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THE TENTH COMMANDMENT 

Covetousness Beyond 
Belief 

“You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your 
neighbor's wife or his male servant or his female servant or his ox or 
his donkey or anything that belongs to your neighbor” (Exodus 20:17, 
NASU). 
 
“You shall not covet your neighbor's wife, and you shall not desire 
your neighbor's house, his field or his male servant or his female 
servant, his ox or his donkey or anything that belongs to your 
neighbor” (Deuteronomy 5:21, NASU). 
 

The command not to covet another’s possessions is one of the most 
difficult in Holy Scripture, for people to adhere to. It is especially difficult 
to obey today because we live in a very money-driven world. Everywhere 
we look there are advertisements for new things, get rich quick schemes, 
and appeals to the flesh for wanting more. The Hebrew verb translated as 
“covet” is chamad and has a rather neutral meaning of “desire, take 
pleasure in,” but can be used “in a bad sense of inordinate, ungoverned, 
selfish desire” (BDB).1 

Paul says that “the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some 
by longing for it have wandered away from the faith and pierced 
themselves with many griefs” (1 Timothy 6:10, NASU). Of course, evil is 
not only caused by money, but can also be caused out of a lust for things 

 
1 Warren Baker and Eugene Carpenter, eds., Complete Word Study Dictionary: Old 

Testament (Chattanooga: AMG Publishers, 2003), 326. 
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like power, sex, or fame. Paul further observes how in the Last Days, “men 
will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, 
disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy” (2 Timothy 3:2, NASU). They 
will become philautos, and literally, this “loving oneself” (LS)2 can be 
understood on many levels. 

The sin of covetousness, of wanting or craving something that is not 
yours, is something that can very much be the root cause of other 
commandments being broken. Those who covet another’s possessions, will 
likely steal them. A man who covet’s another man’s wife, is likely to 
commit an act of adultery. In Romans 7:7-9, Paul describes the scene of a 
person struggling with sin: 

“What shall we say then? Is the Law sin? May it never be! On the 
contrary, I would not have come to know sin except through the Law; for I 
would not have known about coveting if the Law had not said, ‘YOU SHALL 
NOT COVET.’ But sin, taking opportunity through the commandment, 
produced in me coveting of every kind; for apart from the Law sin is dead. 
I was once alive apart from the Law; but when the commandment came, 
sin became alive and I died” (NASU). 

What Paul says is that the commandment forbidding coveting was the 
one that led to spiritual death. Obeying or disobeying the Tenth 
Commandment can truly be the make-it or break-it point on all other kinds 
of sinful behavior. Paul attests, “sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by 
the commandment, produced in me every kind of covetous desire” (NIV). 
Fortunately, however, born again Believers have the Holy Spirit inside 
them to convict them, when we fall outside of the boundaries that the Lord 
has set. We should be maturing to the point where we are able to 
overcome base human instincts: 

“For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men. It 
teaches us to say ‘No’ to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live 
self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age” (Titus 2:11-12, 
NIV). 

There is certainly nothing inherently wrong with wanting things or 
wanting to improve one’s condition. But there is a difference between 
being jealous and covetous for things, and simply wanting a better life—
where one’s resources could actually be used to help others. In today’s 
society when the desire of money, power, or sex is at such a high, we as 
Believers in Messiah Yeshua need to learn to curb the desires of the flesh 

 
2 Henry George Liddell and Robert Scott, eds., Liddell and Scott’s Greek-English Lexicon, 

abridged (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1953), 862. 
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and place more trust in God. We need to return to His holy statues in the 
Torah and live differently. We need to learn, through the power of the 
Holy Spirit and by following Yeshua’s example, how to be satisfied with 
what we have and place ourselves in the complete control of our Heavenly 
Father. We need to realize that He will indeed supply our needs. 

Should we ever really want anything, the answer is not to covet 
something, “but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God” (Philippians 4:6, 
NASU). 
 

SUGGESTED STUDY QUESTIONS 
FOR CHAPTER 16 

 
1. How important is it for us as Believers not to covet another person’s possessions? 
 
 
2. What is the significance of covetousness and what is portrayed in Romans 7:7-9? 
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