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2 CORINTHIANS 6 
COMMENTARY 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

1 And working together with Him, we also urge you not to receive the grace of God 
in vain—2 for He says, “AT THE ACCEPTABLE TIME I LISTENED TO YOU, AND ON THE DAY OF 
SALVATION I HELPED YOU.” Behold, now is “THE ACCEPTABLE TIME,” behold, now is “THE 
DAY OF SALVATION” [Isaiah 49:8].—3 giving no cause for offense in anything, so that 
the ministry will not be discredited, 
 
6:1 Although v. 1 only begins as Sunergountes de, “And working together” (YLT), 5:20 

preceding makes it contextually clear that the One Paul and his colleagues are indeed 
working together with, is God. As the NIV renders v. 1, “As God's fellow workers we urge 
you not to receive God's grace in vain.” The verb of interest, sunergeō, means “to engage in 
cooperative endeavor, work together with, assist, help” (BDAG).1 Facilitating the ministry 
of reconciliation (5:18) involves Divine activity on the part of God for sure, but it also 
involves the faithful and consistent service of figures like the Apostle Paul, in declaring the 
good news and in seeing audiences like the Corinthians spiritually nurtured. In informing 
the Corinthians that the Divine activity of God has been manifest in the work of those like 
Paul, the Apostle directs these brothers and sisters “not to accept the favor of God and then 
waste it” (Goodspeed New Testament). 

But what does Paul intend to say by the Corinthians not receiving the grace of God in 
vain? Did they not have a true salvation experience, and yet think they were true Believers? 
In the previous correspondence of 1 Corinthians, it is easily detectable that many of the 
Corinthians likely did not have a true salvation experience. Yet, for the purposes of 2 
Corinthians, this might not be what Paul has intended to highlight. In the estimation of 
Colin Kruse, “It is unlikely that Paul implies that their acceptance may have been only 
superficial (like seed sown on rocky ground). It is more likely that he has in mind how easily 
these people are influenced by others, whether by the offender who made the personal 
attack against Paul (2:5; 7:12) or the critics of the apostle who were already lurking in the 
background in Corinth.”2 The point is well taken: people should not come to a saving 
experience in Yeshua the Messiah, to only be found misusing the grace provided to them by 

 
1 BDAG, 939. 
2 Kruse, 131. 
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following after sub-standard leaders and committing themselves to unworthy spiritual 
pursuits. 

6:2 Paul considers salvation in Yeshua to not just be important, but he especially 
considers it to be something which people should not at all delay receiving. V. 2 makes 
a direct appeal to Isaiah 49:8, “Thus says the LORD, ‘In a favorable time I have answered You, 
and in a day of salvation I have helped You; and I will keep You and give You for a covenant 
of the people, to restore the land, to make them inherit the desolate heritages.’” Paul quotes 
from the famed Isaianic Servant Song, which is seen to bear significant Messianic themes, 
but also involves the restoration of Israel’s Kingdom and hence the declaration of the good 
news. 

While it is easy in reviewing Paul’s letter for readers to passively recognize some kind 
of connection between Paul’s train of thought from statements appearing in the Tanach or 
the Old Testament, more is doubtlessly in play here. Paul Barnett actually thinks, “This 
verse is arguably the key verse of the apostolic excursus (2:14-7:4) and, indeed, of the entire 
letter. Quoting God’s words to Isaiah (Isa 49:8), and applying them to the Corinthians, Paul 
declares that, with the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ (5:14-15), the very day of God’s 
salvation has dawned.”3 But how does one approach the Servant themes of Isaiah 49? While 
it is deduced by many that it speaks of the mission of the Messiah, a cursory reading among 
some Bible versions indicates—from various pronouns being capitalized or not capitalized 
(compare and contrast NASB/NASU to HCSB)—that not all examiners are agreed to the 
extent that statements appearing apply to Yeshua the Messiah: 

 
“‘Listen to Me, O islands, and pay attention, you peoples from afar. The LORD called Me 
from the womb; from the body of My mother He named Me...But I said, ‘I have toiled in 
vain, I have spent My strength for nothing and vanity; yet surely the justice due to Me is 
with the LORD, and My reward with My God.’ And now says the LORD, who formed Me 
from the womb to be His Servant, to bring Jacob back to Him, so that Israel might be 
gathered to Him (for I am honored in the sight of the LORD, and My God is My strength), 
He says, ‘It is too small a thing that You should be My Servant to raise up the tribes of 
Jacob and to restore the preserved ones of Israel; I will also make You a light of the 
nations so that My salvation may reach to the end of the earth’...Thus says the LORD, ‘In 
a favorable time I have answered You, and in a day of salvation I have helped You; 
and I will keep You and give You for a covenant of the people, to restore the land, 
to make them inherit the desolate heritages’” (Isaiah 49:1, 4-6, 8). 
 
It is easy to conclude that the ministry and mission of Yeshua the Messiah is present in 

the Servant Song of Isaiah 49, but what is intended by Isaiah 49:8 being quoted in 2 
Corinthians 6:2? “For He says, ‘At a favorable time I listened to you, in a day of salvation I 
helped you.’ Behold, now is the favorable time. Behold, now is the day of salvation” (TLV). 

 
3 Barnett, 318. 
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The view of F.F. Bruce is, “the words quoted from Isa. 49.8 are addressed by Yahweh to his 
Servant, commissioning him to release the captives and restore the exiles. Paul follows up 
the quotation with an interpretation of the type which the Qumran texts have taught us to 
call pesher, applying it, like so much else in the same context, to the gospel age.”4 The Jewish 
Annotated New Testament defines pesher with, “a type of commentary in the Dead Sea Scrolls 
in which the biblical text is understood to be actualized or fulfilled in the interpreter’s 
time.”5 

The statement of Isaiah 49:8 easily correlates to what Paul has just said in 5:19, “God 
was in Messiah reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against 
them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation.” Yeshua is the agent of the 
Father, sent by Him to restore His people and Israel’s Kingdom. But the Kingdom cannot be 
restored until individuals themselves are restored to a right relationship with God—be 
those individuals of Israel’s Twelve Tribes or the nations at large. With the arrival of Yeshua 
the Messiah on the scene of history, His sacrifice, and His resurrection—Paul emphasizes 
how the yom yeshuah or hēmera sōtērias of Isaiah 49:8 is already manifest, and that now is 
the time to recognize the Servant who has brought it about. Noting how the source text 
of v. 2 employs idou nun or “Behold now” twice, George H. Guthrie appropriately stresses, 

“Notice the repetition of (idou nyn, pay attention now) at the beginning of these parallel 
lines. The first [idou] functions to rivet the listeners’ attention on what is about to be said, 
exhorting in effect, ‘Pay attention to this!’ The second word, [nun], presents the word of 
exhortation from the OT text as immediately relevant to the Corinthians, answering the 
question, ‘When is this time of salvation?’ The answer is ‘Right now!’ Paul reckons that he 
and the Corinthians live in a new-covenant era (3:6)...Yet this opportunity demands 
response, and the implication is that the Corinthians should respond positively, in this 
opportune time, to the living Word of God!”6 

6:3 The ministry orientation of Paul and his associates is asserted in v. 3, “We put no 
obstacle in any one's way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry” (RSV). The term 
proskopē, “an offence” (LS),7 is seen rendered as “cause for offense” (NASU), “stumbling 
block” (NIV), “opportunity for stumbling” (HCSB), and “obstruction” (The Amplified Bible). 
Regardless of how proskopē is translated, the intention of Paul and his associates is that his 
ministry service to the Lord, is not one which purposefully intends to go out and cause 
unnecessary problems; instead Paul’s ministry service is one which has been beset with 
various persecutions, hardships, and strains. It is when those difficulties are faced, that not 
only can the genuine nature of Paul’s ministry service be seen, but that the Lord can truly be 
allowed work through His servants (vs. 4-10). This is to be contrasted to any potential 

 
4 Bruce, 211. 
5 The Jewish Annotated New Testament, 614. 
6 Guthrie, 2 Corinthians, pp 318-319. 
7 LS, 693. 



2 CORINTHIANS FOR THE PRACTICAL MESSIANIC 

- 140 - 

detractors who have entered in among the Corinthians, and have tried to discredit Paul to 
them. As Ralph P. Martin correctly observes, 

“Paul realizes the serious responsibility placed upon a ministry to be a good example to 
the congregation...This is seen in 6:3, a well as in 6:4-10. The Corinthians’ conduct, 
especially in regard to the way they have doubted Paul’s integrity and been diverted to other 
teachers, has been inconsistent; Paul has been accused of bringing disrepute on himself, 
possibly by his supposed vacillation regarding his travel plans (1:17) and certainly by his 
frailty and proneness to suffering (4:7-12, to be developed in chap. 6). But with 6:3 Paul 
begins an ‘apology’ for his past life an actions. He has put no obstacle in the paths of the 
Corinthians, no stumbling-block such as self-commendation, boasting, avarice (12:14-18), 
selfish motives, or anything that denies the transforming power God can have in lives 
(4:7).”8 
 

 
4 but in everything commending ourselves as servants of God, in much 
endurance, in afflictions, in hardships, in distresses, 5 in beatings, in 
imprisonments, in tumults, in labors, in sleeplessness, in hunger, 6 in purity, in 
knowledge, in patience, in kindness, in the Holy Spirit, in genuine love, 7 in the 
word of truth, in the power of God; by the weapons of righteousness for the right 
hand and the left, 8 by glory and dishonor, by evil report and good report; 
regarded as deceivers and yet true; 9 as unknown yet well-known, as dying yet 
behold, we live; as punished yet not put to death, 10 as sorrowful yet always 
rejoicing, as poor yet making many rich, as having nothing yet possessing all 
things. 
 
6:4a Paul informs the Corinthians, “as servants of God we commend ourselves in every 

way” (RSV). Some readers can have difficulty with this claim, given the placement of 
previous statements (i.e., 5:12). But, it needs to be kept in mind how Paul has indeed 
written, “we have renounced the things hidden because of shame, not walking in craftiness 
or adulterating the word of God, but by the manifestation of truth commending ourselves to 
every man's conscience in the sight of God” (4:2), and something similar is in play here in v. 
4a, before a catalogue of Paul’s difficulties in ministry are provided. Murray J. Harris 
properly notes for us how “two types of self-commendation should be delineated, one type 
that glorifies the self (= ‘self-praise’) and is illegitimate, another type that leads to praise of 
God (= ‘boasting in the Lord’) and is legitimate. In the latter case the focus is on a God-given 
role that is exercised amid human weakness, in God’s power and for God’s glory.”9 
Recognizing what will follow, J. Paul Sampley adds, “To unpack the commendatory 
‘everything,’ Paul launches into an elaborate hardship list, longer and more stylized than 

 
8 Martin, 171. 
9 Harris, 470. 
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the one in 4:7-12. Its length is designed to overwhelm any remaining opposition and to 
burnish Paul’s ethos.”10 

The difficulties that Paul and his associates have faced in ministry are what are to 
serve as their commendation, as the proof that they are genuine servants of God. Yeshua 
Himself had told His Disciples, “These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may 
have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world” 
(John 16:33). The tribulation, danger, anguish, and stress faced by the Apostle Paul, was 
surely in alignment with the expectation issued by the Lord. In his commentary on 2 
Corinthians, David E. Garland indicates the certain parallels between vs. 4-10 and what 
Yeshua teaches in the Beatitudes, about the difficulties to be faced by His followers:11 

 
2 CORINTHIANS 6:4-10 THE BEATITUDES 

 
but in everything commending ourselves 
as servants of God, in much endurance, in 
afflictions, in hardships, in distresses, in 
beatings, in imprisonments, in tumults, in 
labors, in sleeplessness, in hunger (6:4) 
 

 
Blessed are those who have been 
persecuted for the sake of 
righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven (Matthew 5:10) 

 
...in purity... (6:6) 

 
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they 
shall see God (Matthew 5:8) 
 

 
by glory and dishonor, by evil report and 
good report; regarded as deceivers and yet 
true (6:8) 

 
Blessed are you when people insult you 
and persecute you, and falsely say all 
kinds of evil against you because of Me 
(Matthew 5:11; also Luke 6:22) 
 

 
as sorrowful yet always rejoicing (6:8) 
 

 
Blessed are those who mourn, for they 
shall be comforted (Matthew 5:4) 

 
as poor yet making many rich, as having 
nothing yet possessing all things (6:10) 

 
Blessed are you who are poor, for yours 
is the kingdom of God (Luke 6:20; also 
Matthew 5:3). 
 

 

 
10 Sampley, in NIB, 11:97. 
11 Garland, 313. 
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6:4b-5 With the catalogue of hardships in immediate view, Ben Witherington III 
directs, “The point is not merely that Paul has endured, but that he has endured and kept his 
integrity intact, which shows his character. His virtues show how he handled the hardships. 
The hardships and virtues together are meant to demonstrate that Paul has pure motives 
and authenticity as an apostolos.”12 Vs. 4b-5 list off some of the difficulties, which at the very 
least, have likely repeated themselves in the experience of Paul and his associates several 
times: “in great endurance; in troubles, hardships and distresses; in beatings, 
imprisonments and riots; in hard work, sleepless nights and hunger” (NIV). 

It should hardly be a surprise why many commentaries spend pages upon pages trying 
to dissect not only the underlying Greek terms which are employed in vs. 4-10, but then try 
to connect these terms with experiences detailed in Paul’s other letters, Luke’s traveling 
records in the Book of Acts, and other possible scenes. These are certainly worthwhile 
pursuits for more technical resources. But, various Corinthian Believers, hearing Paul’s 
letter read during some kind of worship setting, may have instead been more prone to 
remember those times when Paul had been personally present among them. While they 
should have remembered seeing a humble servant of the Lord, caring for the Corinthians as 
a spiritual father (v. 13), they may also have seen someone who was certainly exhausted and 
fatigued from the circumstances he endured. What would have been the disposition of those 
who disregarded, if not opposed, the Apostle Paul? 

6:6-7 While collectively vs. 4-10 are often described as being a hardship list, not 
everything experienced during times of trial or difficulty is evil. Indeed, as is detected in vs. 
6-7, when a person like Paul had to endure some sort of distress, persecution, beating, or 
imprisonment, this was when his true character was able to be demonstrated—and God 
within and among him could manifest Himself. These verses further detail, “...in purity, 
understanding, patience and kindness; in the Holy Spirit and in sincere love; in truthful 
speech and in the power of God; with weapons of righteousness in the right hand and in the 
left” (NIV). The Montgomery New Testament notably paraphrases dunamei Theou as “an 
energy divine.” But, many of us are probably more drawn to the obvious connection to be 
made between tōn hoplōn tēs dikaiosunēs—actually taken by the KJV to be “the armour of 
righteousness”—and the armor of God seen elsewhere in Paul’s writings (1 Thessalonians 
5:8; Ephesians 6:14-17; cf. Isaiah 59:17). 

6:8-10 The statements which conclude the difficulty or suffering list, in vs. 8-10, serve 
as deliberate contrasts between how many may perceive Paul and his ministry associates, 
but in actuality they are witnessed to be the exact opposite. He writes, “...through glory and 
dishonor, bad report and good report; genuine, yet regarded as impostors; known, yet 
regarded as unknown; dying, and yet we live on; beaten, and yet not killed; sorrowful, yet 
always rejoicing; poor, yet making many rich; having nothing, and yet possessing 
everything” (NIV). In his 2 Corinthians commentary, Guthrie notes the presence of “seven 

 
12 Witherington, 399. 
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paired antitheses,” where “The first member of each pair notes the perception of those 
looking in on Paul’s mission from the outside, and the second member its antithetical 
counterpart. The second member of each pair, for the most part, offers Paul’s assessment of 
the more important reality.”13 Guthrie then provides a chart: 

 
THE PERCEPTION THE ANTITHESIS 

 
as deceivers 
 

 
yet true 

 
as unknown 

 
yet well known, 
 

 
as dying 

 
and behold, we live, 
 

 
as disciplined 

 
and yet not being killed, 
 

 
as experiencing deep sorrow, 

 
but constantly rejoicing, 
 

 
as poor 

 
but making many rich, 
 

 
as having nothing 

 
yet really possessing everything. 
 

 
Tanach concepts may be appealed to in v. 9, where Paul says, “as dying yet behold, we 

live.” In the Septuagint, Psalm 118:17-18 says, “I shall not die, but I shall live and recount the 
deeds of the Lord. In disciplining the Lord disciplined me, and to death he did not surrender 
me” (NETS). Whether there is an exact correlation can be questioned, but the Lord’s 
steadfastness to Paul cannot be questioned. 

A figure like Paul, being “unknown yet well-known,” is rightly taken as involving a 
deliberate contrast between the Apostle, and those in Corinth who would deride or dismiss 
his apostleship. Paul being “poor yet making many rich,” is an observation on his common 
economic disposition of not being too secure in terms of finances. But, Paul and his ministry 
colleagues are most certainly responsible for making many rich toward God—the place 
where being “rich” truly counts (1 Corinthians 1:4-5; Ephesians 2:7; 3:8; Philippians 4:19; 
Colossians 2:3). 

 
13 Guthrie, 2 Corinthians, pp 334-335. 
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Martin observes how “Paul has confidence, hope, and certainty. He does not have the 
hallmarks of success and protection from harm and disaster that appear to have 
characterized his opponents and because of which they chided that he was no real apostle. 
He has no wealth, no power as a charismatic force, no wonder-working ability to create an 
impression, no ecstasy to attest his being a ‘special’ person...But he does have what really 
matters: Christ.”14 In fact, as Paul will later communicate in his final letter, “Indeed, all who 
desire to live godly in Messiah Yeshua will be persecuted” (2 Timothy 3:12). 

At the very least, not everyone who desires to truly serve the Lord and the interests of 
the good news, will get to have the apparent success, fame, and fortune of others. It is hardly 
surprising why a difficulty list like 2 Corinthians 6:4-10 does not get that much traction or 
attention in a great deal of contemporary preaching and teaching. 2 Corinthians 6:4-10 is 
not at all supportive of a religious culture where leaders and teachers can expect smooth 
sailing, and act and live in an entitled manner. 
 

 
11 Our mouth has spoken freely to you, O Corinthians, our heart is opened wide. 12 
You are not restrained by us, but you are restrained in your own affections. 13 
Now in a like exchange—I speak as to children—open wide to us also. 
 
6:11-7:1 As we prepare to begin this segment of 2 Corinthians, some have claimed that 

6:11-7:1 is not authentic to 2 Corinthians, specifically because of its strong appeal to the 
Tanach or Old Testament. Excellent defenses for not just the Pauline authenticity of 6:11-7:1, 
but its inclusion within the process of 2 Corinthians being written, have been offered in 
more technical resources.15 When 6:11-7:1 is considered to be authentically Pauline, as 
evangelical conservative examiners conclude, then it serves as clear evidence of the Apostle 
Paul having a high regard for the Tanach Scriptures serving in the instruction of First 
Century Believers, and in particular, non-Jewish Believers. Messianic readers of this section 
of 2 Corinthians, would surely regard the inclusion or incorporation of Tanach quotations or 
embedded concepts, as definitive evidence of the primacy Paul gave to the Scriptures of 
Israel in the discipleship but also admonition of Messiah followers. In fact, noting the later 
presence of the term Beliar or Belial (v. 15), Mark A. Seifrid usefully indicates, “Just as the 
Qumran community used such terms in inner-Jewish polemics, Paul now does so in inner-
Christian polemics. The earliest church [meaning, assembly] had not yet lost its Jewish 
roots, not even in Corinth, and certainly not in Paul.”16 

6:11-12 A figure like the Apostle Paul is much different than any of his detractors, who 
have arrived in Corinth and have disregarded him to the Corinthian Believers, because of 
his openness. Paul has just been straightforward about the difficulties he has faced in 

 
14 Martin, 184. 
15 Cf. Garland, pp 315-327. 
16 Seifrid, 285. 
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