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“Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with 
Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his 
glory” (Romans 8:17, NIV). 

May the Lord encourage you in your walk, as you approach Him and intercede 
to Him for those who have not yet been adopted by Him as a son or daughter of 
faith. Perhaps our groaning and cries will lead to another great deliverance for 
Israel, and indeed, the entire world. Certainly, we should be rest assured 
that our cries will be heard! May His deliverance occur in our lifetimes! 
 
 

V’eira 
I appeared 

“Proclaim His Power and Might” 
Exodus 6:2-9:35 

Ezekiel 28:25-29:21 
 
Our Torah portion for this week begins with us seeing the Lord summarize His 
covenant faithfulness with His people, as He prepares to act in delivering them 
from Egypt: 

“God spoke further to Moses and said to him, ‘I am the LORD; and I appeared 
to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, as God Almighty, but by My name, LORD, I did not 
make Myself known to them. I also established My covenant with them, to give 
them the land of Canaan, the land in which they sojourned. Furthermore I have 
heard the groaning of the sons of Israel, because the Egyptians are holding them in 
bondage, and I have remembered My covenant’” (Exodus 6:2-5). 

Throughout V’eira we see God reign down various judgments upon Egypt.6 
Even though Moses and Aaron constantly return to Pharaoh with the Divine plea, 
“Let My people go,”7 his heart continues to be hardened.8 Reading through our 
parashah, it seems that God’s two spokespersons are actually losing ground in their 
role as His agents to deliver the Israelites from the oppression of the Egyptians. If 
you will remember, as the previous Torah portion, Shemot (Exodus 1:1-6:1), came 
to a close, Moses himself was perplexed about this dilemma. The people of Israel 
were in worse shape than when the requests to Pharaoh began. The complaints and 
criticism were bearing down on Moses and Aaron: 

 
6 Exodus 7:14-9:35. 
7 Exodus 7:16; 8:1, 20f; 9:1, 13. 
8 Exodus 7:13, 22; 8:15, 19, 32; 9:7, 12, 34-35. 
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“Then Moses returned to the LORD and said, ‘O Lord, why have You brought 
harm to this people? Why did You ever send me? Ever since I came to Pharaoh to 
speak in Your name, he has done harm to this people, and You have not delivered 
Your people at all’” (Exodus 5:22-23). 

Moses was frustrated. He knew he had been called to this assignment, yet 
every verbal attempt to get the people released ended in greater harm for Israel. 
Then, God responds with a strong word that establishes the tone for the rest of 
what we will see during Moses’ and Aaron’s encounters with Pharaoh. The Lord 
makes the following statement that closes Shemot, and opens V’eira, definitively 
declaring what He was about to do: 

“Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘Now you shall see what I will do to Pharaoh; 
for under compulsion he will let them go, and under compulsion he will drive them 
out of his land.’ God spoke further to Moses and said to him, ‘I am the LORD; and I 
appeared to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, as God Almighty, but by My name, LORD, I 
did not make Myself known to them. I also established My covenant with them, to 
give them the land of Canaan, the land in which they sojourned. Furthermore I 
have heard the groaning of the sons of Israel, because the Egyptians are holding 
them in bondage, and I have remembered My covenant. Say, therefore, to the sons 
of Israel, “I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the burdens of the 
Egyptians, and I will deliver you from their bondage. I will also redeem you with an 
outstretched arm and with great judgments. Then I will take you for My people, 
and I will be your God; and you shall know that I am the LORD your God, who 
brought you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians. I will bring you to the 
land which I swore to give to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and I will give it to you for 
a possession; I am the LORD”’” (Exodus 6:1-8). 

Here in these words, the Lord establishes just who He is and just what He is 
about to do with Moses and Aaron, with Pharaoh and the Egyptians, and with the 
Ancient Israelites. Remember how the Almighty has established a unilateral 
covenant with His chosen people. It is the Lord who swore the inheritance of the 
Promised Land to them multiple times (Genesis 12:7; 15:18; 17:4; 26:3; 28:4), 
and yet for some reason or another, they still do not believe that the deliverance is 
coming: 

“So Moses spoke thus to the sons of Israel, but they did not listen to Moses on 
account of their despondency and cruel bondage” (Exodus 6:9). 

The people of Israel continue to groan, and we recall from last week that God 
hears their cries and groans, remembering His covenant: 

“Now it came about in the course of those many days that the king of Egypt died. 
And the sons of Israel sighed because of the bondage, and they cried out; and their 
cry for help because of their bondage rose up to God. So God heard their groaning; 
and God remembered His covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob” (Exodus 2:23-
24). 
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As the groaning increased with the loss of straw for the Israelites to make 
bricks, the Lord implements His plan for their deliverance. But as we read, this 
deliverance is not immediately enacted. Instead, we are told about eight different 
signs and judgments that are designed to judge the various gods of Egypt, and 
communicate to Egypt and to Israel His might and power. The Lord will be 
displaying, for the sake of Egypt and Israel, that He and He alone is the One True 
God who possesses absolute sovereignty. 

In a series of dramatic encounters, Moses and Aaron begin to beseech Pharaoh 
to let the Israelites leave. The first sign is Aaron throwing his staff on the ground 
where it becomes a snake. Shortly thereafter, the Egyptian magicians do the same 
thing with their staffs, but soon discover Aaron’s staff/snake swallowing their 
staffs/snakes (Exodus 7:8-13). Next, Aaron touches his staff to the Nile River and 
the water turns to blood. Then, the magicians again match the miracle and turn 
water into blood (Exodus 7:14-25). Third, Aaron waves his staff over the Nile 
River and a plague of frogs come up and cover the land. Interestingly, the Egyptian 
magicians are again able to duplicate the feat (Exodus 8:1-15). Each time as another 
sign takes place, Pharaoh’s heart is hardened. Finally, Aaron touches his staff to the 
ground, and some kind of gnats or lice invade Egypt: 

“Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘Say to Aaron, “Stretch out your staff and strike 
the dust of the earth, that it may become gnats through all the land of Egypt.”’ They 
did so; and Aaron stretched out his hand with his staff, and struck the dust of the 
earth, and there were gnats on man and beast. All the dust of the earth became 
gnats through all the land of Egypt. The magicians tried with their secret arts to 
bring forth gnats, but they could not; so there were gnats on man and beast. Then 
the magicians said to Pharaoh, ‘This is the finger of God.’ But Pharaoh's heart was 
hardened, and he did not listen to them, as the LORD had said” (Exodus 8:16-19). 

The magicians of Egypt could no longer counterfeit the signs and judgments. 
They clearly proclaimed that what they saw with the gnats was obviously the “finger 
of God.” A comparison could be made that just like God had taken the dust of the 
ground to form Adam (Genesis 2:7), He now took dust and He brought forth these 
gnats. This inconvenience was spreading over all the land of Egypt, but in short 
order the Holy One was going to separate His people from the judgments to come: 

“Now the LORD said to Moses, ‘Rise early in the morning and present yourself 
before Pharaoh, as he comes out to the water, and say to him, “Thus says the LORD, 
‘Let My people go, that they may serve Me. For if you do not let My people go, 
behold, I will send swarms of insects on you and on your servants and on your 
people and into your houses; and the houses of the Egyptians will be full of swarms 
of insects, and also the ground on which they dwell. But on that day I will set apart 
the land of Goshen, where My people are living, so that no swarms of insects will 
be there, in order that you may know that I, the LORD, am in the midst of the land. 
I will put a division between My people and your people. Tomorrow this sign will 
occur”’” (Exodus 8:20-23). 
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Moses and Aaron continue delivering the plagues on God’s behalf, but now as 
swarms of insects came over Egypt, the land of Goshen, where the Israelites were 
living, was not affected (Exodus 8:24). And yet, even after this plague subsides, the 
heart of Pharaoh was still hardened (Exodus 8:25-32). 

Next, the distinctions between the Egyptians and Israel become more evident. 
The livestock of Egypt is separated out for death. But the Lord decides to preserve 
the livestock belonging to Israel (Exodus 9:1-7). The plague of sores or boils comes 
upon the Egyptians, and the Israelites are spared, and again the heart of Pharaoh is 
hardened (Exodus 9:8-17). We then get a peek into what God is actually doing to 
Pharaoh and Egypt, as these signs and judgments are being executed: 

“But, indeed, for this reason I have allowed you to remain, in order to show 
you My power and in order to proclaim My name through all the earth” (Exodus 
9:16). 

The Lord uses these events so that His power and greatness will be 
proclaimed throughout the whole world. Little did the Ancient 
Israelites know how true this would be, as we still remember the 
Exodus and its awesomeness today! The Exodus is one of the most important 
controlling narratives for how people read the message of the Bible, redemption in 
Messiah Yeshua, and how God always has worldwide intentions when He performs 
significant acts of salvation history.9 

Finally, as our reading for this week comes to a close, the Egyptian people 
begin to get the message that the God of Moses and Aaron is not playing games. 
They are warned about a devastating hailstorm that is about to come (Exodus 9:18-
35), and some of the Egyptians take heed to protect themselves and their livestock 
from certain death: 

“‘Now therefore send, bring your livestock and whatever you have in the field 
to safety. Every man and beast that is found in the field and is not brought home, 
when the hail comes down on them, will die.’ The one among the servants of 
Pharaoh who feared the word of the LORD made his servants and his livestock flee 
into the houses; but he who paid no regard to the word of the LORD left his 
servants and his livestock in the field” (Exodus 9:19-21). 

You would think that Pharaoh—the leader of Egypt—would be getting the 
message that the Lord means business, but instead he continues to harden his heart 
against Him (Exodus 9:35). Again, we see God making a distinction between His 
people and the Egyptians: 

“Only in the land of Goshen, where the sons of Israel were, there was no hail” 
(Exodus 9:26). 

Our Torah portion ends with this sad testimony: 

 
9 For a further discussion, consult Christopher J.H. Wright, “God’s Model of Redemption,” in 

The Mission of God: Unlocking the Bible’s Grand Narrative (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2006), pp 
265-323. 
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“But when Pharaoh saw that the rain and the hail and the thunder had ceased, 
he sinned again and hardened his heart, he and his servants. Pharaoh's heart was 
hardened, and he did not let the sons of Israel go, just as the LORD had spoken 
through Moses” (Exodus 9:34-35). 

We too often have to read about the sad story of individuals like Pharaoh—
because even when seeing the physical results of Divine judgment, they are 
incapable of changing their hearts and crying out for help. They often willingly 
choose the judgment of God, in order to appear humanly strong, rather than cry out to 
Him for mercy. 

Some reading this may have a problem with what appears to be a hardening of 
the heart by the Almighty Himself. Keep in mind that Pharaoh was the leader of 
Egypt, one who believed himself to be a god, and one who was presumably perfect. 
Because of these things going against him, he may have not even had a chance at 
redemption. As the Apostle Paul comments, we discover that God, who is full of 
mercy and compassion, actually raised up Pharaoh so that His fame and power 
could be demonstrated and proclaimed around the world: 

“What shall we say then? There is no injustice with God, is there? May it never 
be! For He says to Moses, ‘I WILL HAVE MERCY ON WHOM I HAVE MERCY, AND I 
WILL HAVE COMPASSION ON WHOM I HAVE COMPASSION’ [Exodus 33:19]. So then it 
does not depend on the man who wills or the man who runs, but on God who has 
mercy. For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, ‘FOR THIS VERY PURPOSE I RAISED YOU 
UP, TO DEMONSTRATE MY POWER IN YOU, AND THAT MY NAME MIGHT BE 
PROCLAIMED THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE EARTH’ [Exodus 9:16]. So then He has 
mercy on whom He desires, and He hardens whom He desires” (Romans 9:14-18). 

Paul reminded the mixed group of Believers in Rome of the example of the 
Egyptian Pharaoh, in describing the justice of God. Now, for those of us today who 
read these words and consider them for our spiritual edification, what can they 
possibly mean to us, over three millennia removed from the Exodus, and almost 
two millennia from Paul writing the Romans? 

Do we really take seriously the fact that the Lord uses various trials and 
tribulations to declare His name and His power throughout the Earth? When we 
read about the events that had to occur for Ancient Israel to be delivered, do we at 
all praise Him for it? If we have faith in His past actions on behalf of His people, we 
can be confident that the Lord will be with us through whatever we face today. To 
Him be the glory and the power and the honor forever and ever! 
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