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DAY  
FORTY-SEVEN 

 

“Forgiveness” 

Psalm 130:1-8 
 
It is amazing how just one word in a passage of Scripture can take you on a 

“wild ride” through the Holy Writ, as you seek to plumb its depths. Continuing 
from yesterday, this second of two “Songs of Ascent,” which lay the groundwork 
for the soon coming Feast of Weeks, did just that this morning as I came to the 
word “forgiveness” in my reading. What person on Earth is not in need of some 
kind of forgiveness, or a release from wrongs committed? However, before we cry 
out for more understanding about the blessed availability of forgiveness from our 
Creator, take the time to consider our selections for today. Perhaps as His face 
shines upon you in your pursuit of Him, the Lord will communicate that you are 
indeed forgiven from all of your trespasses and sins: 

 

Psalm 67:1-7 
For the choir director; with stringed instruments. A Psalm. A Song. God be 
gracious to us and bless us, and cause His face to shine upon us—Selah. That 
Your way may be known on the earth, Your salvation among all nations. Let 
the peoples praise You, O God; let all the peoples praise You. Let the nations 
be glad and sing for joy; for You will judge the peoples with uprightness and 
guide the nations on the earth. Selah. Let the peoples praise You, O God; let all 
the peoples praise You. The earth has yielded its produce; God, our God, 
blesses us. God blesses us, that all the ends of the earth may fear Him. 
 
 



Counting the Omer 

- 248 - 

Psalm 130:1-8 
A Song of Ascents. Out of the depths I have cried to You, O LORD. 
Lord, hear my voice! Let Your ears be attentive to the voice of my 
supplications. If You, LORD, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who 
could stand? But there is forgiveness with You, that You may be 
feared. I wait for the LORD, my soul does wait, and in His word do I 
hope. My soul waits for the Lord more than the watchmen for the 
morning; indeed, more than the watchmen for the morning. O Israel, 
hope in the LORD; for with the LORD there is lovingkindness, and 
with Him is abundant redemption. And He will redeem Israel from 
all his iniquities. 
 
Perhaps one of the starkest realities, that all sober mortals must recognize, is 

the lack of perfection in our humanity. Regardless of who we are, or when we live, 
coherent persons are inevitably challenged with the propensity to err. Who among 
us living today, or those who have preceded us, can testify that they have never 
offended someone else or transgressed the universal moral law of treating others 
properly and with basic respect and dignity?1 Even the pagan religions of the world 
acknowledge this precept. Harmony and brotherly love are certainly desires of the 
human heart, as it seeks to placate the tendency to satisfy itself. 

As a result of our inability to keep placing our own interests ahead of others, 
the probability of offense occasionally interrupts. It is at these times when we 
are in desperate need of forgiveness. If we have some sensitivity to those 
around us, then we should be quick to apologize and seek forgiveness from those 
offended. 

In the case of God’s people, the individual responsibility is sometimes reflected 
in the corporate sense. The Hebrew word appearing in our Psalm selection (Psalm 
130:1-8) for “forgiveness,” selichah,2 is only found two other times in the Tanakh, 
Nehemiah 9:17 and Daniel 9:9. 

Examining these usages of selichah, I found two important servants of God 
who had profound impacts on their generations, because of their faith and 
leadership skills. However, this word is used regarding the corporate need for 
Israel’s transgressions to be dealt with, and not necessarily the personal emphasis 
on forgiveness that is highly emphasized in the Apostolic Scriptures. This should not 
be a problem for you, though, because when a person experiences individual 
forgiveness from sin—the need to intercede for corporate forgiveness of a 
community or one’s people should be innately understood. Read the summary 
statements in Nehemiah, followed by Daniel’s great prayer of contrition: 

 

 
1 “In everything, therefore, treat people the same way you want them to treat you, for this is the 

Law and the Prophets” (Matthew 7:12). 
2 “pardon, forgiveness” (CHALOT, 257). 
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“But they, our fathers, acted arrogantly; they became stubborn and would not 
listen to Your commandments. They refused to listen, and did not remember 
Your wondrous deeds which You had performed among them; so they became 
stubborn and appointed a leader to return to their slavery in Egypt. But You 
are a God of forgiveness [selichah], gracious and compassionate, slow 
to anger and abounding in lovingkindness; and You did not forsake 
them” (Nehemiah 9:16-17). 
 
“In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of Median descent, who was 
made king over the kingdom of the Chaldeans—in the first year of his reign, I, 
Daniel, observed in the books the number of the years which was revealed as the 
word of the LORD to Jeremiah the prophet for the completion of the 
desolations of Jerusalem, namely, seventy years. So I gave my attention to the 
Lord God to seek Him by prayer and supplications, with fasting, sackcloth and 
ashes. I prayed to the LORD my God and confessed and said, ‘Alas, O Lord, the 
great and awesome God, who keeps His covenant and lovingkindness for those 
who love Him and keep His commandments, we have sinned, committed 
iniquity, acted wickedly and rebelled, even turning aside from Your 
commandments and ordinances. Moreover, we have not listened to Your 
servants the prophets, who spoke in Your name to our kings, our princes, our 
fathers and all the people of the land. Righteousness belongs to You, O Lord, 
but to us open shame, as it is this day—to the men of Judah, the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem and all Israel, those who are nearby and those who are far away in all 
the countries to which You have driven them, because of their unfaithful deeds 
which they have committed against You. Open shame belongs to us, O Lord, 
to our kings, our princes and our fathers, because we have sinned against You. 
To the Lord our God belong compassion and forgiveness [selichah], 
for we have rebelled against Him; nor have we obeyed the voice of 
the LORD our God, to walk in His teachings which He set before us 
through His servants the prophets. Indeed all Israel has 
transgressed Your law and turned aside, not obeying Your voice; so 
the curse has been poured out on us, along with the oath which is 
written in the law of Moses the servant of God, for we have sinned 
against Him. Thus He has confirmed His words which He had spoken against 
us and against our rulers who ruled us, to bring on us great calamity; for under 
the whole heaven there has not been done anything like what was done to 
Jerusalem. As it is written in the law of Moses, all this calamity has come on us; 
yet we have not sought the favor of the LORD our God by turning from our 
iniquity and giving attention to Your truth. Therefore the LORD has kept the 
calamity in store and brought it on us; for the LORD our God is righteous with 
respect to all His deeds which He has done, but we have not obeyed His voice. 
And now, O Lord our God, who have brought Your people out of the land of 
Egypt with a mighty hand and have made a name for Yourself, as it is this day—
we have sinned, we have been wicked. O Lord, in accordance with all Your 
righteous acts, let now Your anger and Your wrath turn away from Your city 
Jerusalem, Your holy mountain; for because of our sins and the iniquities of our 
fathers, Jerusalem and Your people have become a reproach to all those around 
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us. So now, our God, listen to the prayer of Your servant and to his 
supplications, and for Your sake, O Lord, let Your face shine on Your desolate 
sanctuary. O my God, incline Your ear and hear! Open Your eyes and see our 
desolations and the city which is called by Your name; for we are not 
presenting our supplications before You on account of any merits of our own, 
but on account of Your great compassion. O Lord, hear! O Lord, forgive! O 
Lord, listen and take action! For Your own sake, O my God, do not delay, 
because Your city and Your people are called by Your name” (Daniel 9:1-19). 
 
In both of these descriptions, we see that the forgiveness of God is one of His 

attributes that will be used to redeem Israel from its corporate punishment of 
disobeying Him and His Torah. 

Turning to the Apostolic Scriptures, we see that forgiveness is indeed a 
personal responsibility, which needs to be appropriated by every man and woman 
who wants a right relationship with God. Yeshua shows us the need for forgiveness 
when He taught His Disciples at the Last Supper Passover meal: 

“[F]or this is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for 
forgiveness of sins” (Matthew 26:28). 

In absolute terms, Yeshua detailed what is required for the forgiveness of sins: 
His own death. The gruesome thought of not only His crucifixion, but the need 
for His blood and His broken body—symbolized by the wine and bread—was a 
vivid way to remind His followers of the consequences of sin. 

Later on in the Apostolic Scriptures, the author of Hebrews reminds his 
readers that the concept of blood sacrifices for the forgiveness of sins is not 
something new, but rather a part of the Torah of Moses: 

“For when every commandment had been spoken by Moses to all the people 
according to the Law, he took the blood of the calves…, with water and scarlet 
wool and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book itself and all the people, saying, 
‘THIS IS THE BLOOD OF THE COVENANT WHICH GOD COMMANDED YOU’ [Exodus 
24:8]. And in the same way he sprinkled both the tabernacle and all the vessels of 
the ministry with the blood. And according to the Law, one may almost say, 
all things are cleansed with blood, and without shedding of blood 
there is no forgiveness” (Hebrews 9:19-22). 

Considering the concept of forgiveness on this Day #47 of our Omer Count, it 
is important to remember that it is both a personal necessity as well as a corporate 
necessity—especially as many of us will soon be coming together to remember the 
Feast of Weeks. But as we work out our own salvation with fear and trembling 
(Philippians 2:12), we can strive to inspire others to do the same. We can surely be 
going before the Father in concentrated prayer during the next few days, that many 
would be sensitive to His Spirit and specially touched, as they resolve any issues 
that impede their growth and maturation in Him. 

As God continually restores His people, we will eventually get to the place 
where we will receive a corporate forgiveness, all of Israel will be reunited and 



Day Forty-Seven 

- 251 - 

restored, and Yeshua will return to rule and reign on Earth. This is an awesome 
reality, and one that the Psalmist clearly reminds us of as we come to the 
conclusion of today’s reading: 

“O Israel, hope in the LORD; for with the LORD there is 
lovingkindness, and with Him is abundant redemption. And He will 
redeem Israel from all his iniquities” (Psalm 130:7-8). 

This is a word which should give us all great hope as we go before Him. We 
can have significant assurance that the forgiveness that emanates from the Holy One 
is ultimately reflected in His willingness to offer His own Son, and Yeshua’s 
willingness to die for us. As a result, we can have great confidence that the Lord 
will redeem Israel—not only individually—but also corporately! With just three 
days left until Shavuot, I can hardly wait for what lies in store and the great things 
that we get to remember! 
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