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animal sacrifices offered by the Jews. Many of them are likely to consider it an abomination and 
an affront to the sacrifice of Jesus. Not enough will temper their emotions, with at least the 
thought that the animal sacrifices of the Second Temple occurred for forty years after His 
ascension into Heaven—and the Apostles never once considered it some kind of an 
“abomination.” They may have considered it a memorial to Yeshua’s final sacrifice, but they 
did not consider animals offered to the Lord by their fellow Jews to be an affront to the 
Messiah’s own offering of Himself.20 

When we consider the specific admonitions of vs. 3-4, what do they mean for our 
Messianic faith community, and its future development? We have no shortage of people in 
our ranks who will make claims about the return of the Messiah, events in Israel, World 
War III, global government, etc. Yet, how great does the anticipated apostasy need to be? 
What about the reconstruction of the Temple and subsequent Abomination of Desolation? 
What are the events beyond our control—and the events which can be affected by our 
control? 
 

 
5 Do you not remember that while I was still with you, I was telling you these 
things? 6 And you know what restrains him now, so that in his time he will be 
revealed. 
 
2:5-6 Paul asks the Thessalonicans, “Do you not remember that while I was still with 

you, I was telling you these things?” (v. 5), which should be taken as an indicator that much 
of the material seen in vs. 1-11, detailing events that are to transpire before the Second 
Coming of the Messiah, are those which he had already orally spoken about to them. 

One of the most elusive components of the emergence of the antimessiah/antichrist is 
stated in v. 6 to involve, “And you know what restrains him now, so that in his time he will 
be revealed.” Paul speaks of some sort of restraining force or influence, seen in the present 
active participle katechon, that is to be removed at the point when the 
antimessiah/antichrist comes onto the scene. 

Advocates of the pre-tribulation rapture most commonly argue that the restrainer or 
restraining influence is the Holy Spirit, occupying the hearts of Believers. They think that 
when the pre-tribulation rapture occurs, that this Holy Spirit restraining influence on the 
world will be removed, and subsequently the antimessiah/antichrist can reveal himself. 
This runs into a real problem when coupled with other passages in the Apostolic Scriptures, 
which speak of the Tribulation saints and the war that the antimessiah will wage against 
them (i.e., Revelation 13:7). Although it is quite obvious: a true saint must have the Holy 
Spirit in his or her heart. It does not make a great deal of theological sense for the Holy 

 
20 For some worthwhile discussion, consult the author’s commentary Hebrews for the Practical Messianic, 

and its many connections between the sacrifice of Yeshua and the animal sacrifices of the Torah. 
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Spirit to be temporarily removed for a pre-tribulation rapture to occur, and for the Spirit to 
then return subsequent to the revealing of the antimessiah/antichrist. 

While the Holy Spirit functioning as the restrainer is the most common view one is 
likely to encounter in popular Christian materials today, more technical writings are not as 
quick to draw this conclusion. Fee directs our attention to how “Paul goes on to spell out the 
bare details as to what is ‘holding back’ the appearance of the Rebel. And again this is 
something ‘you know,’ which also means that here in particular we are on the outside 
looking in, as it were.”21 He views whatever this restrainer is, to be something largely 
unknown to modern readers, but something known to the Thessalonicans. In his 
commentary, at least, Fee does not go on to provide an interpretation of who or what this 
restrainer is; he simply acknowledges that at the proper time this force will be removed. 
Elsewhere, in a resource like Three Views on the Rapture, in his defense of the post-
tribulational position, Douglas J. Moo offers the following appropriate summary: 

“[W]hatever one’s view, it is improper to base very much on a text that is so 
notoriously obscure—the verb [katechō] can be translated ‘hold back’ or ‘hold fast,’ ‘occupy,’ 
and has been understood as signifying Rome/the emperor, civil government, God and His 
power, Michael the archangel, the preaching of the Gospel/Paul, Satan, general evil forces, a 
combination of benevolent forces, the Jewish state, and James, or a mythic symbol with no 
particular content.”22 

Moo’s summary here indicates that there are alternative viewpoints to believing that 
the restraining influence is something other than the Holy Spirit, even though thinking that 
the Holy Spirit is the restrainer is quite popular. The able interpreter should be able to 
decide which option is best, based on a comparison of corresponding passages. 

Among the different alternative possibilities for the identity of the restrainer, the one 
which I consider to be the most probable, is that the restrainer is actually the Archangel 
Michael. This is because Michael is referred to in both Daniel 12:1 and Revelation 12:7-9 in 
association with the war in Heaven.23 

Daniel 12:1 tells us, “Now at that time Michael, the great prince who stands guard over 
the sons of your people, will arise. And there will be a time of distress such as never 
occurred since there was a nation until that time; and at that time your people, everyone 
who is found written in the book, will be rescued.” This verse speaks of the Archangel 
Michael arising, and afterward a great time of “trouble” or “distress.” The Hebrew noun is 
tzarah, rendered in the Septuagint as thlipsis, the same word generally rendered in the 
Apostolic Scriptures as “tribulation.” After Michael “arises,” a time of Great Tribulation will 
befall God’s people. 

What is interesting about Daniel 12:1 is the context of this “standing up” by Michael. 
The verb amad appears in the Qal stem (simple action, active voice), meaning “take one’s 

 
21 Fee, 286. 
22 Douglas J. Moo, “The Case for the Posttribulation Rapture Position,” in Three Views on the Rapture, 190. 
23 Cf. Witherington, 1 and 2 Thessalonians, 211. 
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stand, stand,” in this instance relating to “stand, be in a standing attitude,” or possibly even, 
“take a stand against…in opposition to” (BDB).24 If the context of this verse has military 
implications, or at least implications regarding spiritual warfare, then when we examine 
Revelation 12:7-9, we see the position of Michael being the restrainer validated: 

“And there was war in heaven, Michael and his angels waging war with the dragon. 
The dragon and his angels waged war, and they were not strong enough, and there was no 
longer a place found for them in heaven. And the great dragon was thrown down, the 
serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was 
thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him.” 

The rising or standing up that occurs in Daniel 12:1 is the Archangel Michael making a 
military stand in Heaven against Satan and his forces. We are told that when Satan is cast 
out, “For this reason, rejoice, O heavens and you who dwell in them. Woe to the earth and 
the sea, because the devil has come down to you, having great wrath, knowing that he has 
only a short time” (Revelation 12:12). Both this, and the latter half of Daniel 12:1, are all too 
reminiscent of Yeshua’s words in Matthew 24:21: “For then there will be great distress, 
unequaled from the beginning of the world until now—and never to be equaled again” 
(NIV). 

While it is easy to see how the Archangel Michael serves to be a valid alternative to the 
common view that the restrainer is the Holy Spirit, what is perhaps most difficult for many 
to keep in mind regarding v. 6 is that the antimessiah/antichrist will only be “revealed at the 
proper time” (NIV). Ultimately, we know that only our Sovereign God alone knows for 
certain when this person will be revealed to the world. The point to be taken is that the 
timing involved with the emergence of the antimessiah/antichrist is not known to any of 
today’s popular prophecy teachers—many of whom may make unwarranted guesses from 
various political figures or obscure members of European royalty. It will all happen when it 
happens. Given the significant rise of lawlessness anticipated to occur (v. 7), and the great 
apostasy and denial of God (v. 3), none of us are to desire or wish it to happen. 
 

 
7 For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only he who now restrains 
will do so until he is taken out of the way. 8 Then that lawless one will be revealed 
whom the Lord will slay with the breath of His mouth and bring to an end by the 
appearance of His coming; 
 
2:7 Associating his audience more with First Century conditions, Paul informs the 

Thessalonicans, “For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work,” to gar mustērion ēdē 
energeitai tēs anomias. What the mystery of lawlessness is (rendered in the KJV as “mystery 
of iniquity”), is something that will eventually culminate in the removal of the restrainer—
“only he who now restrains will do so until he is taken out of the way”—and then the arrival 

 
24 BDB, 763. 
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of the antimessiah/antichrist. Readers might wish to take some further direction from 1 
John 2:18: “Children, it is the last hour; and just as you heard that antimessiah is coming, 
even now many antimessiahs have appeared; from this we know that it is the last hour.” 
There is a definite antimessiah/antichrist spiritual force, which opposes God and the gospel 
of salvation, manifest in many of the Devil’s servants of darkness; it will fully consummate 
with the arrival of a singular person, destined in some way to act as a global political and 
religious figure, mimicking the actions of Yeshua the Messiah, deceiving many. 

V. 7 makes a statement that particularly hits home for many people within the 
Messianic community, as the arrival of the antimessiah/antichrist is to be preceded by some 
sort of “mystery of lawlessness” taking place. What is this mystery of lawlessness, that was at 
work within the First Century? Even though he reflects some relatively liberal views of 2 
Thessalonians (although he affirms Pauline authorship), Robert K. Jewett still can conclude, 
“As far as I can tell from 2 Thessalonians, the obligation to obey the Torah remains intact, 
and it appears consistent that no hint of an antithesis between law and gospel is given.”25 
He, at least, detects some kind of possible connection between a denial of some level of 
Torah adherence by the First Century Believers, and what is anticipated to occur in v. 7. 

The Complete Jewish Bible offers the unique translation, “For already this separating 
from Torah is at work secretly” for v. 7, and does imply that the “lawlessness” or anomia in 
view, does relate to a quantitative denial of the Torah or Law of Moses. Was the Apostle Paul 
steadily seeing an erosion of the importance of Biblical Law in the First Century, among those who 
should have known better? In his Jewish New Testament Commentary, David H. Stern explains 
his view that for the antimessiah, “His separation from Torah...or avoiding Torah...should 
not be understood narrowly, as if his sins were things like eating shrimp or driving on 
Shabbat. Here ‘Torah’ means all of God’s teaching, God’s way of ordering the universe, and 
he wants none of it. He is truly anti-Torah in the broadest sense.”26 Yet, to this, it might be 
stated—given the sentiment of verses like Daniel 7:25, “he will intend to make alterations in 
times and in law”—that the regime of the antimessiah/antichrist is likely to pass civil 
legislation that will make it most difficult for God’s people to keep His Torah. This would be 
especially true of legislation in the form of religious tolerance edicts, meaning that those, 
who look to the God of Israel, could not claim Him as the exclusive Deity of all Creation. 
(Precursors to such laws may already be in the process of being seen in various Western 
countries, with legislation introduced to prohibit infant male circumcision.) 

Commenting on v. 3, in terms of the apostasy anticipated, Bruce informs us how “A 
general revolt by Israel against the law of God was foretold for the end-time by some Jewish 
schools of thought (e.g. in Jub[ilees] 23:14-23; cf. b. Sanh[edrin] 97).”27 Although he feels that 

 
25 Jewett, in ECB, 1424. 
Keep in mind our ministry preference to view the Greek term opheiletēs, properly appearing in Galatians 

5:3, as “debtor” (KJV/NKJV) and not “obligation/obligated.” Consult the FAQ, “Galatians 5:2-3.” 
26 Stern, Jewish New Testament Commentary, 627. 
27 Bruce, 1&2 Thessalonians, 167. 
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the apostasy/rebellion may involve this, he and others are more inclined to take the 
reference to lawlessness as speaking more of a disregard of public authority. No one should 
deny that disregard of law and order will be occurring in the Last Days, but alas for them, a 
great deal of Western civil law is based upon Biblical law. 

Today’s Messianic Believers can certainly view “the mystery of lawlessness” from a 
variety of important vantage points—but what we should be most concerned with, 
especially given the prophesied apostasy (v. 4), is how such a mystery is likely to manifest 
itself among the presumed people of God. In our generation via the widescale growth and 
expansion of the Messianic movement, Jewish and non-Jewish Believers are becoming quite 
conscious of the importance of God’s Torah. Both the New Covenant promise of the Torah 
being written onto the hearts and minds of the redeemed (Jeremiah 31:31-34; Ezekiel 36:25-
27) and the nations coming to Zion to be taught the Law (Micah 4:1-3; Isaiah 2:2-4), are 
concepts that today’s Messianic Believers are quite aware of. As a result of a steadily 
growing Messianic movement, what will be the response of a modern Christian Church 
which has often rejected Moses’ Teaching? Is the mystery of lawlesness not so much a 
mystery when it comes to non-Believers in the world—but a total mystery when it 
manifests among those who would be the least likely to deny God’s Law? Some of the 
strongest opposition to Torah keeping comes not from the world, but actually from people 
who are supposed to be following the Giver of the Torah.28 

2:8 When the mystery of lawlessness is at its peak, Paul says that “Then that lawless 
one will be revealed...” The spiritual environment will be prime for the 
antimessiah/antichrist to emerge onto the world scene. This person is certainly not lauded 
by Paul, as he labels him as the one “whom the Lord will slay with the breath of His mouth 
and bring to an end by the appearance of His coming” (NASU). There are some parallels 
between this remark and what is seen in previous statements about the Lord either judging 
sinners or inflicting defeat upon His enemies (Isaiah 11:4; Daniel 11:45). 

Similar to the controversy present in 1:9 over eternal punishment is discussion over 
how to approach v. 8. No one should at all deny that the future antimessiah/antichrist will 
be judged by Yeshua the Messiah at His Second Coming. But there are those who take Paul’s 
description in the direction of not the antimessiah’s rule being brought to an end, but him 
being obliterated or annihilated from existence. 

The antimessiah/antichrist is labeled by the Apostle Paul, previously in v. 3, to be ho 
huios tēs apōleias, commonly rendered as “the son of destruction,” although in the KJV/NKJV 
as “the son of perdition.” Annihilationists take 2 Thessalonians 2:3 to naturally 
communicate that this agent of Satan will meet an extinction at the return of the Messiah. 

 
28 For a further discussion, consult the chapter of the author’s book Torah In the Balance, Volume I, “The 

Mystery of Lawlessness.” A reader may also wish to peruse some of the thoughts present in Wayne G. Strickland, 
ed., Five Views on Law and Gospel (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1996). 
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The Thayer lexicon, however, considers the usage of apōleia here to communicate “a man 
doomed to eternal misery.”29 

So what actually happens to the antimessiah/antichrist? Further on in 2 Thessalonians 
2:8, Paul says, “the Lord will slay [him] with the breath of His mouth and bring to an end by 
the appearance of His coming.” The NRSV actually renders this verse with, “the Lord Jesus 
will destroy [him] with the breath of his mouth, annihilating him by the manifestation of 
his coming.” Is the antimessiah/antichrist really to be annihilated from existence? At least 
one major English version appears to say so. 

The NASU offers a rather theologically neutral rendering of v. 8. The first verb of 
interest, translated as “slay,” is anaireō, often meaning “to get rid of by execution, do away 
with, destroy” (BDAG),30 but more generally “to remove or take away, take away” 
(BDAG).31 The second verb of interest, translated as “bring to an end” (NASU) or “bring to 
nought” (LITV) is katargeō, generally meaning “to cause someth. to lose its power or 
effectiveness, invalidate, make powerless” (BDAG).32 It is surely within the realm of lexical 
possibilities to translate v. 8 with, “the Lord will remove [him] with the breath of His mouth 
and render [him] powerless by the appearance of His coming.” In view of Revelation 20:10 
and how “they will be tormented day and night forever and ever,” the beast or antimessiah 
has not been annihilated from existence at the point when the Devil himself is cast into the 
Lake of Fire. 

So what is 2 Thessalonians 2:3, 8 really telling us? It speaks of the ultimate defeat of the 
antimessiah/antichrist at the Second Coming. Wanamaker directs us, “The verb [katargēsei] 
(‘he will bring to an end’) is parallel to [anelei] and is intended to emphasize the destruction 
of the rebel and in particular the breaking of his power by the Lord…The rebel who 
arrogates for himself the claim to be divine (v. 4) will be overthrown at the unexpected 
appearance of Christ’s public and powerful manifestation.”33 

Annihilationists’ attention is probably misplaced in 2 Thessalonians 2:3, 8. These 
verses speak of the downfall of the antimessiah/antichrist and his regime at the return of 
the Lord. While the beast and his system will be overthrown and rendered inoperative, we 
have good cause because of other passages to not think that he will suffer extinction.34 
 
 

 

 
29 Thayer, 71. 
30 BDAG, 64. 
31 Ibid. 
32 Ibid., 525. 
Another definition, at least offered by BDAG, is “to cause someth. to come to an end or to be no longer in 

existence, abolish, wipe out, set aside.” 
33 Wanamaker, 258. 
34 For a further discussion, consult the author’s publication Why Hell Must Be Eternal. 
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9 that is, the one whose coming is in accord with the activity of Satan, with all 
power and signs and false wonders, 10 and with all the deception of wickedness 
for those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth so as to be 
saved. 11 For this reason God will send upon them a deluding influence so that 
they will believe what is false, 12 in order that they all may be judged who did not 
believe the truth, but took pleasure in wickedness. 
 
2:9 It cannot be overlooked that just as there will be a parousia or coming of Yeshua the 

Messiah, so will the antimessiah/antichrist too have his own parousia. But unlike “the 
appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Yeshua the Messiah” (Titus 2:13), this 
person is labeled by Paul to be “the one whose coming is in accord with the activity of Satan, 
with all power and signs and false wonders.” The very reason why this man of lawlessness is 
referred to by the common title of antimessiah or antichrist, is because he is to be regarded 
as a rival ruler to the Messiah. Some primary references that we need to each keep in mind, 
per the antimessiah’s prophesied arrival, include, 

 
“For false Messiahs and false prophets will arise and will show great signs and wonders, 
so as to mislead, if possible, even the elect” (Matthew 24:24). 
 
“And the beast which I saw was like a leopard, and his feet were like those of a bear, and 
his mouth like the mouth of a lion. And the dragon gave him his power and his throne and 
great authority” (Revelation 13:2). 
 
Also to keep in view is how a second figure, commonly referred to as the false prophet, 

will accompany the antimessiah, and as Revelation 13:13 informs us, “He performs great 
signs, so that he even makes fire come down out of heaven to the earth in the presence of 
men.” Lying signs and wonders are prevalent all the way back to the time of the Exodus, 
when Egyptian magicians competed with Moses, to various false prophets and voices who 
arose in Ancient Israel, to semi-Gnostic and mystical figures within the Jewish community 
of the broad First Century, to certainly figures within Greco-Roman religion and mystery 
cults of the First Century as well. Of course, the deception in view in v. 9 is a direct cause of 
the anticipated apostasy (v. 4), and even though there are many warnings in both Biblical 
history and religious history for people to heed—by this future time it does not seem as 
though they will matter that much. 

2:10-12 While with many end-time phenomena, there have been certain manifestations 
of what Paul describes in vs. 10-12 occurring over many centuries, the culmination of the 
energeian planēs, “strong delusion” (KJV/RSV) or “powerful delusion” (NIV), will come with 
the arrival of the antimessiah/antichrist. Concurrent with what has been observed about 
the prophesied apostasy (v. 4), the Creator God seeing people, who have rejected Him and 
His salvation, is a very sober and frightening word: 
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“[A]and with all the deception of wickedness for those who perish, because they did not 
receive the love of the truth so as to be saved. For this reason God will send upon them 
a deluding influence so that they will believe what is false, in order that they all may be 
judged who did not believe the truth, but took pleasure in wickedness.” 
 
Already in our day, it is not difficult to see religious people who profess Jesus as Savior 

to some degree, yet who shriek at the gospel message of salvation. There are people in the 
contemporary, evangelical Christian Church who are not too thrilled with having a “love of 
the truth so as to be saved.” The reasons for this are varied to be sure, but one of the major 
ones is people being entirely unwilling to acknowledge their fallen, sinful condition before a 
holy and righteous God. Sadly, even our own Messianic faith community is not immune to 
this issue, either. There are those in our midst who are offended at the proclamation of the 
gospel of salvation, thinking that a study of the Torah, or Jewish Believers’ Jewishness, or 
non-Jews turning to their Hebraic Roots—or any number of other things—are to have a 
higher emphasis than making sure that people actually know the Lord, and that He 
knows them.35 

The Creator God turning people over to their own, base desires—while quite 
disturbing and most offputting—is not something that should surprise us. Later in his letter 
to the Romans, Paul will describe the major problems with fallen humankind: 

“For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, because that which is 
known about God is evident within them; for God made it evident to them. For since the 
creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have 
been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are without 
excuse. For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but 
they became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened” (Romans 
1:18-21). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
35 For some useful, further thoughts, consult the author’s article “The Faithfulness of Yeshua the Messiah” 

(appearing in The New Testament Validates Torah). 
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13 But we should always give thanks to God for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, 
because God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation through 
sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth. 14 It was for this He called you 
through our gospel, that you may gain the glory of our Lord Yeshua the Messiah. 
15 So then, brethren, stand firm and hold to the traditions which you were 
taught, whether by word of mouth or by letter from us. 16 Now may our Lord 
Yeshua the Messiah Himself and God our Father, who has loved us and given us 
eternal comfort and good hope by grace, 17 comfort and strengthen your hearts in 
every good work and word. 
 
2:13-14 For the Thessalonicans themselves, the Apostle Paul has the utmost confidence 

that their progression of faith in the Lord is proceeding quite well. He tells them, “But we 
should always give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters loved by the Lord, because 
God chose you as firstfruits for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in 
the truth” (TLV). The three principal members of the Godhead are notably listed in v. 13 
(God, Lord, Spirit). A rare usage of the verb haireō, often meaning “to take” (Thayer),36 is also 
seen in v. 13, but one which has a precedent in the Septuagint translation of Deuteronomy 
26:17-18: 

“Thou hast chosen [haireō] God this day to be thy God, and to walk in all his ways, and 
to observe his ordinances and judgments, and to hearken to his voice. And the Lord has 
chosen [haireō] thee this day that thou shouldest be to him a peculiar people, as he said, to 
keep his commands” (LXE).37 

Here, one can definitely detect a connection in the terms employed, and not only in the 
sort of behavior that the Thessalonicans are expected to demonstrate—but these kinds of 
terms are not used to convey the idea that they are part of some sort of separate “Church” 
entity, away from Israel. 

Some of the slight differences in translation for the closing clause in v. 13 need to be 
noted: kai pistei alētheias. This is typically rendered as “faith in the truth” (NASU) or “belief 
in the truth” (RSV/NIV/NRSV/ESV). The CJB differs by having, “faithfulness that has its 
origin in the truth.” Elsewhere in the Pauline Epistles, there are places where “faithfulness 
of...” might be a better rendering than the more traditional “faith in...” (i.e., Galatians 2:16; 
3:21-22; Romans 3:21-22; Philippians 3:8-9; Ephesians 3:11-12), conveying the attention of 
readers and interpreters to the actions of Yeshua in being sacrificed for human 
transgressions. Whether v. 13 can be viewed similarly is a minor point in the scope of 
reading 2 Thessalonians. The faithful actions and good works of the Thessalonicans (v. 17), 
and for that matter any Messiah follower, do matter as a part of their sanctification. If the 
Thessalonicans could do this, then as Paul says, “it was for this that he called you by our 
gospel, to gain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ” (v. 14, Moffat New Testament). 

 
36 Thayer, 16. 
37 Cf. Witherington, 1 and 2 Thessalonians, 232. 
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2:15 The Thessalonicans are further instructed by Paul, “So then, brothers, stand firm 
and hold to the traditions that you were taught by us, either by our spoken word or by our 
letter” (ESV). While “traditions” here is likely akin to “teachings” (NIV)—and would have 
included not only instruction on proper behavior for Believers, but also much of the end-
time instruction given (3:6)—there is no doubting the fact that paradosis can refer to “the 
tradition of the rabbis” (BDAG).38 Whether some people like it or not, Paul’s words are clear 
that he probably taught some Rabbinical traditions or disciplines to his listeners. These 
would have been primarily anecdotal in the forms of practical instruction regarding 
interaction within the local faith community, and outside it as well (perhaps similar to what 
is witnessed in the Epistle of James). These could have also related to various Jewish 
perspectives in Paul’s teaching on the Scriptures, proving the Messiahship of Yeshua (Acts 
17:2-3). Obviously, if indeed Paul taught any contemporary, Rabbinical traditions to the 
Thessalonicans as being most useful and beneficial for them to follow, then they would have 
had to pass Paul’s own criteria of what was pure and edifying (Philippians 4:8). 

2:16-17 From vs. 16-17 onward to the end of the epistle, readers encounter a series of 
important ethical and moral admonitions, coupled with some Thessalonica-specific 
instruction for the circumstances that these Believers were facing. It cannot go overlooked, 
that for vs. 16-17, the Lord Yeshua the Son is mentioned before God the Father. Is this at all 
Christologically important? Certainly, mentioning Yeshua the Son first is not a detriment or 
dishonor to God the Father, as the Son may surely be regarded as a part of the Divine 
Identity: 

“And may our Lord Yeshua the Messiah himself and God our Father, who has loved us 
and by his grace given us eternal comfort and a good hope, comfort your hearts and 
strengthen you in every good word and deed” (CJB). 
 
 

 
38 BDAG, 763. 
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