that if God could preserve Ancient Israel through the 
plagues of Egypt and the Exodus, and the historical Jewish 
people through the Babylonian exile, the Seleucid-Greek 
invasion and the period of the Maccabees, the Roman 
dispersion, the Crusades, the Inquisition, the Holocaust, and 
even the perils of Soviet communism—why can He not preserve 
His own through the future Time of Jacob’s Trouble? Pre-
tribulation rapture Christians often do not have a sufficient 
answer. 

Many Christians have problems with the Messianic 
movement because a sizeable portion of the Messianic 
community is post-trib (although some are pre-trib). Many of us 
are post-tribulationists and do not believe that the Body of 
Messiah is going to be removed from the difficult times which 
are prophesied. Many of us believe instead that the saints will be 
gathered into the clouds to meet Yeshua at the close of the 
Tribulation period. 

I have been a post-tribulationist since 1995, and believe that 
coming to this position from a pre-tribulational one was the 
“starting point” for me seeking greater truth in my spiritual walk. 
When I encountered it for the first time, I could not refute the 
Biblical reality that Yeshua the Messiah plainly stated that He 
would return for the elect “immediately after the tribulation” 
(Matthew 24:29-31). Upon thinking about it in greater detail, I 
found that the ideology behind the popular pre-tribulation 
rapture is exactly that: it is popular, and post-tribulationism 
does not sell or make millions of dollars. 

Quite contrary to this, post-tribulationism instills in people 
the necessity to become more Biblical, repent of their sins, 
pursue holiness, and seek God more, because we will need to 
know Him and rely on Him should we go through the 
Tribulation period—especially if we are to face martyrdom for 
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the cause of the Messiah. We should be in the position where we 
know the Lord so intimately that we will never apostasize from 
the faith; He has given us His Spirit as a guarantee (2 Corinthians 
1:22; Ephesians 1:14). 

Of course, this is only part of the story. Pre-tribulationists 
often like to argue that the “elect” mentioned in Yeshua’s end-
time teaching of Matthew 24 is only the Jewish people or Israel, 
and since the Messiah was speaking to the Jews in this case, it 
does not apply to non-Jewish Christians. The obvious 
hermeneutical problem with this is that most of Yeshua’s words 
are directed to Jews, and if one is not Jewish, then most of what 
He has to say in the Gospels does not really apply. All of a 
sudden, very little of the Bible—including a huge sector of the 
New Testament—becomes irrelevant to non-Jewish Believers, if 
you follow this logic through to its obvious end. 

But the Scriptures themselves say otherwise. The Apostle 
Paul wrote the non-Jewish Believers in Asia Minor that prior to 
their salvation experience they were separate from the 
Commonwealth of Israel. Following their salvation, they were to 
be regarded as fellow citizens and brothers and sisters, with the 
Jewish people. And while they were to surely share in Israel’s 
blessings—they were to also share in its responsibilities: 

“Therefore remember that formerly you, the Gentiles in the 
flesh, who are called ‘Uncircumcision’ by the so-called 
‘Circumcision,’ which is performed in the flesh by human 
hands—remember that you were at that time separate from 
Messiah, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and 
strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and 
without God in the world. But now in Messiah Yeshua you who 
formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood of 
Messiah…So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you 
are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God's household, 
having been built on the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Messiah Yeshua Himself being the corner stone, in 
whom the whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a 
holy temple in the Lord, in whom you also are being built 
together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit (Ephesians 2:11-13, 
19-22). 

The term sumpolitēs means “fellow-citizen/compatriot” 
(BDAG).14 Paul writes that non-Jewish Believers in the Messiah 
have been given “citizenship in Israel” (NIV). They have come 

 
14 BDAG, 959. 
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near, just the same as how Psalm 148:14 describes of Ancient 
Israel, “He has lifted up a horn for His people, praise for all His 
godly ones; even for the sons of Israel, a people near to Him. 
Praise the LORD!” (cf. Deuteronomy 4:7; Isaiah 56:3). Paul asserts 
“that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the 
body, and fellow partakers of the promise in Messiah Yeshua 
through the gospel” (Ephesians 3:6). Non-Jewish Believers who 
have been redeemed by Yeshua are a part of the community of 
Israel (even though they are not culturally or ethnically Jewish)—
whether they like it or not—and may indeed be regarded as a 
part of the elect of whom the Messiah speaks in His Olivet 
Discourse. 

Many non-Jewish Believers, who have entered into the 
Messianic community, believe themselves to be a part of the 
polity of Israel, that God’s Torah is relevant instruction for them, 
and they realize that the prophecies detailing Israel’s restoration 
somehow involve them as participants and demand their 
attention. While this may definitely include having to endure 
the future Seventieth Week of Israel or Tribulation period (cf. 
Daniel 9:27), a less than exciting thought—it may also definitely 
include being participants in many of the events leading up to 
the restoration of Israel’s Kingdom and the return of the 
Messiah, which should be something quite exciting! 

It is hard to deny how the Second Coming is one of the most 
passionately discussed areas of Biblical theology. With 
uncertainty in the Middle East and the rise in global terrorism, 
the study of the return of the Messiah and related prophecies is 
only going to increase. Many Christians are turning toward the 
Messianic movement because too many traditional churches 
have, by-and-large, ignored the Tanach (Old Testament), which 
certainly contains many prophecies about the Last Days and the 
return of the Messiah. Messianics, who place a large emphasis on 
the Torah and Tanach, are the obvious group to which they turn 
to find insight. As the Messianic community today, we cannot 
afford to ignore the prophetic message of Scripture, and the 
various elements which it involves. While some of those various 
elements might make some of us feel uncomfortable, because of 
past abuses or over-statements, we still have to deal with them. 

One thing that we must not fall prey to is pre-
tribulationism. We must correct our understanding of God’s 
Word if we have ever believed it—and make a degree of 
restitution if we have ever taught it—because the pre-tribulation 
rapture is one of the major deterrents to the salvation of the 
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Jewish people. And for some people, they may truly have to ask 
themselves whether or not our Eternal God can actually preserve 
His own from a time of unparalleled disasters, warfare, and 
horrors to befall Planet Earth. If He delivered the generation of 
the Exodus—why can He not do it for a particular group of His 
people living in the future? 

 

WE ARE ALL ON THE ROAD 
Our mission as God’s people is to recognize that all our 

actions—regardless of what our individual tasks and 
responsibilities are in the broad Body of Messiah—is to seek the 
fulfillment of the Disciples’ question in Acts 1:6: “Lord, is it at 
this time You are restoring the kingdom to Israel?” Our actions 
today will affect tomorrow and how God’s Kingdom is 
ultimately restored on Planet Earth. We must each seek the Lord 
to know how this goal will be accomplished, and if we do not 
know it already, the role that we are to, or at least can, play. 

In order to do much of this, we are each required to hold to 
various interpretations of Bible prophecies. This does not mean 
that we will be able to understand all of the minutiae of what is 
to come—but we do need to be aware of how the Lord will hold 
us accountable for what is in His Word, and what we choose to 
do, or not to do, with it. We have a definite advantage over the 
Ancient Israelites who participated in the Egyptian Exodus some 
3,300 years ago, as they only knew that they were going to the 
Promised Land, but were not necessarily told how they were 
going to get there. Even if there are some things that may stay a 
bit elusive, we have been told how we are going to get to the 
future Messianic Kingdom, so shame on us if we do not read 
about it or ever discuss it. The appropriate starting point for us 
to correctly understand Bible prophecy and the new challenges 
before us is to have a correct understanding of the Second 
Coming, and the important phenomena surrounding it—
because the Kingdom will not be restored until the Messiah 
returns. 

As the existence of the contemporary Messianic movement 
should indicate, our faith has come a long way since the First 
Century, and even since the progress made since the Protestant 
Reformation. But new challenges lie in front of us. If we are 
living in the end-times, or are getting very close to them, we 
must seek to have a clear idea about what the future journey 
entails. Yeshua especially warned His followers, “For false 
messiahs and false prophets will appear and produce great signs 
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and omens, to lead astray, if possible, even the elect” (Matthew 
24:24, NRSV). We must be fully grounded in our faith and not be 
“carried about by every wind of doctrine” (Ephesians 4:14), 
especially regarding eschatology. We must not seek the approval 
or favor of others, but of our Father in Heaven alone. 

As finite human beings, none of us has all the answers, 
especially as they relate to future events. We have to petition our 
Heavenly Father continually for truth and new understanding. 
Pertaining to the issue of the return of His Son, the Messiah, we 
should pray that the most Scriptural solution be sought. We give 
all the glory and honor to Him who is returning, and hope that 
He is indeed “coming quickly” (Revelation 22:20). However, as 
we will be dealing with events yet to occur, there are some which 
are open for interpretation, as specific details can only be known 
as we get closer and closer to them taking place. But there is one 
constant that we should all be agreed upon: the Messiah is 
returning... 
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