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DAY FORTY-TWO 
 

“Obedience to the Lord” 

Psalm 105:1-11 
 
When we come to certain Scripture passages, we are often reminded of other 

parts of the Bible that have had some degree of significant impact on our lives. This 
morning, a reference to God’s remembrance of the covenants that He has made 
with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, reminded me of some of the statements appearing 
in Leviticus 26 that were the subject of last week’s Torah portion (2004: Bamidbar, 
Numbers 1:1-4:20). I also went through the balance of Psalm 105 and found 
another reference that has been one of my favorite verses to consider over the 
years. V. 19 refers to the “word” that was given to Joseph as a young man, which he 
held onto throughout all of the trials of his life: 

“Until the time that his [Joseph’s] word came to pass, the word of the 
LORD tested him” (Psalm 105:19).1 

After further reflection, I found a thread of thought that really got me to think, 
as we close this sixth week during our Omer Count. But before getting too far 
ahead in my deliberation, let me pause to let you read and declare this morning’s 
Psalm selections—so that you will have the opportunity to give Him all the praise 
and glory! 

 

Psalm 67:1-7 
For the choir director; with stringed instruments. A Psalm. A Song. God be 
gracious to us and bless us, and cause His face to shine upon us—Selah. That 
Your way may be known on the earth, Your salvation among all nations. Let 
the peoples praise You, O God; let all the peoples praise You. Let the nations 
be glad and sing for joy; for You will judge the peoples with uprightness and 
guide the nations on the earth. Selah. Let the peoples praise You, O God; let all 

 
1 “Until the time his prediction came true, the word of the LORD tested him” (Psalm 105:19, 

HCSB). 
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the peoples praise You. The earth has yielded its produce; God, our God, 
blesses us. God blesses us, that all the ends of the earth may fear Him. 
 

Psalm 105:1-11 
Oh give thanks to the LORD, call upon His name; make known His 
deeds among the peoples. Sing to Him, sing praises to Him; speak of 
all His wonders. Glory in His holy name; let the heart of those who 
seek the LORD be glad. Seek the LORD and His strength; seek His 
face continually. Remember His wonders which He has done, His 
marvels and the judgments uttered by His mouth, O seed of 
Abraham, His servant, O sons of Jacob, His chosen ones! He is the 
LORD our God; His judgments are in all the earth. He has 
remembered His covenant forever, the word which He commanded 
to a thousand generations, the covenant which He made with 
Abraham, and His oath to Isaac. Then He confirmed it to Jacob for a 
statute, to Israel as an everlasting covenant, saying, “To you I will 
give the land of Canaan as the portion of your inheritance.” 
 
For the past two weeks, our Psalm selections have stimulated different songs 

or statements of praise, which have welled up in my heart as background melodies 
and repetitions for the balance of the day. Experiencing this joy emanating from my 
soul is a great delight! For some reason, I am finding a wealth of praises buried in 
my heart, that seem to be bubbling up without any major conscious effort on my 
part. Could it be that the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit is singing these 
words of remembrance and praise, as we anticipate Shavuot in just about a week? Is 
it possible that the Lord is preparing hearts of godly men and women for a special 
time of communion, as they willingly gather at the Feast of Weeks to praise and 
glorify Him? We will certainly know what He has planned for us soon enough. 

This morning as I was turning to our Psalm selection, I did not have some of 
the disruptions and time constraints that typically occur throughout the week. I had 
more time to devote, to read and meditate upon the Word. This was good, because 
Psalm 105 is a succinct summary of a great number of events that occurred 
throughout the history of Ancient Israel. These things naturally stimulated me to 
consider a variety of additional Scripture passages. Even though the selection for 
today was only the first eleven verses of Psalm 105, I found it beneficial to read the 
entire Psalm for context and the overall message of what is communicated. As 
always, I was not disappointed by dedicating the time to supplemental reading. 

In my pursuit of Him this morning, I did not get much further than the term 
“deeds,” seen in the first verse of Psalm 105: 

“Oh give thanks to the LORD, call upon His name; make known His deeds 
among the peoples [make known among the nations what he has done, NIV].” 
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There are certainly significant places in the Tanakh where the “deeds” of the 
Lord are articulated.2 Interestingly enough, nearly all of Psalm 105 is quoted and 
declared within 1 Chronicles 16. This chapter gives a testimony of the celebration 
that followed the arrival of the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem. When 
encountering 1 Chronicles 16, you see that the first fifteen verses of Psalm 105, and 
then parts of Psalm 96 and 106, are given as the celebration occurs: 

 
“And they brought in the ark of God and placed it inside the tent which David 
had pitched for it, and they offered burnt offerings and peace offerings before 
God. When David had finished offering the burnt offering and the peace 
offerings, he blessed the people in the name of the LORD. He distributed to 
everyone of Israel, both man and woman, to everyone a loaf of bread and a 
portion of meat and a raisin cake. He appointed some of the Levites as ministers 
before the ark of the LORD, even to celebrate and to thank and praise the LORD 
God of Israel: Asaph the chief, and second to him Zechariah, then Jeiel, 
Shemiramoth, Jehiel, Mattithiah, Eliab, Benaiah, Obed-edom and Jeiel, with 
musical instruments, harps, lyres; also Asaph played loud-sounding cymbals, 
and Benaiah and Jahaziel the priests blew trumpets continually before the ark of 
the covenant of God. Then on that day David first assigned Asaph and his 
relatives to give thanks to the LORD. Oh give thanks to the LORD, call 
upon His name; make known His deeds among the peoples. Sing to 
Him, sing praises to Him; speak of all His wonders. Glory in His 
holy name; let the heart of those who seek the LORD be glad. Seek 
the LORD and His strength; seek His face continually. Remember 
His wonderful deeds which He has done, His marvels and the 
judgments from His mouth, O seed of Israel His servant, sons of 
Jacob, His chosen ones! He is the LORD our God; His judgments are 
in all the earth. Remember His covenant forever, the word which 
He commanded to a thousand generations, the covenant which He 
made with Abraham, and His oath to Isaac. He also confirmed it to 
Jacob for a statute, to Israel as an everlasting covenant, saying, ‘To 
you I will give the land of Canaan, as the portion of your 
inheritance.’ When they were only a few in number, very few, and 
strangers in it, and they wandered about from nation to nation, and 
from one kingdom to another people, he permitted no man to 
oppress them, and He reproved kings for their sakes, saying, ‘Do 
not touch My anointed ones, and do My prophets no harm.’ [Psalm 
105:1-15]3 Sing to the LORD, all the earth; proclaim good tidings of His 
salvation from day to day. Tell of His glory among the nations, His wonderful 
deeds among all the peoples. For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; 
He also is to be feared above all gods. For all the gods of the peoples are idols, 
but the LORD made the heavens. Splendor and majesty are before Him, 

 
2 In Psalm 105:1, the term alilah appears, “deed, action” (CHALOT, 274). 
3 Cf. Karl Elliger and Wilhelm Rudolph, et. al., eds., Biblica Hebraica Stuttgartensia (Stuttgart: 

Deutche Bibelgesellschaft, 1977), 1490. 
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strength and joy are in His place. Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the 
peoples, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. Ascribe to the LORD the glory 
due His name; bring an offering, and come before Him; worship the LORD in 
holy array. Tremble before Him, all the earth; indeed, the world is firmly 
established, it will not be moved. Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth 
rejoice; and let them say among the nations, ‘The LORD reigns.’ Let the sea 
roar, and all it contains; let the field exult, and all that is in it. Then the trees of 
the forest will sing for joy before the LORD; for He is coming to judge the 
earth. [Psalm 96:13]4 O give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; for His 
lovingkindness is everlasting. Then say, ‘Save us, O God of our salvation, 
and gather us and deliver us from the nations, to give thanks to 
Your holy name, and glory in Your praise.’ [Psalm 106:47]5 Blessed be 
the LORD, the God of Israel, from everlasting even to everlasting. Then all the 
people said, ‘Amen,’ and praised the LORD. So he left Asaph and his relatives 
there before the ark of the covenant of the LORD to minister before the ark 
continually, as every day's work required; and Obed-edom with his 68 
relatives; Obed-edom, also the son of Jeduthun, and Hosah as gatekeepers. He 
left Zadok the priest and his relatives the priests before the tabernacle of the 
LORD in the high place which was at Gibeon, to offer burnt offerings to the 
LORD on the altar of burnt offering continually morning and evening, even 
according to all that is written in the law of the LORD, which He commanded 
Israel. With them were Heman and Jeduthun, and the rest who were chosen, 
who were designated by name, to give thanks to the LORD, because His 
lovingkindness is everlasting. And with them were Heman and Jeduthun with 
trumpets and cymbals for those who should sound aloud, and with instruments 
for the songs of God, and the sons of Jeduthun for the gate. Then all the people 
departed each to his house, and David returned to bless his household” (1 
Chronicles 16). 
 
Having examined 1 Chronicles 16, I was led to go back and survey through 1 

Chronicles chs. 12-16, in order to see a larger context of what occurred prior to 
this dedication. In reading the wider account, I was reminded of our parashah for 
last week (2004), Bamidbar. In Numbers chs. 3-4, the specific duties of the different 
Levitical families are listed. These are the ones who are responsible for the activities 
pertaining to the Tent of Meeting and all of the accoutrements associated with it. 
The movement of the Ark of the Covenant was specifically designated for the 
Kohathites: 

“This is the work of the descendants of Kohath in the tent of meeting, 
concerning the most holy things. When the camp sets out, Aaron and his sons shall 
go in and they shall take down the veil of the screen and cover the ark of the 
testimony with it; and they shall lay a covering of porpoise skin on it, and shall 
spread over it a cloth of pure blue, and shall insert its poles” (Numbers 4:4-6). 

 
4 Ibid., 1491. 
5 Ibid. 
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If you remember the challenges that faced some of those who attempted to 
move the Ark of the Covenant, then you should make some important 
observations. During the initial attempt to relocate the Ark to Jerusalem on an 
oxen-drawn cart, one of the attendants named Uzza was struck dead for attempting 
to stabilize the Ark when it appeared to him that it was in danger of falling: 

“They carried the ark of God on a new cart from the house of Abinadab, and 
Uzza and Ahio drove the cart. David and all Israel were celebrating before God 
with all their might, even with songs and with lyres, harps, tambourines, cymbals 
and with trumpets. When they came to the threshing floor of Chidon, Uzza put out 
his hand to hold the ark, because the oxen nearly upset it. The anger of the 
LORD burned against Uzza, so He struck him down because he put out 
his hand to the ark; and he died there before God” (1 Chronicles 13:7-10). 

Even though the people were celebrating before the Lord with all of their 
might—with songs, lyres, harps, tambourines, cymbals, and trumpets—they were 
not transporting the Ark properly according to His command, and this had tragic 
consequences for Uzza. The result was that “the Ark was temporarily stored for 
three months in the house of Obed-edom the Gittite” (1 Chronicles 13:14). 

In 1 Chronicles 14, we see that David then defeated the Philistines6 and went 
about his life in Jerusalem, having a number of children with several of his wives.7 
As 1 Chronicles 14 concludes, we find that the fame of David spread around 
Ancient Israel’s neighbors, while the Lord Himself brought fear and awe to them.8 
In 1 Chronicles 15 David finally understood the details for properly moving the Ark 
of the Covenant, and is made aware that God’s Law had specific instructions about 
how to transport it. Perhaps he was referred to Numbers chs. 3-4: 

“Then David said, ‘No one is to carry the ark of God but the Levites; 
for the LORD chose them to carry the ark of God and to minister to Him 
forever’…Because you did not carry it at the first, the LORD our God 
made an outburst on us, for we did not seek Him according to the 
ordinance.’ So the priests and the Levites consecrated themselves to bring up the 
ark of the LORD God of Israel. The sons of the Levites carried the ark of 
God on their shoulders with the poles thereon, as Moses had 
commanded according to the word of the LORD” (1 Chronicles 15:2, 13-
15). 

David, having been made aware of God’s instruction as it concerned 
transporting the Ark of the Covenant, obeyed Him and was able to be blessed. 
Once the Ark of the Covenant was relocated to Jerusalem, the celebration that 
followed was of an incredible magnitude: 

“When David had finished offering the burnt offering and the peace offerings, 
he blessed the people in the name of the LORD. He distributed to everyone of 

 
6 1 Chronicles 14:8-16. 
7 1 Chronicles 14:3-7. 
8 1 Chronicles 14:17. 
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Israel, both man and woman, to everyone a loaf of bread and a portion 
of meat and a raisin cake. He appointed some of the Levites as ministers before 
the ark of the LORD, even to celebrate and to thank and praise the LORD 
God of Israel” (1 Chronicles 16:2-4). 

As you consider the blessings associated with the obedience of King David 
having been shown God’s instruction, perhaps our adherence to God’s 
commandments can result in a similar outpouring of His blessing. Is it possible that 
our attempt to Count the Omer and study the Torah, on a consistent basis as 
Messianic Believers, is something that He is pleased with? Are you allowing these 
special Psalm readings to draw you closer to Him and His ways, as we contemplate 
the days leading up to Shavuot? What significant blessings might the Lord have in 
store for you and me? 

These are the important thoughts that crossed my mind this morning. In a 
small way, I will do my best to remember His instructions to me this morning, and 
I pray that you will also as He speaks to you through His Word. 
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