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Many years ago when the Holy Spirit guided our family to embrace a 
Messianic lifestyle, we were introduced to an array of Biblically sound 
ways to approach and worship the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—
which were not necessarily taught or modeled during our evangelical 
upbringings.1 Much to our delight, we were exposed to a more 
comprehensive appreciation of the entire counsel of God, from Genesis 
to Revelation, primarily by studying the Scriptural principles and 
accounts found in the Torah or Law of Moses. For the first time during 
our personal and corporate spiritual journeys, the entirety of God’s 
revelation transcribed in Holy Scripture made much more sense, 
especially when considering how certain passages found in the 
Apostolic Writings, like this reference to the Exodus of Israel from 
Egypt, had been typically expounded by different Christian teachers: 

 
“For I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that our fathers 
were all under the cloud and all passed through the sea; and all 
were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea; and all ate the 
same spiritual food; and all drank the same spiritual drink, for they 

 
1 This article originally appeared in the May 2012 issue of Outreach Israel News. 
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were drinking from a spiritual rock which followed them; and the 
rock was Messiah. Nevertheless, with most of them God was not 
well-pleased; for they were laid low in the wilderness. Now these 
things happened as examples for us, so that we would not crave 
evil things as they also craved. Do not be idolaters, as some of them 
were; as it is written, ‘THE PEOPLE SAT DOWN TO EAT AND DRINK, AND 

STOOD UP TO PLAY’ [Exodus 32:6]. Nor let us act immorally, as some 
of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in one day. Nor let us 
try the Lord, as some of them did, and were destroyed by the 
serpents. Nor grumble, as some of them did, and were destroyed by 
the destroyer. Now these things happened to them as an 
example, and they were written for our instruction, upon 
whom the ends of the ages have come. Therefore let him who 
thinks he stands take heed that he does not fall” (1 Corinthians 
10:1-12, NASU). 
 
Usually and appropriately so, a classic Christian approach to this 

passage concentrated on the spiritual distinctions between being 
released from the bondage of slavery in Egypt, contrasted with the 
emancipation of redeemed people from the ravages of sin. Of course, 
these teachings were and remain useful explanations of what people 
can definitively receive, by faith in Yeshua the Messiah (Jesus Christ). 
However, the emphasis on why these examples found in the Scriptures 
were written and preserved for our instruction, was rarely, if ever 
highlighted by those pastors and teachers we encountered in our 
Church experience. It was not until passages like 1 Corinthians 10:1-12 
were taught from a Messianic perspective, that some considerable light 
would be shed, on why systematically studying these testimonies is so 
vital to one’s spiritual maturity. 

 
The Jerusalem Council 

When the Apostles were confronted with the growing number of 
Greeks and Romans in Asia Minor coming to faith in Yeshua, this 
caused some significant controversies. Many of the early Jewish 
Believers thought that they needed to be circumcised as proselytes, 
and then ordered to keep the Torah of Moses as a matter of their 
salvation (Acts 15:1, 5). The Jerusalem Council of Acts 15 met to figure 
out what was to be done with all of the people from the nations 
coming to faith. James the Just, half-brother of Yeshua, discerned that 
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Tanakh prophecies were in the process of being fulfilled, as the 
Tabernacle of David was being restored. Why should mortals try to 
force things on the new, non-Jewish Believers, when prophecy as 
ordained by God would naturally take its course? James issued a 
critical ruling, prohibiting the new, non-Jewish Believers coming to 
faith to abstain from pagan idolatry, sexual immorality, strangled 
meats, and from consuming blood: 

 
“After they had stopped speaking, James answered, saying, 
‘Brethren, listen to me. Simeon has related how God first concerned 
Himself about taking from among the Gentiles a people for His 
name. With this the words of the Prophets agree, just as it is 
written, “AFTER THESE THINGS I will return, AND I WILL REBUILD THE 

TABERNACLE OF DAVID WHICH HAS FALLEN, AND I WILL REBUILD ITS 

RUINS, AND I WILL RESTORE IT, SO THAT THE REST OF MANKIND MAY SEEK 

THE LORD, AND ALL THE GENTILES WHO ARE CALLED BY MY NAME,” SAYS 

THE LORD, WHO MAKES THESE THINGS KNOWN FROM LONG AGO [Amos 
9:11-12, LXX]. Therefore it is my judgment that we do not 
trouble those who are turning to God from among the 
Gentiles, but that we write to them that they abstain from 
things contaminated by idols and from fornication and from 
what is strangled and from blood. For Moses from ancient 
generations has in every city those who preach him, since he is read 
in the synagogues every Sabbath” (Acts 15:13-21, NASU). 
 
James’ answer to those at the Jerusalem Council who wanted to 

turn the non-Jewish Believers into immediate proselytes, making 
obedience to the Torah a matter of salvation, was that only four 
mandatory things had to be followed. Yet, what would the four 
prohibitions of the Apostolic decree mean for the early Believers who 
followed them? When followed, by the Greek and Roman Believers 
abstaining from idolatry, sexual immorality, and no longer eating 
meats strangled with large quantities of blood coagulated in them—
what it would effectively do is cut them off from all of their old 
spheres of religious and social influence. Places like the local temple or 
shrine, a house of prostitution, or much of the marketplace where 
business was conducted—were now off limits for the non-Jewish 
Believers. What would their new spheres of social and religious 
influence be? It would be those places where the God of Israel, and by 
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extension Yeshua the Messiah, were recognized. It would be the 
Jewish community. 

Quite contrary to the group of Jewish Believers who wanted the 
new, non-Jewish Believers forcibly made into proselytes—James 
recognized something quite important, which can too often go 
overlooked: “With this the words of the Prophets agree...” (Acts 15:15, 
NASU). While the specific prophecy he quoted from in Acts 15:16-18 is 
Amos 9:11-12, we should not think that in seeing “words of the 
Prophets” in the plural, that James only thought that Amos 9:11-12 
was what was in the process of being fulfilled. In associating Amos 
9:11-12 with the salvation of the nations, James helped to associate 
their salvation as a critical part of the end-time restoration of Israel. 
Two vitally important prophecies, largely the same but issued by two 
different Prophets, should help us to understand what is anticipated of 
non-Jewish Believers and whether or not they are anticipated to follow 
(any of) God’s Torah: 

 
“And it will come about in the last days that the mountain of the 
house of the LORD will be established as the chief of the mountains. 
It will be raised above the hills, and the peoples will stream to it. 
Many nations will come and say, ‘Come and let us go up to the 
mountain of the LORD and to the house of the God of Jacob, that He 
may teach us about His ways and that we may walk in His paths.’ 
For from Zion will go forth the law, even the word of the LORD 
from Jerusalem. And He will judge between many peoples and 
render decisions for mighty, distant nations. Then they will hammer 
their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation will not lift up sword against nation, and never again will 
they train for war” (Micah 4:1-3, NASU). 
 
“Now it will come about that in the last days the mountain of the 
house of the LORD will be established as the chief of the mountains, 
and will be raised above the hills; and all the nations will stream to 
it. And many peoples will come and say, ‘Come, let us go up to the 
mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; that He 
may teach us concerning His ways and that we may walk in His 
paths.’ For the law will go forth from Zion and the word of the 
LORD from Jerusalem. And He will judge between the nations, and 
will render decisions for many peoples; and they will hammer their 
swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation 
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will not lift up sword against nation, and never again will they learn 
war” (Isaiah 2:2-4, NASU). 
 
The very reason why the four prohibitions of the Apostolic Decree 

were issued is seen in the perplexing explanation: “For Moses from 
ancient generations has in every city those who preach him, since 
he is read in the synagogues every Sabbath” (Acts 15:21, NASU). 
This is obviously describing how there was an ancient tradition present 
in the Jewish community, where Moses would be proclaimed and 
taught every week on Shabbat. And, Jewish people who regularly 
attended synagogue services and heard the Torah, would be quite 
offended if non-Jewish people entering into their communities, were 
idolaters, sexually immoral, and consuming bloody meats. Yet when 
properly considered, the statement of Acts 15:21 also serves to remind 
us how the four prohibitions of the Apostolic Decree were surely 
rooted within the Torah. The early Greek and Roman Believers would 
have needed instruction—on at least what the four prohibitions 
were—and this would best take place by attending synagogue services 
to hear the Word of God expounded upon. Modern people need to 
sometimes be reminded how there were no Bible bookstores, and the 
local synagogues of the Diaspora were the only real places where the 
Holy Scriptures, in their Hebrew or Greek Septuagint forms, were 
accessible. 

The First Century non-Jewish Believers were not to be ordered to 
keep God’s Law, or be forced into being circumcised as proselytes. This 
is because “the words of the Prophets” (Acts 15:15, NASU) were in 
play, among them not only being the restoration of David’s 
Tabernacle—but also the expectation that the nations would come to 
Zion to be taught the Torah. The Apostolic Decree, in getting the non-
Jewish Believers decisively cut off from their old spheres of religious 
and social influence, would get them implanted into a new sphere of 
influence where Moses was being proclaimed and read every 
week. 

 
The Holy Spirit and the New Covenant 

Among some of the most important prophecies to be considered by 
any faithful reader of the Holy Writ, especially for the season in which 
we find ourselves, is how at Shavuot/Pentecost the Apostle Peter 
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attested that the outpouring of the Holy Spirit had been prophesied by 
Joel, and that his word was in the process of fulfillment: 

 
“[B]ut this is what was spoken of through the prophet Joel: ‘AND IT 

SHALL BE IN THE LAST DAYS,’ God says, ‘THAT I WILL POUR FORTH OF MY 

SPIRIT ON ALL MANKIND; AND YOUR SONS AND YOUR DAUGHTERS SHALL 

PROPHESY, AND YOUR YOUNG MEN SHALL SEE VISIONS, AND YOUR OLD MEN 

SHALL DREAM DREAMS; EVEN ON MY BONDSLAVES, BOTH MEN AND WOMEN, 
I WILL IN THOSE DAYS POUR FORTH OF MY SPIRIT and they shall 
prophesy. ‘AND I WILL GRANT WONDERS IN THE SKY ABOVE AND SIGNS ON 

THE EARTH BELOW, BLOOD, AND FIRE, AND VAPOR OF SMOKE. THE SUN WILL 

BE TURNED INTO DARKNESS AND THE MOON INTO BLOOD, BEFORE THE GREAT 

AND GLORIOUS DAY OF THE LORD SHALL COME. AND IT SHALL BE THAT 

EVERYONE WHO CALLS ON THE NAME OF THE LORD WILL BE SAVED’ [Joel 
2:28-32] ” (Acts 2:16-21, NASU). 
 
The word of Joel 2:28 from the Lord was that “I will pour out my 

spirit on all flesh” (RSV), kol-basar or pasan sarka. There are no 
limitations for whom such “all flesh” pertains to (cf. Colossians 3:10-
11). While God’s Spirit being poured out would surely manifest in great 
supernatural occurrences—more important to be considered is how 
the Spirit would see to the cleansing and transformation of all people 
who looked to Yeshua for salvation. Yeshua the Messiah, as He 
stated at the Last Supper, came to institute the New Covenant (Luke 
22:20). Such a New Covenant the Lord would institute with His people, 
not only would provide permanent atonement and forgiveness from 
sins—but would also see that His Spirit would transcribe His 
commandments onto their hearts and minds: 

 
“‘Behold, days are coming,’ declares the LORD, ‘when I will make a 
new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah, 
not like the covenant which I made with their fathers in the day I 
took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, My 
covenant which they broke, although I was a husband to them,’ 
declares the LORD. ‘But this is the covenant which I will make with 
the house of Israel after those days,’ declares the LORD, ‘I will put 
My law within them and on their heart I will write it; and I will be 
their God, and they shall be My people’” (Jeremiah 31:31-33, 
NASU). 
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“Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will 
cleanse you from all your filthiness and from all your idols. 
Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within 
you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give 
you a heart of flesh. I will put My Spirit within you and cause you 
to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to observe My 
ordinances” (Ezekiel 36:25-27, NASU). 
 
The new, non-Jewish Believers addressed in the Apostolic Decree, 

were recipients of the New Covenant promise for God’s Torah to be 
written on their hearts and minds—the same as the Jewish Believers 
who first placed their trust in Yeshua the Messiah. Admittedly, the 
Jewish Believers, looking at the Torah and Tanakh, had a few 
advantages. Not only were they raised going to synagogue, being 
instructed in Moses’ Teaching and keeping its commandments from 
their infancy—but they also knew that the Tanakh was a definitive part 
of their ethnic and cultural heritage. Still, the availability of the Holy 
Spirit was to be universal, and as the Apostle Paul would say in 1 
Corinthians 10:1, “our ancestors were all under the cloud, and all 
passed through the sea” (NRSV). The non-Jewish Corinthians too, were 
to look at the Exodus story as their story. The accounts of the Torah 
and Tanakh are a part of the spiritual heritage of non-Jewish Believers, 
in a similar way as it is a part of the heritage of the Jewish people 
themselves. 

The need to see the new, non-Jewish Believers of the First Century 
instructed in the essentials of God’s Word, was quite overwhelming. A 
reflection on much of the social reality of the times is witnessed in 
Ephesians 4:28, “He who steals must steal no longer; but rather he 
must labor, performing with his own hands what is good, so that he 
will have something to share with one who has need” (NASU). To steal 
was a flat violation of the Eighth Commandment (Exodus 20:15; 
Deuteronomy 5:19), and many of the Greek and Roman Believers were 
notably taken from the lower classes and slaves. The Corinthian 
correspondence actually claimed, “It is actually reported that there is 
immorality among you, and of a kind that is not found even among 
pagans; for a man is living with his father's wife” (1 Corinthians 5:1, 
RSV), was something that surely needed to be fought against! The 
early non-Jewish Believers needed to be washed from the Word 
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of the gospel (Ephesians 5:26). All in Yeshua were to be saved by 
grace (Ephesians 2:8-9), but they were to be anticipated to practice 
good works of obedience (Ephesians 2:10). The Apostle Paul would 
direct the Romans how there would be no condemnation for those to 
be found in Yeshua, and quite importantly how those who walked by 
the Spirit would naturally observe the Torah: 

 
“Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in 
Messiah Yeshua. For the law of the Spirit of life in Messiah Yeshua 
has set you free from the law of sin and of death. For what the Law 
could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: sending His 
own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, 
He condemned sin in the flesh, so that the requirement of the 
Law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the 
flesh but according to the Spirit” (Romans 8:1-4, NASU). 
 

The Messianic Movement Today 
Each of us can know from reading the Apostolic Scriptures, and the 

subsequent post-Apostolic history, that not everything the Apostles 
anticipated would take place regarding the salvation of the nations—
did actually take place. We should not be under any allusions to think 
that all of the non-Jewish Believers of the First Century actually 
followed the Apostolic Decree of Acts 15:19-21. Much of the 
instruction witnessed in the Pauline Epistles, for example, still had to 
direct the early non-Jewish Believers in basic instructions regarding 
sexuality and human relationships. Many of the early Jewish Believers 
themselves were ejected from the local synagogue, because of their 
Messiah faith. There were political problems present in the wider 
world, per the Jewish revolt in the Land of Israel, the destruction of 
Jerusalem in 70 C.E., and anti-Semitism which arose in the Roman 
Empire. Much of what the Apostles anticipated at the Jerusalem 
Council, regarding the reconstruction of the Tabernacle of David, was 
largely halted due to the forces of history. 

In the late Twentieth and now early Twenty-First Centuries, we 
have seen some significant and monumental changes take place. The 
emergence of the Messianic movement, first with many Jewish people 
coming to faith in Yeshua, and secondly with many non-Jewish 
Believers embracing their faith heritage in Israel’s Scriptures—is an 
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important sign that something big is taking place. Much of where 
history left off at the end of the First Century, has now been 
resumed. Of course, recognizing that we are all human beings with 
limitations, and that there are both positive and negative things we all 
bring from Judaism and Christianity, is also key. Yet, we might very 
well begin to see the “one new humanity” (Ephesians 2:15, 
NRSV/CJSB) which Paul talked about, emerging. This is to be a single, 
albeit internally diverse people of God, where Jewish and non-Jewish 
Believers are reconciled to one another—and all recognize themselves 
as a part of the Commonwealth of Israel (Ephesians 2:11-13)—using 
their talents and abilities together. 

What does this mean for families like ours, who come from 
evangelical Protestant backgrounds? It definitely means that we have 
to take seriously the full power of God’s revelation to humanity, being 
taught systematically from Genesis to Revelation. The Tanakh or Old 
Testament, and not just the Apostolic Scriptures or New Testament—
are most relevant for all of us. As all of us, regardless of our 
backgrounds (cf. Galatians 3:28), are brought together in Yeshua, we 
may begin to see some significantly supernatural phenomenon 
occur. When each of us is decisively born from above (John 3:16), are 
filled with the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 5:18) and being led by the Spirit 
(Galatians 5:18), and are walking in the Spirit (Romans 8:4; Galatians 
5:16, 25)—then the truth will not only set us free (John 8:32), but it 
will enable us to all accomplish the main calling which is upon God’s 
people. The Apostle Peter detailed, 

 
“But you are A CHOSEN RACE [Isaiah 43:20, LXX; Deuteronomy 7:6; 
10:15], A royal PRIESTHOOD [Exodus 19:6; Isaiah 61:6], A HOLY NATION 

[Exodus 19:6], A PEOPLE FOR God's OWN POSSESSION [Isaiah 43:21, LXX; 
Exodus 19:5; Deuteronomy 4:20; 7:6; 14:2], so that you may 
proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of 
darkness into His marvelous light; for you once were NOT A PEOPLE, 
but now you are THE PEOPLE OF GOD; you had NOT RECEIVED MERCY, 
but now you have RECEIVED MERCY [Hosea 2:23]” (1 Peter 2:9-10, 
NASU). 
 
1 Peter 2:9-10 associates a significant number of Tanakh concepts, 

regarding the original call of Ancient Israel to be a Kingdom of priests 
and Israel’s future restoration, to the salvation of First Century 
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Believers. This call has not changed in the Twenty-First Century. 
Today, people throughout the broad Messianic community, every week 
during their annual trek through the Torah, are surely reminded of 
humanity’s common frailties. But, they are also reminded of how God’s 
instructions have been given to guide His people in holiness, to 
accomplish His mission: “In order for you to declare the praises of the 
One who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light” (CJSB). 
They should surely be reminded of the Torah’s principal 
commandments to love God and neighbor (Deuteronomy 6:5; Leviticus 
19:18; cf. Matthew 19:19; 22:39; Mark 12:31; Luke 10:27; Romans 13:9; 
Galatians 5:14; James 2:8). They should definitely be moved for all 
people to come to saving faith in the Messiah of Israel! 

With the emergence of a vibrant and rapidly growing Messianic 
community of faith in our present day, the fulfillment of ancient 
prophecies in the Tanakh, is something which has become a conscious 
reality for all Messianic Believers. The salvation of the Jewish people 
is surely something prophetic to take note of! And, there is also no 
doubt in the hearts of non-Jewish Believers, like our own family, that 
we are anticipated to come to Zion to be taught God’s Law (Micah 4:1-
3; Isaiah 2:2-4), and that we are a part of the Commonwealth of Israel 
(Ephesians 2:11-13) or the Israel of God (Galatians 6:16), as fellow 
citizens (Ephesians 3:6) grafted-in by faith (Romans 11:17-18). 

Our family has been a part of the Messianic movement since 1995. 
After multiple years of studying the Torah, we would find it most out 
of place—as Believers in the New Covenant promises for God to write 
His commandments onto the hearts of His people (Jeremiah 31:31-33; 
Ezekiel 36:25-27; cf. Hebrews 8:8-12; 10:16-17)—to now disregard 
them. We have benefited far too much from obeying the Lord, in terms 
of observing His appointed times, the weekly Sabbath/Shabbat, or even 
in knowing differences between the holy and profane and the clean and 
unclean. While walking away from a Messianic lifestyle is certainly not 
on the level of denying the eternal salvation of Yeshua the Messiah, it 
could definitely be viewed from the standpoint of moving backward 
from solid food to just the milk of God’s Word (cf. Hebrews 5:12-13). 
This is why it is so important for each of us to recognize the 
supernatural compulsion of the Holy Spirit, upon all men and women 
of faith, which is to guide them in a path of fuller and greater 
obedience to the Torah. 
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A Messianic Omer Count 

With the commemoration of the Feast of Weeks or Shavuot soon 
to take place, let me cite one personal example of approaching the 
Holy One from a Messianic perspective. This is the often overlooked 
command to Count the Omer: 

 
“You shall also count for yourselves from the day after the 
sabbath, from the day when you brought in the sheaf of the 
wave offering; there shall be seven complete Sabbaths” 
(Leviticus 23:15, NASU). 
 
Even though Messianic Believers are often familiar with the 

appointed times as outlined in Leviticus 23, it can be rather easy to 
overlook the instruction regarding “the Omer of the waving” (ATS). 
For years, even as a Messianic Believer, I found that there was not only 
little teaching or emphasis on this command, but for the most part, it 
was widely ignored. 

It was not until the Spirit of God prompted me, in 2004, to actually 
take the time to find a methodical way to Count the Omer. When 
applying it, I finally received some profound spiritual nourishment for 
my soul. The growth which I experienced was something which would 
never have occurred, if I had not been studying the Torah and 
imploring the Lord for more of Him. By searching out ways to Count 
the Omer, I was led to follow a pattern of reading and meditating upon 
a number of Psalms, recognizing how the Levitical priests performing 
the ancient sacrifices at the Temple, began their worship with Psalm 
67: 

 
“For the choir director; with stringed instruments. A Psalm. A 
Song. God be gracious to us and bless us, and cause His face to 
shine upon us—Selah. That Your way may be known on the 
earth, Your salvation among all nations. Let the peoples praise 
You, O God; let all the peoples praise You. Let the nations be 
glad and sing for joy; for You will judge the peoples with 
uprightness and guide the nations on the earth. Selah. Let the 
peoples praise You, O God; let all the peoples praise You. The 
earth has yielded its produce; God, our God, blesses us. God 
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blesses us, that all the ends of the earth may fear Him” (Psalm 
67, NASU). 
 
As I have read and reread this Psalm since first Counting the Omer 

in 2004, I have been reminded that only the Holy One will righteously 
judge everyone for what he or she has done, during one’s personal 
journey through life. Our individual goal is to praise God and fear Him 
as Creator. When each of us comes together to remember what the 
Lord has done, at our congregational or familial commemorations of 
Shavuot—let us be sure to recall this. Regardless of our heritage, if 
we know Him and His ways, then He will be pleased that we are 
seeking Him in obedience to His commands, with all of our hearts and 
knowledgeable minds. 

For the future, in which Counting the Omer for seven weeks or 
fifty days, should be an important way to press into the Lord and 
consider what He has done for us—we will definitely all need more of 
His Spirit. Today’s Messianic community is going through a difficult 
period of changes, with not enough people tempered by the love and 
grace of Yeshua the Messiah. Some do not think that non-Jewish 
families like ours should be concerning themselves with Torah 
obedience, the appointed times, and certainly not Counting the Omer. 
Others would try to make Counting the Omer a rigidly legalistic 
experience and forced obligation—as opposed to a time when we 
should simply be seeking the Lord and asking for more of Him. How 
we navigate the different extremes, which may appear to get worse 
and not better for a season, may relate to how much we can 
understand the themes that Counting the Omer prepare us for: the 
giving of the Torah and the outpouring of the Spirit. May we relish 
in both! 
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