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THE NINTH COMMANDMENT 

Nothing But the Truth 
“You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor” (Exodus 
20:16, NASU). 
 
“You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor” 
(Deuteronomy 5:20, NASU). 
 

The Ninth Commandment directs, “Thou dost not answer against thy 
neighbour a false testimony” (Exodus 20:16, YLT). The Hebrew word for 
“false” is sheqer, meaning “deception, disappointment, falsehood” (BDB).1 
The commandment requires God’s people to tell the truth, meaning not to 
bear false witness or lie against their neighbors or to one another. Exodus 
23:1 says, “Do not accept a false report, do not extend your hand with the 
wicked to be a venal witness” (NASU). Furthermore, Proverbs 12:17 tells 
us, “He who speaks truth tells what is right, but a false witness, deceit” 
(NASU). 

Speaking the truth is something which has been greatly lost in society 
today. Part of this is due to the reality that many refuse to accept the 
consequences of their actions, and are unwilling to incriminate themselves. 
This was evident during the late 1990s when former President Clinton was 
impeached and put on trial because he lied under oath. For some reason or 
another, many believe that the ends justify the means. Because the 
American economy was doing so well, it was said that Bill Clinton’s 
personal life and sexual habits should have been of no concern to ordinary 
citizens. Perhaps some things need to be kept private at times, but the 

 
1 Francis Brown, S.R. Driver, and Charles A. Briggs, Hebrew and English Lexicon of the Old 

Testament (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1979), 1055. 
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leader of a country is to be an example for the rest of wider society. Consider 
the fact that in Ancient Israel the kings were commanded to write out a 
copy of the law they were to uphold (Deuteronomy 17:18). If we only did 
something like this today! 

We who are Believers in Messiah Yeshua need to take telling the truth 
very seriously. We need to learn, just as He taught, “But let your statement 
be, ‘Yes, yes’ or ‘No, no’; anything beyond these is of evil” (Matthew 5:37, 
NASU; cf. James 5:12). We need to learn to be “straight-shooters” and not 
hide anything. We need to speak the truth and learn to embody the 
acronym WYSIWYG, or What You See Is What You Get. We need to hold 
ourselves to what we say we are going to do, and if we have to do 
something else, ask for honest forgiveness from others. 

This is difficult for many Messianics, admittedly, because those of us 
who are Torah observant and have experienced criticism, can sometimes 
have a tendency to hide our religious beliefs, rather than be more open 
about them. This does not mean that we should wear our beliefs on our 
sleeve, or wave them around for all to see, so to speak. But we do need to 
learn ways to be truthful about our convictions and not hide them, because 
if we are faithful to God and truthful to ourselves, He will give us the 
words to say when we are asked. If we love others this should hopefully come 
pretty easy. The Messiah says, “For by your words you will be justified...” 
(Matthew 12:37, NASU), as we identify ourselves as His people. We 
especially need to do this in a way which edifies others, and causes them 
to ask questions about who we are and what makes us different. 

The Ninth Commandment prohibiting false witness, also naturally 
raises the issue of how many people can be found spreading gossip and 
malicious lies about others. This is a great problem in Christianity and in 
the Messianic community today, even though it is a common human 
problem that you would think should be a thing of the old, unregenerated 
life of sin prior to salvation. For some strange reason or another, many 
think that what they say behind the backs of others will not matter. But 
God sees all, and He knows the intentions of our hearts. Yeshua says quite 
plainly how, “there is nothing covered up that will not be revealed, and 
hidden that will not be known. Accordingly, whatever you have said in the 
dark will be heard in the light, and what you have whispered in the inner 
rooms will be proclaimed upon the housetops” (Luke 12:2-3, NASU). 

In his Pentateuch & Haftorahs, J.H. Hertz offers some extremely 
valuable thoughts concerning the Ninth Commandment that need not 
escape us: 
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“The prohibition embraces all forms of slander, defamation and 
misrepresentation, whether of an individual, a group, a people, a race, or a 
Faith. None have suffered so much from slander, defamation and 
misrepresentation as the Jew and Judaism. Thus, modernist theologians 
still repeat that, according to this Commandment, the Israelite is 
prohibited only from slandering a fellow Israelite…This is a glaring 
instance of bearing false witness against Judaism.”2 

These thoughts are well taken. Simply because one has taken a high 
brunt of lies, slander, or unwarranted criticism—does not give him the 
right to “lower” himself to the level of the accusers. Messianics today are 
criticized and slandered all the time from those who do not understand us. 
But what do many do in response? They often criticize back in the same spirit 
in which they are defamed. Cooler heads must prevail. We must realize that 
the truth ultimately comes out and that the Lord is in control. We must let 
the enemy expose himself. We must demonstrate integrity and not lash out 
in the spirit or demeanor in which any attacks are delivered against us. 
Instead, we must defend ourselves using constructive means, and learn to 
demonstrate God’s wisdom in our interactions with other people. 

In regard to the Ninth Commandment and false witnesses or false 
reports, the Scriptures emphatically tell us that every matter is to be 
confirmed by multiple witnesses or reports. Deuteronomy 17:6 establishes 
this principle: “On the evidence of two witnesses or three witnesses, he 
who is to die shall be put to death; he shall not be put to death on the 
evidence of one witness” (NASU). This is resonated again in Deuteronomy 
19:15: “A single witness shall not rise up against a man on account of any 
iniquity or any sin which he has committed; on the evidence of two or 
three witnesses a matter shall be confirmed” (NASU). 

The same principle of hearing multiple witnesses, or we might say both 
sides of the story, is repeated by Yeshua the Messiah and the Apostle Paul in 
the Apostolic Scriptures: 

 
“If your brother sins, go and show him his fault in private; if he listens 
to you, you have won your brother. But if he does not listen to you, take 
one or two more with you, so that BY THE MOUTH OF TWO OR THREE 

WITNESSES EVERY FACT MAY BE CONFIRMED” (Matthew 18:15-16, NASU). 
 
“This is the third time I am coming to you. EVERY FACT IS TO BE 

CONFIRMED BY THE TESTIMONY OF TWO OR THREE WITNESSES” (2 Corinthians 
13:1, NASU). 

 
2 J.H. Hertz, ed., Pentateuch & Haftorahs (London: Soncino, 1960), 300. 
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Many think that they do not have to seek witnesses when establishing 

facts. Many, both in Christianity and the Messianic community, 
consistently fail to follow the Scriptural requirement that witnesses be 
sought when establishing facts. For Messianics, there is no excuse why this 
is not followed, but it often is and no one thinks anything of it. 

In my experience as a teacher, a number of publications that circulate 
in our faith community—which attempt to deal with complex theologies—
do not have secondary and tertiary references provided. These references 
should include Bible dictionaries and encyclopedias, Hebrew and Greek 
lexicons, well-respected commentaries, and an appropriate engagement 
level with extra-Biblical literature. We have too many people in our 
movement today who are seen “making stuff up,” and/or who quote from 
those who have “made stuff up.” Going to the Internet (and God forbid, to 
a constantly changing source like Wikipedia!), before consulting a physical 
book, is a prime example of how bad information can be spread. This has 
seriously damaged our credibility as a faith community, and certain trends 
will not at all be easy to correct in the short term.3 

In our time, may we all learn to be truthful Believers, both in what we 
say about one another and in our actions to the outside world. May we 
seek multiple witnesses when establishing facts and not come to rash 
conclusions, as those of the world often do. 
 

 
3 Also a very serious trend to reverse is how many of today’s Messianic teachers and 

leaders do not possess a sufficient amount of formal religious studies education. We need to 
encourage a Messianic culture where higher education is looked upon with favor, and where 
all are uplifted to achieve their full potential, no matter their age. 
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SUGGESTED STUDY QUESTIONS 
FOR CHAPTER 15 

 
1. How important is it for us to be honest and tell the truth? How must we be 
honest with ourselves in our spiritual walk? 
 
 
2. How do you think we should follow Yeshua’s admonition of Matthew 5:37? 
 
 
3. How are we to avoid malicious gossip and slander? 
 
 
4. How important is it for us to always verify things that are being said with 
multiple witnesses? 
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