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Day Six 
Ecclesiastes 9 

 
When you read and reflect upon Ecclesiastes 9, you might have a 
tendency to consider that fatalism is in the heart of the author. Here, 
one of the wisest men to ever exist, made some profound statements 
which paint a picture of the seeming futility regarding human beings’ 
corporeal existence: 

 
“This is an evil in all that is done under the sun, that there is one 
fate for all men. Furthermore, the hearts of the sons of men are full 
of evil and insanity is in their hearts throughout their lives. 
Afterwards they go to the dead” (Ecclesiastes 9:3, NASU). 
 
“I again saw under the sun that the race is not to the swift and the 
battle is not to the warriors, and neither is bread to the wise nor 
wealth to the discerning nor favor to men of ability; for time and 
chance overtake them all. Moreover, man does not know his time: 
like fish caught in a treacherous net and birds trapped in a snare, so 
the sons of men are ensnared at an evil time when it suddenly falls 
on them” (Ecclesiastes 9:10-12, NASU). 
 
The cold realities of our lives can readily allow any person to come 

to these same stark conclusions. After all, death awaits each one of us. 
Even more perplexing than the inevitability of our bodies returning to 
dust—are the seeming contradictions which are witnessed over a 
lifetime which allow one to contemplate the “fairness” of God. We see 
the wicked apparently “prosper,” while the righteous seem to suffer. 
How many of us have heard the expression that the “good die young,” 
and shake our heads with incredulity when the wicked live to a ripe old 
age in relative luxury—without any known wants or desires denied? 
Sometimes, in the deep recesses of the carnal mind, one might 
conclude that life just is not fair. 
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It was years ago, during my search for truth, that many of the 
thoughts which come from these verses of Ecclesiastes hit home. An 
individual does not know his or her time of death. In fact, although 
science does a great job of explaining how life functions, the real 
meaning of existence cannot be found in biology, chemistry, 
astrophysics, or any of the other fact and/or theory producing 
disciplines which humanity has developed. When I was blessed with 
being “born from above,” though, the new indwelling Spirit—giving me 
the capacity to understand meanings beyond reason—replaced my 
natural approach. A simple, yet profound statement made by the 
Apostle Paul to the Corinthians, made perfect sense to my newly 
enlightened mind: 

 
“For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the 
spirit of the man which is in him? Even so the thoughts of God no 
one knows except the Spirit of God. Now we have received, not the 
spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may 
know the things freely given to us by God, which things we also 
speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, but in those taught 
by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words. But 
a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for 
they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, 
because they are spiritually appraised. But he who is spiritual 
appraises all things, yet he himself is appraised by no one. For WHO 
HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, THAT HE WILL INSTRUCT HIM? 
[Isaiah 40:13] But we have the mind of Messiah” (1 Corinthians 
2:11-16, NASU). 
 
I found myself supernaturally endowed with the mind of the 

Messiah—having the Holy Spirit within my heart to teach, comfort, 
and help me through the trials of life! I could turn to Him and His 
Word in order to find answers to the profoundest questions of life. 
Now when I read the words of Solomon, I recognize that he too was 
one who sought answers about the life he was witnessing and 
experiencing. It is somewhat comforting to know that some of his 
conclusions, although far more astute than mine, have a similar theme 
to them. 

Early in my walk with the Lord, I received some very foundational 
instruction about three things which will survive throughout eternity, 
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and it helped me along the path to decide where to place my emphasis. 
Those three eternal things are: God, His Word, and people. As I think 
about it now, there are probably some other things I could add, but 
rather than debate the simplicity of that, I can just relate how 
embracing a spiritual understanding many years ago has directed my 
life. Incorporating His knowledge into my thoughts, I began to direct 
more and more of my time to the pursuit of God, His Word, and other 
people. Since I was a “people person” (as opposed to a person who is 
drawn to things), I developed relationships with people, helping them 
to know God in a deeper way—which came supernaturally! Even 
though I have learned along the way, as Solomon did in his lifetime, 
that “man does not know his time or when evil will ensnare them” 
(Ecclesiastes 9:11, NASU), the fact that we do have the opportunity to 
spend some amount of time here on Earth I considered to be a gift 
from our Creator. 

Since a person does not know the day of his or her death, I 
concluded years ago that the best use of my allotted time would be to: 
(1) pursue the Lord and His righteousness, (2) read, study, and share 
His Word, and (3) focus on encouraging others to do the same. I 
concluded that I must become a disciple of the Messiah and make 
disciples of others. This is actually an admonition from Yeshua 
Himself, when He was preparing to return to Heaven: 

 
“And Yeshua came up and spoke to them, saying, ‘All authority has 
been given to Me in Heaven and on Earth, go therefore and make 
disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 
all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the 
end of the age’” (Matthew 28:18-20, NASU). 
 
When we contemplate King Solomon’s words in today’s reading 

and the reality that our time is limited here on Earth, we must pause 
for a moment. The fate of all humans is to eventually die, without 
necessarily knowing their time. Given these circumstances, the 
admonition of Yeshua to make disciples should take on a sense of 
urgency for those of us who know him. 

We only have one life to live. Are we going to live it for the 
Messiah? Or are we going to live it for ourselves? Which do you think 
is a life worth living? 


