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Torah In the Balance 
Committing yourself to following the instruction of God’s Torah is by no 
means something easy. Those of us in the Messianic community who 
believe that we are to be pursuing a lifestyle of Torah obedience, and 
consistently study the Torah portions, are going against the flow. Whether 
we like it or not, we are controversial. Whether we like it or not, we have 
committed ourselves to a lifestyle that runs contrary to what many people 
believe. 

There are many kinds of reactions that people can have to how we live 
our lives. Sadly, as has been my personal experience, many of our 
evangelical brothers and sisters are the ones who will criticize us for our 
Torah obedience. Ironically, many who are atheists and agnostics are those 
who will “tolerate” us. But in the end when it is all said and done, every 
one of us has to make a choice between following the Creator or the 
creature. We have to decide whether we will do what the Lord has said 
and follow His standards for our lives, or disobey Him as Satan did. We 
will each be responsible before God for what we do, or what we fail to do. 

When we commit ourselves to following God and living the life of 
Messiah Yeshua, we cannot forget the fact that following the Torah is not 
exclusively about keeping the Sabbath, the appointed times, or eating 
kosher. While these three areas are important, the critical element of the 
Torah that must not be overlooked is love for God and love for one 
another. Leviticus 19:17-18 tells us, “You shall not hate your fellow 
countryman in your heart; you may surely reprove your neighbor, but 
shall not incur sin because of him. You shall not take vengeance, nor bear 
any grudge against the sons of your people, but you shall love your 
neighbor as yourself; I am the LORD” (NASU). 
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The true embodiment of the Torah in one’s life is love: “You shall love 
the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your might” (Deuteronomy 6:5, NASU). A critical component of love is 
forgiveness. One of the reasons that there are problems and conflicts 
between Messianics and Christians at times, is that people get offended at 
one another and do not forgive and forget and move on. Many people still 
hold grudges to one another. There are Christians who can vehemently 
oppose the message of Torah restoration, and then Messianics who are 
immature in response and resort to insulting back. Reason and constructive 
dialogue are not encouraged. This is a serious problem that we must all be 
aware of, because Yeshua says quite plainly, 

“Whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against 
anyone, so that your Father who is in heaven will also forgive you your 
transgressions. But if you do not forgive, neither will your Father who is in 
heaven forgive your transgressions” (Mark 11:25-26, NASU). 

Yeshua the Messiah directly tells His followers that if they do not 
forgive someone of wrong done to them that the Heavenly Father will not 
forgive them when they do wrong. This is a very sobering word that 
needs to be taken seriously by all of us. If we are done wrong or criticized 
because of our Torah obedience, we need to forgive, not hold any 
resentment toward others, and move on. We need to forgive others if we 
expect God to forgive us of our sin when we falter—because we will. None 
of us is perfect and even in our quest to follow Him, we will likely disobey 
at times (at least unknowingly). 

My friends, if you are truly growing in your obedience to God’s Word, 
then this will also mean that you will learn how to demonstrate His love, 
grace, and mercy like you never have before. While you may be doing 
more outward things, you should also have greater compassion and 
empathy for people. You should be more eager to pray for people, and 
express God’s goodness to all you meet. When criticized for your faithful 
obedience, you should not be offended as much as you will feel sorry for 
those who do not understand. 
 
Polarization in the Messianic 
and Christian Communities 

Why is God’s Torah “in the balance”? The Torah is in the balance for 
more reasons than just the fact that as we seek to obey God and follow His 
commandments, we need to do it in a very fair and understanding way for 
others who are not where we presently are. The Torah is in the balance 
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because right now, as many people are coming to a realization of its 
importance and are embracing it—it is attacked by others. The Torah is in 
the balance because we need to learn to live it out properly and then be 
able to defend our manner of living in well thought out terms (requiring a 
great deal of work and future theological analysis). The Torah is in the 
balance because too many people forget about the love that God’s Law 
mandates us to show to others. 

Today in the early 2020s, there doubtlessly exists a strong polarization 
between much of the Messianic and Christian communities. Mainstream 
Christianity, for the most part, exists on the Left of the spectrum, and the 
Messianic movement sits on the (far) Right. Mainstream Christianity, by-
and-large, does not believe that keeping the Torah as we believe is 
important. And, many Messianics attempt to “force” God’s Torah on 
people without any love or mercy or understanding for where they are. 
They try to divide God’s people, rather than bring them together on what 
binds us all (cf. 1 Corinthians 1:23). 

We need to get beyond this polarization and stalemate. We need to 
uplift the eternal truths of God’s Torah. We need to uplift Messiah Yeshua 
in the Torah. We need to uplift the richness and fullness that too many 
people have unfortunately missed out on, without forcing it on them to the 
degree that they are turned off. Most importantly, we need to learn to 
speak God’s truth, which sometimes by necessity needs to be done directly 
and frankly, but in love and compassion. Let us remember the Messiah’s 
words of Matthew 7:12: “In everything, therefore, treat people the same 
way you want them to treat you, for this is the Law and the Prophets” 
(NASU). We must learn to be fair, and strive to make a positive difference. 

Integrating these things into today’s Messianic community will not be 
impossible, but today’s generation of Messianic Believers will need to alter 
much of its approach to how it communicates and interacts with others. 
The self-labeled “Torah movement” we commonly encounter, too 
frequently forgets the mercy and grace of the Lord Yeshua, and the unique 
work of the Holy Spirit in our lives. 
 
Problems With Legalism 

It would be inappropriate for us not to acknowledge that there are 
problems with legalism in the Messianic community. Sadly, as many 
people have entered into the Messianic movement from various religious 
backgrounds, they simply trade one set of religious baggage for another, 
not really changing their overall approach to God. 
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We are working through what it means for Jewish and non-Jewish 
Believers to be one in Messiah. We are trying to weigh the good things that 
originate from our shared Jewish and Protestant spiritual heritage. We are 
trying to be all things that the Lord wants us to be. Yet, some people have 
an immature approach to the things that make the Messianic movement 
something unique and special. Human agendas confuse the agenda of the 
Lord of bringing people together, and restoring the Kingdom to Israel 
(Acts 1:6). 

Among some who embrace a lifestyle Torah obedience is a serious 
trend of works-righteousness or salvation by one’s deeds. This is a 
problem, and one that we must internally contend with and speak against. 
The Scriptures emphatically tell us, “For by grace you have been saved 
through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result 
of works, so that no one may boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9, NASU). Our works 
cannot and will not save us. We must have the grace of our Heavenly 
Father covering us and that can only come about by receiving Yeshua the 
Messiah into our lives as our Personal Savior. Following salvation, then 
proper actions of faith should come forth, though: “For we are His 
workmanship, created in Messiah Yeshua for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them” (Ephesians 2:10, 
NASU). 

Legalists in the Messianic community tend to minimize the salvation 
experience and instead uplift the Torah to a higher degree than is 
necessary (at times even above God Himself). Many of these legalists will 
have an off-kilter perception of the Torah and uplift it over all other 
Scripture, instead of letting the Word of God flow as one composite whole 
with integral parts (cf. Hebrews 1:1-2). They fail to realize that Scripture 
does not end with the Torah, but begins with the Torah. Legalists will force 
the Torah on people and will expect them to “change overnight,” which is 
simply impossible. Legalists will harp on the wrongs or anti-Semitism of 
Christianity using broad-brush tactics, while failing to mention the fact 
that there have been scores of Christian men and women throughout the 
centuries who have done good things and have supported the Jewish 
people, and who also upheld the moral law of the Old Testament as a high 
standard of God’s holiness to be followed. While waning now in the 2020s, 
Jewish-Christian relations have certainly been at their best as they have 
ever been, especially as many Jews in Israel realize that evangelical 
Christians are some of their best friends and supporters. 

We cannot expect people to change instantly, because instant change 
in one direction could foster instant change back in another direction. 
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Steady and graded change by the work and pace of the Spirit is much 
better, because it will allow people the time to grow and mature, allowing 
for a stronger and more established Messianic faith in the future. In time, 
the legalism that we presently see in various places, will certainly subside 
as we mature into what the Lord has chosen us to be. We have to see 
Messianic communities emerge where people are discipled in an 
environment saturated by loving people who desire to obey God, and not 
condemn others. 
 

Problems with Minimalism 
Because there are Messianic legalists out there, as a backlash there has 

been a rise in minimalism in the Messianic community. There are those in 
the Messianic community, who try to be as minimal as possible in regard 
to their Messianic faith. This may include laying down strict rules in one’s 
family placing limits on Torah observance. “We will go this far,” and then 
because of some of the abuses of legalists, people decide not to observe 
other critical commandments. 

Just as legalism and forced Torah obedience is a problem, so is the 
problem of minimalism, or doing what is “minimally required.” All too 
often, the cry of “It is not a salvation issue” is heard among minimalists. 

It is true that there are some things that are not salvation issues. It is 
not a salvation issue whether or not men should have beards. It is not a 
salvation issue whether or not you wear tzitzits/tassels/fringes. It is not a 
salvation issue whether or not you use a tallit/prayer shawl or wrap 
tefillin/phylacteries. In fact, it is not even a salvation issue if you are pre-
trib or post-trib in your eschatology! But, simply because these are not 
salvation issues does not give us valid reason that these things should be 
ignored. Certainly, we can have varied interpretations, as is certainly 
present throughout the branches of today’s Judaism. But having varied 
interpretations is different than ignoring commandments. We cannot use “It 
is not a salvation issue” as a crutch for inaction. 

Minimalism is an extreme problem that the Messianic movement also 
faces, because minimalism is connected to compromise. Many of the 
Messianics who decide to do as little as possible in regard to Torah 
obedience have strong connections to mainstream Christianity in that they 
do not encourage their Christian brothers and sisters to change via their 
actions. Or, in the case of some “Messianic” ministries, they have large 
Christian donors and to say that God’s Torah is relevant for all of His 
people—and not just the Jewish people—might seriously hurt them 
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financially. Others feel intimidated by legalists and assume that perhaps 
they will become this way if they do not “put limits” on their Torah 
obedience. But how can we limit God’s control of our lives? 
 
What path are we to take? 

If we are truly seeking a balanced walk of faith, we cannot take a 
legalistic or minimalist approach. We cannot force our beliefs on anyone 
and expect instantaneous change. We can only be an example to people 
and allow the Holy Spirit through us to work. 

What is hopefully the difference between those of us who are not 
legalistic and not minimalistic? It is that we have been spiritually 
regenerated, we know Yeshua as our Savior, and we truly want to be a 
part of a holy people molded by God. We have a deep, serious concern for 
others knowing Him and His ways, but we are not going to force-feed our 
beliefs onto anyone, instead of leading by example. We want to let the 
Lord have complete ownership of our lives and obey Him because we love 
Him. We want to be the best example we can be, being sensitive to the 
Spirit and to the needs of others. 

For balanced Messianics, this is the challenge that we face in the 
future. We have to set the right example. We have to be living testimonies 
that you can be a Believer in the Messiah and the Torah can be followed 
properly without legalism. We have to be the example of how things are 
done right. No one needs to think that having faith in Jesus and following 
the Law of Moses are mutually exclusive. 

Now, in seeking to follow God’s Torah and a path of greater holiness, 
we will most definitely make mistakes. We will say and do things along the 
road that we will later wish we can change. Some of us will get into heated 
discussions and say inappropriate things, and then we will have to go back 
and apologize. But that is all part of learning. One critical part of studying 
God’s Torah is so that we can all learn the mistakes of the Ancient 
Israelites and not repeat them (cf. 1 Corinthians 10:11). 

If we are balanced and stuck in the middle of legalists and minimalists, 
then we are driving in the middle lane of a three-lane road. We have got 
people passing us on both sides that are making it known that they are not 
happy, perhaps insulting us. In response, we cannot insult back. On this 
road of faith we have to look forward and hold onto our steering wheel! 
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You are Held Accountable  
for What You Know 

It is my sincere prayer that many of you reading this book have seen 
the importance of the Torah for your lives. Hopefully, I have 
communicated to you that we do not observe God’s commandments for 
our salvation. Salvation can never be earned by what we do. Rather, 
God’s commandments reveal the sin in our lives and show us that we need 
a Savior. Obeying God enables us to be the holy people who can serve Him 
in the world. 

Many of you reading this have many years of commitment behind you 
of faith in Yeshua. You have known the Messiah of Israel for years. In your 
walk of faith, you may have been in mainstream evangelical Protestantism, 
or perhaps are still in it. In no way am I trying to say that during your 
years in the Church you were “not saved.” It was part of your training. 
You did some things in ignorance that you did not know were 
unacceptable to God. But in His grace He looked beyond those things. 
Romans 5:13 makes this clear: “sin indeed was in the world before the law 
was given, but sin is not counted where there is no law” (RSV). Unless you 
have full knowledge of what the Torah considers sin beyond basic moral 
prohibitions against murder or stealing, detailed in the Ten 
Commandments and/or implanted on our conscience as image bearers of 
God,1 I do not believe such sin is charged against you. God’s grace also 
overwhelms the effects of sin (cf. Romans 5:20). 

But now that you are completing this book, things are somewhat 
different. To you Christian readers, we have discussed areas of Messianic 
practice that the Church has, for the most part, decided to disregard or 
ignore. You will now be held accountable for these areas. While we hope 
you reevaluate how you practice your faith, only you can decide if you are 
going to change. The responsibility now rests with you and I hope that you 
will take it seriously. Take these things before the Father and ask Him 
what you need to do. And do not feel like you have to change tomorrow, 
either. Move ahead at a steady pace, and realize that obedience to God is to 
be a delight: 

“How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the 
wicked, nor stand in the path of sinners, nor sit in the seat of scoffers! But 
his delight is in the law of the LORD, and in His law he meditates day and 
night...If Your law had not been my delight, then I would have perished in 

 
1 Genesis 1:26-27; 9:6; James 3:9. 



Torah In the Balance, Volume I 

- 314 - 

my affliction...I long for Your salvation, O LORD, and Your law is my 
delight” (Psalm 1:1-2; 119:92, 174, NASU). 

For Messianics reading this book, as the Lord restores all things, you 
too are going to be held responsible. This book has offered you a wide 
amount of apologetic material for you to use to defend your Torah beliefs 
to people. It also offers practical ways to communicate with those 
searching for truth and investigating the Messianic movement, much of it 
based on the collective experience of the author, his family, and his close 
colleagues. We are called to be salt and light to a sinful world and be 
ambassadors for the Messiah. Let us be good ambassadors and not cause 
problems unnecessarily. Let us present the message of Torah restoration in 
fairness and love, as opposed to condemnation. Let us be a people who 
encourage greater holiness and godliness, and really are conduits of God’s 
grace to all we encounter. 

May we all endeavor to live a balanced, Torah obedient walk like our 
Messiah Yeshua! 
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SUGGESTED STUDY QUESTIONS 
FOR CHAPTER 24 

 
1. Why is God’s Torah “in the balance”? 
 
 
2. How is there polarization between the Messianic and Christian communities? 
 
 
3. How is there a problem with legalism in the Messianic community? 
 
 
4. How is there a problem with minimalism in the Messianic community? 
 
 
5. How do you think that we are to properly demonstrate faith in Yeshua coupled 
with a Torah observant walk? 
 
 
6. What areas, or attitudes, must you change in your life to emulate Messiah 
Yeshua? Do you think you have more maturing ahead of you? 
 
 
7. How do you intend to be a conduit of God’s grace? 
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