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example that Paul gives us in Philippians. While he is rightfully very thankful that the 
Philippians have been such consistent supporters of his efforts, his relationship with them 
is not based on money. His relationship with them is based on his shared spiritual 
experience with them, going all the way back to his first visit to Philippi some ten to twelve 
years earlier. 
 

 
8 For God is my witness, how I long for you all with the affection of Messiah 
Yeshua. 9 And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in real 
knowledge and all discernment, 10 so that you may approve the things that are 
excellent, in order to be sincere and blameless until the day of Messiah; 11 having 
been filled with the fruit of righteousness which comes through Yeshua the 
Messiah, to the glory and praise of God. 
 
1:8 Vs. 8-11 conclude Paul’s salutatory remarks to the Philippians. He implores Divine 

favor upon his words to them thusfar, declaring “God can testify how I long for all of you 
with the affection of Christ Jesus” (NIV). A very interesting term is used to describe the 
“affection,” “compassion” (NRSV), or “bowels” (KJV) that Paul claims he has toward the 
Philippians—the same kind of feelings that Yeshua Himself would presumably have for 
them. Splagchnon means “the inward parts, esp. the viscera thoracis, i.e. heart, lungs, liver, 
kidneys, which in sacrifices were reserved to be eaten by the sacrificers” (LS).38 At the very 
least, this expresses the strong, internal feelings that Paul has for the Philippians when he 
thinks about them. 

This is an important remark made by Paul because he yearns or longs for the 
Philippians when he thinks about them. He gets “butterflies” in his stomach—as it were—
when he reflects on the good relationship that he has with them. Is it valid for us to ask 
which groups churn his stomach when he thinks about them? This is an important textual 
indicator that God can use the physical reaction of our various body parts to communicate 
something good or bad to someone. Have you ever had a sharp headache around certain 
people? Have you ever had a sharp stomach ache? Have you ever had a light stomach? 
Experience may teach you that the Lord may be trying to get your attention with a 
particular person and/or situation via a certain physical reaction—and frequently these are 
not good. I remember how my vocation of ministry professor at Asbury Theological 
Seminary, Dr. Burrell Dinkins, did indeed tell our class how we ought to all develop what he 
called a “belly-button theology.” Physical reactions to situations, good or bad, need to be paid 
attention to! 

1:9 Paul’s positive, internal feelings for the Philippians are embodied in his words, “this 
is my prayer, that your love may grow even richer and richer in knowledge and insight of 
every kind, and may thus bring you the gift of true discrimination” (NEB). The ability to be 

 
38 LS, 740. 



PHILIPPIANS FOR THE PRACTICAL MESSIANIC 

- 42 - 

empowered to demonstrate God’s true love to others requires a great deal of growth and 
maturation, and be tempered from one’s life experiences. Many commentators have pointed 
out that Paul’s usage of the Greek term agapē should be connected back to the Torah, where 
the LXX frequently uses its verb form agapaō to render the Hebrew verb ahev. As Leviticus 
19:18 states, “You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the sons of your 
people, but you shall love [ahev] your neighbor as yourself; I am the LORD.” 

The key about Paul’s desire for the Philippians to express this love is understanding 
that he wants it to be something in which they are always functioning. He uses the verb form 
perisseuē for “abound,” appearing in the present active subjunctive tense. This is 
something that the Philippians need to have right now. The verb perisseuō in its entirety 
actually means, “be extremely rich or abundant, overflow” (BDAG).39 O’Brien does point 
out, though, “Paul was less interested in the object of the love than its source,”40 as he 
simply wanted the Philippians to operate in love regardless of whom it was directed toward. 
It is important for us to consider that Paul is able to say this from his incarceration—and 
would have had to operate in this same love to those who imprisoned him. 

The result of functioning in this love of God is that the Philippians will have 
“knowledge and depth of insight” (NIV), terms that Hawthorne points out “were frequently 
used by moral philosophers contemporary with Paul.”41 Of course, the difference, between 
the Jewish Paul and his Greek and Roman contemporaries, is that Paul says that these things 
originate from the love of God—as opposed to the human brain—and empower God’s people 
to function in the world. Epignōsis is the “full knowledge” (LS)42 that not only comes from a 
mind transformed by God’s love and is oriented toward thinking about Him, but one that is 
able to compute complicated concepts and life circumstances. 

A mind which has been imbued with the love of God can have discernment or aisthēsis, 
a term that is only used once in the Greek Apostolic Scriptures, here in v. 9, but is used 
frequently throughout the Septuagint in the Book of Proverbs.43 Some related forms are 
used elsewhere and give us some clues as to how this discernment or perception is to be 
used by a Believer transformed by the Holy Spirit: 

 
“But they did not understand this statement, and it was concealed from them so that 
they would not perceive [aisthanomai] it; and they were afraid to ask Him about this 
statement” (Luke 9:45). 
 
“But solid food is for the mature, who because of practice have their senses 
[aisthētērion] trained to discern good and evil” (Hebrews 5:14). 

 
39 BDAG, 805. 
40 O’Brien, 74. 
41 Hawthorne, 27. 
42 LS, 289. 
43 Proverbs 1:4, 7, 22; 2:3, 10; 3:20; 5:2; 8:10; 10:14; 11:9; 12:1, 23; 14:6f, 18; 15:7, 14; 18:15; 19:25; 22:12; 23:12; 
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The gifts of having godly knowledge and true discernment are those which are to grow 

in effectiveness throughout one’s spiritual life. There is a definite parallel between v. 9 and 1 
Thessalonians 3:12: “and may the Lord cause you to increase and abound in love for one 
another, and for all people, just as we also do for you.” 

1:10 Paul tells the Philippians that the love of God should transform them to have the 
necessary spiritual abilities that they need, specifically “to help you to determine what is 
best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless” (NRSV). The verb dokimazō 
specifically implies “to make a critical examination of someth. to determine 
genuineness, put to the test, examine” (BDAG).44 If the love of God remains within them, 
then they should have the ability to determine the value—or non value—of something that 
comes into their assembly. 

When we consider the growth and expansion of today’s Messianic community, are we 
functioning in the love of God that should give us this ability? A clear test to see if one is 
truly of the Lord is seeing whether or not a person actually functions in the power of His 
love and treats others with kindness and compassion. Paul’s later prayer for the Colossians 
is very important for any of us to consider: “we have not ceased to pray for you and to ask 
that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and 
understanding” (Colossians 1:9). I would hope that we each pray this prayer for ourselves 
every day when we wake up and go before our Heavenly Father. 

Some interpreters have expressed that Paul may be making a reference to Job 13:16 in v. 
10, which says, “This also will be my salvation, for a godless man may not come before His 
presence.” It is absolutely true that a “hypocrite” (NJPS) who claims to know God and love 
Him—but actually does not—cannot approach Him. While Paul speaks these things to the 
Philippians with a great sense of encouragement and enthusiasm, what would he write to us 
today? Could he write the varied Messianic congregations and assemblies in today’s world 
that they can truly approach God because they are always functioning in His love? Could he 
write us as individuals and tell us that we are functioning in His love? 

1:11 Being “sincere and without offense” (NKJV) requires that Believers continually let 
the Holy Spirit purge any remaining sin or ungodly behavior from them throughout our life 
on Earth. This process continues to the day of Messiah, be that the Second Coming—or even 
our own personal rendezvous with Him. In v. 11, Paul tells the Philippians that he wants 
them to be “reaping the full harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ” 
(NEB). This is likely a reference to the fruit of the Spirit, a partial listing of which he gives in 
Galatians 5:22-23: 

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.” 

 
44 BDAG, 255. 
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Additional details to add to this list appear in Ephesians 1:6, 12, where Paul says, “to the 
praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved…to the end 
that we who were the first to hope in Messiah would be to the praise of His glory.” In v. 11 
Paul is likely affected, profoundly even, by terms appearing throughout the Tanach that all 
epitomize the true meaning of righteous behavior: 

 
“Do horses run on rocks? Or does one plow them with oxen? Yet you have turned 
justice into poison and the fruit of righteousness into wormwood” (Amos 6:12). 
 
“He who walks with integrity, and works righteousness, and speaks truth in his heart” 
(Psalm 15:2). 
 
“Honor the LORD from your wealth and from the first of all your produce” (Proverbs 
3:9). 
 
“The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, and he who is wise wins souls” (Proverbs 
11:30). 
 
The Apostle Paul expresses some confidence that the Philippians have developed 

properly to the point of understanding what the sincere love of the Lord is, as well as 
concentrated devotion to one another. This is a love that is surely embodied in the life of 
Yeshua the Messiah, but is first typified in the ethos of the Torah. Fee points out, “The ‘fruit 
consisting of true righteousness’ has not to do with circumcision, or with any other 
measurable, religious expression of law-keeping; rather it has to do with boasting in Christ 
and ‘serving’ by the Spirit, and thus being formed into God’s own character, evidenced by 
the way one lives.”45 Fee is actually correct in most of these remarks, as one must boast or 
exalt in his or her relationship with the Father via His Son, Yeshua. However, the challenge 
is how God’s people can all live the way Yeshua lived in obedience to God’s commandments. 

As Messianic Believers, each of us rightly affirms that Yeshua the Messiah obeyed the 
commandments of the Torah perfectly. But how many of us fail to understand that our 
relationship is not with the Torah—it is with the God who gave the Torah? The Torah 
defines how one is to live, and expresses God’s character of wanting to protect us as His 
people. Our obedience as Believers is to come via the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives, 
and as our hearts and minds become increasingly more oriented toward the Lord. 

All of us as Believers in Yeshua must be demonstrating transformed lives in the sinful 
world in which we live. Our obedience to God and our actions are ultimately the only things 
that testify to others of the change that He has enacted within us. How do we as today’s 
Messianic community demonstrate that keeping the Torah properly can come as a result of 
this changed life and being filled with God’s love? Yeshua Himself says, “If you keep My 

 
45 Fee, 104. 
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commandments, you will abide in My love; just as I have kept My Father's commandments 
and abide in His love” (John 15:10). Being changed by God’s love and letting His love be our 
motivation for obeying Him—while good things to read about on paper—are some 
challenges for today’s generation of maturing Messianic Believers. 

Paul closes his salutation to the Philippians with his hope that all he desires for them 
will be “to the glory and praise of God.” While he will follow some standard conventions of 
Greek letter writing in Philippians, this closing introduction is quite consistent with 
standard Jewish convention of the First Century,46 being paralled in the Tanach and 
Apocrypha: 

 
“Therefore I will give thanks to You, O LORD, among the nations, and I will sing praises 
to Your name” (2 Samuel 22:50). 
 
“And my tongue shall declare Your righteousness and Your praise all day long” (Psalm 
35:28). 
 
“Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, from everlasting to everlasting. Amen and 
Amen” (Psalm 41:13). 
 
“Nations will declare his wisdom, and the congregation will proclaim his praise” 
(Sirach 39:10). 
 
 
12 Now I want you to know, brethren, that my circumstances have turned out for 
the greater progress of the gospel, 13 so that my imprisonment in the cause of 
Messiah has become well known throughout the whole praetorian guard and to 
everyone else, 14 and that most of the brethren, trusting in the Lord because of 
my imprisonment, have far more courage to speak the word of God without fear. 
 
1:12 Having just expressed a great deal of confidence in the Philippians, Paul now 

begins to describe his present condition in more detail. He says, “Friends, I want you to 
understand that the work of the Gospel has been helped on, rather than hindered, by this 
business of mine” (NEB). WBC renders v. 12 with “the things that happened to me have 
advanced the progress of the gospel rather than retarded it.”47 Paul’s circumstances, while 
not being positive, have nonetheless brought positive results. These circumstances have 
brought prokopē, “a movement forward to an improved state, progress, advancement, 
furtherance” (BDAG).48 O’Brien indicates that “His imprisonment was a demonstration or 

 
46 Cf. O’Brien, 79, 82. 
47 Hawthorne, 31. 
48 BDAG, 871. 
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manifestation of Christ’s saving activity and therefore contributed to the spread of the 
gospel.”49 

A definite example to consider is how Paul’s imprisonment in Philippi in Acts 16:25-34, 
after he and Silas were humiliated and beaten, ultimately led to him proclaiming the good 
news to the jailer. The easiest modern parallel for us to consider would be a difficult 
circumstance and time in our own lives, where our reliance upon God has had to be so 
strong that we knew He would turn a bad situation into a good one. Have you ever faced the 
death of a loved one? Have you ever had bills hanging over you that you did not know how 
you were going to pay? Did your car finally start in a bad part of town? These are places we 
are able to see His salvation work in our lives, as we have all had experiences where the 
Lord has had to Divinely intervene when all hope appears to be lost. The Apostle Paul, 
reflecting on his own experiences, is able to have the assurance of knowing that whatever 
happens to him, God will use it for His glory. 

1:13 In v. 13, Paul notes that his imprisonment is not known for him committing any 
crime, but because “my imprisonment is for Christ” (NRSV). Some have speculated that 
Paul’s belief in Yeshua is no longer being protected by Roman law as a religio licita or legal 
religion. We cannot determine this with accuracy, but we do know that the Lord Himself is 
responsible for telling Paul, “for as you have solemnly witnessed to My cause at Jerusalem, 
so you must witness at Rome also” (Acts 23:11). Whether he was being incarcerated for 
actually believing in Yeshua, or simply because Yeshua has “put him there,” so to speak, the 
Lord was doing something miraculous. 

Paul tells the Philippians, “in all the praetorium, and to all the rest, my bonds have 
become clearly revealed to be in Christ” (LITV). There can be some confusion as to what 
praitōrion actually means, as it is generally defined as the Greek equivalent of the “Lat. 
Praetorium, the residence of the Governor, Government-house” (LS).50 As already noted in the 
Introduction, some interpreters hold to the position that this was the Praetorium in Rome, 
whereas others think it is a reference to a Roman garrison in either Ephesus or Caesarea. 
Regardless of where this Praetorium was, those among these elite soldiers had heard about 
Yeshua from, or because of, Paul. Consider what some of the Philippians may have thought 
when they heard this, being retired soldiers themselves or related to Roman veterans: 
“Some of our own are finally hearing the gospel!” 

Some commentators find a Roman composition for Philippians difficult because the 
Praetorian guard in Rome would have numbered about 9,000, and Paul indicates that “the 
whole praetorium, and to the other places—all” (YLT) knows about him.51 Others may 
emphasize that “everyone else” is actually the main emphasis of Paul’s point in v. 13, 
specifically implying that it is not necessarily soldiers who have heard about him, but 
actually those who had dealings in Roman imperial affairs. Fee, who adheres to a Roman 

 
49 O’Brien, 92. 
50 LS, 666. 
51 Cf. Martin, 70; O’Brien, pp 93-94. 
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composition of Philippians, points out, “to Paul and to the believers in Philippi, only Jesus is 
Lord…and his lordship over Caesar is already making itself felt through the penetration of 
the gospel into the heart of Roman political life.”52 

It frequently bereaves me to see teachings in the Messianic movement circulate that 
absolutely disparage the Greeks and the Romans, as though these two ancient peoples had 
no value in the eyes of God. While they were certainly plagued with their paganism and 
their denial of the God of Israel, Paul’s comments to the Philippians from Rome reflect on 
the fact that He is intimately concerned with their salvation—even that of Caesar himself. 
Paul expresses a great deal of joy in knowing that the gospel message of the Messiah of 
Israel—the life story of Yeshua from the so-called “backwater” province of Judea—is now 
being talked about within the palace of the Roman emperor! Why is it so difficult for some 
Messianics to embrace Paul’s own attitude concerning these people? 

The situation that Paul may be writing from may be at the end of his two-year 
detention prior to his trial in Rome. The Fourth Century Christian historian Eusebius 
recorded, “after…Paul passed two whole years at Rome as a prisoner at large and that he 
preached the gospel without restraint, brings his history to a close. After pleading his cause, 
he is said to have been sent again to the city, that he finished his life with martyrdom” 
(Ecclesiastical History 2.22.1-2).53 As already mentioned, Paul’s writing to the Philippians 
likely occurred at the time he was transported from his rented quarters in Rome to a prison 
facility immediately prior to going before Caesar.54 It would not be until the reign of Nero, 
who “advanced to such criminal excesses as to disregard all rights” (Ecclesiastical History 
2.22.8),55 that Paul would later be executed. But even though we know this now, Paul would 
not have known this composing his letter to the Philippians. He did not know what was 
going to happen—other than the Lord having told him that he was to go to Rome. 

1:14 In spite of what may have been dire circumstances for Paul, he is able to give a 
positive report to the Philippians. He tells them, “Most of the brothers in the Lord have 
gained confidence from my imprisonment and dare even more to speak the message 
fearlessly” (HCSB). The Apostle Paul, by his ability to endure incarceration for the cause of 
Yeshua, presents an example to the Roman Believers that they can emulate. The result of 
this is that they “are much more bold to speak and publish fearlessly the Word of God 
[acting with more freedom and indifference to the consequences]” (Amplified Bible). The 
Roman Believers are not intimidated about what might happen to them for proclaiming the 
message of salvation. 

When we consider what Paul was able to accomplish in his life for the Lord, we should 
rightly ask ourselves whether we present an example that other Believers can emulate 
today. Very few of us will ever be incarcerated for our beliefs in Yeshua, or for us spreading 

 
52 Fee, 114. 
53 Eusebius of Caesarea: Ecclesiastical History, trans. C.F. Cruse (Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 1998), 58. 
54 Cf. Kent, in EXP, 11:110. 
55 Ecclesiastical History, 59. 
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the good news—but we will all experience difficult trials that will require us to endure. The 
love of God should empower us to make it through these tests, and give us the seamless 
ability to overcome the attacks and discouragement of the enemy. Are you able to do this in 
your life? As a Messianic Believer, when you study the weekly Torah portions—is this 
something you discuss? The Apostle Paul certainly had a confidence rooted deeply from his 
own study of the Tanach. 
 

 
15 Some, to be sure, are preaching Messiah even from envy and strife, but some 
also from good will; 16 the latter do it out of love, knowing that I am appointed for 
the defense of the gospel; 17 the former proclaim Messiah out of selfish ambition 
rather than from pure motives, thinking to cause me distress in my 
imprisonment. 
 
1:15 Paul is absolutely concerned about evangelism in his remarks to the Philippians. 

He is ecstatic about the good news being spread throughout Rome where he is incarcerated. 
However, Paul does have to reflect on the motives of those spreading the good news. In v. 15 
he says, “It's true that some are preaching out of jealousy and rivalry. But others preach 
about Christ with pure motives” (NLT). He has to compare and contrast the motives of those 
who are proclaiming the gospel. In particular, he must sadly report that some proclaim the 
Messiah “in a jealous and quarrelsome spirit” (NEB). O’Brien summarizes, 

“The driving force of the first group is [phthonos] and [eris], well-known ethical terms 
that turn up in contemporary ‘lists of vices’. [phthonos] (‘envy’, ‘jealousy’), according to 
Aristotle, was not simply, as [zēlos], the desire to have what another person possesses 
without necessarily bearing a grudge against him because of it. Rather, the concern was 
more to deprive the other person of the desired thing than to gain it… [phthonos] is 
symptomatic of pseudo-Christian teaching that delights in controversy and worldly 
dispute…it also describes the evil motives of those who delivered Jesus to Pilate.”56 

We see similar terms employed earlier by Paul in Galatians and Romans where he 
describes those who will not inherit the Kingdom of God: 

 
“Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, 
idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife [eris], jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, 
dissensions, factions, envying [phthonos], drunkenness, carousing, and things like 
these, of which I forewarn you, just as I have forewarned you, that those who practice 
such things will not inherit the kingdom of God” (Galatians 5:20-21). 
 
“And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer, God gave them over to 
a depraved mind, to do those things which are not proper, being filled with all 

 
56 O’Brien, 99. 
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unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, evil; full of envy [phthonos], murder, strife [eris], 
deceit, malice; they are gossips” (Romans 1:28-29). 
 
We could consider the relationship of the problems described in Romans 1:28-29 and 

what was presently happening to Paul during his incarceration in Rome. While Paul was 
detained, and certainly while he was in prison, others may have taken advantage of his 
inability to go anywhere and be proclaiming some kind of message—not for the purpose of 
preaching the gospel—but out of jealousy for Paul stopping the good work that he had done 
in Rome. 

1:16 Thankfully, Paul is able to tell the Philippians that there were many who proclaim 
the good news “in love, knowing that I am put here for the defense of the gospel” (NIV). 
They recognized Paul’s condition and followed his example, continuing the work he left for 
them in Rome. 

1:17 In v. 17 Paul describes that those who somehow “proclaim” Yeshua dishonorably do 
so “out of selfish ambition,” “partisanship” (RSV), or “personal rivalry” (NEB). Their 
intention was not necessarily to give Paul some joy in knowing that his work continues in 
Rome, but rather he says, “to afflict me in my imprisonment” (ESV). The Greek that Paul 
uses to describe this is thlipsin egeirein, which could be rendered as “to arouse tribulation” or 
“to raise tribulation.”57 This vocabulary appears in some notable places in the LXX 
rendering of Proverbs: 

 
“Hatred stirs up [egeirei] strife; but affection covers all that do not love strife” 
(Proverbs 10:12, LXE). 
 
“Anger slays even wise men; yet a submissive answer turns away wrath: but a grievous 
word stirs up [egeirei] anger” (Proverbs 15:1, LXE). 
 
“Every bad man stirs up [egeirei] strifes: but the Lord will send out against him an 
unmerciful messenger” (Proverbs 17:11, LXE). 
 
Paul, in a not so subtle way to those who knew these Scriptures, was able to describe 

that those in Rome proclaiming the good news for dishonorable purposes were doing things 
that God will ultimately judge. It is important for us to consider, however, that Paul himself 
did not seek to judge them. Somehow his composure and confidence in the Lord were so 
strong that he was able to see the good which would come from all of this, and simply left 
these people to Him. Even though these opponents may have thought that they can cause 
him some distress, it was futile for them to try. 

Theologians are not agreed as to who these people might be, or even if a specific 
identity can be determined. Martin writes, “They must be Christians who bore no love to 

 
57 My rendering of “raise” is derived from the lexical egeirō, meaning “to rouse, stir up,” or notably, “to raise 

or erect a building” (LS, 221). 
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the apostle personally, who were anxious to see him remain in prison, and who intended to 
make that imprisonment as galling and irksome as possible, deriving a ‘malcious 
satisfaction’…from aggravating him in this way.”58 It is possible that these were Roman 
“Believers” who were warned of certain things in Paul’s Epistle to the Romans sent several 
years earlier.59 

Some of those proposing an Ephesian composition of Philippians have considered these 
opponents to be those who were proclaiming Yeshua to counter those who were persecuting 
Paul. In other words, they preached the gospel not to save others, but to “stick it,” as it were, 
to those who were giving Paul a difficult time. But we still must remember that there is no 
record of Paul being imprisoned in Ephesus. 

Certainly, there are many comparisons we can make between vs. 15-17 and situations 
that people in the Body of Messiah worldwide face today. But we need to specifically focus 
on what these words mean to us as Messianic Believers. First of all, we should consider that 
the Messianic community has widely grown not necessarily through the proclamation of 
the good news of Yeshua’s salvation in a fuller and deeper Hebraic context, but by spreading 
a message about “Torah.” In this case, it is not often the salvation of Yeshua and how He 
lived in obedience to His Father’s commandments that is proclaimed—it is often just about 
how we are to “return to Torah,” with Yeshua placed as an accessory. This is an incomplete 
message. 

Secondly, we must also consider the fact that the Messianic movement has grown with 
people not always teaching about the Hebraic Roots of our faith with honorable motives. 
There are teachers “out there” in the Messianic world of ideas who are not at all trying to 
help people grow in the knowledge and grace of God, but are rather out there to promote 
themselves and/or their own cardinal teaching(s). No effort is ever made by these teachers 
to properly disciple and mentor people who hear about our Hebraic Roots and how God’s 
revelation begins with the Torah. 

Thankfully, there are people well intentioned, just like some of the Believers in Rome, 
who proclaim what God is doing in this hour through “true goodwill” (NEB). These are 
people who are filled with the love of Yeshua, who have practical Biblical knowledge that 
people can use, and who have discernment to judge critical situations when they arise. 
These are the people who know that the reason we are to obey God’s commandments in the 
Torah is because we love God and are to grow toward maturity. These are the people who 
are more concerned about promoting who the Lord is and what He has done in their lives. 
These are the people who are able to let their Master handle anyone disgracing the 
Messianic message, recognizing that it is His job—and not theirs—to deal with them (no 
matter how great the temptation may be to do otherwise.) 

 
58 Martin, 71. 
59 Consult the author’s entry on the Epistle to the Romans in A Survey of the Apostolic Scriptures for the 

Practical Messianic for more information on this letter’s composition. 
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These people have a patience and serenity similar to that of the Apostle Paul expressing 
himself to the Philippians. Are you one of these Messianics? Consider the fact that Paul is 
able to speak quite openly and frankly to his Philippian friends—indicating that most of 
them had their faith in Yeshua, their obedience to God’s commandments, and their 
testimony to the world in the right order. 
 

 
18 What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Messiah is 
proclaimed; and in this I rejoice. Yes, and I will rejoice, 19 for I know that this will 
turn out for my deliverance through your prayers and the provision of the Spirit 
of Yeshua the Messiah, 20 according to my earnest expectation and hope, that I 
will not be put to shame in anything, but that with all boldness, Messiah will even 
now, as always, be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death. 
 
1:18 Paul is able to express a confidence to the Philippians that few of us even today 

would be able to have, in light of those going out and “ministering” with improper motives. 
He says, “But what does it matter? The important thing is that in every way, whether from 
false motives or true, Christ is preached. And because of this I rejoice. Yes, and I will 
continue to rejoice” (NIV). Various readers have noted that at least in Paul’s situation, those 
proclaiming Yeshua with insincere or dishonorable motives were probably not preaching 
heresy. Kent considers that “They were doctrinally orthodox, but at the same time mean and 
selfish, using the occasion of Paul’s confinement to promote themselves.”60 

For some reason, Paul has a masterful ability to see the “big picture.” In spite of the 
dishonorable intentions of some wanting to deter his work in Rome, or even skew the gospel 
message for their own purposes, the message of Yeshua the Messiah was being proclaimed. 
The Lord, being bigger than both Paul and these people, is still going to accomplish things. 
Not surprisingly, none of these things have changed—even almost two millennia since Paul 
wrote to the Philippians. Dunnam explains, “Others were interested in success for its own 
sake. Jealous of Paul, they were determined to show that they could be successful and that 
the church could prosper without him. How ‘human’ the church, then as now! So there was 
strife and envy.”61 

Should we be surprised when similar things happen in today’s Messianic movement 
when teachers appear to be “competing” with one another? How difficult is it for some of us 
to realize that in spite of the fallen condition of human beings—the Lord is still able to 
work? Even more so, how difficult is it for some Messianics to realize that God still works 
through the Christian Church, in spite of its limitations regarding Israel and the Old 
Testament? 

 
60 Kent, in EXP, 11:111. 
61 Dunnam, 264. 
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