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DAY THIRTY-SIX 
 

“Vengeance of the Lord” 

Psalm 94:12-23 
 
This morning in our reflection for Counting the Omer, we are directed to the 

second half of Psalm 94. Its author is dealing with a very serious subject, 
vengeance, something which is noted twice in the first verse. I strongly recommend 
that you read the entire text of Psalm 94. As you do this, you will undoubtedly note 
that the subject of vengeance is one that must be considered in the light of all the 
other attributes of our Heavenly Father. Even though God is most loving, kind, 
merciful, and longsuffering—the fact remains that God is also very just, and He 
will exact His righteous vengeance on His enemies. Yet, before we consider this 
somewhat morbid topic, please take the time to first give Him the praise for 
another day to live unto Him! 

 

Psalm 67:1-7 
For the choir director; with stringed instruments. A Psalm. A Song. God be 
gracious to us and bless us, and cause His face to shine upon us—Selah. That 
Your way may be known on the earth, Your salvation among all nations. Let 
the peoples praise You, O God; let all the peoples praise You. Let the nations 
be glad and sing for joy; for You will judge the peoples with uprightness and 
guide the nations on the earth. Selah. Let the peoples praise You, O God; let all 
the peoples praise You. The earth has yielded its produce; God, our God, 
blesses us. God blesses us, that all the ends of the earth may fear Him. 
 

Psalm 94:12-23 
Blessed is the man whom You chasten, O LORD, and whom You 
teach out of Your law; that You may grant him relief from the days 
of adversity, until a pit is dug for the wicked. For the LORD will not 
abandon His people, nor will He forsake His inheritance. For 
judgment will again be righteous, and all the upright in heart will 
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follow it. Who will stand up for me against evildoers? Who will take 
his stand for me against those who do wickedness? If the LORD had 
not been my help, my soul would soon have dwelt in the abode of 
silence. If I should say, ‘My foot has slipped,’ Your lovingkindness, 
O LORD, will hold me up. When my anxious thoughts multiply 
within me, Your consolations delight my soul. Can a throne of 
destruction be allied with You, one which devises mischief by 
decree? They band themselves together against the life of the 
righteous and condemn the innocent to death. But the LORD has 
been my stronghold, and my God the rock of my refuge. He has 
brought back their wickedness upon them and will destroy them in 
their evil; the LORD our God will destroy them. 
 
How often have we been warned by God in the Holy Writ, when we consider 

lifting up a human arm of strength to defend or protect ourselves? If you are like 
many Believers, the Apostle Paul’s words may be what you remember when 
looking for a human solution to something that is more than a human problem: 

“Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. Rejoice with those 
who rejoice, and weep with those who weep. Be of the same mind toward one 
another; do not be haughty in mind, but associate with the lowly. Do not be wise in 
your own estimation. Never pay back evil for evil to anyone. Respect what is right 
in the sight of all men. If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all 
men. Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God, 
for it is written, ‘VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY’ [Leviticus 19:18], says the 
Lord. ‘BUT IF YOUR ENEMY IS HUNGRY, FEED HIM, AND IF HE IS THIRSTY, GIVE HIM A 
DRINK; FOR IN SO DOING YOU WILL HEAP BURNING COALS ON HIS HEAD’ [Proverbs 
25:21-22]. Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good” (Romans 
12:14-21). 

Paul is, of course, simply repeating various Torah instructions, in how God’s 
people are to allow Him to enact justice for them being wronged: 

“If I sharpen My flashing sword, and My hand takes hold on justice, I will 
render vengeance on My adversaries, and I will repay those who hate Me. I will 
make My arrows drunk with blood, and My sword will devour flesh, with the 
blood of the slain and the captives, from the long-haired leaders of the enemy. 
Rejoice, O nations, with His people; for He will avenge the blood of His servants, 
and will render vengeance on His adversaries, and will atone for His land and His 
people” (Deuteronomy 32:41-43). 

Moses relays God’s direction that ultimate vengeance comes from Him—
because He is a perfect Judge—unlike fallen humans who may be unjust, or at least 
biased in making judicial rulings. At the beginning of Psalm 94, pay close attention 
to what its author attempts to communicate. The Psalmist invokes the vengeance of 
the Lord to deal with his enemies. He turns to God’s righteous and supreme 
judgment, to handle the problems of life that involve those who come against him: 
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“O LORD, God of vengeance, God of vengeance, shine forth! Rise up, O Judge 
of the earth, render recompense to the proud. How long shall the wicked, O 
LORD, how long shall the wicked exult?” (Psalm 94:1-3). 

The Psalmist is assured that it will be the work of God which will deal with his 
adversaries: 

“He will bring back on them their iniquity and wipe them out for their 
wickedness; the LORD our God will wipe them out” (Psalm 94:23, RSV). 

The Psalmist’s confidence is in the Lord and in Him exclusively. This is an 
excellent thought for us to embrace—because surely we have all had the forces of 
the age rise up against us. When this happens, we can take up an arm of flesh and 
try to mete out justice on our own mortal terms, or we can imitate the words of the 
Psalmist and appeal to the Holy One for His justice. I do not know about 
you, but if you allow yourself to be led by the Holy Spirit, I think the latter 
alternative is by far better. Any kind of vengeance enacted against enemies of the 
Lord should only come if they are unrepentant—and we should pray for their 
redemption! It may be especially difficult at times, but have the faith required to 
leave the final judgment in His care. 
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