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DAY  
FORTY-NINE 

 

“Handy Work” 

Psalm 138:1-8 
 
The Holy One gave me a special gift about ten days ago, and yet I did not 

realize I had been given this gift until I opened up the “package” with today’s Omer 
Count Psalm selection (Psalm 138:1-8). This year we have been preparing to 
celebrate the Feast of Weeks with a group gathering in Orlando for Shavuot 2004, 
and a little over a week ago, some dear friends of ours from Canada arrived. During 
the course of some of our conversations, which got us reacquainted after a time of 
some separation, my friend was inspired to read Psalm 138. As it was read, I did 
not remember that it was going to be read a little more than a week later. You can 
imagine my excitement as I turned to Psalm 138, after having a preemptive 
reading. But before expounding on what this might mean, you can declare the 
following verses for your own personal edification: 

 

Psalm 67:1-7 
For the choir director; with stringed instruments. A Psalm. A Song. God be 
gracious to us and bless us, and cause His face to shine upon us—Selah. That 
Your way may be known on the earth, Your salvation among all nations. Let 
the peoples praise You, O God; let all the peoples praise You. Let the nations 
be glad and sing for joy; for You will judge the peoples with uprightness and 
guide the nations on the earth. Selah. Let the peoples praise You, O God; let all 
the peoples praise You. The earth has yielded its produce; God, our God, 
blesses us. God blesses us, that all the ends of the earth may fear Him. 
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Psalm 138:1-8 
A Psalm of David I will give You thanks with all my heart; I will sing 
praises to You before the gods. I will bow down toward Your holy 
temple and give thanks to Your name for Your lovingkindness and 
Your truth; for You have magnified Your word according to all 
Your name. On the day I called, You answered me; You made me 
bold with strength in my soul. All the kings of the earth will give 
thanks to You, O LORD, when they have heard the words of Your 
mouth. And they will sing of the ways of the LORD, for great is the 
glory of the LORD. For though the LORD is exalted, yet He regards 
the lowly, but the haughty He knows from afar. Though I walk in 
the midst of trouble, You will revive me; You will stretch forth 
Your hand against the wrath of my enemies, and Your right hand 
will save me. The LORD will accomplish what concerns me; Your 
lovingkindness, O LORD, is everlasting; do not forsake the works of 
Your hands. 
 
I remember that when Psalm 138 was read to my wife and me about ten days 

ago, the final verses really stood out as we leapt to receive the spiritual 
encouragement they contained. They testify of the great lovingkindness of God that 
He showers upon us as His people. No word could be more encouraging to a 
person who is Counting the Omer, and desiring more intimacy with Him! 

“The LORD will work out his plans for my life—for your faithful 
love, O LORD, endures forever. Don't abandon me, for you made me” 
(Psalm 138:8, NLT). 

Our journey of Counting the Omer is nearly complete. In His grace to me, the 
Lord has allowed this time of intimacy over the past seven weeks to remind me not 
only of His omnipotence—but also of His providence. He desires so much to have 
us realize that He is intimately concerned about the minutest of details in our lives. 
In the selection of today’s Psalm reading, I am reminded of just how much He indeed 
loves me and has guided my life for His purposes. This, in turn, draws me into 
praise, worship, and adoration! As I consider the phrase “do not forsake the works 
of Your hand” (Psalm 138:8b) seen in today’s passage, I am led to two sections in 
the Book of Job. 

In the following passage from Job, Job is questioning God and the works of His 
hands. As a human who is desperately trying to understand his Creator, the 
frustration from trials of life can cause one to draw some poor conclusions: 

“I loathe my own life; I will give full vent to my complaint; I will speak in the 
bitterness of my soul. I will say to God, ‘Do not condemn me; let me know why 
You contend with me. Is it right for You indeed to oppress, to reject the labor of 
Your hands, and to look favorably on the schemes of the wicked? Have You eyes of 
flesh? Or do You see as a man sees? Are Your days as the days of a mortal, or Your 
years as man's years, that You should seek for my guilt and search after my sin? 
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According to Your knowledge I am indeed not guilty, yet there is no deliverance 
from Your hand. Your hands fashioned and made me altogether, and would You 
destroy me? Remember now, that You have made me as clay; and would You turn 
me into dust again?’” (Job 10:1-9). 

Job knew that he was fashioned by the hands of the Creator for His use. He 
realized that he would eventually die because he was a limited mortal, speaking to 
an ever-present and Eternal God. Job questions the work of his Creator, being 
frustrated. He wants answers. In the end of his deliberations he thinks that perhaps it 
might have been better for him to have gone straight from “the womb to the tomb,” 
and avoid the pitfalls and agonies of Earthly life altogether: 

“Why then have You brought me out of the womb? Would that I had died and 
no eye had seen me! I should have been as though I had not been, carried from 
womb to tomb. Would He not let my few days alone? Withdraw from me that I 
may have a little cheer before I go—and I shall not return—to the land of darkness 
and deep shadow, the land of utter gloom as darkness itself, of deep shadow without 
order, and which shines as the darkness” (Job 10:18-22). 

This end sounds a little depressing at this point in the narrative. But if you go a 
little further in the story, one of the most profound things that Job says, appears: 

“Though He slay me, I will hope in Him. Nevertheless I will argue 
my ways before Him. This also will be my salvation, for a godless man 
may not come before His presence” (Job 13:15-16). 

Here, Job declares his fealty and faithfulness to his Creator. He is forced to 
conclude that in the sovereignty of God there is hope for the future: 

“Oh that You would hide me in Sheol, that You would conceal me until Your 
wrath returns to You, that You would set a limit for me and remember me! If a 
man dies, will he live again? All the days of my struggle I will wait until my 
change comes. You will call, and I will answer You; You will long for the work of 
Your hands. For now You number my steps, You do not observe my sin. My 
transgression is sealed up in a bag, and You wrap up my iniquity” (Job 14:13-17). 

In one of the varied Tanakh passages often used to substantiate the concept of 
resurrection, Job refers to the work of God’s hands, and reminds Him that such 
work has not been in vain. Job is quick to point out to the Lord, just like the 
Psalmist, “You would set Your heart on Your handiwork” (Job 14:15, NJPS). 

Through the trials, tribulations, and tests of life, our appeal to the Lord must 
be for His sovereign, loving hand to come and deal not only with our enemies—but 
also with tenderness toward those of us He has made for His tasks and assignments. 
There is no better appeal than to simply ask for His will to be accomplished, as one 
submits fully to God’s justice and mercy. As Yeshua taught us to pray, 

“Your kingdom come. Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven” 
(Matthew 6:10). 

It has been a great joy to reflect upon the great works of God during our daily 
discipline of Counting the Omer. Now that we are preparing to celebrate Shavuot, 
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we can be at peace that our Heavenly Father is definitely in control of all that is 
happening in His universe. He is mindful of every speck of dust—be it on the Earth 
or deep out in the cosmos—and certainly what every human being is doing: most 
especially those in whom His Holy Spirit resides! He has all of our good intentions 
in mind, as we should each anticipate great things at the Feast of Weeks! 

May we all give thanks to Him with all of our hearts! May we sing praises to 
Him as we bow down and give glory to Him for all that He has accomplished and 
will do in the future! 
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