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HEBREWS 13 
COMMENTARY 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

1 Let love of the brethren continue. 2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to 
strangers, for by this some have entertained angels without knowing it. 3 
Remember the prisoners, as though in prison with them, and those who are ill-
treated, since you yourselves also are in the body. 
 
Many have noted some strong Pauline influences in the writing style of Hebrews ch. 13; 

a few even suggest that it was added later as an appendix, and perhaps even written by Paul 
to give his approval to what the author of Hebrews has thus far written. Most 
commentators, however, while noting that ch. 13 bears some Pauline influence, agree that it 
is compositionally consistent with what has thusfar been written, and discount Pauline 
authorship. What can be established about Hebrews 13 is that it issues a series of 
imperatives to the audience, ties up some of the loose ends of the treatise, and places our 
author’s statements in a more “concrete” context. 

It is accurate, as Leon Morris states, that “Chapter 13 is something of an appendix 
dealing with a number of practical points.”1 But it is not accurate to say that ch. 13 was added 
later and is inconsistent with issues that have been addressed in chs. 1-12. Hebrews 13 does 
present some challenges to Bible teachers, and most certainly to the lay interpreter. This is 
because we have to do our best to reconstruct the history behind certain statements that are 
made, and not only accurately apply them today, but apply them in a Messianic context. 

13:1 Our author’s admonition in v. 1 is, “Let brotherly love continue” (RSV, ESV, HCSB), 
as he employs the term philadelphia, meaning “love of brother/sister” (BDAG).2 A Tanach 
passage that could have been in his mind when writing might be Psalm 133:1: “Behold, how 
good and how pleasant it is for brothers to dwell together in unity!” The words in v. 1 are 
directed so that a feeling of community in Yeshua the Messiah would be established among 
his audience. Emphasizing a strong feeling of community would hinder the threat of 
apostasy, as all could recognize that they were a part of a body that rises and falls together. 
The need for warm feelings to be demonstrated to others is a continual theme seen 
throughout the Apostolic Scriptures (Romans 12:10; 1 Thessalonians 4:9; 1 Peter 1:22; 2 Peter 
1:7). 

 
1 Morris, in EXP, 12:145. 
2 BDAG, 1055. 



HEBREWS FOR THE PRACTICAL MESSIANIC 

- 344 - 

13:2 V. 2 builds upon the need for Believers to show affection toward one another in the 
community, first admonishing, “Do not forget to entertain strangers” (NIV). The term 
frequently rendered as “hospitality” is philoxenia, which means love of strangers. There is a 
definite parallel between v. 2 and Yeshua’s words in Matthew 25:35: “For I was hungry, and 
you gave Me something to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me something to drink; I was a 
stranger, and you invited Me in.” Travelers in ancient times often depended on the kindness 
of strangers, because inns were usually unsavory places where people could be robbed—or 
worse. We see examples of others letting strangers into their home throughout the Tanach 
(Exodus 2:20; Judges 19:15-21; 2 Kings 4:8), and even in the Book of Acts as Paul travels to 
Rome (Acts 28:7). 

The First Century context of the community of faith needing to show kindness and 
hospitality to weary travelers is important for a modern understanding of the context of 
Hebrews. F.F. Bruce remarks, “Inns throughout the Roman Empire were places of doubtful 
repute, and indeed of positive danger.”3 Certainly, as fellow Believers would travel, they 
would need safe lodging. William L. Lane further observes, “v 2 is a reminder that early 
Christianity shared in the mobility of Roman society and that this was a major factor in the 
expansion of the Church.”4 Interestingly enough, the first part of v. 2 demonstrates a great 
deal of Jewish character too, that need not be overlooked, as when members of the Jewish 
community would travel they would stay with their fellow Jews, even if they did not know 
them personally. A sentiment seen in the Talmud equates showing hospitality for guests as 
being more important than showing up to services at the local synagogue: 

 
“R. Johanan said: Hospitality to wayfarers is as ‘great’ as early attendance at the Beth 
Hamidrash, since he [the Tanna] states, TO MAKE ROOM FOR GUESTS OR ON 
ACCOUNT OF THE NEGLECT OF THE BETH HAMIDRASH. R. Dimi of Nehardea said: It 
is ‘greater’ than early attendance at the Beth Hamidrash, because he states, TO MAKE 
ROOM FOR GUESTS, and then, AND ON ACCOUNT OF THE NEGLECT OF THE BETH 
HAMIDRASH. Rab Judah said in Rab's name: Hospitality to wayfarers is greater than 
welcoming the presence of the Shechinah, for it is written, And he said, My lord, if 
now I have found favour in thy sight, pass not away, etc. R. Eleazar said: Come and 
observe how the conduct of the Holy One, blessed be He, is not like that of mortals. The 
conduct of mortals [is such that] an inferior person cannot say to a great[er] man, Wait 
for me until I come to you; whereas in the case of the Holy One, blessed be He, it is 
written, and he said, My Lord, if now I have found, etc.” (b.Shabbat 127a).5 
 
There is a question when considering this whether or not the guests are fellow Jews, or 

complete and total strangers, and how these sentiments might relate to v. 2. There is a 
general consensus that what our author reflects upon is showing fellow Believers hospitality—

 
3 Bruce, Hebrews, 370. 
4 Lane, 47b:512. 
5 The Soncino Talmud. Judaic Classics Library II. 
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not just anyone who might “drop in.” Paul Ellingworth summarizes, “Just as in rabbinic 
tradition…hospitality is largely limited to fellow-Jews, so the NT generally presupposes a 
situation in which travelling evangelists have a special claim to the hospitality of the local 
congregation.”6 Early Church history, however, shows that this was a practice that led to 
abuse. The Didache, a document dating from either the late First or early Second Century 
C.E., instructs Believers, 

“Let every Apostle that cometh to you be received as the Lord. But he shall not remain 
[longer than] one day; and, if need be, another [day] also; but if he remain three [days] he is 
a false prophet. And when the Apostle departeth, let him take nothing except bread 
[enough] till he reach his lodging (night-quarters). But if he ask for money, he is a false 
prophet” (Didache 11:4-6).7 

We could possibly infer that this is the instruction that became prevalent when some of 
the warnings we see issued in 2 John 9-11 went unheeded: 

“Anyone who goes too far and does not abide in the teaching of Messiah, does not have 
God; the one who abides in the teaching, he has both the Father and the Son. If anyone 
comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do not receive him into your house, and do 
not give him a greeting; for the one who gives him a greeting participates in his evil deeds.” 

Of course, the emphasis here is that if one does not acknowledge Yeshua the Messiah (2 
John 7), then one is of the spirit of antimessiah/antichrist. The need for any one of us today 
to be careful who we let into our fellowships, congregations, or even homes cannot be 
overstated. We live in a Messianic movement today that while growing and theologically 
maturing—which are good things—has false teachers out there who do not fully 
acknowledge Yeshua in some way or another. Any one of us needs to be careful which 
“traveling teachers” we let into our communities. 

Even though one is to use discernment with who is given lodging—and whether they 
be true Believers or not only God knows—Messiah followers are to be hospitable and kind to 
whomever comes their way. The author of Hebrews writes his audience, “some have 
welcomed angels as guests without knowing it” (HCSB). Entertaining messengers of God is 
not without precedent. In the Tanach, we see that Abraham (Genesis 18; 19:1-22), Gideon 
(Judges 6:11-21), and Manoah (Judges 13:3-20) all entertained “the angel of the LORD.” (And 
notably, there is some debate as to whether or not this “angel” was God Himself, meaning a 
pre-incarnate manifestation of Yeshua the Messiah.) Furthermore, the Apocryphal Book of 
Tobit records the angel Raphael coming to assist him (Tobit 3:17; 5:4-16). 

To what extent the author of Hebrews expects his audience to actually host “angels” in 
their homes can only be speculated. Is it true that some of God’s angels may have appeared 
as solid humans to assist the early Believers—and likewise even us today? Yes. At the same 
time, could our writer be also emphasizing the hospitality that Abraham, Gideon, and 

 
6 Ellingworth, 694. 
7 Philip Schaff (1885), trans. The Didache: Teaching of the Twelve Apostles. Accessible online at 

<http://www.catholicplanet.com/ebooks/didache.htm>. 
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Manoah showed to angels, and that same hospitality should be shown to all we host—be they 
angels or human beings? Yes. Donald Guthrie indicates, “The principle is that it is better to 
assume that guests are angels and to act accordingly rather than risk treating worthy people 
unworthily.”8 

13:3 The need to show others hospitality is quickly followed by the words, “Remember 
those who are in prison, as though in prison with them; and those who are ill-treated, since 
you also are in the body” (RSV). Yeshua’s words in Matthew 25:36 parallel this statement 
very well: “I was sick, and you visited Me; I was in prison, and you came to Me.” 

How we are to understand the clause en sōmati, literally “in body,” demonstrates some 
variance among Bible translations. The RSV and NASU are the most literal and have “in the 
body.” The HCSB has “suffering bodily,” and the NRSV has “as though you yourselves were 
being tortured,” emphasizing that Believers are to identify with those who are in prison. 
The NEB reflects a common human condition, “for you like them are still in the world,” and 
the REB issues the warning, “for you are vulnerable too.” While all of these renderings show 
important aspects of the issue of demonstrating kindness toward prisoners, and how 
Believers are to empathize with them, it is probably best that we temper any interpretation 
our author’s words, with those of Paul to the Corinthians: 

“And if the ear says, ‘Because I am not an eye, I am not a part of the body,’ it is not for 
this reason any the less a part of the body…And if one member suffers, all the members 
suffer with it; if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it” (1 Corinthians 
12:16, 26). 

Here, Paul uses sōma in reference to the Body of Messiah, and the author of Hebrews 
uses it the same. While Believers are certainly to be kind and compassionate to all prisoners 
in jail—they are to be especially aware of fellow Believers imprisoned. In a First Century 
context this would have been especially important as those in prison had to often rely on 
outsiders for clothing and daily food. Jails were dark, dingy, and unsanitary places, and 
those Believers in prison needed to know that they could be supported from those of the 
faith community. Consider what Paul tells Timothy from prison in Rome in his final epistle: 
“At my first defense no one supported me, but all deserted me; may it not be counted 
against them” (2 Timothy 4:16). 
 

 
4 Marriage is to be held in honor among all, and the marriage bed is to be undefiled; 
for fornicators and adulterers God will judge. 
 
13:4 V. 4, as paraphrased in The Message, reads, “Honor marriage, and guard the 

sacredness of sexual intimacy between wife and husband. God draws a firm line against 
casual and illicit sex.” This is an admonition that should not be difficult for any reader to 
understand, but does need to be placed into its First Century context a bit more, so we can 

 
8 Guthrie, Hebrews, 268. 
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understand Hebrews’ mixed audience, not only Jewish and non-Jewish, but also male and 
female. Both males and females can be “fornicators and adulterers,” both being responsible 
for their proper conduct “in bed.” 

V. 4 might be more of a statement directed at the non-Jewish audience of Hebrews 
more than the Jewish audience. “Male sexual immorality was rife in Greco-Roman society, 
which also accepted prostitution; pedophilia, homosexual intercourse and sex with female 
slaves were common Greek practices until a man was old enough for marriage” (IVPBBC).9 
Some have speculated, though, that Diaspora Jews might have been more sexually loose 
than their Judean counterparts.10 Regardless of what is the specific case, the writer of 
Hebrews places a high priority on proper sexual behavior, and is thoroughly Jewish by these 
remarks. The Sixth Commandment plainly states, “You shall not commit adultery” (Exodus 
20:14; Deuteronomy 5:18), and a great deal of instruction and comments appear in the 
Tanach, as well as in the Apocrypha, concerning it: 

 

 
9 Keener, 682. 
10 Lane, 47b:516. 
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TORAH INSTRUCTIONS ON 

SEXUALITY 
TANACH INSTRUCTIONS 

ON SEXUALITY 
 
If there is a man who lies with his father's 
wife, he has uncovered his father's 
nakedness; both of them shall surely be 
put to death, their bloodguiltiness is upon 
them (Leviticus 20:11). 
 
But if this charge is true, that the girl was 
not found a virgin, then they shall bring 
out the girl to the doorway of her father's 
house, and the men of her city shall stone 
her to death because she has committed an 
act of folly in Israel by playing the harlot in 
her father's house; thus you shall purge the 
evil from among you. If a man is found 
lying with a married woman, then both of 
them shall die, the man who lay with the 
woman, and the woman; thus you shall 
purge the evil from Israel. If there is a girl 
who is a virgin engaged to a man, and 
another man finds her in the city and lies 
with her, then you shall bring them both 
out to the gate of that city and you shall 
stone them to death; the girl, because she 
did not cry out in the city, and the man, 
because he has violated his neighbor's 
wife. Thus you shall purge the evil from 
among you (Deuteronomy 22:20-24). 
 
 

 
The eye of the adulterer waits for the 
twilight, Saying, “No eye will see me.” And he 
disguises his face. In the dark they dig into 
houses, they shut themselves up by day; they 
do not know the light. For the morning is the 
same to him as thick darkness, for he is 
familiar with the terrors of thick darkness. 
They are insignificant on the surface of the 
water; their portion is cursed on the earth. 
They do not turn toward the vineyards. 
Drought and heat consume the snow waters, 
so does Sheol those who have sinned. A mother 
will forget him; the worm feeds sweetly till 
he is no longer remembered. And wickedness 
will be broken like a tree. He wrongs the 
barren woman and does no good for the 
widow. But He drags off the valiant by His 
power; He rises, but no one has assurance of 
life. He provides them with security, and they 
are supported; and His eyes are on their 
ways. “They are exalted a little while, then 
they are gone; moreover, they are brought 
low and like everything gathered up; even 
like the heads of grain they are cut off” (Job 
24:15-23). 
 
Drink water from your own cistern and fresh 
water from your own well. Should your 
springs be dispersed abroad, streams of water 
in the streets? Let them be yours alone and 
not for strangers with you. Let your fountain 
be blessed, And rejoice in the wife of your 
youth. As a loving hind and a graceful doe, let 
her breasts satisfy you at all times; be 
exhilarated always with her love. For why 
should you, my son, be exhilarated with an 
adulteress and embrace the bosom of a 
foreigner? For the ways of a man are before 
the eyes of the LORD, and He watches all his 
paths. His own iniquities will capture the 
wicked, and he will be held with the cords of 
his sin. He will die for lack of instruction, and 
in the greatness of his folly he will go astray 
(Proverbs 5:15-23). 
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APOCRYPHA INSTRUCTIONS 
ON SEXUALITY 

 
A man who breaks his marriage vows says to 
himself, “Who sees me? Darkness surrounds 
me, and the walls hide me, and no one sees 
me. Why should I fear? The Most High will 
not take notice of my sins.” His fear is 
confined to the eyes of men, and he does not 
realize that the eyes of the Lord are ten 
thousand times brighter than the sun; they 
look upon all the ways of men, and perceive 
even the hidden places. Before the universe 
was created, it was known to him; so it was 
also after it was finished (Sirach 23:18-20). 
 
But children of adulterers will not come to 
maturity, and the offspring of an unlawful 
union will perish. Even if they live long they 
will be held of no account, and finally their 
old age will be without honor. If they die 
young, they will have no hope and no 
consolation in the day of decision. For the end 
of an unrighteous generation is grievous 
(Wisdom 3:16-19). 
 

 
The above chart has only a small sampling of what can be read in the Tanach and 

Apocrypha, sentiments that would have been known to Hebrews’ broad Jewish audience, 
about human sexuality and the sacredness of it. Of course, a great deal of attention is given 
to proper sexuality and proper marriage in the letters of Paul (Ephesians 5:26-31). His first 
extant letter to the Corinthians11 largely deals with the subject of gross sexual immorality in 
the congregation of Believers, including men of the assembly cavorting with prostitutes. 1 
Corinthians 6:15-18 summarizes this problem: 

“Do you not know that your bodies are members of Messiah? Shall I then take away the 
members of Messiah and make them members of a prostitute? May it never be! Or do you 
not know that the one who joins himself to a prostitute is one body with her? For He says, 
‘THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH’ [Genesis 2:24]. But the one who joins himself to the Lord 
is one spirit with Him. Flee immorality. Every other sin that a man commits is outside the 
body, but the immoral man sins against his own body.” 

 
11 In 1 Corinthians 5:9, Paul writes the Corinthians “I wrote you in my letter not to associate with immoral 

people,” indicating that there was a previous letter, today non-extant, that he wrote them. Consult the author’s 
entries for 1 Corinthians and 2 Corinthians in A Survey of the Apostolic Scriptures for the Practical Messianic for 
more details. 
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Paul also addresses the issue of male and female homosexuality in his letter to the 
Romans. He writes, “For this reason God gave them over to degrading passions; for their 
women exchanged the natural function for that which is unnatural, and in the same way 
also the men abandoned the natural function of the woman and burned in their desire 
toward one another, men with men committing indecent acts and receiving in their own 
persons the due penalty of their error” (Romans 1:26-27). Male and female homosexuality 
were regarded in Second Temple Judaism as a quantitative consequence of the nations’ 
widescale rejection of the LORD God of Israel as Supreme Creator.12 

Some commentators have suggested that our writer’s words about respecting the 
marriage bed were not only made to combat immoral sexual behavior, but also to stop 
ascetic or proto-Gnostic beliefs that may have been circulating about sexuality. The author 
of Hebrews upholds the clear standard of proper intercourse as between one man and one 
woman in marriage. Bruce observes, there “is no exaltation of celibacy as something 
inherently superior to marriage; the marriage union is divinely ordained, and its sacred 
precincts must not be polluted by the intrusion of a third party, of either sex.”13 

Anyone who has surveyed the Torah at one point or another will easily notice that it 
has a great deal to say about sex, and this is reflected in the volumes of material available 
from both Jewish and Christian perspectives. Unfortunately today, and likely due to a 
degree of theological under-development within the broad Messianic movement, not a great 
deal of material has been produced on human sexuality from a distinct Messianic 
viewpoint—aside from general emphases against pre-marital sex, homosexuality, etc. David 
H. Stern may come close in his Jewish New Testament Commentary, making the following 
passing remarks. These comments emphasize some of the subjects that should dominate our 
future discussions of sex and intimacy from a Messianic perspective: 

“This verse permits considerable variety in sexual activity between husband and wife, 
so long as both agree…; the notion that God requires the so-called ‘missionary position’ is 
fiction, a limitation that Christians of the past imposed upon themselves. There are a 
number of popular books about the New Testament’s approach to marriage, sex and family. 
On the other hand, although the Bible encourages sexual fulfillment, it does not condone 
promiscuity.”14 

The Torah actually tells us very little about how sexual intercourse it to occur between 
a husband and wife, but it is implied that it is to be an enjoyable experience. There is, 
however, some distinct instruction about when sexual intercourse is to occur, and when it 
is to not occur, in relation to a woman’s menstruation cycle: 

 

 
12 Consult the FAQ, “Romans 1:26-27.” 
13 Bruce, Hebrews, pp 372-373. 
14 Stern, 720. 
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“When a woman has a discharge, if her discharge in her body is blood, she shall 
continue in her menstrual impurity for seven days; and whoever touches her shall be 
unclean until evening” (Leviticus 15:19). 
 
“If there is a man who lies with a menstruous woman and uncovers her nakedness, he 
has laid bare her flow, and she has exposed the flow of her blood; thus both of them 
shall be cut off from among their people” (Leviticus 20:18). 
 
These are just two small verses that married couples have to consider in relation to 

their sexual activities, and we can assume that the author of Hebrews would have them in 
mind when emphasizing the purity and sacredness of the marriage bed. This is to be 
something that all Believers honor and respect, and not defile in any way. As Lane 
eloquently puts it, “Sexual immorality is actually a rejection of the presence and goodness of 
God who created the human family in its maleness and femaleness. It is an expression of a 
selfishness blind to the emotional fragility that characterizes every person.”15 Apparently, 
some of Hebrews’ audience may not have fully learned how to honor God with their bodies. 
 

 
5 Make sure that your character is free from the love of money, being content 
with what you have; for He Himself has said, “I WILL NEVER DESERT YOU, NOR WILL I 
EVER FORSAKE YOU” [Deuteronomy 31:6], 6 so that we confidently say, “THE LORD IS MY 
HELPER, I WILL NOT BE AFRAID. WHAT WILL MAN DO TO ME?” [Psalm 118:6] 
 
13:5 The author of Hebrews writes his audience, “Keep your lives free from the love of 

money and be content with what you have” (NIV). This is a fairly common theme seen 
throughout the Apostolic Scriptures. Yeshua instructs His followers, “Beware, and be on 
your guard against every form of greed; for not even when one has an abundance does his 
life consist of his possessions,” specifically warning them about “the man who stores up 
treasure for himself” (Luke 12:15, 21). Believers are supposed to be “satisfied” (HCSB) with 
what they have, and not make money or acquiring goods the central focus of their lives. This 
is because the pursuit of commerce can often take one away from God and away from 
relying on Him. The Apostle Paul writes the Philippians—who gave him a generous 
financial contribution (Philippians 4:15-18)—that as a servant of the Lord, he was able to 
learn to be content: 

“But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at last you have revived your concern for 
me; indeed, you were concerned before, but you lacked opportunity. Not that I speak from 
want, for I have learned to be content in whatever circumstances I am. I know how to get 
along with humble means, and I also know how to live in prosperity; in any and every 
circumstance I have learned the secret of being filled and going hungry, both of having 

 
15 Lane, 47b:517. 
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abundance and suffering need. I can do all things through Him who strengthens me” 
(Philippians 4:10-13). 

The Apostle Paul also warned Timothy that money was the source of many evils in the 
world: 

“But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and 
harmful desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root 
of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith and 
pierced themselves with many griefs” (1 Timothy 6:9-10). 

Some can take our writer’s words, and Paul’s words as well, and misconstrue them so 
as to think that God is not concerned that Believers succeed in business or commerce. The 
key in having a balanced perspective of these admonitions is understanding that Messiah 
followers’ love is not to be focused on money, but rather to be focused toward God. If our 
love is focused toward Him, then we will experience great fulfillment in our lives—and if 
we have some high degree of money, it will be a sort of “bonus.” Furthermore, if God has 
given any of the righteous financial resources, then they have a responsibility to the 
community of Believers to see that they are adequately used for the growth of His Kingdom. 

Our author’s emphasis on personal contentment via relying on God is a Jewish concept, 
and one that is not necessarily paralleled in any Greco-Roman literature of the First 
Century. Lane indicates, “The conviction that the condition for contentment is the presence 
of God with his people is thoroughly Jewish. It is reflected in the piety of pre-Christian 
Pharisaism in a collection of hymns dating to the first century B.C.”16 There are several 
indications of this in the Pseudepigrapha. Psalms of Solomon 16:12 specifically says, “With 
approval and happiness support my soul; when you strengthen my soul, what has been 
given is enough for me.”17 Some have speculated that the writer of Hebrews borrows his 
words in vs. 4-5 from Testament of Judah 18:2, which says “Guard yourselves therefore, my 
children against sexual promiscuity and the love of money.”18 

13:6 In v. 6 our author employs a gezera shavah argument, linking some key words and 
ideas. He communicates, “we can confidently say, ‘The Lord is my helper, I will not be 
afraid; what can man do to me?’” (RSV). Many agree that these words are primarily 
borrowed from Deuteronomy 31:6: “Be strong and courageous, do not be afraid or tremble at 
them, for the LORD your God is the one who goes with you. He will not fail you or forsake 
you.” However, there are several other passages from the Tanach that come very close to 
what he is writing: 

 
 
 
 

 
16 Ibid., 519. 
17 R.B. Wright, trans., “Psalms of Solomon,” in The Old Testament Pseudepigrapha, Vol. 2, 665. 
18 Kee, in The Old Testament Pseudepigrapha, Vol. 1, 800. 
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HEBREWS 13:6 PARALLEL TANACH 
PASSAGES 

So we can confidently say, “The 
Lord is my helper; I will not fear; 
what can man do to me?” (ESV) 
 

 
Behold, I am with you and will keep 
you wherever you go, and will bring 
you back to this land; for I will not 
leave you until I have done what I have 
promised you (Genesis 28:15). 
 
No man will be able to stand before you 
all the days of your life. Just as I have 
been with Moses, I will be with you; I 
will not fail you or forsake you (Joshua 
1:5). 
 
Then David said to his son Solomon, 
“Be strong and courageous, and act; do 
not fear nor be dismayed, for the LORD 
God, my God, is with you. He will not 
fail you nor forsake you until all the 
work for the service of the house of the 
LORD is finished” (1 Chronicles 28:20). 
 
The afflicted and needy are seeking 
water, but there is none, and their 
tongue is parched with thirst; I, the 
LORD, will answer them Myself, as the 
God of Israel I will not forsake them 
(Isaiah 41:17). 
 

 
When a person thinks of the faithfulness of God toward His people, all of these 

concepts of God never leaving or forsaking them should come to mind. However, it has been 
difficult for expositors to pin the author of Hebrews down on quoting from a specific text in 
v. 6. Many are agreed that the closest text is Joshua 1:5, but it might be that the author of 
Hebrews is quoting a Septuagint version that is no longer extant. Those who think this often 
base it on parallels seen in Philo’s works: 

“On which account an oracle of the all-merciful God has been given, full of gentleness, 
which shadows forth good hopes to those who love instruction, in these terms: ‘I will never 
leave thee, nor forsake thee’ [Joshua i.5.]” (On the Confusion of Tongues 166).19 

 
19 The Works of Philo: Complete and Unabridged, 249. 
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Morris observes, “it seems that both Philo and the writer of Hebrews are quoting from 
a version of the LXX that has not survived.”20 Whatever text our author is specifically 
quoting from really does not matter regarding what he is saying. The sentiment of knowing 
that God will care for His people and provide for them is true throughout the Tanach. In the 
broadest sense vs. 5-6 deal with the sin of coveteousness, often caused by, but not 
exclusively relating, to money. 
 

 
7 Remember those who led you, who spoke the word of God to you; and 
considering the result of their conduct, imitate their faith. 8 Yeshua the Messiah 
is the same yesterday and today and forever. 
 
13:7 V. 7 opens with the admonition, “Continue to remember your leaders” (WBC).21 

Our writer actually employs the present particple hēgoumenōn to describe the “leaders,” 
meaning “those leading you” (YLT). However, he also describes a past action of them having 
spoken, using the aorist verb elalēsan for “spoke.” He could be referring to some previous 
congregation and assembly leaders that Hebrews’ audience had been cared by, who are now 
deceased. While they have instructed them in the Word of God, a past action, they still are 
“leading” through their teachings and great example of faith. 

The request that the author of Hebrews gives to his audience is, “As you carefully 
observe the outcome of their lives, imitate their faith” (HCSB). The verb anatheōreō can 
mean “look at again and again = ‘examine, observe carefully’” (BDAG).22 The Amplified Bible 
renders this as, “Observe attentively and consider their manner of living.” What Hebrews’ 
audience is specifically asked to consider is the ekbasis, or the “going out of, escape from” 
(LS),23 their leaders’ lives. The Apostle Paul uses this term in 1 Corinthians 10:13 to describe 
how God provides a way of escape for those tempted by sin: 

“No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, 
who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation 
will provide the way of escape [ekbasis] also, so that you will be able to endure it.” 

Consequently, when our writer employs ekbasis, he may be trying to connect to his 
audience how God was faithful to them and enabled them to endure temptation, provided 
that they trusted and obeyed Him. 

The last admonition in v. 7 is, “follow the example of their faith” (NEB). A common 
theme in First Century Judaism was imitating the actions and attitudes of one’s rabbi, and 
here the author of Hebrews is not saying anything that his audience should not have already 
been familiar with—certainly if their leaders had been able to teach them properly from the 

 
20 Morris, in EXP, 12:147. 
21 Lane, 47b:522. 
22 BDAG, 63. 
23 LS, 236. 
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Scriptures and even be martyred for the faith. The idea of imitating one’s teacher—who is 
supposed to imitate God—is a theme seen throughout Pauline literature as well: 

 
“Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children” (Ephesians 5:1). 
 
“Therefore I exhort you, be imitators of me. For this reason I have sent to you Timothy, 
who is my beloved and faithful child in the Lord, and he will remind you of my ways 
which are in Messiah, just as I teach everywhere in every [assembly]” (1 Corinthians 
4:16-17). 
 
13:8 After stating the need for his audience to emulate their previous leaders, the 

author of Hebrews makes an interesting remark. He says, “Yeshua the Messiah is the same 
yesterday, today and forever” (CJB). Obviously, this is a reference to Yeshua’s 
changelessness, as he has previously stated “your years will have no end” (1:12, ESV). There 
are several important parallels to be drawn between v. 8 and several passages in the Tanach: 

 
“But You are the same, and Your years will not come to an end” (Psalm 102:27). 
 
“For I, the LORD, do not change; therefore you, O sons of Jacob, are not consumed” 
(Malachi 3:6). 
 
“Even to your old age I will be the same, and even to your graying years I will bear you! I 
have done it, and I will carry you; and I will bear you and I will deliver you” (Isaiah 
46:4). 
 
These verses, in some way or another, speak of the timelessness of God, and the writer 

of Hebrews is clearly applying it to Yeshua—thus considering Him timeless and indeed with 
His nature on the definitive, Divine side of things. But he is also probably applying Yeshua’s 
not changing to His continuing priesthood in Heaven, which never changes as He is always 
interceding. As the audience should follow their leaders’ manner of faith, they can have 
confidence that the work of Yeshua for them is unchanging and constant. 
 

 
9 Do not be carried away by varied and strange teachings; for it is good for the 
heart to be strengthened by grace, not by foods, through which those who were so 
occupied were not benefited. 10 We have an altar from which those who serve the 
tabernacle have no right to eat. 
 
13:9 V. 9 instructs Hebrews’ audience, “do not be swept off your course by all sorts of 

outlandish teachings” (NEB). Ellingworth issues the important warning for readers, “Vv. 9-
14 have given rise to a wide variety of interpretations, and a final choice between them 
cannot be made until the whole passage has been examined. The basic problem 
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